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EDITORS’ PREFACE 


[ i HERE are now before the public many Commentaries, 
written by British and American divines, of a popular 
or homiletical character. Zhe Cambridge Bible for 

Schools, the Handbooks for Bible Classes and Private Students, 

The Speaker's Commentary, The Popular Commentary (Schaff), 

The LExposttor's Bible, and other similar series, have their 

special place and importance. But they do not enter into the 

field of Critical Biblical scholarship occupied by such series of 

Commentaries as the Kurzgefasstes exegetisches Handbuch zum 

A. 7.; De Wette’s Kurzgefasstes exegetisches Handbuch zum 

iV. T.; Meyer’s Kritisch-exegetischer Kommentar; Keil and 

Delitzsch’s Biblischer Commentar iiber das A. T.; Lange’s 

Theologisch-homiletisches Bibelwerk ; Nowack’s Handkommentar 

sum A.T.; Holtzmann’s Handkommentar zum N.T: Severai 

of these have been translated, edited, and in some cases enlarged 

‘and adapted, for the English-speaking public; others are in 

process of translation. But no corresponding series by British 

or American divines has hitherto been produced. The way has 
been prepared by special Commentaries by Cheyne, Ellicott, 

Kalisch, Lightfoot, Perowne, Westcott, and others; and the 

time has come, in the judgment of the projectors of this enter- 

prise, when it is practicable to combine British and American 
scholars in the production of a critical, comprehensive 

Commentary that will be abreast of modern biblical scholarship, 

gnd in a measure lead its van. 


Tus INTERNATIONAL CriTIcAL COMMENTARY 





Messrs. Charles Scribner’s Sons of New York, and Messrs. 
T. & T. Clark of Edinburgh, propose to publish such a series 
of Commentaries on the Old and New Testaments, under the 
editorship of Prof. C. A. Briccs, D.D., D.Litt., in America, and 
of Prof. S. R. DRIVER, D.D., D.Litt., for the Old Testament, and 
the Rev. ALFRED PLUMMER, D.D., for the New Testament, in 
Great Britain. 

The Commentaries will be international and inter-confessional, 


and will be free from polemical and ecclesiastical bias. They 
will be based upon a thorough critical study of the original texts 
of the Bible, and upon critical methods of interpretation. They 
are designed chiefly for students and clergymen, and will be 
written in a compact style. Each book will be preceded by an 
Introduction, stating the results of criticism upon it, and discuss- 
ing impartially the questions still remaining open. The details 
of criticism will appear in their proper place in the body of the 
Commentary. Each section of the Text will be introduced 
with a paraphrase, or summary of contents. Technical details 
of textual and philological criticism will, as a rule, be kept 
distinct from matter of a more general character; and in the 
Old Testament the exegetical notes will be arranged, as far as 
possible, so as to be serviceable to students not acquainted with 
Hebrew. The History of Interpretation of the Books will be 
dealt with, when necessary, in the Introductions, with critical 
notices of the most important literature of the subject. Historical 
and Archzological questions, as well as questions of Biblical 
Theology, are included in the plan of the Commentaries, but 
not Practical or Homiletical Exegesis. The Volumes will con- 
stitute a uniform series. 
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PREFACE. 


THE following Commentary is an attempt to apply to the 
Johannine Epistles the method of historical interpretation, 
the only method of exegesis which can claim to be 
scientific. I do not mean by historical interpretation a 
series of ingenious attempts to fit the Epistles into the 
scheme of known facts, dates, and places of early Christian 
history, and to assign them, or their constituent parts, to 
definite persons, places, and decades. A more modest, but 
equally difficult task has been attempted, that of determin- 
ing, in the light of our knowledge of Christian life and 
thought at the end of the First and beginning of the 
Second Century, what the writer seems to have intended 
his readers to understand by the words which he addressed 
to them. When that has been done we may permit 
ourselves to draw conclusions, or hazard conjectures, 
about the author’s theology, or the value of his words for 
later generations. The process is possible, even, if we do 
not know the writer’s name, or the exact place and date 
of his activity. The question of authorship has been 
deliberately avoided. It cannot be profitably discussed 
apart from the wider question of the date and authorship 
of the Fourth Gospel. But we can, I believe, determine 
what it was that the writer wanted to say to definite 
groups of men and women whom he knew, as a spiritual 
father to his own children in the Faith, and whose circum- 
stances he enables us to depict, at least in outline. The 
method attempted carries with it one necessary result, a 


prominence given to matters connected with exhortation 
VIl 
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and edification which may seem out of proportion in a 
Critical Commentary. But is any other method of 
interpreting the Johannine Epistles scientific, or even 
possible? The writer may or may not have been a 
Theologian. Undoubtedly he was the Pastor of his 
Flock. His chief interest is the cure of souls. He teaches 
and discusses only in order that his readers “ may believe, 
and believing have life.” The meaning of his words can 
only be determined by the sympathetic recollection of this 
obvious fact. Rothe’s Commentary on the First Epistle is 
by far the most illuminating book which has been written 
on the subject, even though in points of detail his 
explanations of particular phrases and passages are often 
unsatisfactory and unconvincing. Jiilicher’s patronising 
appreciation of its value is somewhat amusing, “ Der 
wertvollste, trotz seiner erbaulichen Tendenz.” The 
supreme merit of Rothe’s really remarkable work is that 
his “tendency to edify ” has given him sympathetic insight 
into the meaning and aims of a writer at least as guilty 
as himself of the crime of ‘erbaulichen Tendenz.’ He has 
seen, as Jiilicher has not, that the writer knows to whom 
he is writing, and knows them well. 

The preparation of this Commentary has been the 
mxapepyov of several years in such intervals as could be 
spared from Septuagint and College Work. Spasmodic 
efforts, frequently interrupted, lead to uneven results. 
This is the only excuse I have to offer for want of 
completeness and consistency in interpretation, as well 
as for the late date at which the book appears. 

My sincerest thanks are due to Dr. Plummer for the 
kind liberality with which he has interpreted the duties 
of Editor, and the invaluable help which I have in 
consequence received from him, during the period of 
writing as well as that of passing the sheets through the 
Press. 


July 1912. 
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THE EPISTLES OF S. JOHN 


($1. 


significance by a fuller quotation of the Greek in the passages 


which Holtzmann has collected. 


Vv. 


iv. 


iii. 
iv. 


iii. 
v. 
v. 

iii. 


iii. 


20. 


9. 


6. 


. 21. 


aks 
. €K TOD diaBddou early, 


10. 


7 
16. 


. 29. 


II. 
6. 
20. 


I2. 


EPISTLE. 


wa ywhboKwpev Tov adnOivdr. 


Tov vidv adrod Tov povoyeva 
dméoTadkey. 


7d mvetua THs ddnOelas. 


od rovoduer Thy adnbecay. 


. 2 adnbea ovK ori ev hui. 
. 


ToUTw  GARGea ovK 
éorw. 
éx Ths adnOelas ovK Eoriv. 
éx THS aAnOelas éopér. 


ovK ear éx Tod Bed (cf. iv. 
I-4, 6, v. 19). 
h ayamn éx Tod Beod early. 


éx To Kéopov éorly (cf. iv. 5). 


é€ abrod yeyévynrat. 


. €K TOD Beod yeyévynrat (cf. iv. 


Fo Va Le 


. wav TO yeyevynuévoyv éx Tod 


6eod. 


. 0 yeyevynuévos éx TOU Geod 


6 yevyvnbels éx Tod Oeod. 


. Wa réxva Ocod kAnOGuev, 


. viv réxva Oeod éopér (cf. Iii. 


10, v. 2). 
év Tn oKorla mepirare?. 


év T@ oxbret wepiraraper, 
Tov Gedy bv odx édpaxer. 


Oedv ovdels riuirore TeOéarat. 


xiv. 16f. 


Xvi. 13. 
iii. 21. 
Vill. 44. 
xviii. 37. 
viii. 44. 
viii. 47. 
vii. 17. 
viii, 23. 
xv. 19. 


433) 


Cir 28. 


Witz. 
xi, 52. 
viii. 12. 
xii. 35. 
vi. 46. 


i, 18, 


. povoryerns 


GOSPEL. 


- wa ywadokwoly ce Tov 


pévoy adnOivov Oedv. 


. Os wovoryevods Tap marpés. 


Oeds 
povoryerys vids). 


(v2. 6 


. Tov vidv Tov povoyer7 2dw- 


KEV. 


. TOU povoyevois viovd Tov 


Geod, 

Gov mapdkAynTov ... TO 
vedo, TAS dAnOelas (cf. 
XV. 26). 

ékeivos, TO Tvedua THs 
annbeias. 

6 6é rorey Thy adjnOecav. 

ovk €or adjbea év aire. 


Twas 6 dy éx ris ddnbelas. 


€k TOU warpds Tov dtaBddou 
éoré, 
6 dv éx TOD Beod. 


mepl Tis dudaxis, morepov 
€x Tov Geod éoruv. 

vuels €x TovTOU TOD Kéopou 
éoré (cf. xviii. 36). 

el éx Tod Kbopuou Fre (cf. 
Xvii. 14, 16). 

ot... €k Oeod éeyevy7- 
Onoav (vb Quis sss 
natus est). 


6 yeyerynuévos é« Tod 
TVEUMAT IS, 
€Swkev atrots éfovclay 


réxva Oeod yevér Oat. 

Ta Tékva Tod Oeod Ta 
Sveckopmic eva. 

ov ph wepirarhon év TH 
oxorla. 

6 wepirarav év ry cKxorla 
(cf. xi. 9, 10). 

obx St. Tov waTépa Ewpaxéy 
Tts. 

Gedv ovdels éwpaxey mid- 
TOTE, 


61] 


iii. 


i, 


li. 


ve 


iii. 


ili. 
iv. 


iii, 


iv. 


ii. 


iv. 


16. 


13. 


24. 
28. 


12. 


THE EPISTLES AND THE GOSPEL 


EPISTLE. 


exetvos brép Huav Thy wuxhy 
avrod €0nkev. 


apuaptlay ob« éxomer. 


wa eldtjre bre fwhv exere 


alwviov, 


. peraBeBijkauev ex Tod Oavd- 


Tou els THy CwHy. 


vixg Tov Kécpor (cf. ii. 13). 

4 vixn h viknoaca Tov Kéopor. 

tls éorw 6 vikGv Tov Kécpmov ; 

el THY papruplay Tay avOpa- 
To hapBavouer. 


éxeivos égavepdbyn wa rads 
dpaprlas &pn. 

6 Nay St daros kal aluaros 
(cf. v. 8). 

ov OUvaTar duapraverv. 

od (v.2. Gs) Sivarat dyarav. 

pelfwv early 6 Oeds 

Kapolas. 


THS 


. pelfwv early 6 év byiv. 


) waprupla Tod Peod meifwv 
éoTw. 


6 rAéywr ev atr@ péve (cf. 
His 27pallle On 2A, vere i2, 
13, 15, 16). : 

éay év tyuiv pelvyn 6 aw apxis 
HKOUTATE. 

pévere ev avT@. 


6 Beds év huiv péver (cf. vv. 
13, 15, 16). 


xiv. 


xX. 


x. 


Xe 
xiii. 


iii 
GOSPEL. 


Q. 6 éwpaxws ue edpaxev rdov 
TOUTE pd. 

Il. Thy Wuxhv adrod rlOnow 
brép Tay mpoBdrwy (cf. 
ver. 15). 

17. TiOnue Thy Puxv mov, va 
Tad AdBw avrHy. 

18. ée£ovolav exw Oeivar airhv. 

37. THy Puxjv jou brép cod 
Ojow (cf. ver. 38, xv. 
13). 


ix. 41, ovx dp elxere duaprlay (cf. 


iii. 


KV22, 24, XIX 1D): 

15. wa was 6 micrevuv ev abr@ 
éxn Swhv alwvioyv (cf. 
vv. 16, 36, v. 24, vi. 40, 


47, 54). 
v. 39. doxetre év atrats fwhy 
alwvioy exe. 
Vv. 24. meraBéBnkey éx Tod Oavd- 
Tov els Thy fwHy. 
Cf. xiii. 1. peraBy éx rod Kdopovu Tov- 
Tov 1pos Tov TaTépa. 
XV1. 33. eyw vevixna Tov Kécpov. 
lii. 33. 6 AaBav atrod rhy pap- 
tuptay (cf, ili, 11). 
Vv. 34. éyw 0é od mapa dvOpwirov 
Thy waptuplay NapBavw. 
1. 29. 6 alpwy riv duapriay Tod 
Kéoou. 
xix. 34. é&\Oev etOs alwa axl 
Udwp. 
Vill. 43. ov dvvacde dxovew. 
v. 44. W&s dUvacbe... micretoat ; 
xiv. 17. 0xdcmos ov divarat NaBeiv. 
x. 29. 0 marnp mou 5 dédwkév wor 
wavrov pelfov éorw (v.2, 
6s. . . pelfwr). 
xiv. 28. 6 rarhp welfwv mod éorw. 
Vili. 53. “H ov welfwv ef Too marpds 
judy ABpadu 
v. 36. exw rhv wapruplay pelfw 
ToD’ Iwdvov. 
Xv. 4. éav pip év éuol wévyre. 


xv. 7. Kal Ta pnward mou év vpiv 
pelvy. 
vi. 56. év euol weve kaye ev adrg 


(cf, xiv. 10), 


lV 
iii. 
iv. 

ii. 


il. 


iii. 


ii. 


li. 


iii. 
ll. 


16. 


23; 


II, 


17. 


27. 


3. 


6. 
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EPISTLE. 


mas 6 rovev Thy dpaprlay (cf. 
iii. 8, 9). 

Kal nets eyvmkapev Kal meme- 
oTrevKkapey THY ayamny 
K.T.A. 


. ay Tas EvTOAS adTOD THPGLEv 


(cf. ii, 4, iii. 22, 24, Vv. 3). 


. ds & av rnp7n adrod rov Nbyov. 


Kadws Owkev evToNy jfiv. 


odx oldev mod brdyeu. 


. obrds éoriv 6 éAOwy. 


péver eis Tov alava, 


ob xpelay exere tva tis du- 
OdoKyn vedas. 


ayvifer éavrév. 
(éxetvos=Christ) Ka0as éxe?- 
vos Tepierarncev (cf. iii, 3, 


5) 7» 16, iv. 17). 


viii. 


vi. 


Xiv. 
xiv. 
Xiv. 
xii. 
Xili. 
xi. 
ili. 
viii. 


xiii. 


i. 
Chi. 


Vili. 
xii, 


XVi. 
xi, 
il. 
ili. 
iv. 
ix. 


(?) xix. 


34- 
69. 


15. 
Ohi 
31. 
49. 


34. 
57- 


8. 
14. 


36. 
33. 
15. 
35. 
34- 


Set 


30. 
55: 
oT. 
30. 
25. 
37. 


35- 


[S1. 


GOSPEL. 
mwas 6 Toay Thy &maprlay. 


kal tets mericrevKapev 
kal éyvixapev Ste od eb 
K.T.A. 

Tas évTodas T&S EUs TNP?- 
ETE, 

6 éxwv Tas évrodds ov Kal 
Tnpav avras (cf. xv. 10). 

Kadws évrorhy €dwKxéy por 6 
marnp (v.2. évereihato). 

6... marnp évrodny 
d€dwxev rl elu. 

évTonhy Kawhy dldwmue butv. 

dedwKeioav dé of apxcepets 
. . » €VTOAGS. 

ovk oldas .. . mod bmdye. 

olda . . . rod trdyw (cf. 
xiii. 33). 

mod trdyes; (cf. xiv. 5, 
xvi. 5). 

odrés eorw 6 Barrifwv. 

otros Fv 6 elrmv—v.l. bv 
elzrov.) 

6 vids wéver els Tdv aldva. 

6 xpicrds péver els Tov 
aiéva (not confined to 
Johannine books). 

ov xpelay elyev iva Tis 
paprupyon. 

ov xpelay exes Wa rls ce 
épwr@ (cf. xili. 10, ovK 
2yeu xpelav vivac@at). 

wu ayvlowow éavrous. 

éxetvos dé ever mepl Tod 
vaod Tod cwmaros avrov. 

éxelvoy det avtdvecy, 

brav On éxetvos. 

6 NadG@y pera ood éxeivds 
éoTi. 

kal éxetvos oldev Ste dAnOA 
Aéyer. 


With regard to the use of éxetvos of Christ, Holtzmann quotes 
The last passage from 
the Gospel, not quoted by Holtzmann, is the only exact parallel, 
if it is to be interpreted in this sense, to the usage of the Epistle. 
In all the other instances there is some sort of antecedent which 


Jn. i. 8, which is obviously a mistake. 


determines the meaning of éxeivos. 


But, at any rate, it is possible 


to see in the Gospel, if it is earlier than the Epistle, a growing 
tendency to use éxetvos of Christ, almost as a proper name, a use 
which has become fixed in the Epistle. 


The attempt has been made to show how each phrase is used 
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in the Gospel and the Epistle. The connection is obvious. In 
explaining it the choice has to be made between an imitator 
and a writer repeating, not without significant variations, his 
common phrases and methods of expression. The usage of 
these phrases seems on the whole to support the latter hypo- 
thesis. But the question can only be determined after con- 
sidering the other evidence. 

It will be noticed that in the phrases quoted above the 
similarity is not confined to actual phrases used, but extends to 
common types, in which the same outline is variously filled up. 
Other, and perhaps clearer, instances of this have been noticed. 
Compare 1 Jn. v. 10 with Jn. iii. 18 (the upper line gives the 
words of the Epistle, the lower of the Gospel) 6 pi morevwy 


 0eG Weborny reroinkey adté THY pap- 
79 bed my meroinkey abrév » iY pop 


ov , > 
75 , OTL . WEMTLOTEVKEV ELS 
1079 KEKPLTaL PY 


/ a uA © 4 \ cal > la) 
Lo V PELApTUPYHKEV O Geo: TEPL TOU nA GuToOVv . 
it ce Al a oa bat pls viod P00 FT [R12 


TO 6vopa. TOU povoyevous Tov Oeov 
¢ ‘ 9 tA 
i H (9 lon) ares » \. 3) WATEpG | see ; 
de po 1 Jn. ii. 8 with 
with Jn. i. 1, B dives. 7? ae ee J 


rob BiaBehov 1 Jn. iv. 5 with Jn. iii. 31, 


a or 
.- Vill. 41, TA €pya_ 4 . a 
Re ee AT: PY to marpos bpov’? 


avrot , ToD KOcpov ciciy. 1a TodTO , Tod Kdaopov 
6 dv éx THs ys THS yas eoriv Kal THS ys 
Aadotow ? : ; . 
Nad 22 Jn. iv. 13 with Jn. vi. 56, év airG pévopev Kal abros 
év jpiv, év enol pever Kayo ev airO; 1 Jn. v. 4 with Jn. iii, 6, 76 
Geod bez , eae 
, > a 
évov €K TOU ; 1 Jn. iil. 15 with Jn. v. 33, ov« exer 
VEY yp Evov avetparos? J 5 J 3° X 
x cA 2 > a / >) / > a“ > cd ? cn 
Conv aidsviov ev ait pévovoay, Tov AOyov abrov ovK exeTE Ev bpiy 
wW 
ri es . tes oloare ‘ Sys 
: ; F 22 ayv adnfeav. It 
pévovra; I Jn. ii. 21 with Jn. vill. 32, Pore Pra H 


would be easy to make the list along one. But these examples 

serve as illustrations. Again, the usage suggests a writer who 

varies his own phrases, rather than a mere copyist. If it is a 

question of copying, there has at least been intelligent use and 
not slavish imitation. 

The following points of similarity of style have often been 

noticed : i 

(1) The infrequent use of the relative. The thought is 

carried on by means of 
(a) ob... GAdd, This use is very frequent. Cf. Jn. 
i Oi. 145 2.0. WM. 2736,-2%, 
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(2) Disconnected sentences. Cf. 1 Jn. i 8 (€dy 
elzwpev), 9 (eav SpodroySpev), 10 (édy etrwper) ; 
Jn. iii, 18, 6 moredwov ... 6 pH moredor. 
Frequent in Gospel and Epistle. 

(c) Positive and negative expression of a thought. 
Cf. 1 Jn. i. 5,0 Geds pas éoriv kat oxoria odk ert 
év airy ovdeuia: Jn. i. 3, mavra dv’ abtrov eyévero 
kal xwpis airod éyévero ove ev. 

(2) The emphasizing of a thought by introducing it with a 
demonstrative, €v rovrw, airy, etc., followed by an 
explanatory clause introduced by iva, éay, or 6r, or 
by a clause added in apposition. 


EPISTLE, GOSPEL. 


v. 4. atrn édory . vikn... F 
mloris Hueov. 
iii, 11. atrn éorly  dyyela... xv. 12. abrn éorly fh évroky... Wa 
tva dyamr@mev. ayarare. 
vi. 29. rodré éort Td epyov... 
Wa miorevnre. 


v. 9. atrn éorly 7 maprupla.. lil, 19. ary éorly 7 Kplow 8re 7d 
Ore mewaprvpnKer, pies EjrvOev K.T.r. 
iv. 9. év rovTm éepavepwbn 4 dydrn ix. 30. év rovTw yap 7d Oavpacrdy 
Ore. . . améotadkev. eorw Ort duets ovK otdare. 
ii, 3. €v ToUTw ywwoKoMev... EdY Xill. 35. Ev TOUTW ‘yYwooVTaL.. « 
. +. THpOwev. édv aydmrny exnre. 
ii. 6. év rolitw ywioxouev... 6 iv. 37. €v ro’r@ 6 Adyos Early ady- 
Aéyov . . « ddelrew Owds. . . €ya adméoreira 
K.T.A. 


iii. 24. év ro’rw ywidoKowev ... EK 
Tov mvevuaros. 

iv. 17. év rovTw reredelwrat.. . iva xv. 8. év robrw edotdcbn . 2. Wa 
Tmappnolay &xwuev. Kaprov pépnre. 

v. 2. €y TovTw  ‘yiwwoKomev . se 
Orav . . . dyar@pev. 


iii, 1. dd rodro od ywwwoKer. . « v. 16. dia Totro édlwxov . . . Ort 
8re odK éyvw. emote, 

iii, 8, els rodro édavepwOy. .. Wa xviii. 37. els Totro yeyévynuat.. . 
Noy. Wa mapTupiow. 


In most of these instances the reference of év 
TovTw, etc., to what follows is undoubted, though some 
of them are often, if not usually, interpreted otherwise. 
Again, the impression left by studying them is not that 
of slavish copying. 

(3) Several other small points may also be noticed : 

The use of raés 6 with a participle: cf. 1 Jn. ili. 4, was 
6 roov: Jn. iii. 16, tas 6 mucredwv. Frequent in both 
writings. 

wav (ro) with the participle, where wavres might have 
been used. 
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Chet Fav 4) mv TO yeyevynpévov éx Tod Oeod vika: Jn. 
vi. 37, Tav 0 Sidwoty por. . . mpds pe Héet. 

The repetition of emphatic words, especially xécpos, 
Oeds, mvedpa. 

The frequent use of kat... dé: cf. I Jn. i. 3, Kal 
kowwvla St 7) huerépa: Jn. Vi. 51, Kal 6 dpros dé. 

The elliptic use of aAN’ iva: cf. x Jn. iil. 19, GAN ta 
pavepwbdow ore obk clolv mdvres e& iypov : us ix. 3 
GAN iva pavepwh 70. &pya Tod Oeod: Jn. i. 8, GAN va 
paprupyon mept Tov puros. 

The use of xafas .. . xa: cf. r Jn. ii. 18, Kaas HKov- 
gare... kal viv... yeyovacwr : Jn. xiii, 15, ta 
Kabws eym eroinga . . . Kai tyes TOUTE, 

The elliptic use of ob Kabos: cf. 1 Jn. ili, 11, 12, _ yar i- 
pev ddA7jAovs" ov KaBdrs Katy &€k rod movnpod qv: Jn. 
vi. 58, otrés éorw 6 dpros 6 é& otpavod KataBds, ob 
Kalas epayor ot ratépes kal drébavov. 

Some of these are worth noticing in view of the 
assertion that the similarities of style and expression 
are mostly in the case of obvious points, which are 
easily imitated. 


(4) Attention must also be drawn to the limited vocabulary 


of both writings, and the very small number of dzaé 
Aeydpeva (7.2. words not found elsewhere in the New 
Testament) which they contain in common. Of 
words common to both writings but not found else- 
where in the New Testament we have only dév6pw7é- 
erovos and mwapdéxAyros. The First Epistle gives us 
four dwaf deyopeva (ayyeAla, ihaopds, vikn, xpiopa). 
If the three Epistles are taken together the list is 
increased by the following words, dvrixpioros, émide- 
xopat, Kupia, pirorputeiw, pdvapéw, xdprys. The 
number in the Gospel is far larger, and does not offer . 
any striking contrast to the other Books of the N.T. 
But its longer list, as compared with the Epistles, is 
adequately explained by the character of the words 
which it contains. 

The importance of N.T. dzaé Xeydpeve has naturally 
decreased in consequence of the discoveries of Papyri 
in the last quarter of a century, which have taught us 
the danger of treating N.T. Greek as an isolated 
phenomenon, even if the actual words in question are 
not among those of which our knowledge has been 
substantially increased by better acquaintance with 
vulgar Greek. It may also be doubted whether the 
author’s vocabulary is really so limited as the perusal 
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of his writings at first suggests. He can say most 
of what he has to say by the careful use of a few 
words, and prefers to vary his forms of expression 
rather than his vocabulary. He has no love for 
synonyms which have no difference in meaning. He 
does not care to show his command of language by 
the use of many onpaivovra to express the same 
onpovdpevov. He is altogether free from the 
artificialities of the later literary xowy. He does not, 
however seem to be at loss for a word to express his 
meaning. But however this may be, the limited 
range of normal vocabulary is a feature common to 
both writings. 
The similarity is not confined to style and vocabulary, 
extends to ideas, both as regards doctrine and ethics. 
(1) The general ideas which form the basis of the Johannine 
teaching are common to both. 
The incarnation of the Son of God: 
1 Jn. iv. 2. “Inootv Xpicrov év capxt éAndAvbdra, 
Jn. i. 14. 6 Adyos wdpé eyevero. 
~The life which has its source in Him: 
I Jn. Vv. It. avry n Cu é eV TO vid avuTov €OTLV. 
Jn ig (6 yéyover) é év atT@ Loon F HV. 
Vi. 35. 6 dpros THs Cojs (cf. ver. 48). 
vi. 33. Conv dors 7 Koop. 
And which is identified with Him: : 
i Jn i120 den’ apxns . .. wept tod Adyou THs 
fos oe kal ” or) _epavepady. 
Jn. v. 26. ottws cal 76 vid Boxev why exe ev 
éauTo. 
xi. 25. eyd eit... 1) Son. 

(In 1 Jn. v. 20, otrés eorw 6 GAnOuvds Oeds 
kat Cot aidvios probably refers to the Father, 
the God who has been made known by Jesus 
Christ ; cf. Jn. v. 26a.) 

Abiding in God: being in Christ, the means of abiding 
in God: 
I Jn. ii. 24. év TO via Kae ev Te matpt PEVELTE, 
ill, 6. was 6 & aire péeveov. 
Jn. vi. 56. ev enol péver Kaya | év adTo. 
XV. 4-7. (6 pevav év enol Kaya év ard). 
1 Jn. v. 20. éopev ev 7G GANOwWG ev TE VIG adrod 
*Inood Xpwrg. 
Jn. xiv. 20. eyo &v TS Tatpi pov kal tyes ev pot 
Kayo ev dutv. 
XVil. 21. iva Kal adrol év juiv dow. 
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God’s word abiding in us: 
i Jn. i. 14, 6 Abyos 100 Geo &y tin piv. 
ii. 24. 6 qnobaure bx’ bpyns bv ipiv pevero. 
Jn. v. 38. tov hévyov ato obn tyere bv tpi plvovra. 
God’s love proved by the sending of His Son: 
«a Jn. iv. g. &y retry thovepity 4 bybrq 1H bes & 
hyy on roy viby otro roy povoyerh brtatadnev. 
Jn. iii. 16. obs Hrybrqoe 6 bes tiv Koopov bore Tov 
Toy povaryevy Coney. 
The cp esuer pry to love the brethren, which is the result 
this: 
1 Jn. iii. 23. wal byoripe Ddrnhows nabios Bonev 
évrohay jpay (ch. iii. 11, 16, 18). 
Jn. xii. 34. va byorire Ddirows nabs tybrq00 
tpas (ch. xv. 12, 17). 
Believers the children of God: 
tJn.v. 1. wisbmwrdov. . . & 10 Geot yeyervarus. 
Jn. i 12, 13. Boney abrois ovale rixva ber 
yvistn, tis murdovew eis Tb Gvops atrod. 
The great stress laid on “ witness” : 
1 fa. v. 6, 70 wveips, tor 70 popropowy (cf. vv. 9-11). 
Jn. v. 36, 37. eyo 0 Qo ry popropioy peilo ro 
ovKnar, CFE. viii. 17 £. 

(z) Certain pairs of opposites common to both writings: Light 

and Darkness, Life and Death, Love and Hate, 
Truth and Falsehood, The Father and the World, 
To be of the World, To be not of the World, God 
and the Devil, The children of God and the 
children of the Devil, To know and not to know 
God, To have seen and not to have seen Him, To 
have life and not to have life. 

It would be very easy to extend largely those lists of 
similarities between the two writings. Many more are noticed 
in the Commentary. To quote all that exist would involve 
printing practically the whole of the Epistle and a large part 
of the Gospel. Schulze’s statement, quoted by Holtzmann 
(p. 134), can hardly be denied, “In the whole of the first Epistle 
ere is hardly a single thought that is not found in the Gospel.” 

No one would dispute Holtzmann’s judgment, that these 
similarities are closer than those which connect the Third 
Gospel and the Acts, “whose common authorship is un- 
doubted.” In the Pauline literature the case of Ephesians and 
- Colossians is analogous. We ought perhaps to add that of 
(part of) the two Epistles to the Thessalonians. And it must be 
admitted that these analogies raise the question of imitation. 
The question may well be asked whether a writer of such 


x THE EPISTLES OF S. JOHN [S 1, 


undoubted power and originality as the author of the Fourth 
Gospel! would be likely “only to copy himself.” It is quite 
possible that a writer who had steeped himself in the thought of 
the Fourth Gospel might produce the First Epistle. And it is 
by no means impossible that we have a similar case, perhaps the 
work of the same imitator, in the twenty-first chapter of the 
Gospel. 

The answer to the question may prove to be discoverable 
only in the light of the writer’s circumstances. The author of 
the Epistle certainly does not aim at literary effect. The edifica- 
tion of his children in the faith is his sole purpose in writing. 
And he is intensely in earnest. He is convinced that he knows 
what truths will meet their needs. He is fully aware that he has 
nothing new to say. They must learn to use what they already 
possess, even that which they had been taught from the begin- 
ning, by himself or by another. These are circumstances under 
which repetition was almost inevitable, especially in the case of 
a man whose nature led him to ponder deeply over a few ideas 
rather than to produce new thoughts every day. 

There is another point which must be considered in this 
connection. In what sense is the author of the Fourth Gospel 
original? Few would venture to deny the depth of thought and 
spiritual insight of the Fourth Gospel. How far is this due to 
the author’s originality? How much has he learnt from others, 
or from Another? ‘There will probably always be differences of 
opinion as to whether he is most indebted to S. Paul or to the 
Lord Himself. The Fourth Gospel has a large part to play in 
the controversy which rages round the question Jesus or Paul? 
But whether we accept or reject the paradox of Wernle, “It is 
S. Paul who is original, S. John is not,” as a solution of the 
Johannine problem, we can hardly escape the impression which 
the study of the Fourth Gospel leaves with us, that its author 
meditates and transforms rather than originates. The process 
may have reached a further stage of development in the Epistle. 
We may be nearer to the writer’s own thoughts, or rather the 
process of assimilation may be more complete, whereas in the 
Gospel we can trace more clearly his debt to another. But such 
a writer as the author of the Gospel might well “repeat himself,” 
especially if he were fully conscious that he had already said or 
taught his readers all that they required to meet the circumstances 
in which they found themselves placed. ‘Yueis 3 jxovoare ax” 
dpxjs ev iuiv pevérw is the burden of his message. His chief 
object in writing is to remind them what it was. 

It cannot, therefore, be said that the absence of new matter 


If, for present purposes, we may so describe the man who has given it to 
us in its present form. 
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in the Epistle is ecessarily suspicious. But this view would, of 
course, have to be modified if convincing evidence were forth- 
coming that the resemblance between the two writings is mainly 
confined to obvious points which could be easily caught and 
imitated, while there are real differences in minor points of style 
and expression where conscious imitation would be less easy, 
and where the peculiarities of the imitator would be most likely 
to show themselves. The following points are cited in support 
of such a hypothesis : 

“Exew éArida éri tu, This is said to be “contrary to the 
general usage of the N.T. (Ro. xv. 12 being a quotation from 
the O.T.), and also to that of Jn. v. 45 (€Amifew ets rwa).” The 
“usage of the N.T.” is surely rather difficult to decide. As to 
éxev éAzrida we have Ac. xxiv. 15, éAmida exwy eis tov Oedv, and the 
passage in question from the Epistle with éwi. As to éeAmilew we 
find <is 6v, Jn. v. 45; ér atr@, Ro. xv. 12 (=Is. xi. 10); év Xprord, 
1 Co. xv. 19; emt Ged, 1 Ti. iv. 10, vi. 17; éat [tov] Ocdv, 1 Ti. v. 5 ; 
érl rAovrou adyAdrytt, I Ti. vi. 173 eri tiv. . . xdpu, 1 P. i. 133 
cis Oedv, I P. iil. 5. It is unnecessary to illustrate or quote its use 
with the accusative, or 6ru, or the infinitive, or its use absolutely. 
The evidence is clearly insufficient to establish a N.T. use for or 
against any particular construction. 

We must next consider the use of a6 with the verbs dxovew, 
airetv, AapBavev (cf. also éyxew, ii, 20, iv. 21), as against the 
usual construction with wapa which is found in the Gospel. 
With regard to dxovew the usage is clear, so far as it goes, though 
it may be noticed that dxovew dé occurs only once in the 
Epistle, where it probably has a slightly different shade of mean- 
ing, emphasizing the ultimate rather than the immediate source 
of the hearing, that both constructions, dé and mapa, are found 
in Acts (ix. 13, x. 22), and that Gospel and Epistle share the 
commoner construction, ze, with a genitive of the person. 
AapBavev occurs twice, airety once in the Epistle, with the 
construction dzé twos. In the Gospel AapBdvew wapa is found 
four times, airety wapdé once. There is not very much ground 
here for a theory of separate authorship. 

The following differences are also noticed, which for con- 
venience may be tabulated: 


EPISTLE. GOSPEL. 
cowwvia, The Holy Spirit. 
éxew rov vidy. Birth from above. 
aydmn TeTENeLWpevy. 
Beds dydmrn. Oeds mvetua. 
aydmrny ayaray. ayarny diddvat. 
memurTevKapey Kal EYVMKA[LEY. éeyvikauev Kal remioreikaper. 


movety Thy SiKatocdynv. Tove THy adjOeav. 
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So far the list is perhaps more striking for its resemblances than 
its differences. There are, however, undoubtedly many words 
and phrases which are peculiar to each. Some of them remind 
us that the vocabulary of the author or authors is not quite so 
limited as is generally assumed. In any case, can we say that 
the peculiarities are greater than can be naturally explained by 
differences of time, circumstances, and subject ? 

The Index has been arranged so as to give with rough accuracy 
the full facts of vocabulary. It will be sufficient here to notice 
the differences to which Holtzmann has called attention. 

The following words are quoted from the Gospel which are 
absent from the Epistle: d0fa, dogalew, xdpis, tAnpwpa, otpavds, 
dviordvew, dvactivar, dvaoracts, eyetpeuy, of vexpol, dvwbev, Bacrrc.a 
Tod Geod, Ta emiyera (€rovpavia), tpotoOa, drodrdivat, colew, 
epyaleoOar (used in the shorter Epp.), cwrypia, 6 wéuas, xpivey, 
Kpiwa, Ovaxoveiv, Sudkovos, eupavie, eipyvn. Of these words some 
are so rare, comparatively or absolutely, that their absence in the 
Epistle would be more probable than their presence. There 
are not many which we should even expect to find, though the 
absence of dd£a, 6 réupas, kpivev, dvwbev calls for notice. There 
is perhaps not one of which we can say that the author of the 
Gospel must have used it if the Epistle were his. 

The list of phrases is larger. A few facts as to usage, which 
go far to modify the significance of the list, have been noted 
in brackets: 7d mvedua 7rd dyvov (once in Gospel, cf. also xx. 22, 
mvedua ayvov, Whereas 76 vevwa is the common usage in both), 
yevvnOjvae ex rvevpatos, e€ Voaros Kal mvevuaros (confined to the 
conversation with Nicodemus, while yevwyOjvar ex Oeod is 
common to both writings), d@yarav 76 $s, 76 oKdros (once in 
Gospel), fadtrAa mpdocew (twice), paptupia, of God (? cf. 1 Jn. v. 
9, 10), 6 Kvpuos, of Christ (séx times, of which three are in ch. xxi. ; 
xiii, 14, 16 have not been included), 4 dpy} rod Oeod (once, cf. 
Apoc.), ideiv Lwnv (once), mpookuvety ev mvetpatt Kal ddybeta 
(twice, in ch. iv.), tysav tov mwarépa, vidv (thrice in one verse, 
besides which only vili. 49, tyu@ Tov wratépa pov, cf. xii. 26, Tyjoer 
airov 6 matyp), moueiy Ta dyabd (once), dvarracis Cwns, Kpicews 
(once each), poprupely rH} dAnOela (twice, cf. « Jn. v. 6, Kat rd 
TvEeipd EoTL TS apTUpOdY, OTL TO TvEDUA eT 7 GAnOea), epavvav Tas 
ypabds (once), otk arobvickew (¢wice, in ch. xxi., but cf. wH, ob py 
twice or thrice) darofvyjoxew év rH éuaptia (thrice, in one context), 
pipata Tod Geod, Cwns aiwviov (twice and once), pas Tod Kdcpov, THs 
Lons (thrice and once), etvar ex Tav dvw, Kdtw (once each), pévew ev 
TG oye (once, cf. 2 Jn. 9, weve ev 7H Sidayy: the corresponding 6 
Adyos. . . wéver. . . €v is common to Gospel and Epistle), 6 Adyos 
Xwpet (once), EdevBepodv (twice); and édevOepos yevérOau (once, in 
same context), Gewpeiv Odvaroy, yeverOar Oavdrov (once each), 6 


é 
§1.] THE EPISTLES AND THE GOSPEL xili 


dpxov TOD KOo/LOV Aonce, tovtov fwice), viol Tod pords (once), 6 vids 
€v TO tatpi (?), 6 rarip €v TO vid (once, 6 7aTnp &v €pol, etc., 
fairly common), pirety, picety THY Yoxiy (once each), €xew elpyynv 
(once), xe TO POs (twice), musreverv Eis TO pas (once), érounacew 
Tomov (fwice, in same context), airety év TO ovopare (Xpiorod) 
(five times, cf. I Jn. v. 14, kata 76 GeAnpa), movny Toreiv mapa Tie 
(once), Kapov pepe (ezght times, of which s¢x are in xv. 2-8), 
gavepodv TO dvoua (once, the use of davepody is characteristic of 
both), &v «iva: (four times). If this list is at all complete, or 
representative, 1t certainly affords very little evidence of the 
presence in the Gospel of characteristic phrases not to be 
found in the Epistle. It consists mostly of phrases which are 
found only once or twice, or which, if they occur more frequently, 
are generally confined to a special context. There are very few 
of them of which we can say that their absence from the Epistle 
is significant. 

It may be worth while to go through in the same way the 
fifty “‘ pecularities” which Holtzmann has noted for the Epistle. 

(1) 6 with the Present Participle. (Found ezgf¢ times in Jn. 
xiil.-xvi., but certainly more frequent in the Epistle.) 

(2) eay cirwpev ST, TEpiTaTOuev, duoroyGpey (édv with each 
of these verbs occurs in the Gospel, and the use of éav 
is fairly frequent in both writings; naturally oppor- 
tunities for the use of the rst person plural are far 
less in the Gospel than in the Epistle). 

(3) &k twos ywdoxewv (twice). Cf. 1 Jn. ii. 18 (dBc). 

(4) tyets followed by a relative sentence, which becomes 
the subject of the righ sentence (tpels 0 HKovoate 
oe. eV UV pevero, i il. 24, ck. 27). (May we not 
compare Jn. x. 29, 6 sath pou d déduKxey pou ravTwv 
peilov é éorw ?) 

(5) xowwvia, with God, Christ, the brethren. (The teaching 
about xowwvia in the Epistle is surely the natural 
sequel of Jn. xiv.—xvii.) 

(6) dyyeXia, erayyeNia, emayyeAdew. (It may be noted that 
aryyehew 1 isa N.T. daaé Aeyopevov 1 in the Gospel.) 

(7) éavrov thavay. (The verb is common to both.) 

(8) dpodoyety Tas dwaprias. (The verb is, of course, common 
to both. Its use with éyopria is peculiar, in the N.T., 
to the one passage 1 Jn. i. 9; cf. é€ouodoyeioBar, Mt., 
Mk., Ja. 

(9) mords, of God. (Once. The word is used once in the 
Gospel.) 

(10) # dey dary terehelwrau. (Cf Jn. XVli. 23, iva dow TeredEww- 
pévo eis ev eee Kal nydrnoas avrovs Ka0das eye 
nydryoas.) 
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(11) dudvora (once). E 

(12) wapéyev. (More correctly apdéyeoOa. The active 
mapdéyew occurs twice in the Gospel, in a different 
sense.) 

(13) dyaway rovs adecAgovs. (The phrase of the Gospel, 
iva ayarare ddANAovs, quoted as a contrast, is perhaps 
a sufficient parallel.) 

(14) oxdvdador, ii. 10 (cf., however, with the context, é& 77 
oKkotia wepuTatel ovK oldey ov trdyer: Jn. xi. Q, éav 

“Tis TepiTaTH ev TH NEPA OV TpoTKOTTEL.) 

(15) ddéwvtar iptv at duapriac Sua 7d dvopa avrod. (Cf. 
Jn. xx. 23, dv twwv adinre tas duaptias addéwvrac 
avrots. ) 

(16) Wevdorpopyrat, dvrixpicro.. (Cf. Jn. v. 43) 

(17) ayarav tov Kdopov. (Should we compare Jn. xxi. 15, 
dyards we wéov TovTwv? At any rate the resemblance 
of the two writings in their use of xdécpos is far more 
striking than the absence of a particular phrase from 
one of them.) 

(18) ddaloveia (once). 

(19) Bios (twece). 

(20) dyarnrot. (Six times; cf. 3 Jn. dyaryré thrice. The 
doctrine of dydry contained in the Gospel would 
certainly account for the frequency of this form of 
address in the Epistle.) 

(21) 76 xpicpo. (Thrice; cf. Jn. iii. 34, didwow 76 rvedpa: 
cf. vii. 39.) 

(22) dpveicba, duoroyeiv, Tov vidv. (Cf., however, Jn. i. 20, 
opoddynoev Kal odk HpvyrarTo.) 

(23) éxew Tov warépa, rov vidv. (Cf, perhaps, Jn. iii. 29, 6 éywv 
tiv vdupny.) 

(24) mappyoia mpos tov Oedv. (The word is fairly common 
in the Gospel.) 

(25) aicxvvec Ba (ii. 28, aicyvvOdpuev da abrod. (Cf. Jn. iii. 20, 
ovK EpxeTar mpds TO His, iva un eLeyyxOH Ta Epya adrod.) 

(26) mapovoia (once). 

(27) dporor aird éoduca. (? Cf. Jn. ix. 9, dmous aird: 
Vill. 55, €vopat Gporos dpiv.) 

(28, 29) Omitted apparently by mistake. 

(30) éAmis. (Once. The word does not occur in any of the 
Gospels. Cf., however, Jn. v. 45, eis Ov #Amikare, with 
the passage in the Epistle, iii, 3, 6 e€ywv ri éArida 
TavTyv ér adTd.) 

(31) dyvés. (Once. But dyvifev, which occurs in the same 
verse, is common to both.) 

(32) dvouia. (Zwice. In the same context.) 
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(33) efavepdOy 6 vids trod Oeod. (Cf. Jn. i. 31, GAN wa 
pavepwhy 7 “Iopayd.) 

(34) Avew Ta Epya tod SiaBdrov. (Cf. Jn. vii. 23, a py 

. AvOH 6 vopos: vill. 41, Ta epya Tod warpos tpav.) 

(35) 76 oréppa Tod Geod, 6 yevvycas (of God). (Cf. Jn. i. 13, 
ex Geod éyervnPnoav : Vill. 33, oréppa ABpadp.) 

(36) & tovrw gavepd éotw. (Pavepody is characteristic of 
both writings.) 

(37) kataywadoxew. (Zwice. Elsewhere only in Gal. ii. 11.) 

(38) 6 ev duty, 6 ev Th Kéopw. (The contrast is character- 
istically Johannine, though the actual phrases do not 
occur in the Gospel.) 

(39) peveww &v 7G Oavdty. (A phrase cast in a thoroughly 
Johannine mould. Cf. also Jn. iii. 36, 6 d€ dweOav 
TS vid od« dWerar Conv, GAN H Spy) Tod Oeod péver 
éx’ adrov.) 

(40) morevew 7G dvduate Tod viod (ill. 23. If we complete 
the phrase, airod “Incod Xpiotov, we may compare 
Jn. xx. 31, a moredyte ott “Incods eorw 6 Xpiotos 6 
vids Tod Geod, kal iva muorevovtes Cwnv exnte ev TO 
évopate adrod). 

(41) 70 veda THs wAdvys. (Cf. 7o aveipa THs adAnGeias, 
which is common to both. The one phrase suggests 
the other.) 

(42) Soxipdlev 7a rvevpara (once). 

(43) KAciew Ta orddyxva. (The verb is common to both.) 

(44) weiOew ras Kapdias yyav. (Cf, perhaps, u) tapaocéc Ow 
tpav 7 Kapoud. ) 

(45) dpapria mpos Odvarov. (Cf. Jn. 1x. 41, 4 duopria tyav 
péver: Vili. 24, droOaveiabe év tals duaprias tpav.) 

(46) rnpetv éavtdr, éavrov pvddocev. (The former is probably 
not the true text, airdév having better support. With 
type avrov, Cf. Jn. xvil. 12, éym éryjpovv attots év TO 
évopari pov. For dvAdocer cf. xvii. 12, cat épvrAaga.) 

(47) 6 Kécpos dros év 7G wovnpd keira. (Cf. Jn. xvii. 15, 
iva Tnpyons adrovs éx TOU rovypod.) 

(48) $éBos, as the opposite of dydzy, the Gospel having only 
poBos tav “lovdaiwv. Perhaps it is not altogether 
fanciful to see some recollection of the fear which 
kept men from open confession, in the love issuing 
in confidence, which “casts out fear.” 

(49) exew Thy paprupiay év éavrG. (Perhaps we may compare 
Jn. iii. 33, 6 AaBov abrod tiv paprupiav éo ppdy.o ev). 

(50) xdAacrs (once). 

Thus on closer inspection a considerable number of the 

phrases which are actually peculiar to the Epistle remind us 
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so strongly of similar phrases and thoughts in the Gospel that 
it is again the resemblance rather than the difference that is 
brought into prominence. The phenomena are not inconsistent 
with the theory of imitation, but they do not find their most 
natural explanation in it. The variations in phrase suggest 
common authorship rather than servile, or even intelligent, 
copying. Both writings show the same characteristics, a small 
vocabulary used and used up; reiteration with slight variations, 
generally conveying some correspondingly slight difference of 
meaning; and no more new words than the differences of 
subject and circumstance call for, and are amply sufficient to 
explain. 

Is there any difference in the ideas and conceptions expressed 
in this similar but not identical phraseology, sufficiently marked 
to compel us to assume a corresponding difference in author- 
ship? 

euch a difference can hardly be found in the Adyos of the 
Gospel Prologue as compared with the vaguer Adyos trys Cans of 
the Epistle. No doubt the one phrase describes a difference of 
Person, while the other is impersonal. But the personal distinc- 
tion of vids and waryp is as clearly marked in the Epistle as in 
the Gospel. It is possible that the more definite Adyos has been 
avoided in agreement with the growing Monarchian tendencies 
of a later stage of doctrine, but the pre-existent personality of 
Him who “came in flesh” is as definitely taught in the Epistle 
as in the Gospel. | 

In the Epistle the sum of the éyyeA‘a which the writer has 
to announce is said to be that God is light. In the Gospel, 
light is used as a description of the pre-existent and the Incar- 
nate Logos. And in general it has been maintained that the 
Christ of the Epistle is more definitely separated from God and 
brought nearer to the believing Christian. The Christ of the 
Epistle is only Prophet, Example, Advocate, Reconciler. He 
is separated from us by sinlessness rather than by Divinity. 

It is probably true that in the Gospel Christ is always repre- 
sented as the connecting point between God and the world. 
As God is to Christ, so is Christ to ‘“ His own,” whereas in the 
Epistle this relation is “simplified.” Commentators are divided 
as to whether this is brought about by setting God on the one 
side, Christ and His own on the other, or whether the Epistle 
goes further than the Gospel in the direction of glorifying the 
Christ. The number of passages in the Epistle in which it is. 
extremely difficult to decide whether God or Christ is the subject, 
certainly point in the latter direction. But it is doubtful whether 
the differences between Gospel and Epistle are as great as is 
assumed by those who maintain the theory of different author- 
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ship. In the Gospel it is natural that the relation of Christ 
to God on the one hand, and to His followers on the other, 
should be dwelt upon; while in the Epistle the relation of the 
Brethren to the Father should be more prominent. But this 
relationship is always conceived of as realized in and through 
Christ. ‘‘Our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son 
Jesus Christ.” We may compare Jn. xvi. 27, “the Father Him- 
self loveth you”; “I do not say that I will ask the Father 
concerning you.” The difference exists, but it is a difference 
of standpoint and of expression, not a fundamental difference of 
conception. Andit is a difference specially noticeable in certain 
forms of expression which are used, rather than in the general 
teaching of the Epistle as a whole. The Gospel taught who 
and what the Christ is. The Epistle is written to assure those 
who had learned its lesson that, if they will but remember it, 
they can feel sure confidence as to the relationship in which 
they stand to God in His Son Jesus Christ. The differences 
correspond to the different objects of the two writings. 

If this view of the general teaching of the two writings is 
correct, it will explain the similar phenomena which are traceable 
with regard to the ideas of life and love. In the Gospel it 
is Christ who came that they might have life—in the Epistle we 
read Cwnv aidviov Owxev Hut 6 Oeds: but the author hastens to add, 
“this life is in His Son.” So with love. In the Gospel “the 
love wherewith God loves the faithful is always grounded in 
the love wherewith He loves the Son.” They must abide in the 
Son’s love, as He abides in the love of the Father. In 1 Jn. iv. 
g—11 the stress is laid on the love of God for the world and for 
us. But the intimate connection of this passage with Jn. ii. 16 
certainly suggests that the writer of the Epistle is conscious of 
no fundamental difference of view. Again, in the Gospel it is 
the Logos who gives power réxva Oeod yevéoGar—in the Epistle it 
is ‘‘a direct proof of the love of the Father tva réxva Oeod KAnOa- 
pev, kal éopév.” But in all these points it is hardly too much to 
say that a real difference can be established only by ignoring the 
expressions and thoughts in either document which tell the other 
way. It may also be true that in the Gospel the unity of the 
Son with the Father is the type of the union of the faithful 
with the Son, and ¢herein with the Father (cf. xiv. 20, xvii. 23) ; 
whereas the Epistle speaks more directly, “We are in God,” 
-“God in us”; and the same difference can be traced in the use 
of pévew. Christ’s command in the Gospel to exercise mutual 
love may be expressed in the Epistle as an évroAy} Tod Geod. 
But such differences are not mutually exclusive. To the mind 
of the writer or writers of Gospel and Epistle it is doubtful if 
they would present themselves as differences at all. The 
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emphasis falls differently. But the final summary of the Epistle, 
if naturally interpreted, points to fundamental unity of concep- 
tion. ‘We are in the true God, in His Son Jesus Christ.” 
“This (the God revealed in Jesus Christ) is the true God and 
eternal life.” The same is true of the conception of the death 
of Christ as propitiatory. ‘IAaopés occurs only in the Epistle. 
The idea is more prominent in the Epistle. It is not absent from 
the Gospel. It is to be found both in what the Evangelist puts 
into the mouth of others, and also in his own comments. 

So, too, with the conception of the Parousia. In both we 
find the spiritual idea of an abiding presence, and the more 
popular conception of a day of judgment, a last day, a last 
hour. The difference is one of emphasis. In the Epistle, as 
well as in the Gospel, eternal life is a present possession, and 
also an object of promise. The many Antichrists and many 
false prophets of the Epistle are its peculiar form of expression, 
but there is room for them in the sufferings of the Disciples 
which are foreseen in Jn. xvi. 2-4, even if we refuse to see in 
the warning of the Gospel, “If another come in his own name, 
him ye will receive,” a historical reference to Bar-Kochba. 
Popular conceptions may be more prominent in the Epistle, 
though we are not justified in ignoring the “spiritualizing” of 
the conception of Antichrist as fulfilled in many forms of 
anti-Christian teaching. But fundamental difference can be 
maintained only by ignoring parts of the evidence. 

The differences of thought and expression make it probable 
that some interval of time should be placed between the com- 
position of the two writings. In view of such differences it is 
difficult, if not impossible, to accept Lightfoot’s view, that the 
Epistle was intended to serve as an Introduction to the Gospel 
written to accompany it.! The evidence does not justify the 
conclusion that they cou/d not have been written at the same 
time by the same writer. It does, however, make such a view 
extremely improbable. On the other hand, it is not enough to 
compel us to assume different authors. In most cases of a 
similar kind, certainly in this particular instance, it is practically 
impossible to prove common authorship, as against imitation, or 
similarity produced by common education in the same school 
of thought. We are always on safer ground when we speak of 
the ‘“‘Ephesian Canonical Writings” than when we assign them 
definitely to S. John, Apostle or Elder. But there are no 
adequate reasons for setting aside the traditional view which 
attributes the Epistle and Gospel to the same authorship. It 
remains the most probable explanation of the facts known to us. 


Unless, indeed, the Epistle was written to accompany its publication 
sometime after it was written, 
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The further conclusion that the theory of common author- 
ship can be maintained only on the hypothesis that the Epistle 
is earlier than the Gospel, is still more precarious. It is really 
based on the assumption that one who had reached the heights 
of the Gospel could never have descended to the more common- 
place conceptions of the Epistle. And this ignores the fact that 
whatever his own highest achievements may have been, the 
author is practically limited by the intelligence and spiritual 
capacity of his readers. ‘The more the Epistle is read and 
studied, the more fixed becomes the impression that we have in 
it an attempt to make plainer, for practical purposes of spiritual 
and religious life, the profound teaching contained in the 
Gospel, which the author had tried to convey to his fellow- 
Christians in all his dealings with them, but which they had in 
large measure failed to make their own. The results of the 
Gospel, or of the teaching which it contained, had not realized 
his expectations. To use one of the expressions of that Gospel, 
its message ov« éxoéper among those with whom the author dwelt 
and for whom he worked. He had to descend to a lower plane. 
But the question of priority must be discussed more fully, and 
in a separate section. 


(b) Priority. 


The discussion of the identity of authorship has at least 
established clearly the close connection which exists between 
the Gospel and the Epistle. The view of the priority of either 
document can be reasonably held in conjunction with that of 
imitation or of identity of authorship, though Holtzmann regards 
the latter view as tenable only on the assumption that the Epistle 
represents an earlier stage in the development of the writer’s 
theological position. At any rate the question can be discussed 
independently of that of authorship. 

The priority of the Epistle has been maintained on the follow- 
ing grounds: 

(1) The introductory verses (1-4), which show many points 
of close connection with the Prologue of the Gospel, are said to 
present an earlier stage of the Logos doctrine. It does not go 
beyond the “personification of abstract categories, Cw1 aidvios, 
Adyos THs Cwys,” and the concrete conception of the Personal 
Logos has not yet been reached. _ It is only in the Gospel that the 
Monarchianism, common to the Epistle and other second century 
writings, is met by a clear differentiation of the Person of the 
Father and the Son. 

If our evidence were confined to the Prologue and the Intro- 
duction, this statement might be regarded as satisfactory so far 
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as the facts of doctrine contained in the two are concerned. 
But what is perhaps true of the prefatory verses cannot be so 
clearly established for the whole of the Epistle as compared with 
the whole of the Gospel. There are many passages in the 
Epistle where the “personal differentiation” of the Father and 
the Son is presented as clearly as in the Logos doctrine of the 
Gospel (cf. ii. 22 f., iv. 2, v. 10, etc., even if we do not quote the 
third verse of the Epistle), though the relation of Christ to the 
Father is not so prominent a subject of teaching, or speculation, 
in the Epistle as in the Gospel, and the author’s insistence on 
the fact that the fellowship of Christians with God is realized in 
and through their union with Jesus Christ often makes it difficult to 
decide whether particular statements are meant to refer to Christ 
or to God. And even if this statement of the relations between 
the prologues is true, they lend themselves equally well to another 
explanation. It is at least as probable that in the Epistle there 
is a further accommodation to the Monarchian ideas which came 
into greater prominence as time went on. As Réville and others 
have shown, the doctrine of the Gospel was probably far in 
advance of the general Christian opinions and feeling of its 
date. Some accommodation to the average faith of Christen- 
dom would not have been unnatural. 

And the general impression left by a comparison of the two 
passages is that the Preface to the Epistle presents a summary 
of the various points contained in the Prologue, and distributed 
throughout the Gospel, upon which the writer wishes to lay 
stress in the new circumstances that have arisen. Style and 
structure and vocabulary all point clearly to a close connection 
between the two. ‘To those who had been taught on the lines 
of the Prologue to the Gospel the opening expressions of the 
Epistle would be intelligible and full of meaning. It is far more 
difficult to explain the Prologue as an expansion and develop- 
ment of what is contained in the Epistle. 

(2) It has been thought that the &\Xos rapdkAyros of Jn. xiv. 
16 was suggested by the doctrine of the Epistle, which presents 
Christ as the Paraclete (ii. 1). The two ideas are quite different, 
and neither of them excludes the other. In the Epistle, Christ’s 
advocacy is exercised in heaven. He pleads the cause of His 
followers with the Father, to whose presence His “righteousness ” 
gives Him, so to speak, the right of entry. In the Gospel, the 
sphere of the Spirit’s advocacy is on earth, and is consequent 
on the withdrawal of the bodily presence of the Speaker. The 
“advocacy” consists in calling to the remembrance of the 
Disciples the real import of the Lord’s words, in convicting the 
“World” of the mistakes they have made with regard to the 
Christ, and in leading the Disciples into all the truth. A com- 
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parison of the use of rapd«Anros in the Epistle with that found in 
the Gospel yields no indication as to which document is the 
earlier. 

(3) Eschatological teaching. The writer of the Epistle, it is 
said, expects the Parousia in the immediate future. The last 
hour has struck. Antichrist is already at work, or at least the 
work of his subordinates proclaims his near approach. The 
Evangelist has given up this expectation. The ‘ coming” has 
been refined into the symbolical expression of a spiritual 
presence. Here again it may be quite true that the Epistle 
represents average Christian feeling more closely than the 
Gospel. If it is so, modification of more original, and perhaps 
unpopular, views is quite as probable an explanation as 
growth out of the stage of ordinary Christian opinion. In 
reality, however, the difference between the two has been greatly 
exaggerated. Serious divergence can perhaps be maintained 
only by the convenient, but arbitrary, process of eliminating 
from the Gospel all the evidence which tells the other way. The 
language of Jn. v. 26-29, vi. 39, 40, shows that the Evangelist 
had not given up the popular expectation of a “last day” and 
a final judgment. There are many expressions in the farewell 
discourses which point in the same direction. And even if 
there is any real difference, it is not improbable that the events 
in which the writer of the Epistle saw the signs of the approach, 
or the actual advent, of Antichrist may have led to a nearer 
approach, at a later period, to the average Christian expectation, 
which at the time when the Gospel was written, though never 
actually repudiated, was less prominent in the writer’s view. It 
should also be noticed that the “‘spiritualization” of the idea of 
Antichrist in the Epistle is at least as complete as the spirituali- 
zation of popular eschatology in the Gospel. The Parousia, 
which the writer of the Epistle expected, perhaps more eagerly 
than when he wrote the Gospel, was nevertheless a spiritual fact 
rather than an apocalyptic display. 

(4) The Epistle is said to come nearer to the Pauline teaching 
than the Gospel, on the subject of propitiation. In i. 9, God’s 
justice is put forward as the motive for the forgiveness of sins. 
Christ is spoken of as iNacpos epi tov dyoptidv jyov: cf. 
Ro. iii. 25, dv mpoeBero 6 Geds tAaornpiov did mictews ev TO adtod 
aiwart. The Evangelist, it is said, conceives of Christ’s work from 
a wholly different standpoint,—the glorifying of the Father by the 
Son in making His name known among men (Jn. xvii. 4-8). 
Again it is a question of proportion rather than of fundamental 
difference. The expiatory character of Christ’s work is not 
specially prominent in the Fourth Gospel, but it is clearly 
recognized, both in the saying ascribed to the Baptist, “Ide 6 
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duvds tod Oeod 6 alpwv tiv dpaptiay tod Kéocpov, and in the 
prophecy assigned to Caiaphas (Jn. xi. 51 f.), and the Evangelist’s 
comment upon it, in which some have seen, perhaps rightly, a 
literary connection with 1 Jn. ii. 2. Even if a real difference 
could be established, it would have little bearing on the question 
of priority. 

(5) Some have found in the record of the piercing of the 
side (Jn. xix. 34f.) a reminiscence of 1 Jn. v. 6, involving a 
misunderstanding of that passage. In the Epistle the “water” 
refers to the Baptism, and has nothing to do with the death of 
Jesus. It should not, it is said, have been introduced in that 
connection. Most scholars will agree with Holtzmann’s judg- 
ment, “nur schwer ldsst sich das Missverstaéndniss beweisen.” 
It would certainly be difficult to prove the misunderstanding. 
It may be added that the connection between the two passages 
is probably not so close as has often been supposed. The 
meaning of the “coming by water and blood” is discussed in 
the notes on the passage, and need not be considered at length 
here. It is far more probable that the incident, real or reputed, 
which the Evangelist records, suggested to the writer of the 
Epistle the significance of water and blood in the Messianic 
work of the Son of God. And this is true whatever relation we 
assume to exist between the Gospel and Epistle. 

(6) Some have detected an improvement in the Greek style 
in the Gospel as compared with the Epistle. The argument 
would no doubt appeal to those who have detected the difference. 
To the ordinary student it is certainly not obvious. It has, of 
course, no force or bearing on the question of priority for those 
who do not accept the common authorship of the two writings. 
And by those who do, Holtzmann’s judgment may again be 
quoted, “‘es giebt auch Riickschritte.” 

(7) Stress has also been laid on the fact, if it is a fact, that 
the Epistle was used by Papias and Polycarp at a time when 
certain traces of the Gospel are wanting. It may be sufficient 
to answer, with Holtzmann, that the Gospel was certainly known 
in Justin’s time, and it is not unnatural that the more popular 
writing which gave less offence to traditional Christian opinion 
should have become known first. The argument, however, such 
as it is, loses most of its force if we accept, with Bishop Light- 
foot on the one hand, or Dr. Schwartz on the other, the more 
probable view that Papias knew and used the Fourth Gospel. 

A considerable portion of the evidence which has been put 
forward in favour of the priority of the Gospel is as little con- 
clusive as most of what has been considered on the other side. 
The following points need consideration : 

(1) Many passages in the Epistle seem to need the help of 
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the Gospel in order to become intelligible. They could only 
have been addressed to those who knew the Gospel, or, at least, 
the teaching which it contains. The following passages are cited 
by Holtzmann: 

a ‘\ f 1m. ¢ , > \ lal cc lal i lal > \ 

ll. 2. Kal adrds tlacuds éorw repli TOv dpapTidy Huav, ov rept 

na < a ye X\ \ AEE A rg 
Tov Huerépwv 5é GAA kal wept SrAov TOD KoopoV. 

Jn. xi. 51f... . . expopyrevoer dru fuedXev “Inoods arobvncKev 
« ‘ a *¢ \ > e \ na I > 7 a \ , 
trép Tod vous, kal ovx trép Tod COvous pdvor, GAN iva Kal 7a Téxva 
Tov Oeod 7a SieoKopricpéva ovvaydyy eis &v. It is possible to see 
in the words of the Epistle, especially ob . . . dAAG wept dAov, an 
echo of the language, and still more of the thought, of the Gospel. 
But the instance does not carry us very far. 

il. 23. was 6 dpvovpevos Tov vidv ode Tov TaTépa exer’ 6 6puoroyav 
Tov vidv Kal Tov matépa exet. 

Jn. xv. 23 f. 6 enue pucdv Kal tov warépa pov picel. . . . vv de 
kal éwpdxacw Kal pewionkacw Kal éue Kal Tov TaTépa pov. 

There is nothing here to determine the question of priority, 
though the similarity of thought is obvious. 

ii, 27. kal tuets 76 ypiopa 0 eAa Bere dr’ airod péve év jpiv, kal 
ov xpeiav exeTe iva Tis OLddoKy bas’ GAN ws 76 adrod xpiopa iddoKet 
bpas wept mavTwv . . . 

. ea , 4 A Nees 2 or 

Jn. xiv. 26. 6 6 rapdkAnros, TO TveDa. TO dytov . . . éxelvos 
tyas Siddéer rdvra Kal tropvyjce tas ravra & lrov byiv eyo. 

iii. 8. 6 wovav THy dpaptiav éx Tod diaBddov éoriv, Sti dx apyys 
6 didBodos duaprave. Cf. x Jn. ili. 15. 

Jn. viii. 44. dpets x rod warpos rod SiaBdrov éore Kai Tas émt- 
Ovpias tod watpds tpadv Oédere mrovetv. exeivos dvOpwroKtovos jv 
dx’ dpxns, Kal év TH aAnGela odk EoryKev. 

iv. 6. 6 ywooKwv Tov Oedv axover jydv, Os odK Et éx Tod Geod 
OvK akover Nav. 

see en > A a Qs Se. 2 A ~ 3 Pies x a 

Jn. vill. 47. 6 dv ek rod Oeod 7a pypyara tod Oot dxover’ id Todo 
Speis odk dkovere, Ott éx TOD Geod ovdx éoré. 

a \ ex ” ‘ (ee be 2 A eX wn 6 lal 

Vv. 12. 6 éxwy Tov vidv exer THY Cwjy’ 6 yn Exwv Tov vidv TOD Geod 
thy Cony odk Exel. 

aee € , > \ ON ‘ a7 2 £ \ 3 a 

Jn. iii. 36. 6 miorevuv eis tov vidv exer Conv aidviov' 6 Se drei 
TO Vid ovK derar Conv. 

A , 

Vv. 4. Kat adryn éeorly 7 rappyoia Hv €xomev mpos adrdv, Stu dv Te 
airdépucba Kata 76 OéAnya adtod dxover Nav. 

Jn. xiv. 13. Kat dre dy airjonre év TO dvopari pov, TotTo moujcw 
.. . edy TL airnonré pe ev TO dvopari pov eyo roujow. 

In none of these instances do we find any thought or expres- 
sion in the Epistle which is obviously, and beyond all doubt, 
borrowed from the Gospel. But there is no mistaking the 
general impression which they convey. Originality and force is 
always in the Gospel rather than in the Epistle, where the thoughts 
are, as a rule, derived and generalized. The writer would seem to 
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be choosing from a larger store what he can most usefully apply to 
the circumstances with which he is dealing. He has but little, if 
anything, to add to what his readers have already been taught. 
Assume that they have been taught the content of the Gospel, and 
his language is nearly always seen to be intelligible and pertinent. 

It must, of course, be remembered that, even if this is true, it 
does not amount to proof of the priority of the Gospel in actual 
composition. The author had, in all probability, taught its 
contents for some time before he committed them to writing. 
It may well have been that in the course of teaching they 
gradually took shape. Even if we need the Gospel to explain the 
Epistle, the readers of it may have had their necessary com- 
mentary in the author’s oral teaching. 

Attention has been called to the proportion of the closest 
parallels between Gospel and Epistle which are found in chs. 
xiii_xvii. of the Gospel. The proportion is certainly large, if the 
length of these chapters be compared with that of the whole 
Gospel. The situation depicted in the last discourses, where the 
Christ gives His last instructions to the Disciples whom He is 
about to leave, naturally offers more points of contact with that 
of the Pastor committing, perhaps, his last words to writing for 
the sake of his “‘ children,” than the earlier chapters of the Gospel 
which show the Christ disputing with the Jews. The aim of the 
Epistle is far more to encourage and to build up than to warn 
and destroy, though the critical examination of its contents tends 
to bring the passages devoted to controversy into greater pro- 
minence than those which deal with edification. But the point 
has really no bearing on the question of priority. 

The supposed direct references to the Gospel which are to 
be found in the Epistle must be considered next. It has been 
maintained that the dézayyeAia announced in the Epistle (i. 3, 5), 
that God is light and there is no darkness in Him at all, is not 
really carried out in the Epistle itself; and that the reference 
must therefore be to the Gospel. This is doubtful, especially 
in view of the identification of Christ with the “ Light” in the 
Gospel as compared with the announcement of the Epistle that 
God is light. There is much about light and darkness in both, 
as Dionysius of Alexandria saw: but it can hardly be said that 
the announcement “ God is light” is the message of the Gospel 
as a whole more than of the Epistle. And the idea which the 
phrase is introduced to emphasize, that fellowship with God is 
possible only for those who, so far as in them lies, strive to make 
themselves like Him, is one of the leading thoughts of the 
Epistle. It is true that the Epistle does not deal with the whole 
message about life, as detailed in the first verse, ‘‘ that which was 
from the beginning, that which we have heard and seen,” etc., and 
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that in a sense the Gospel might be said to include it all! But 
there is no necessary reference to the Gospel. The whole of the 
witness which their Christian teachers had borne to them, and 
the whole of the teaching which they had received from them, 
and especially from the writer of the Epistle, is a more natural 
explanation. 

The other direct reference, as has been supposed, is found in 
ii. 14 (€ypawa tiv, waidia x.7.d.), where the triple éypaya has 
been thought to refer to the Gospel. The change from present 
to aorist is difficult to explain. Perhaps no thoroughly satis- 
factory explanation can be offered. At first sight the reference 
to the Gospel is tempting. But the reference must have been 
made more explicit if it was to be intelligible, unless, indeed, the 
Epistle was written to accompany the Gospel, in which case the 
difference between ypd¢w and éypaya has less point. And the 
reasons given for writing are not specially applicable to the Gospel, 
either in themselves or as distinguished from the almost identical 
reasons given for the three statements introduced by ypddo. 

The theory that the Epistle was written as a Leglettungs- 
schrift, when the Gospel was published, deserves consideration. 
The case has been best stated by Ebrard, who tries to show that 
the false teaching of Cerinthus is really combated in the 
Gospel—written to prove the identity of Jesus with “the 
Christ, the Son of God” and God’s agent in Creation, as 
contrasted with “an inferior power,” ignorant of the Supreme 
God—as well as in the Epistle. The theory was held by Bishop 
Lightfoot, who refers to it three times in his lectures on S. John, 
but apparently never gave his reasons in full. It must stand or 
fall with the identity of aim and content of the two writings. The 
differences in vocabulary, style, and thought, which have been 
discussed in the previous section, lead to no definite conclusion. 
They merely make it difficult to suppose that the two writings 
are of exactly the same date. 

The connection between the introductory verses and the 
Prologue of the Gospel has already been mentioned. If the 
whole is most easily explained as presupposing the Prologue, a 
closer examination of ver. 2 almost compels us to take this view. 


kal 4 fw épavepdOy (taking up the éy aire fon fv, kal h fan Fv 7d pds 


Abyos Tis fwis) Tov avOpdrwy, 
Kal éwpdKapev Kaloddyos oapé éyévero kal COearducda 
Thy Sbéav adrod. 
Kal maprupovpmer. GAN iva wapruphon, 


Cf. kal bpuets waprupetre, bri dm’ dpxfs 
per’ éuod éore (xv. 27) 


1 Perhaps the phrase cal raira ypddouev of ver. 4 implies that vv. 1-3 
contain something more than a summary of the contemplated letter. 
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Kal dmayyé\rowev duiv tiv Swyv trav Cf. rtatra de yéypamrar... Wa 


aiwvioy (... wa Kat vuets Kow- miotevnte . . . Kal va miorevorres 
wriay éxnre K.T.A.) Conv éxnre év TH dvomare avrod, 
iris Fv mpos Tov marépa otros fv év apxn mpos Tov Gedy. 
kal épavepwOn iutv. kal éoxhvacev év jut kal €Beacdueba, 


There can be no doubt on which side the originality lies. 
The Epistle presents a summary, not a first sketch. 

The exact interpretation of the évroA} Kawi Kal wadaid of 
ii. 7, 8 is doubtful. But in the language used in these verses 
there is an almost certain reference to the “‘new commandment” 
of Jn. xiii. 34. Cf. especially 6 éorw dAnbes ev airé kat év iptv. 
The Lord had made a new commandment of the old legal precept, 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” It becomes new 
again in each Christian who fulfils it by obedience. 

The expressions used in ii. 1of., of love and light, hatred 
and darkness, appear to be a summary of the teaching con- 
tained in different passages of the Gospel (cf. xi. 9, 10, xil. 
35 ff). 

: The “promise which He promised, even eternal life” 
(ii. 25), is most naturally explained by reference to Jn. x. 28 
(kaya didwpt adrois Cwyv aidviov, Kat od pun dmroAG@vrat eis TOV 
aidva). Should we also compare xiv. 19, dru éy® €@ Kal duets 
Cnoere? 

The section iii. 8-15, with its distinction of those who are 
born of God and those who are “of the Devil,” who sinneth 
from the beginning, and its denunciation of the murderous 
character of hatred, recalls the passage of the Gospel (viii. 
40-44) where the Jews are proved to be “of the Devil” by the 
murderous hate with which they pursue the Lord, so closely 
that we are compelled to see dependence on its substance if 
not on itstext. Again it is the Gospel that is “original,” though 
we may hesitate to follow Wellhausen in making use of the 
Epistle to rewrite the Gospel in its original form as presupposed 
by the Epistle (iets é« rod marpds tod Katy éore) in order 
to get a simpler explanation of 6 warp atrod in ver. 44. In 
the Epistle we find again the generalization of thoughts first 
struck out in the heat of controversy. 

The ‘coming by water and blood” is not to be explained as 
a direct reference to the incident recorded in Jn. xix. 35. But 
it is almost certain that the record of that incident suggested 
to the writer of the Epistle the significance of ‘‘blood” and 
of “water” in the Messianic work of the Redeemer. 

These instances could easily be multiplied, but they are 
representative. None of them amount to proof positive of the 
writer’s actual dependence on the text of the Gospel. But 
their evidence, such asit is, all,points in the same direction. The 
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Epistle presupposes in its readers acquaintance with “a compact 
body of teaching like that which we find in the Fourth Gospel,” 
to use Dr. Sanday’s phrase.1 And the general impression 
gained from studying the two writings is convincing. The 
impression left—the more clearly the longer the Epistle is 
studied—is that it was written to help and to warn those for 
whom the teaching of the Gospel, or “a body of teaching like” 
it, had not accomplished all that the writer had hoped. 
Throughout it is an appeal to the readers to use that which 
they already possess. It never should have been necessary, the 
writer seems to say, for him to write the Epistle. They needed 
no further instruction, if they would but make use of what had 
been theirs éx’ dpyjs. Their own experience should be able 
to do the rest. He writes to them not because they do not 
know, but because they know. They have received sufficient 
instruction and full illumination. They ‘all know.” But 
knowledge has not been adequately translated into corre- 
sponding action and conduct. It has not been realized in 
life. And so there is doubt and hesitation in the face of new 
difficulties and changed circumstances. The whole aim of the 
Epistle is to recall to mind and to supplement what has long 
ago been fully given, but not adequately grasped. It is not 
the earnest of things to come. It owes its existence to the 
failure to make the most of the abundance that has been given. 
It is the aftermath, not the first-fruits, of the writer’s message 
to the Church. 

These considerations, if they accurately represent the facts, 
determine with certainty the question of priority, so far as the 
substantial content of the two documents is concerned. They 
do not perhaps preclude the possibility of a later date for the 
actual composition, or publication, of the Gospel. But in view 
of them such hypotheses are extremely unlikely. 


§ 2. THE AIM. 


The more definitely polemical aim of the Epistles is dis- 
cussed in another section, where the passages which contain 
clear references to the tenets of the opponents are fully con- 
sidered, as well as the extent to which the writer has them 
in view in other passages not so directly controversial in tone, 
and indeed throughout the Epistle. It is probably true that 
the writer never loses sight altogether of the views of his 
opponents in any part of the Epistle. But it is important 
to emphasize the fact that, in spite of this, the real aim of the 
Epistle is not exclusively, or even primarily, polemical. The 

1 Recent Criticism of the Fourth Gospel, p. 245. 
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edification of his “children” in the true faith and life of 
Christians is the writer’s chief purpose. The errors of the 
opponents do not constitute the only danger. The victory 
has been won, if only after a hard-fought battle, and the 
opponents, whose errors have been unmasked, “‘have gone out 
from among us,” or at least the leaders of the movement have 
withdrawn or been expelled. But there is still strong sympathy 
with their views, and perhaps acute danger of their return in 
power. The real danger is the attitude of the “children” 
themselves towards the Christian faith and life. The enthusiasm 
of the early days of the Faith is no longer theirs. Many of 
them had been brought up as Christians, and did not owe their 
faith to strong personal conviction or experience. Their 
Christianity had become largely traditional, half-hearted and 
nominal. They found the moral obligations of their religion 
oppressive. The “world” had great attractions for them. 
They wished to be on better terms with it than their Faith 
allowed. They were only too ready to welcome elements of 
religious and philosophical speculation foreign to the Faith and 
really destructive of it. They could not tolerate a sharp distinc- 
tion between Christian and Unchristian in belief and practice. 
And therefore they were easily deceived by specious novelties. 
They had lost their instinctive feeling for what was of the 
essence of the Faith which they had received, or lay on the line 
of true development, and what was antagonistic to it. And 
another consequence of this “loss of their first love” was doubt 
and uncertainty as to their position as Christians. This is 
clearly seen if the verses introduced by év rovro ywooKopey 
or similar phrases are studied. Nine times at least the writer 
offers his readers tests by which they may assure themselves 
about the truth of their Christian position (ii. 3, &v ToUTW 
yevdoKopev ore eyvdapey avrov: 5) év TOUTW Yoo Kopev Ort év 
avT@ éopev : ili. 16, év ToUTH eyvdKoper THY diy dargy ° IQ; év TobTp 
yroodpeba 5 OTL ék TS a, i AyOetas @ éopev: ay év TOUTH yudonope OTL péver 
ev mpi : iv. 2, év TOUTH yuooxere TO medpa Tov Ocod: 6, éx Tovrou 
yevsoKopev TO mvevpa TS (adnGetas : ne. év TOUTY ydoxopev ou év 
avTo HEVOLED | Vv. 2, év TOUTw ywooKopev OTL GyaTaLev TO TEKVO TOU 
6e03). The writer’s aim in this ninefold “hereby we know” 
cannot be only to set forth the true knowledge in opposition to 
the false “ Gnosis” of his Gnostic opponents. “Clearly his readers 
had felt the doubts which had grown in force in proportion as 
the enthusiasm of earlier days had waxed cold. 

This view of the circumstances and condition of the Church 
or Churches addressed has been maintained by several writers, 
among whom Liicke and Rothe may be especially mentioned. 
It is presupposed in the words in which the author expresses 
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the aim of his writing, before summing up the chief points of 
his message, tatra éypaya tiv iva eidjre ore Conv exere aiwviov, 
Tos TisTevovow eis TO GvOMA TOU viod Tod Geod. Cf. also i. 4, ii. I. 
Rothe’s words are worth quoting: ‘‘Der Apostel denkt sich also 
seine Leser als solche, in denen die urspriingliche Klarheit des 
eigenthimlichen cchristlichen Bewusstseins verdunkelt, sein 
sciherer, scharf alles Unchristliche unterscheidender Tact 
abgestumpft, in denen die Frische des eigenthtimlichen geist- 
lichen Lebens ermattet, die Lauterkeit desselben verunreinigt ist.” 
Huther’s rejection of this view on the ground of such passages 
as ii. 13, 14, 20, 21, 27, ill. 5, 14, iv. 4, 16, v. 18-20, meets 
with Holtzmann’s approval. The picture which they present 
of the readers’ state is too favourable to admit of such dark 
shortcomings. In reality it is just these passages which prove 
the point. The writer appeals to their privileged position and 
past victories. They are of those whose sins have been forgiven, 
who have known the Eternal, who have won the victory, in 
whom the Word of God abides. On these grounds he can 
appeal to them. But if they had been true to their privileges 
and their knowledge, it would not have been necessary to make 
the appeal. Those of whom li. 13, 14 were true ought not 
to have needed the warning of ver. 15, My dyamare rov xécpov 
pyde ta é€v TG Kdopm. They have the unction of the Spirit, 
knowledge is the possession of them all. He wrote to them 
not because of their ignorance, but their knowledge of the truth. 
He would recall to new life what is in danger of dying away. 
They do not need teaching, if only they will use the powers 
which they possess (20, 21, 27). He would not write thus, 
unless they had in some measure failed to do their part. The 
extent of the failure must be measured by the gravity of the 
danger. They are of God, and have won a notable victory 
over the opponents (iv. 4). But they have to be reminded of 
the facts to urge them to the needed effort. The summary in 
y. 18-20 of what they know, and ought to use, has to be com- 
pleted by the warning of ver. 21, pvAdgare éavra aad tov 
eldwAov. 

Holtzmann has done good service towards the interpretation 
of the Epistle by showing how clearly Gnostic ideas are reflected 
throughout the Epistle. The writer always makes it his aim to 
set forth the true “knowledge” of Apostolic Christianity in its 
opposition to the false gnosis for which such great claims were 
made. And it is of primary importance to realize the undoubted 
polemical aim of much of its contents, and the modifications in 
his statement of what he believes to be positive truth, which are 
due to the fact that he never loses sight, in anything that he 

1 Rothe, Der erste Brief Johannis, p. 4. 
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says, of the false teaching and unchristian conduct of his 
opponents. But it is at least as important to remember that 
his primary objects are to exhort and to edify. He is a pastor 
first, an orthodox theologian only afterwards. He cannot 
separate doctrine from ethics. But it is the life which he cares 
about. For him the Christian Faith is a life of fellowship “ with 
the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.” His first object in 
writing is to help his fellow-Christians to lead this life of fellow- 
ship, that his joy and theirs may be fulfilled. And no interpre- 
tation of the Epistle is likely to elucidate his meaning satis- 
factorily if it fails to realize where the writer’s interest really lies. 
The nature and character of the false teaching denounced in 
the Epistle is a fascinating problem. But even a satisfactory 
solution of it would fail to provide an adequate explanation of 
the Epistle. Those methods of exegesis are unscientific which 
lay too exclusive stress on the doctrine which it teaches or the 
heresy which it seeks to refute. They tend to obscure rather 
than to elucidate the author’s meaning. The polemical and 
controversial aims of the Epistle are considered at length else- 
where. Here it is only necessary to insist on the importance, 
for the right understanding of the Epistle, of fully recognizing 
the writer’s other aims. 


§ 3. DESTINATION. 


The general character of the Epistles, even of the First, 
show that they are almost certainly addressed to a definite 
Church, or group of Churches, the circumstances and diffi- 
culties of which were well known to the writer, or writers, of the 
Letters. The author of the First Epistle writes to Christians 
whom he knows, with whose needs he is fully acquainted, whom 
' he has the right to help, and who acknowledge his right. The 
texvia are not the whole body of Christians dispersed through- 
out the world. But we have nothing to help us in determining 
the destination of the Epistles beyond the universal tradition 
which connects them with Ephesus, or at least Asia Minor, the 
earliest traces of their appearance, and the undoubted connec- 
tion of some of the Johannine literature with the Roman 
province of Asia. 

In the “antiqua translatio” of Cassiodorus (Justit. Div. lit. 
14) all three Epistles apparently bore the title “ad Parthos,” 
and in his Complextiones (ll. 1370) the First Epistle is so desig- 
nated.!_ This attribution was not uncommon in the West. It 
is first found in Augustine, in the title of his ten Zvactatus (“in 


_ | Cf. Zahn, Forschungen, iii. 92, etc., from whom most of the information 
in this paragraph is taken. 
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epistolam Ioannis ad Parthos”) and also in his Quwaest. Ev. ii. 
39. 1.1 Vigilius (? Idacius Clarus) inthe Contra Varimadum 
introduces the gloss of the heavenly witnesses with the words 
“Ttern ipse ad Parthos.” The title found in a Genevan MS 
(Sabatier), “‘incipit epistola ad Sparthos,” suggests a Greek 
origin for the title (zpos wdpfous, the s of the preposition having 
been dittographed), or at least a Greek archetype for the title 
as it occurs in that MS. According to Bede the title was found 
in “many ecclesiastical writers,” including Athanasius. The 
title "Iwdvvov éxictoAy PB zpos wapOovs is found in the Greek 
minuscule, Oxford, Bodleian. Misc. 74 (Scr. 30, von Soden 
a111r),? and in the Florentine MS, Laur. iv. 32 (Scr. 89), both 
of the eleventh century. It appears also as colophon in a 
Paris MS of the fourteenth century (Reg. Gr. 60, olim Colb. ; 
Scr. 62). 

The title would therefore appear to have originated in the 
East, from whence it may well have reached the West as early 
as the time of Athanasius. Various explanations of the title 
have been suggested. (1) It has been supposed to be a 
corruption of zpos wapOévous (cf. “Clement” quae ad uirgines 
scripta). Its reference to the First Epistle has been explained 
as the result of mistaking the title of the Second for the 
colophon of the First. (2) Zahn suggests that the real explana- 
tion is to be found in the next phrase of Clement’s Adumbra- 
tiones, ‘Scripta uero est ad quandam Babyloniam, electam 
nomine.” Clement takes the “Babylonian” lady for a real 
person, whose children are mentioned later in the Epistle. He 
cannot, therefore, have written mpds zapévouvs, which must be a 
corruption of zpos rdépOovs, which his translator read as zapOévovus 
and translated accordingly. If a title corresponding to zpds 
Taddras, “EBpaiovs, and the like was to be found for the Baby- 
lonian lady and her children, zpos zdp@ovs would be the natural 
title to use in the time of Clement. There is no tradition of 
relations between S. John and Babylon or Parthians. The 
title must have been suggested by the name of the recipient, and 
not wice versa. Zahn further suggests that Clement must have 
identified the éxAexr7} kvpia of the Second Epistle with the 4 év 
BaBvrGv cvvexAexTy of 1 P v. 13. The difficulty raised by the 
passage in Eus. #7. £. ii. 15, which apparently makes Clement 
interpret that phrase allegorically of Rome, Zahn meets by 
pointing out the uncertainty of how much of the Eusebian 
passage can be rightly referred to Clement. (Cf. fv cat ovvrdgac 
acl ér avtis “Pdyys.) 

1 «*Secundum sententiam hanc etiam illud est quod dictum est a Ioanne 


in epistola ad Parthos,” 
2 Cf. Mill, p. clx. 
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Zahn’s explanation of the origin of the title is certainly the 
most ingenious which has been suggested. It offers an adequate 
‘ explanation of the opening sentences in the Latin summary of 
Clement’s comments on the Second Epistle. If the explanation 
of the title of the First Epistle, or of all three, is to be sought 
in this passage of Clement, Zahn’s hypothesis offers the most 
probable solution of the question. But our knowledge is too 
scanty to enable us to attain to certainty in the matter. 

(3) Liicke has accepted the suggestion which, according to 
him, was first made by Gieseler, that zapOovs has arisen out of 
a misunderstanding of the title wdpOevos which was given to 
S. John (cf. Péstis Sophia, ed. Petermann, p. 45, ebye Johannes 
mapOévos, qui dpges in regno lucis, quoted by Zahn, Acta 
Johannis, p. ci, who traces back the probable origin of the 
tradition of John’s “ virginity” to the Leucian Acts). 

But whatever may be said for these ingenious conjectures, there 
is no reason to suppose that the title which we find in Augustine, 
and which may have been used by Clement of Alexandria, rests 
on any trustworthy tradition about the destination of the 
Epistles. We have nothing but internal evidence to guide us 
in determining the question. Nothing in the Epistles them- 
selves affords any clear guidance in the matter ; but the evidence, 
such as it is, gives us no reason to distrust the tradition which 
connects them with Asia Minor, and especially Ephesus. The 
Apocalypse is clearly connected with Ephesus, and we are 
certainly justified in attributing all the Johannine Books to the 
same school, though not to the same author. The question 
cannot really be discussed apart from the Gospel. The district 
of Asia Minor meets all the known requirements of the case, 
and the literary history of the Epistles, as well as of the Gospel, 
shows that it is in this region that we first meet with traces of 
their existence. It is natural, therefore, to suppose that the 
origin and destination of the Epistles are to be found in this 
region. 


§ 4. ANALYSIS. 


While some agreement is found with regard to the possible 
division of the First Epistle into paragraphs, no analysis of the 
Epistle has been generally accepted. The aphoristic character 
of the writer’s meditations is the real cause of this diversity of 
arrangement, and perhaps the attempt to analyse the Epistle 
should be abandoned as useless, 

According to Von Soden (Die Schriften des NT. i. 1, p. 


459), the commonest system of xepdAaa and Srodiaipéves is 
as follows: 
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Kedadata Iwavvov eriotodys mpwrys 


a. (i. 1) ewayyeAuKy Oeodroyta wept Xpicrov, ev w. 
(i. 6) mepe eEoporoyyoews Kar mpocoyys 
€lS TO LYN ApapTavety. 
(ii. 3) ore 4 TypNoIs evroAwv Oeov TyVv 
yvoow BeBaror. 
B. (ii. 7) wept ayarys ys avev aceBeua, ev w. 
(iil. 12) mapatveois rept xapuTos exacrov Ka 
nAtKiay Kal mept amotpoTys T7s 
TpOs TOY KOT POV ayarys. 
y- (ii. 18) wept Wevdahedghov apyvyoWewv Kat ore n «ts 
Xpucrov evoeBeva warpos omoAoyta, y yap Tov 
matpos Sofodoyia Tov viov extt Geodoyia, ev w. 
(ii. 26) mrepe Oevov kat rvEevpaTiKo” XapLTpaTos EV 
ayiacpw em eAmO. evs yywow Oeov. 
(iii. 2) ore was o ev Xpioctw exros apaprias. 
0 yap apapravev eorw ex Tov diaodov. 
8. (iii. 9 or 104) rept ayarys tys «ls TOV TANcLOV Kat Siafecews 
preradoTikys, Vo. 
(iii. 19) wepe cvverdyoews ayabys THs ev MOTEL 
Inoov Xpuicrov. 
(iv. 1) eps duaxpirews rvevpatwv ep opodoy.o. 
Tns Tov Xpiorov evavOpwrnoews. 
é. (iv. 7) wept piraderduas ers PeoreBevav. 
s. (iv. 15 Orv. 1) wept Oeodroyras viov ev dogy Tatpos Kat Tepe 
VUKNS TNS KaTa Tov Tovnpov dia moTEWS 
Inoov Xpiorov evs Cwyv. 
S (v. 16) wepe avTiAnpews Tov awaptavovtos adeAgov duo. 
TPOTEVXNS KAL TEpL TOU [LN ApLapTAavELY, EV w. 
(v. 18) zepe aroyys Saipovixov ceBacparos. 


Kedadaua. Iwavvov emorroAns Sevrepas. 


a. (i. 4) peta To mpoousov wept opfov Biov ev ayary 
Geov dia miotews evoreBovs aperaberou, ev w. 
(i. 10) ore ov Set arperixoy evoorxiLey 1 Xaupert- 
lew ep apaptia 
B. (i. 12) erayyehia mapovotas avrov em eAmids zpos 
wdeXetav. 


Kedadava Iwavvov ertorodys tpirys. 


a (i. 2) evxn vmep Tedewwoews KaL Evxapiotias ed 
oporoyta pidogevias Twv adeAdwv dia Xpiorrov, 
ev @. 

(i. 9) eps tys Avotpepovs gavdorytos Kau 
pucadeAduas, 
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B. (i. 12) mepe Anunrpiov, wo paprupe ta Kadduora. 
y: (i. 13) wept apiEews avtov mpos avrous er whedera ev 
TOXEL. 


By far the most successful attempt to analyse the Epistle in 
such a manner as to show that there is a real underlying sequence 
of thought which can be represented, at least to some extent, in the 
form of analysis, is that of Theodor Haring (“‘ Gedankengang und 
Grundgedanke des ersten Johannesbriefs,” Theol. Abhandlungen, 
Carl von Weizsacker gewidmet, Freiburg i. B., 1892, Mohr). He 
finds in the Epistle a triple presentation of two leading ideas, 
which may be called an Ethical and a Christological Thesis. 
(1) The ethical thesis is developed in the sections i. 5-11. 17, 
ii. 28 (?)-ili. 24, iv. 7-21, “without walking in light,” more 
specially defined as ‘‘love of the brethren, there can be no 
fellowship with God.” (2) The Christological thesis is found in 
the sections ii. 18-27, iv. 1-6, v. 1 (or 5)-12, “‘ beware of those 
who deny that Jesus is the Christ.” In the first part (i. 5-1i. 27) 
these ideas are presented, the one after the other, without any 
indication of their connection with each other. In the second 
(ii. 28 (?)-iv. 6), they are again presented in the same order, but 
vv. 23, 24 of ch. iii., which form the transition from the one to 
the other, are so worded as to bring out clearly the intimate 
connection which, in the author’s mind, exists between the 
two. In the third (iv. 7-v. 12), they are so intertwined that it is 
difficult, if not impossible, to separate them. 

As Haring’s analysis has generally been followed in the notes 
of this edition, it may be convenient to give it here, at least in 
substance. 

i. 1-4. Introduction. 

A. i. 5-li. 27. First presentation of the two tests of fellow- 
ship with God (ethical and Christological theses) expressed 
negatively. First exposure of the two “lies.” No reference to 
the mutual relations of the two theses. 

I. i, 5-1. 17. Walking in light the true sign of fellowship 
with God (ethical thesis). Refutation of the first “lie.” 

I. 1, 5-1i. 6. The thesis itself put forward in two parallel 

statements. 

a. 1. 5-10 (vy. 8-10 being subordinate to the main 
thought, to guard against possible misunder- 
standing). 

6, ii. 1-6. (16 and 2 being similarly subordinate). The 
chief differences between @ and 6 consist in the 
terms used, Fellowship with God, Knowledge of 
God, Being in God; and Walking in Light, 

1In one part an attempt at a different analysis has been substituted 
(iii, 11-24) where I find myself unable to follow that of Haring. 
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Keeping the Commandments, Not-sinning, Keeping 
the Word. 

. 7-17. The thesis, and the warning which it suggests, 
put forward on the grounds of the reader’s circum- 
stances and experience. The old command is 
ever new, because the full revelation of God is 
working in them, Further definition of walking in 
light and keeping the command as love of the 
brethren, as opposed to love of the world. 

Subsections : 

a. ii. 7-11. General explanation. Love of the brethren. 

é. ii. 12-17. Individual application. Warning against 
love of the world. 

II. ii. 18-27. Faith in Jesus as Christ the test of fellowship 
with God (Christological thesis). Refutation of the second 
“cc lie.” 

1. ii. 18. Appearance of Antichrists a sign of the last hour. 

2. ii. 19-21. Their relation to the community. 

3. li. 22-25. Content and significance of their false teaching. 

4. ii. 26-27. Repeated assurance that the readers are in 
possession of the truth. 

B. ii. 28-iv. 6. Second presentation of the two theses, 
separately, but with special emphasis (cf. iii, 22-24) on their 
connection. 

I. ii. 28-iii. 24. Doing of Righteousness (which in essence is 
identical with love of the brethren) the sign by which we may 
know that we are born of God. Warning suggested by this 
truth. 

I. ii, 28-ili, 6. The thesis and the warning that we must 
recognize its truth, considered in connection with 
the duty of self-purification which is laid upon us 
by the gift of sonship and the hope of its consumma- 
tion. Earnest warning (1) that there are more 
‘** Anomians ” than is supposed, (2) that knowledge 
of God and sin are incompatible. 

Subsections : 

a. ii. 28-ii1. 3. 

b. iil. 4-6. 

2. iii. 7-18. Explanation of the thesis, with earnest warning 
against deceivers. 

a. iii. 7-10. Negatively. He who sins is of the Devil. 

b. iii. to-17. By more particular definition of sin as 
failure to love the brethren, and of love as the — 
opposite of this. 

ili, 11, 12. [The nature and motives of love and hate. 

iii. 13-16. The attitude of the world. Love and life. 
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Hatred and death. The example of Christ, the 
revelation of love. 
iii. 17, 18. The lesser proof of love and its absence. 

3. iii, 19-22. This is the test by which we may know if we 
are of the truth, and so still the accusations of our 
heart. Confidence in God and the hearing of 
prayer. 

iii. 23, 24. Transition to the second thesis. The com- 
mand summed up in the two duties of belief and 
love. Obedience issues in fellowship. The test by 
which the reality of the fellowship may be proved. 
The gift of the Spirit.] 

II. iv. r-6. The Christological thesis. The Spirit which is 
of God confesses Jesus Christ come in flesh. 

I. iv. 1-3. Content of the confession. 

2. iv. 4—6. Attitude of the Church and the world. 

C. iv. 7-v. 12. Third presentation of the theses. Both are 
shown to be connected. The reasons why they cannot be 
separated are given. Love the proof of fellowship with God, 
because God is Love. This love of God shown in the sending 
of His Son, as faith conceives it. Intentional intermingling of 
the two leading thoughts in two sections. 

I. First explanation of the two ideas as now combined. 
Love based on faith in the revelation of love the proof of 
knowing God and being born of God. 

I. iv. 7-12. Love based on the revelation of love. 

a. 7—I0. 

& 31, 12. 

2. iv. 13-16. Faith in this revelation of love in Jesus through 
the Spirit. 

3. iv. 17-21. This love based on faith in its relation to 

Judgment (17-18), recapitulation (19-21). 

II. Second explanation of the connected thoughts. Faith as 
the base of love. 

I. v. ta. Faith the proof of being born of God. 

2. v. 16-4. As the ground of love of the brethren, love of 

God the sign of love of the brethren. 

3- V. 5-12. Faith, in its assurance, the witness that Jesus is 
the Christ. 

v. 13-21. Conclusion. 

The divisions adopted by Mr. R. Law in his study of the 
First Epistle (Zhe Zests of Lie: Edinburgh, T. & T. Clark, 1909) 
have many points of agreement with Hiring’s scheme. He 
finds in the Epistle a threefold application of three tests by 


which the readers may satisfy themselves of their being “be- 
gotten of God.” 
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First Cycle, i. 5-ii. 28. The Christian life as fellowship with 
God, conditioned and tested by walking in the light. 

Walking in the light tested by— 

a. Righteousness, i. 6-11. 6. 
b. Love, ii. 7-17. 
¢c. Belief, 11, 18-28. 

Second Cycle, ii. 29-iv. 6. The Christian life as that of 
Divine Sonship, approved by the same tests. 

Divine Sonship tested by— 

a. Righteousness, ii. 29-iii. toa. 
b. Love, ili. 10d—24a. 
c. Belief, iii. 240-iv. 6. 
Third Cycle, iv. 7-v. 21. Closer correlation of Righteous- 
ness, Love, and Belief. 
Section I. iv. 7-v. 3a. Love. 
a. The genesis of love, iv. 7-12. 
&. The synthesis of belief and love, iv. 13-16. 
c. The effect, motives, and manifestations of love, 
iv. 17-V. 3a. 
Section II. v. 34-21. Belief. 
a. The power, content, basis, and issue of Christian 
belief, v. 3a@—-12. 
b. The certainties of Christian belief, v. 13-21. 

The substantial agreement of this analysis with that of Haring 
is remarkable, as Mr. Law explains in an appended note that 
Haring’s article was unknown to him at the time when he wrote 
the chapter which contains his analysis. It fails, however, to 
separate off the “ Epilogue,” and is hardly so helpful as Haring’s 
scheme in tracing the (probable) sequence of thought. In parts 
it becomes rather an enumeration of subjects than an analysis. 
It also obscures the writer’s insistence that the showing of love, 
in the sphere where circumstances made it possible, z.e. to the 
brethren, is the first and most obvious expression of the right- 
eousness which is obedience to God’s command, and which 
belief in Jesus as the Christ inspires. 

An interesting correspondence between Dr. Westcott and 
Dr. Hort about the Divisions of the First Epistle has been 
published by the Rev. A. Westcott in the Lxposztor (iii. 481 ff., 
1907). It contains several schemes, of which the most interest- 
ing is Dr. Hort’s Second Scheme of Divisions (p. 486) and his 
remarks upon it (p. 485f.). The scheme is as follows: 

i. 1-4. Introduction. 
i. 5-ii. 17. God and the true light: goodness, not in- 
difference. 
ii. 18-iii. 24. Sonship to God, and hence likeness to His 
Son, and of abiding in Him. 
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iv. 1-v. 17. Faith resting on knowledge of the truth the 

mark of the Divine Spirit, not indifference. 

v. 18-21. Conclusion, The Christian knowledge: the 
true and the false. 

One paragraph of his appended remarks is so suggestive that 
it must be quoted in full. ‘The base of all, the first and the 
last, is the Christian knowledge, ‘That which we have seen and 
heard’ (oiSapev). This is the necessary condition of Faith (III.), 
which is the necessary condition of Love (II.), which is the 
necessary condition of obedience (I.). After the Prologue we 
begin with this last simplest region, and feel our way downwards, 
naturally taking with us the results already obtained. Obedience 
is associated with light and the Father; Love, with abiding and 
the Anointed Son; Faith, with truth and the Spirit.” It would 
be difficult to find in the whole literature of the Johannine 
Epistles a more helpful clue in tracing the underlying connections 
of the “aphoristic meditations” contained in this Epistle. 
Mr. Law does not say whether this correspondence was known 
to him when he framed his scheme. If not, his underlying 
agreement with the suggestions of this paragraph, though not 
with the actual scheme proposed, is highly significant. But 
his threefold presentation of a twofold idea brings out more 
clearly the writer’s meaning and purpose. Belief and practice, 
faith and works, and the connection between the two, is his real 
subject. The showing of love is the most obvious example of 
the doing of righteousness ( = obedience). 

It is interesting also to notice that Dr. Westcott was anxious 
to transfer the passage iv. 1-6 from the third to the second 
section (cf. Haring), to which Dr. Hort replied, “ As far as I can 
see, the symmetry of the Epistle cannot be restored if iv. 1-6 
is thrown back.” This is probably true if (p. 485) “the three 
great divisions themselves have a ternary structure.” Dr. 
Westcott also pleads for the “retention of the Epilogue (v. 13- 
21) instead of the connection of 13-17 with what precedes. 
On both these points the arrangement preferred by Dr. Westcott 
and Dr. Haring seems the better. 


§ 5. THe Fatst TEACHERS, 


The exact nature of the false teaching which is denounced in 
these Epistles has been much disputed, and is still a matter of 
controversy. The opponents have been held to be Jews, or 
Judaizing Christians, or Gnostics, Judaizing or heathen, or some 
particular sect of Gnostics, Basilides, Saturninus, Valentinus or 
Cerinthus. Some have supposed the chief error denounced to 
be Docetism, others Antinomianism. A majority of interpreters 
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still perhaps regard Cerinthianism, or teaching similar in 
character and tendency, as the main object of the writer’s de- 
nunciation. This view has, however, been seriously challenged 
in late years by several writers, among whom Wurm and Clemen 
deserve special consideration. Though they differ in their 
solution of the problem, they both maintain that the common 
view is untenable, especially in the light of 1 Jn. ii. 23, which 
they regard as limiting the doctrinal differences between the 
writer and his opponents to questions of Christology; and as 
demonstrating that with regard to the doctrine of the Father, 
their views must have been identical, or at least divided by no 
serious difference of opinion. This would, of course, exclude 
Cerinthianism, as defined by Irenaeus, 4d@v. Haer. 1. xxvi. 1, where 
the Creator of the world is described as wirtus guaedam ualde 
separata et distans ab ea principalitate guae est super universa et 
ignorans eum quit est super omnia Deum. Wurm finds in this 
verse convincing support for his view of the purely Jewish 
character of the opponent’s teaching. Clemen draws from it 
and the preceding verse the conclusion that the writer sees the 
most serious error of his opponents in their denial that the 
historical Jesus is the Christ in the Johannine sense of that term, 
7.e. the pre-existent Son of God, who alone can reveal the Father 
tomen. But they both agree that the position of Cerinthus is 
excluded. They certainly have done good service in drawing 
attention to the importance of the bearing of 1 Jn. ii. 23 on the 
subject, even if further consideration may suggest that the 
conclusion which they have drawn is not inevitable. 


One or Many? 


Before examining in greater detail the character of the views 
held by the false teachers, it may be well to consider whether the 
writer has in view the opinions of one party only in all the 
sections in which he denounces false teaching, or whether he is 
combating different enemies in different passages. The unity of 
the false teaching is assumed by Wurm and by Clemen, and is 
accepted by perhaps the majority of writers on the subject. In 
one sense this is probably true. The writer does not attack the 
Christological opinions of two or more definite parties in chs. ii, 
iv., and v. respectively, nor does he denounce the Christology of 
one party and the ethical shortcomings of another. The views 
which the writer’s statements justify us in attributing to his 
opponents are not necessarily inconsistent. They might all have 
been held by the same party. But they do not form a complete 
system. They might have been held in conjunction with other 
opinions of the most diverse characters. The work of recon- 
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struction is always fascinating. But we have to remember how 
few of the necessary bricks are supplied to us, and how large 
a proportion of the building material we have to fashion for 
ourselves. We are bound, therefore, to consider carefully any 
hints which the writer himself gives us as to whether he has one 
or many opponents to meet, and whether he regards them as 
confined within one fold. 

The expressions which he uses certainly suggest variety. 
He tells us that the popular expectation is being fulfilled, though 
not exactly in the way in which people were looking for it. The 
saying, ‘Antichrist cometh,” is finding its fulfilment in the 
many Antichrists who have come to be (ii. 18). This hardly 
suggests one leader and many likeminded followers, even if the 
various sections have all separated themselves off from the true 
body (é jav é&frOav). The readers are reminded that every 
lie (3av weddos) shows the characteristic of being derived from 
some source other than the truth. The Antichrist is charac- 
terized by his denial that Jesus is the Christ. But every one 
that denies Him to be the pre-existent Son of God is cut off from 
all true knowledge of the Father (ii. 23). This statement is 
made with reference to those who lead astray (epi rév tAavavtTwv 
tyas). The same variety of error may be traced in ch. iv. The 
readers are warned not to give credence to every spiritual 
utterance. The many spirits must be tested, because many 
false prophets have gone out into the world (iv. 1). Every 
spirit which denies Jesus is “not of God.” This denial is the 
mark of Antichrist, who is already working in the world in the 
doings of his many subordinates. It is only in the fifth chapter 
that the writer seems to deal more exclusively with one particular 
form of error, the denial that Jesus who is the Son of God 
(otros) came by blood as well as by water, ze. that both His 
sufferings and His death were essential parts of His Messianic 
work of salvation. This passage should not be allowed to 
outweigh the impression left by the earlier chapters, that varieties 
of false teaching are in the writer’s mind in most of what he has 
to say. And even in the fifth chapter most of the expressions 
used leave the same impression. Throughout he tries to fortify 
his readers by calling to their remembrance a few fundamental 
truths which will safeguard them from the attacks of all the 
varied dangers which threaten their faith, even if by way of 
illustration he refers more particularly to one attack which they 
had lately victoriously repelled. Truth is one, error is manifold, 
is the burden of his message throughout. And error which is 
manifold threatens in more forms than one. 

Thus, if we may consider first the passages in which doctrinal 
errors are denounced apart from those which deal with moral 
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dangers, the general impression left by these passages and by 
many individual expressions which occur in them, leads to the 
conclusion that the Epistle is directed against various forms of 
teaching. The writer sums up the different tendencies in them 
which seem to him most dangerous, and most characteristic of 
the times. He sets out clearly the corresponding truths which 
in his opinion will prove to be their safest antidote. At the 
same time his writing may have been occasioned by one special 
type of false teaching, or one special incident in the history of 
his Church in connection with it. 

With this general caution in view it will be well to consider 
next how far various types of teaching are possibly reflected in 
the Epistle. 


(a) Judaism. 


If one single enemy is in view, it cannot, of course, be the 
Jews who have never accepted Christianity. Those of whom 
the writer is thinking first are men who “have gone out from 
us.” The phrases used, in spite of the words “they were not of 
us,” point to a definite secession of men who called themselves 
Christians and were recognized as such. They cannot refer to a 
sharper division between Jews and Christians who had hitherto 
been on more friendly terms. But this obvious fact does not 
necessarily exclude all reference in the Epistle to non-Christian 
Jews. The writer’s object is clear. It is to keep his readers in 
the right path, which some of their former companions have 
been persuaded to leave. He must protect those who remain 
from all the dangers which threaten most seriously. And his 
insistence on the confession that Jesus is the Messiah makes it 
probable, if not certain, that the Jewish controversy was 
prominent among the dangers which threatened most loudly. 
The Jewish War and the destruction of Jerusalem must, of 
course, have affected most profoundly the relations of Judaism 
to Christianity. And the effect must have become manifest very 
soon after the taking of the Holy City. It not only embittered 
the hatred between Jews and Christians, which was often acute 
enough before, but it placed Jewish Christians who had not 
broken with their national hopes and aspirations in an almost 
desperate position. They had still perhaps hoped against hope 
for the recognition of Jesus as the Messiah by the majority of 
their nation. All such hopes had now been dashed to the 
ground. The Lord had not returned to save His people and 
nation, as they had hoped even to the last. And Christians had 
not been slow to point to the fate of Jerusalem as God’s punish- 
ment on the nation for their rejection of the Christ. Jewish 
Christians could no longer expect anything but the bitterest 
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hatred from the members of their own nation with whom they 
had hoped for reunion. Their Lord had delayed His promised 
return. And many were ready to ask in scorn, “Where is 
the promise of His coming?” It is hardly surprising if their 
Jewish brethren succeeded in persuading some at least among 
them that they had been mistaken in supposing that Jesus of 
Nazareth was the Messiah of their nation. And if some openly 
cast in their lot with their own nation, others who still remained 
faithful may have been sorely tempted to accept the view that 
Jesus was indeed a prophet, sent by God and endowed by Him 
with higher powers, but not the Deliverer of the nation, and not 
the unique Son of God, with whom the writer and his fellow 
Christians identified Him. Such a danger threatened primarily, 
of course, only Jewish Christians, but it affected the whole body. 
For it was an essential part of the Christian creed as they appre- 
hended it that salvation is of the Jews. The Jewish controversy 
was prominent throughout the first half of the second century. 
It may have reached its height about the time of Barcochba’s 
rebellion. But it must have entered upon an acute stage within 
a few years of the Fall of Jerusalem. It must have been a 
serious danger at any period to which it is possible to assign the 
date of our Epistle. 

In this connection it is natural to take into account the 
evidence of the Fourth Gospel. It is hardly necessary to restate 
at any great length the obvious fact that the needs of the Jewish 
controversy are a dominant factor in the Evangelist’s choice of 
subject-matter and method of presentation. His hostility to his 
own nation, or rather to those who in his opinion falsely repre- 
sented it and had proved unfaithful to its true vocation, is one 
of the most prominent characteristics of his work. In the 
Epistle it is far less prominent, but it is difficult to discover any 
real difference in the situations which the Gospel and the Epistle 
presuppose in this respect. 

On the other hand, it is unsafe to deduce the Jewish character 
of the false teaching denounced from the words of ch. ii. 22f, 
was 6 dpvovpevos Tov vidv ode TOV TaTEpa exer K.T.A., aS Wurm has 
done. He draws the following conclusions from the passage. 
(xz) The false teachers themselves are not conscious of holding 
any views of God different from those of the faithful. (2) There 
was, in fact, no such difference in their teaching except such as 
was involved in the denial of the Son, the Revealer of the 
Father. The last statement is rather vague. It would admit of 
considerable differences of view as to the nature of the Father. 
And the first statement does not necessarily follow from the 
verses which are supposed to establish it. It is true, as Wurm 
and Clemen have pointed out, that the author states the fact 
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that the false teachers “have not the Father” as a consequence 
of their Christology. He could hardly have written the words 
unless these teachers actually claimed to “have the Father.” 
But it does not follow that they claimed the possession in the 
same sense as orthodox Christians claimed it. And the whole 
passage loses in point unless there actually were real differences 
of view. The words can no doubt be interpreted of Jews whose 
conception of God was not materially different from that of 
Christians. But they are equally applicable, and they have far 
more point, if the writer has in view types of Gnostic thought, in 
which a claim was made to superior knowledge of the unknown 
Father imparted to a few spiritual natures, and unattainable by 
the average Christian. Of such teaching the views attributed to 
Cerinthus by Irenaeus may, at any rate, serve as an illustration, 
Post baptismum descendisse im eum ab ea principalitate quae est 
super omnia Christum figura columbae, et tunc annunctasse 
tncognitum patrem. We compare the Greek of Epiphanius, 
aroxadvwat adtG kal dv adrod Tots wer adtod Tod dyvworov Tatépa. 
Writers like Clemen and Wurm have assumed, perhaps too 
readily, that one possible interpretation of the passage is the 
only possible explanation. 


(b) Gnosticism. 


The connection of the Epistle with Gnostic ideas is quite 
apparent. ‘There is, of course, no more necessity to interpret the 
phrase 6 A€ywy dre €yvwxa airdy as presupposing any definite form 
of Gnosticism unknown before the second century, than there is 
to do so in the case of the Pauline 7 yrvdors pvovot, or et Ts 
ayard Tov Gedy obtos eyvworat tr airod. Though ovépya may be 
the terminus technicus of Gnosis, our author’s doctrine of yevvy- 
Ojvat ék Oeod will explain its use in iii. 9, however we may 
interpret the meaning of owépya in the phrase (orépya atrod év 
avTé pever), A reference to the system of Basilides is far from 
being the only possible explanation (Pfleid. ii, 414). But 
Gnostic ideas are clearly a serious menace to the readers. The 
essence of the writer’s dyyeA/a is that God is light, and the 
following reiteration of this in negative form may well be aimed 
at the view that the Father of all is unknowable, or that what 
can be known of Him is revealed exclusively to a few (cxoria év 
adT@ ovK eoTW ovdepia, cf, oldare mdvres), unless, indeed, cxoria 
must be taken in an ethical sense, as in what follows (there can 
be no fellowship with God, who is all light, for those who fail to 
obey His évrodai). The condemnation of those who say that 
they “have not sin” points in the same direction. The use of 
the first person plural shows that the danger is regarded as 
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imminent, if not actually present among the members of the 
community. The intellectual claims of the “illuminati” are met 
by insistence on the duty of love, and the obligations which it 
involves. And the confession demanded of ‘Jesus Christ come 
in the flesh” is the writer’s protest against the Gnostic doctrine 
of the impossibility of any real and complete union between 
the spiritual seed and that which is flesh (cf. Jn. i. 14). The 
writer’s own sympathy with many Gnostic ideas is well known. 
Perhaps his greatest service, not only to his own generation but 
to all times, is his power “of absorbing into Christianity the 
great spiritual tendencies of his age,” thus “disarming their 
possible antagonism for his own age” and perpetuating their 
influence in subsequent ages. 


(c) Docetism. 


The connection of this Epistle and 2 Jn. with Docetism has 
been recognized from early times. Cf. Polycarp, vii., ras yap os 
av pn dporoyH “Inootv Xpiotov év capkt éAndvbévar évrixpiotds 
eorw: Tertullian, De carne Christi, xxiv.; Dion. Alex. af. Eus. 
1. E. vii. 25. 19, radra yap (1 Jn. i. 2, 3) tpoavaxpoverar, Siarevd- 
pevos, ws év Tots E€ns ednAwoev, mpds Tos OvK ev GapKl PacKovTas 
eAyAvbévar tov Ktbpiov. And the same view has found favour 
down to the present time. It is to be found in the Religions- 
geschichtliche Volksbiicher. Cf. Schmiedel, ZEBO/J, p. 20, 
“Concerning Jesus these opponents of the writer taught that 
He is not the Christ (ii. 22). Here, too, we recognize again 
the assertion of the Gnostics, that Jesus is only the man with 
whom the Christ who came down from heaven was united for a 
time, and only in some loose kind of connection” (zur Jose; 
cf. DVE, p. 116, nur aisserlich). This is seen more clearly 
in iv. 2(DV£). They denied that Jesus Christ came in flesh ; 
an expression directed equally against the other view of the 
Gnostics, that ‘‘He had a body only in appearance.” Cf. 
Encycl. Bibl, s.v. John, son of Zebedee, 57, ‘ More precisely the 
false teachers disclose themselves to be Docetics.” It is, how- 
ever, unfortunate that the term “ Docetism” has both a wider 
and a narrower signification. It can be used in a more popular 
sense to characterize all teaching which denied the reality of the 
Incarnation, and therefore the reality and completeness of the 
Lord’s humanity. It may also be used more precisely of teaching 
which assigned to the Lord a merely phantasmal body, maintain- 
ing that He had a human body, of flesh and blood, only in 
appearance. The expressions used by Polycarp do not neces- 
sarily go beyond the wider and more popular usage. They 
contain no certain reference to Docetism in the stricter sense 
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of the term. And the language of the Johannine Epistles does 
not necessarily presuppose the more precise Docetism. A 
comparison of the language of Ignatius makes this quite clear. 
Cf. Ign. ad Smyrn. ii. kai édnOads erabev, ds Kai ddAnbds avéorno" 
éavTov. ovx HoTep amiotoi Twes héyovow TO Soxeiy aitov merov- 
févat, adtoi 70 Boxeiv dvres, Kal Kaas ppovodow Kal cupByoerae 
avrois, otaw aowpdros Kat Sanovixois: ad Trall. x, «i b&... 
Aéyourw 70 doxeiy merovOévar aitov, airol dvres TO Soxelv, ey tt 
dédeuar; The watchword “ Jesus Christ come in flesh ” held good 
against both these forms of teaching, and the former naturally 
led to the latter. All Gnostic insistence on the incompatibility 
of flesh and spirit led in the same direction. But there is 
nothing in our Epistles which proves the existence of the 
stricter Docetism to which the letters of Ignatius bear witness. 
The false teachers are still apparently concerned with the earlier 
stage of the problem, the relation between the real man Jesus of 
Nazareth and the higher power with which He was brought into 
temporary connection. 


(d) Cerinthianism. 


We have seen, if the suggested interpretation of the Christo- 
logical passages is in the main correct, that the author is trying 
to strengthen his readers’ defences against dangers which threaten 
from more than one quarter. As the Epistle proceeds, however, 
one particular danger becomes more prominent, and the passage 
in ch. v. contains clearer reference to one definite form of error 
than is probably to be found in the earlier chapters. Since the 
days when Polycarp told the story of John, the disciple of the 
Lord, and Cerinthus in the Baths of Ephesus, the view has been 
commonly held that the Johannine Epistles, if not the Gospel 
as well (cf. Jerome, 2x /oann.), were directed, at any rate in 
part, again the heresy of Cerinthus. This view has been 
seriously challenged by many writers. The grounds on which 
Wurm and Clemen have declared against it have been already 
considered. If the statements of ii. 23f. do not exclude the 
teaching of Cerinthus about the unknown Father, and the 
creation of the world (zon a primo Deo factum esse mundum 
docuit sed a uirtute quadam ualde separata ab ea princtpalitate 
quae est super universa et ignorante eum qui est super omnia 
Deum), the more definite references of ch. v. (especially ovx 
év 7 Bare povov GAN & 7G Wear kal ev rh aipart) are certainly 
more easily explained in connection with the teaching of 
Cerinthus, as recorded by Irenaeus (ef post baptismum descendisse 
in eum ab ea principalitate quae est super omnia Christum figura 
columbae, et tunc annunciasse incognitum patrem, et uirtutes per- 
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fecisse in fine autem revolasse tterum Christum de Iesu, et Lesum 
passum esse et resurrexisse, Christum autem impassibilem perseve- 
rasse, existentem spiritalem), than by any other known system. 
The writer is denouncing the view that the passion was no 
essential part of the Messianic work of salvation. While they 
admitted that His baptism by John was a real mark of His 
Messianic career, a means by which He was fitted to carry out 
His work for men, the opponents refused to see a similar mark 
in the Crucifixion. He came by water but not by blood. This 
corresponds admirably with what Irenaeus tells of Cerinthus, 
and the reference to Cerinthianism is strongly maintained by 
Zahn (Linleitung, sec. 70), and also by writers of a different 
school, as Knopf (MVachafpostol. Zeit. p. 328 ff.). So far as 
concerns the type of teaching which is referred to, there can be 
little doubt that it is the most probable view. But as the exact 
tenets of Cerinthus are a matter of dispute, it may be well to 
consider the accounts of it which we possess in greater detail. 

Our chief authorities for the views of Cerinthus are Irenaeus 
and Hippolytus. As usual the contents of Hippolytus’ Syxtagma 
must be deduced, and in part conjectured, from the writings of 
Epiphanius, Philaster, and pseudo-Tertullian. The Refutatio 
of (?) Hippolytus gives us hardly anything beyond material for 
reconstructing the original Greek of Irenaeus (Hipp. Philos. 
vii. 33). And as usual the Epiphanian account affords an 
interesting field for conjecture, where his statements cannot be 
checked by the other two writers who used the Syutagma, and 
are not derived from Irenaeus. 

The Syxtagma of Hippolytus must have contained at least 
the following information: (1) Cerinthus was the successor of 
Carpocrates. (2) His teaching resembled that of his predecessor as 
regards (a) The person of Christ. He was the son of Joseph and 
Mary. Philaster, Cerinthus successit huius errori et similitudini 
uanitatis docens de generatione Saluatoris; ps.-Tert. Similia 
docens, Christum ex semine Loseph natum proponit, hominem 
illum tantummodo sine diuinttate contendens; Epiph. ra toa to 
mpoeipypéve eis TOV Xpiotov cvKopavrycas eEnyeitae Kal ovTos ék 
Mapias kat é« orépuatos Iwonp tov Xpirtov yeyernoba. (5) The 
creation of the world. The world was made by angels. Cf. 
Phil. degue creatura angelorum; ps.-Tert. nam et ipse 
mundum tnstitutum esse ab angelis (which Hilgenfeld has rightly 
restored for zis); Epiph. cal rév xdopov dpotws td d&yyéAwv 
yeyevno Oat. 

His teaching differed from that of Carpocrates in its more 
sympathetic attitude towards Judaism. Cf. Phil. zz mudlo 
discordans ab illo eo nist quia ex parte solum legi consentit guod 
a Deo data sit, which Lipsius rightly restores in Greek, d\d’ # év 
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ToiTw povov ev 7G bpohoydiv dro péepovs tov vopov, Sri dro Oeod 
6idora. Epiph. év 7G mpocéxew 76 “lovdaicpe dri pépovs. The 
Syntagma would seem also to have stated that Cerinthus regarded 
the God of the Jews as an angel, and probably as one of the 
Kooporo.ot dyyeAor, by one of whom the Law was given to Israel. 
Cf. ps.-Tert. ipsam quogue legem ab angelis datam perhibens, 
Ludacorum Deum non Dominum sed angelum promens; Epiph. 
pioKe. 6& otros Tov vépov Kal Tos mpodytas tmd dyyAwv 
6cbdc0a1, Kal tov bebwxéra vopov eva elvar tiv ayyéhov Tov Tov 
Kocpov merornxorwv, in the light of which we must interpret the 
sentence of Philaster, unintelligible as it stands, et ipsum Deum 
Ludacorum eum esse aestimat qui legem dedit filits Israel. 

From this point onwards there is nothing more to be 
gathered from pseud.-Tertullian. Philaster adds a number of 
further details which emphasize the Judaizing character of 
Cerinthus’ teaching and views. He tells us that he insisted on 
circumcision (cf. Epiph. ch. v. reprerpq6y 6 “Iqcots repitpyOyre Kai 
airés), and on the keeping of the Sabbath; and that he taught 
that Christ had not yet risen from the dead, but would rise 
hereafter (Christum nondum surrexisse a mortuis sed resurrec- 
turum annuntiat”; cf. Epiph. ch. vi. Xpuorév werovOévar Kat 
éoravpicba, pyro be eynyépha, pedrAew 6 dvicracGo. drav 7% 
kaforov yévaras vexpov dvacracts); that he rejected the authority 
of S. Paul (cf. Epiph. ch. v. tov IatAov dGerotor); that he paid 
honour to the traitor Judas; that he acknowledged the Gospel 
according to S. Matthew only (cf. Epiph. ch. v. xpavras yap 76 xara. 
MarOaiov etayyéAvov dard pépovs), rejecting the other three Gospels 
and the Acts; that he blasphemes the blessed Martyrs; and that 
he was the mover of the sedition against the Apostles, insisting 
on the circumcision of all converts ; and that the Apostolic decree 
was promulgated against the movement instigated by him 
(cf. Epiph. ch. iii, who also adds to his crimes the opposition 
to S. Paul on his last visit to Jerusalem). The agreements 
between Epiphanius and Philaster are sufficiently marked to 
justify the view that Hippolytus in his Synxtagma assigned some 
such Judaizing position to Cerinthus, though the attribution of 
many of the same tenets to “Ebion,” by Hippolytus and by 
Irenaeus, raises doubts as to the accuracy of the details. The 
Syntagma is in substantial agreement with Irenaeus as to 
Cerinthus’ views about the person of Christ and the creation 
of the world by an inferior power. The Judaizing views attributed 
to him are not inconsistent with anything in Irenaeus’ account. 
The only statement that really conflicts with his account is that 
concerning the resurrection of Christ. But we have found 
nothing so far to connect the teaching about the Baptism and 
Passion, given by Irenaeus, which offers the most striking resem- 
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blances to that denounced in ch. v. of the Epistle, with the 
earlier Hippolytean treatise. Lipsius however, (p. 118), finds 
reasons for doing so in that part of the Epiphanian account 
which is derived mainly from Irenaeus (i. 21, cf. Hipp. P/zlos. 
vii. 33). When all the definitely Irenaean matter is taken away, 
the remainder may be of the nature of explanatory additions 
made by Epiphanius himself; and this view is maintained by 
Hilgenfeld (Ketzergeschichte des Urchristenthums, p. 413). But 
Lipsius thinks that it must be derived from another source. 
For the sake of clearness it will be best to give the passage in 
full. 


Lpiphanius. 


odk ard ths mpdrys Kal dvobey Svvdpews Tov Kéopov yeyevjobat, 
avwbev S& éx Tod avw Geod peta TO éSpuvOijva tov “Incovv Tov éx 
om éppatos Toon kal Mapias every pevov Karehndudévar Tov 
Xpuordv cis abrov, TOUTéOTL TO TvEd po. TO dytoy, év cide Teplotepas 
év T® Lopddvy Kat droxadtipan avT@ Kal Ov avtod Tots er avrod Tov 
dyvwortov Tarépa, kat dia totro éreud}) nAOev 4% SUvopus eis adrov 
dvwbev Suvdpes emitereAekevat, Kat atrov memovOdros 76 éAOov 
avobey dvomrivan dd TOU Tyood dvw, werovOdra O€ TOV ‘Inooty kal 
madw eynyeppevor, Xpurrov de tov dvwbev édOdvra eis adrov drab 
dvamravra, orep eorl TO KateXOov év cider repiorepas, Kal od Tov 
*Inoodv eivar tov Xpicrov. 


Irenaeus (of. Hipp. vit. 33). 


ody trd Tod mpdrov Geod yeyovevar Tov Kécpov, GAN’ td Svvdpews 
TWOs KEeXwplopevns Kal amrexovons THS trep Ta GAa éefovelas 
(? avdevrias, principalitate) kat a&yvoovtons Tov trép wévta Oedv, Tov dé 
“Tnootv treVero pn ek mapOévov yevevie Oat (impossibile enim hoc et 
uisum est) yeyovevar 8 airov & “Iwai cal Mapias vidv duolws Tots 
Aoumois & Trew dvOpdrous kal 1 duxaudTepov yeyovevan [kat ppoviparepor | 
kat copdrepoy, Kal pera TO Bdaricpo KateNOety eis adrov Tov ard THS 
trép Ta Oda adGertias, Tov Xpirrov ev cider weprotepas Kal TOTE KNPvEAL 
Tov adyvwotov watépa, kat Svvames émiteAéoou, mpds d¢ TO TAAL 
arootnvat tov Xpiorov aro Tod ‘Iycod, kal tov “Incody werovOévar 
Kal éynyepOa, tov S& Xpiordv adrraby SuapewevyKevae wvevpariKov 
tmdpxovra. 

Apart from particular expressions, some of which find 
parallels in his account of Carpocrates (cf. Maer. xxvii. 2, Tijs 
dvw dvvduews, drertadrOan tr6 Tod adrod warpos eis THY adTod Wuxnv 
Sdvvdpets), the non-Irenaean matter in Epiphanius is confined to 
the identification of the Christ who descended on Jesus with 
the Holy Spirit, the mention of the Jordan, the phrase ro eA Gov 
avwbev (6 dvwev éXOdv), and the denial that Jesus is the Christ. 
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There is nothing here that Epiphanius could not have added 
by way of explanation and amplification. At the same time 
there is no obvious reason for the mention of the Spirit, unless 
Epiphanius is combining two accounts, one of which spoke of 
Christ and the other of the Holy Spirit as the power who 
descended on Jesus. It is noticeable that in Lipsius’ attempted 
reconstruction of the Syztagma (wera 8 ddpuvOjvar tov Xpurrdv 
AndrAvOevan cis adtov 7d Tvedua TO ayvov év cider wepiorepas Kal 
aroxadvwat atta kal bv adrod Tots per adrov Tov dvw Oedv, Tov 
d& Xpuorov ered DAP eis airov dvwobev Svvams Suvdpets 
emuteteAekevat Kat avrod merovOdros 76 KateAOov dvarrivat avw) 
most of the matter and much of the language is to be found in 
Irenaeus. But on the whole it seems probable that the Hippoly- 
tean account did contain a statement that a higher power 
(? the Holy Spirit) came upon Jesus (? the Christ) and left Him 
before the Passion. And if the original teaching of Cerinthus 
was that the Spirit descended on Jesus at the Baptism, there is 
a special significance in the language of the Epistle, rd avetpya 
éoTl TO paptupodv. The place of the Spirit, the writer would 
say, was to bear witness, not to perform the higher function 
which some had attributed to Him. We may perhaps compare 
the language of the Prologue to the Gospel, where the over- 
estimation of the Baptist, whom possibly some had identified 
with the Messiah, and almost certainly many had extolled at 
the expense of Jesus of Nazareth, is similarly set aside (odx fv 
éxeivos TO Pas GAN iva paptupyoy wept ToD dwrds). And if this was 
the original teaching of Cerinthus, it would not be inconsistent 
with the stress laid on the denial that Jesus is the Christ. Even if 
he admitted that the descent of the Spirit at the Baptism raised 
Him to the Messianic office (more probably he would regard 
it as setting Him apart for a prophet), he certainly would not 
allow the identification of Jesus from his birth with the Christ, 
in the Johannine sense of the term, the pre-existent Son of 
God. 

We may then safely conclude that though other forms of 
false teaching are dealt with in the Epistles, the writer has 
specially in view the teaching of some opponent whose views 
were, at any rate, very similar to those of Cerinthus, so far as we 
can now determine them. He seems to have combined those 
Gnostic and Judaizing tendencies which the writer regarded as 
most dangerous. And the particular views which we have good 
grounds for attributing to him, whether they defined the relation 
of Jesus to the Christ, or that of the Spirit to Christ (ze. Jesus), 
offer the most satisfactory explanation of the language of the 
fifth chapter of the First Epistle. 
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Ethical Errors. 


It is, of course, clear that the writer of these Epistles is 
combating errors of life and conduct as well as of doctrine. 
And it is almost a matter of certainty that he has in view the 
same opponents in what he says on both subjects. He could 
hardly have laid such stress on the necessary connection between 
true belief and right practice, if the errors of conduct which he 
denounces were conspicuously absent from the lives of those 
whose teaching he condemns. This has been clearly stated 
by Wurm, though he goes too far in maintaining that the praise 
which the writer bestows on his readers excludes the possibility 
that his warnings against certain practical errors could have 
special reference to them. It was clearly one of the chief 
dangers of the situation, as the writer viewed it, that those who 
had “gone out” had left many sympathizers behind, and many 
more who hardly knew how to make up their minds. There 
are, however, no grounds for supposing that in those passages 
which deal with moral shortcomings the writer has an altogether 
different party of opponents in view. As in the case of the 
Christological errors, he is content to point out the chief 
tendencies in which he foresees most danger. Again, his 
words have a wider reference than the one particular body of 
opponents, but he writes with the memory fresh in his mind 
of the recent withdrawal of a particular party from his Church, 
and their withdrawal was most probably the occasion of the 
First Epistle. 

There is no evidence that this party had condoned, or been 
guilty of, the grosser sins of the flesh. That is not the most 
natural interpretation of the passage on which such a view has 
generally been based (ii. 16). By ériOupia rtHs capxdés the 
writer seems to mean all desires which come to the natural man 
as yet untouched by the influence of the Spirit of God. The 
Johannine usage of the word odp& suggests this wider reference, 
by which the expressions used are not restricted to the fleshly sins. 

But though the Epistle offers no traces of Antinomianism, 
it is clear that the opponents claimed that knowlege of God, 
fellowship with God, and love for God are compatible with 
disregard of at least some of the requirements of the Christian 
code. The words 6 Aé€ywy dre éyvwxa aidrov kal Tas évroAds 
abrod wi tTypdv Wevorns éoriv are certainly directed against the 
false teachers, even if the writer is not thinking of them in 
i. 6, 8, ro. And in the following verse (ii. 5) the emphasis 
on ddnOds (é€v tovTm 7 aydan Tod Geod TeTEdelwrar) suggests the 
same thought. They must have claimed to know God as 
ordinary Christians could not know Him, without recognizing 
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the obligation of complete obedience to the whole of His 
commands, or of living a life in conscious imitation of the 
life of the Master (ddeiAeu xafds exelvos reprerdrnoev Kat abros 
ovtws mepiraretv). The following section (ii. 7 ff.) on the “new 
command,” however the “old” and the “new” are to be inter- 
preted, shows that their special failure was a want of recognition 
in everyday life of the primary Christian duty, love of the 
brethren. The full significance of the passage is perhaps most 
apparent if we assume that the writer claims that the command 
to love the brethren is contained implicitly in the moral require- 
ments of the Old Testament, recognized by himself and his 
opponents alike as having authority, but that it was placed in 
a wholly new light in the teaching and example of the Christ, 
who said évroAyy Kawyv Sidwpe ipiv a dyamare éddAOUs Kabds 
nyarnoa duds (Jn. xii. 34); and that he makes the claim in 
opposition to a denial on the part of the false teachers that 
this was part of the requirements of God. They must have 
been unwilling to recognize that the ordinary and less en- 
lightened members of the community had any real claims upon 
them. They may have preferred to stand well with the more 
intelligent Jews and heathen in whose midst they lived (uy 
dyarare Tov Kdopov), Cf. ii. 15, 16. 

The writer returns to the subject in ch. iii, to which ii. 29 
leads up. As Weiss has pointed out, iii. 4 would be a feeble 
argument against Antinomianism. ‘To meet that he must have 
exchanged his subject and predicate. But the passage is signifi- 
cant nevertheless. It most naturally suggests that the opponents 
condemned “lawlessness,” but failed to see that all sin is lawless, 
being disobedience to the Divine law, which has been made 
known to men in various ways. The duty of obedience to 
certain definite precepts they recognized, but not the sinfulness 
of all falling short of the ideal of human life realized in the life 
of the Son of Man on earth. Again all becomes clear if we 
may suppose that their conduct was regulated by the moral 
precepts of the Old Testament rather than by the more exacting 
requirements of the “Adyos attod” which had now been put 
before men. In ver. 7 the words pydeis rAavdtw tuas may 
contain a more definite allusion to particular opponents. The 
doing of righteousness constitutes the only claim to be righteous, 
and again “He” has set the standard of doing (kaOas éxetvos 
Zorw dixasos). The indifference of action as compared with 
other supposed qualifications, such as, for instance, descent from 
Abraham, or the possession of the “ pneumatic” seed, is clearly 
part of the opponents’ creed. They must have claimed to be 
Sikaroe without admitting the necessity of ‘‘ doing the works.” 

Thus on the practical as well as on the theoretical side we 
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seem to trace the same mixture of Jewish and Gnostic ideas 
which must have formed the most pressing dangers to the 
moral and spiritual life of a Christian community towards the 
end of the first century or at the beginning of the second, 
or perhaps even later. Such matters really afford very little 
material for accurate dating. No account has been taken of 
the Chiliastic views attributed to Cerinthus by Caius of Rome 
and others. If the attribution is correct, they are not incon- 
sistent with his Judaizing position. The implied suggestions of 
immorality are not supported by any tangible evidence. In all 
other respects the teaching attributed to Cerinthus by the more 
trustworthy heresiologists affords a typical example of the errors 
which are condemned in the Johannine Epistles. 


§ 6. LITERARY HISTORY. 


In tracing the history of books and documents it is important 
to emphasize the difference between echoes, influences, direct 
use and direct quotation, with or without indication of author- 
ship. Professor Bacon has rightly called attention to this in his 
recent work on the Johannine Problem. The distinction has 
always been recognized by competent scholars in dealing with 
the Books of the New Testament, though they have held very 
different opinions as to what may be reasonably concluded from 
the facts of usage. The undoubted attribution of the Epistles to 
John by name is not found in extant works till the last quarter 
of the second century. The use of them can, however, be traced 
at a much earlier date. The following list of “echoes and 
influences ” of the Epistles which have been found in the writings 
of the second century and early decades of the third, are not 
all equally certain, but at least deserve consideration. 


Clem. Rom. xlix. 5. év ry dydry T iv. 18. 6 d& PoBodpmevos od TeTe- 
éredecwOnoay mavres of éxdexTol Tod Aelwras ev TH ayarp. 
Geod. 

Clem. 1. 3. GAN of ev dydarn TedeLw- 
Oévres. 


The verbal similarity is interesting, but the meaning is 
different at least in the first passage. The goth chapter has 
clearer reminiscences of 1 Co. xiii. The opening sentence, 6 éxwv 
aydaryv év Xpiotd Toinodtw Ta Tod Xpicrod wapayyéApara, suggests 
more clearly the teaching of the Johannine Epistles. But no 
weight can be attached to this coincidence of language. 


Polycarp, ad Phil. c. vii. was yap I iv. 2. wav mvedua 8 duodroyet 
ds av wh duoroyy “Inoody Xpicrdv év "I nooty Xpucrdv év capki édpdvOdra éx 
capxt edndvbévar, dvrixpiords éorw. TOD Oeod éorly, Kal wav Tredua 6 wy 


é 
§ 6.] LITERARY HISTORY liii 


kal 85 dy ux duoroyy Td wapripwov To suodoye? Tov "Inoody ex Tov Beod odk 
oravpod éx Tod diaBddou early. éorw* Kal rovré éorw 7d Tov dvrlxpic- 
Tou, 8 axnkdare 8ru Epxerat. 
iii. 8. 6 rowdy rhv dpaprlay éx Tot 
‘ dia Bdrov early, 
I ii, 18. Kadds AKovoure 8re dvrl- 
Xpictos epxerat kal viv dyrlypioror 
ToAXol yeydvacw, 
Til, 22, Ts éorw 6 Wevorns el wh 
6 dpvovmevos 8te Inoots otk eorw 6 


< 


Xpiorés ; obrds ear 6 dvrlxpioros, 6 
apvotpmevos Tov marépa Kal Tov vidv. 

II 7. rodXdol mrdvor €&fAOay els Tov 
kdopov, of fh duodroyodvres "Inoovv 
Xpicrov épxduevor év capkt: obrds eorw 
6 tAdvos Kal 6 dvrlxpioTos. 


‘The importance of this passage justifies a full presentation of 
the evidence. The connection between the passage in Polycarp 
and 1 Jn. iv. 2, or 2 Jn. 7, is obvious. No one who has read 
the Johannine Epistles and the Epistle of Polycarp can doubt on 
which side lies the probability of originality. And the way in 
which Polycarp seems to use the language and thoughts of the 
Johannine Epistles is closely parallel to his use throughout his 
Epistle of the language and contents of other books of the New 
Testament. The obvious connection of the first sentence with 
the language of S. John’s Epistles makes it natural to see in the 
second, which contains the Johannine phrase ék rod duaBdrov 
éoriv, an echo of the teaching of the First Epistle of S. John on 
the Passion as being, equally with the Baptism, characteristic of 
the Lord’s Messianic work (otrés éorw 6 eAOov Ov’ VdaTos Kai 
aiwatos). If so, the case for the connection with the First Epistle 
is strengthened. The sentences in Polycarp give the reason for 
his appeal to the Philippians to serve the Lord with all fear and 
reverence, as the Lord Himself commanded, and the Apostles who 
preached His Gospel to them, and the Prophets who predicted 
His coming, “abstaining from offences and from false brethren, 
and from those who bear the name of the Lord in hypocrisy, who 
lead foolish men astray ” (ofrwes dromAavact Kevorts avOpwrovs, cf. 
I Jn. ii, 26, radra éypapa ipiv wepi tov trAavdvrwv byas). The 
context recalls the situation of the Second Epistle (2 Jn. ro f.), the 
language and thought are more closely connected with the First. 
The passage may be said to prove the acquaintance of Polycarp 
with the teaching contained in the Epistles, or with the man who 
taught it. It establishes a very high degree of probability that 
he was acquainted with the actual Epistles. In view of it there 
would have to be very strong reasons to justify us in placing the 
Johannine Epistles later than the Epistle of Polycarp. And it 
must be remembered that his Epistle, if genuine, must be dated 
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immediately after the martyrdom of Ignatius (see Polycarp, ad 
Phil. C. xiii.) 
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III 12. Anunrply pewapripnra 
bard wayTwr Kal bd avris THs ddnOelas. 


Papias (Eus. H. #. iii. 39. 3). 
(€xalpov)... Tots Tas mapa Tod 
kuplov Tn miorer dedomévas (sc. évToNds) 


kal dm avtTis mapaywouévas Tis 
adnGelas. 
Eus. iii, 39. 17. xéxpnra 8 6 


avros juaptuplas dard THs ’Lwdvvov 
mMporépas éTLtTOANs. 


The use of the phrase airy 7 dA7jbea by the “ Presbyter” and 
by Papias may, of course, be an accidental coincidence, but it is 
not without significance in the light of Eusebius’ statement, which 
we have not the slightest reason for discrediting. The First 
Epistle, if not the two smaller letters, must have been known and 
valued during the first quarter of the second century. The 
evidence does not amount to actual proof, as it is, of course, 
impossible to distinguish between personal acquaintance with the 
author and his teaching, and knowledge of the actual text of the 
Epistles. The evidence does not exclude the possibility of such 
teaching being embodied in Epistles at a later date. But there 
can be little doubt as to which hypothesis is the simpler and the 
more natural. 

Didache, c. xX. pyyncOnre Kupie, rijs liv. 18. ob rereNelwras ev TH aydry. 
éxxAnoias cov Tod proacbae avrhy amd 
mavros Tovnpod Kal Tededoar adriy 
év TH Ayan cov. 

teAciGoat év TH dydary may be a reminiscence of the language, 
as it certainly recalls the thought, of the Epistle. 


I ii, 27. 76 adrod xploua—darnbés 
éoruv Kat or wevdos. 


Hermas, JZ. iii. 1. 87¢ 6 Kuptos dd\n- 
Ouvds év mavtl phuart, Kat ovdev map’ 
avr@ Wevdos. 

The coincidence of language may possibly suggest a con- 
nection between the two passages, but it certainly does not 
prove it. 


Ep. to Diognetus, xi. 14. ofros (cf. 
§ 3, 00 xdpw dmréoreite Adyov) 6 am’ 
dpxfjs 6 Kawds gavels kal madavds 
evpedels. 


Li. 1. 5 jv dm’ dpxfs. 


x. 2. 6 yap Oeds rods dvOpurovs 
tydmnoe . . . wpds ods améoreiie Tov 
vidv avTod Troy ovoyerA. 


3. émvyvovs dé rlvos oler tAnpwO%- 
cecbar xapas mas dyamioes Tov 
otrws mpoayaryoayrd oes 


Liv. 9. év rovTw épavepbOn 7 dydrn 
Tov Oeov év uty, bre Tov vidv adrov 
Tov wovoyer} amécradkev 6 Oeds els 
Tov Kéopor (cf. Jn. iii. 16, 17). 

I iv. 19. fuels dyar@uev, drt adrds 
TpOTos Hyadmycev Huds. 

Li, 4. ah xapa ude @ mewn. 
puméern. 
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The echoes of Johannine thought are obvious, and on the 
whole the similarity is greater with the Epistle than with the 
Gospel. 


Ep. Lugd. et Vienn, (Eus. v. i. I iii. 16. “Ev ro’rw éyvdxapev rhv 
To). JEXwr dé tov mapdxdyrov év drydanv, ru exetvos brép huav rhv 
€auTg@, TO mrvevua Tov Zaxaplov, § did Yuxhy avdrod eOyxev’ Kal fers 
TOU TANpwuaros THs dyamns évedelEaTo, dpethouev Urép Tov ddehPdy Tas 
evdoxjoas wbmrép THs Tay ddeXpdv wWuyds Oetvac. 
dmodoylas xatl thy éavTod Oetivat 
wuxyy. tv yap Kxal eorw yvijovos 
Xpiorod wabynrjs, dkodovday TQ apvlw 
Saou ay brdyn. 

The connection with Johannine thought and expression is 
quite unmistakable. The true following of the Lamb, as shown 
in the readiness of Veltius Epagathus to lay down (? stake) his 
life for the brethren, is almost certainly a reminiscence of the 


First Epistle. 


Irenaeus, 1. xvi. 5. “Quemadmodum Ioannes Domini 
discipulus confirmat dicens Haec autem (Jn. xx. 31). ... 
Propter quod et in epistola sua sic testificatus est nobis 
Filioli, nouissima hora est (1 Jn. ii. 18, 19, 21—in the form 
Cognoscite ergo quoniam omne mendacium extraneum est et 
non est de ueritate—z22 to Antichristus).” 

8. “Quos et Dominus nobis cauere praedixit et discipulus 
eius Ioannes in praedicta epistola fugere eos praecepit dicens 
Multi seductores exierunt in hunc mundum (2 Jn. 7, 8 to 
operati estis) Et rursus in Epistola ait Multi pseudo- 
prophetae exierunt de saeculo (1 Jn. iv. 1-3 to omnis Spiritus 
qui soluit Iesum non est ex Deo sed de Antichristo est). Haec 
autem similia sunt illi quod in euangelio dictum est, quoniam 
Uerbum caro factum est et habitauit in nobis. Propter quod 
rursus in Epistola clamat, Omnis qui credit quia Iesus est 
Christus, ex Deo natus est, unum et eundem sciens Iesum 
Christum,” etc. 

We have now come to the age of definite quotation by name. 
Irenaeus’ use of the Epistles in this passage, the only one in 
which he makes definite quotations, is interesting. It reminds 
us of the differences of custom in quotation by the writers of the 
last quarter of the second century, and perhaps of the difference 
between what was customary in definitely theological treatises as 
opposed to letters, or apologetic writings. We should, for 
instance, be in a better position to determine Justin’s exact use 
of N.T. writings if his Syztagma against Heresies had been pre- 
served. The quotation is also interesting if considered in 
-connection with other evidence of this period and that which 
succeeded it, as suggesting that, in some places, at any rate, the 
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first two Epistles of S. Johm were known and used before the 
third gained as wide a circulation, 


Clem. Alex. Sir. th 35. 66 Saiverar B Kal “Todvvys ey rp 
eiZove émorody ris dagopds ray Emagreaw edidaoxwr & rovros" 
Edy tes By Tov adeApdw avrod Gyaaprearonra apapriay py mpos 
Odvarov, airjorn, Kal Sdcvea adr@ Sear, Tos Epapravover mpods 
Odvarov’ elrev* Best yap Guapria mpos Ciirarov” od wept exeivys 
Aé€ye, b iva Cpwrycy tis. Tmaea duct Gmageia éori, cal orw dpapria 
P) meds Odvaror (1 re v. x6 £). 

Lb. Str, ili, 4. 32. Kad> “Edw elmauwer, dyoty } Todvrys ey my 
emiorody, 6 ore Kowwviay exomuew MET atered, Tovréom pera Tod Geod, 
Kal éy TO Kore mepurarduen, Yeuddueta «al o} movodmer Tippy 
GA evav® diy 88 &y To dori mepumumdner Gs airds ev TO dori, 
coweviay exouer jer” avirod al Td aaa “Tyood rod viod v 
xadapifer yuds dad rijs Gmaprias @ Ja. i. GF) 

Jb. Str. iti, 5. 42. wal més & gxow Ty Oorda rariryy ert rg 
Kopi dyvider, pyoir, gavrdy nats Sceives & dyvds cory. 

£0. 44. °O Aeyor, Eyres Toy xeipuow, Kal mas evrohds abrod xu) 
Typov petorys éoriv, cal & rare } ddyBaa odk rw, “Tlodvvys 
Adyar. 

aa Str. tik 6. 45. mpdrew may TD TOD droorsdou “Twdvvov, 
Kai viv wor modhel yeycvarw, sper eyrdaapen 5 or eoyary 
Spa geriv, eF judy ep r\Gow, Oe atk Rowe & adv <i yap Foray 
Hear, memeanjxacar dy wel” Had 

Jb. Quis div, sale. 37. O Betws ye «al swe $ “ledvvys’ ‘O 
) ray, | ones, tov dWelpow Shari eort ri Jn. iii, 15), 
orépna Tod Kaiv, Opguua rod Dua Sedow. es 

Lb. Str. we 16. 10a Pecviee jp Sere. ASyw we adorn 
<dyotv> ‘Twdvvys Teleious eh ely Bde aA Pf ag oS x 
ev rovry yroadueda 6 ore &e THS GiyPaias eopmey (x Jn. di, 18h) 
88 dydn 6 Beds (x Jn. iv. 26) dycery «al % BeoreBevar D805 od« 
corw ev TH dydry, GAN } rereia aydiry So SOQLu rv $68or 
(x Jn. iv, 18) adry eorly } dyairy ted Geod, iva vas Wrodas adrod 
Typduev (1 Jn. vo 3). 

Lb. Str we 1. 13. “Aydarn BS Bair } TAR dyawder yrocrds 
(x Jn. iv. 16). 

Jb. Str. W. 18. 183. “Aydary redrww wal } eds eipyrar, éyabds 
ov (r Jn. iv. 16), 

Lb. Quis div. sale 38. “Ayan salir mipGos dpapreay® ) 
Tedcia dydry éxBdddea tov Gd Sew (x Ja. i. 18) od weprepeverar 
KT. 

Clement makes full use of the First Epistle, and recognizes 
at least &vo. The question whether he commented on all three 


Epistles, or on two only, in bis 4@wmbrationes, is discussed 
subsequently, 
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Muratorian Fragment. 


“Quid ergo mirum si Ioannes tam constanter singula etiam 
in epistulis suis proferat, dicens in semetipsum ‘quae uidimus 
oculis nostris et auribus audiuimus et manus nostrae palpauerunt, 
haec scripsimus uobis.’ Sic enim non solum uisorem se et! 
auditorem, sed et scriptorem omnium mirabilium domini 
per ordinem profitetur. 

“Epistola sane Judae et superscriptae? Iohannis duae in 
catholica habentur et Sapientia ab amicis Salomonis in honorem 
ipsius scripta.” 

The text is taken from Dr. Zahn’s Grundriss d. Geschichte d. 
VT. Kanons, p. 78. It is not necessary here to go over again 
the controversy raised by the different interpretations of these 
two passages in the uratorianum which have been maintained 
by competent scholars. There can be no doubt that the (Greek) 
author of the document regarded the Epistles as the work of 
John the Apostle. But there is nothing to suggest that the 
Church for which he speaks (? Rome) accepted as Scripture 
more than ¢wo Johannine Epistles. Students can only feel 
astonishment at such statements as that of Dr. Gregory (Canon 
and Text of the New Testament, p. 132), “The way in which 
these two small Epistles of John are named seems odd,” which 
assumes a reference to the two shorter letters in the second 
paragraph quoted, without further discussion. This will be more 
fully discussed later on in connection with the other evidence 
for the circulation of only two Johannine Epistles. 

Origen, Jz Joann. v. 3 (ex Euseb. H, £. vi. 25), Ti det rept rod 
évarrecovtos él 70 ariOos A€yev Tod "Incod, Iwdvvov, os edayyéAvov 
éy xatahédourev, Sporoyav divacbo rocadra moujoew, & ovde 6 
KOapos xwphaas edvvaro; eypawe Oe kal rHv “Amoxdhupuy, KeAevobels 
cwrqoa Kal py ypaipar Tas Tév exta Bpovtdv puvds, [katadéoure] 
Kal émiotoAny avy oALywv orixwv, éotw dé Kal devtépay Kal tpirny, 
érel ov ravtes hacl yvyciovs elvar tavras’ wAyV ovdk eiol otixw 
dpporepar Exarov. 

Origen makes very full use of the First Epistle. There are 
no quotations or “echoes” of the smaller Epistles. At least none 
are recorded in Lommatzsch’s indices, or in the volumes at 
present published in the Berlin Corpus. We do not know the 
original Greek of the passage in the VIIth Homily on Joshua (§ 1) 
which Rufinus translated, “Addit nihilominus adhuc et Ioannes 
tuba canere per epistolas” (Lomm. xi. 63). 


Tertullian’s use of the First Epistle is full, He frequently 


1Sed et MS (acc. to Zahn the et is a later addition). 
2Su verscrictio Iohannes duas (? émvyeypappévas), 
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quotes it byname. It is unnecessary to quote the passages here 
in full. Their evidence has been used in the Appendix on the 
Latin text of the Epistle. His use of the Second Epistle is 
doubtful, and there is no trace of the Third in his writings. 


The evidence which has been quoted above shows that the 
date of the Johannine Epistles cannot reasonably be placed 
later than the first decade of the second century. The first 
Epistle was known and valued by the generation of Papias and 
Polycarp, and it was not only towards the close of their lives 
that they became acquainted with it. So far as their origin is 
concerned, it is difficult to separate the two shorter Epistles from 
the First. They bear on their face marks of genuineness which 
can hardly be seriously questioned. They deal practically with 
questions, about the limits within which hospitality should be 
shown to travelling teachers, which are known to have been 
matters of controversy in the first half of the second century, 
and which probably often called for solution some considerable 
time before that. It is almost inconceivable that any one should 
have written them “to do honour” to some “great light” of 
earlier times, or to the Apostle himself, as the Asiatic Presbyter, 
of whom Tertullian tells us, tried to do honour to S. Paul by 
writing the Acta Pauli, or as the “friends” of Solomon, perhaps 
Philo himself, in the view of the author of the Muratorian 
Fragment, thought to honour the Jewish king. No one would 
have created for the glorification of an Apostle, or even a 
Presbyter, the very dubious situation of disputed authority which 
the Third Epistle reveals. Even if his object had been rather 
to gain Apostolic or early authority for particular methods of 
treating strangers, he could hardly have done his work so badly 
as such a theory would imply. The reasons for preferring at a 
later date the view which attributes the authorship to an Elder 
as opposed to the “Apostolic” author of the First Epistle, are 
obvious. It is almost impossible to find any serious reason to 
explain their survival except the authority and reputation of 
their real author, whoever he may have been. They go with the 
First Epistle; and in view of their contents, their preservation, 
and the traditions attached to them, we are fully justified in 
attributing their authorship to the Elder, who doubtless “lived 
on till the time of Trajan,” and whose authority and reputation 
in the province of Asia stood so high throughout the second 
century. 

The history of the reception of the three Epistles into the 
Canon of the New Testament is more difficult to trace. There 
is no doubt that the First Epistle was generally accepted before 
the close of the second century. The only certain exception is 
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the Canon of Edessa, where we know from the Doctrine of 
Addai that as late as the fourth century (? fifth) the statement 
that no books should be accepted as Scripture, to be read in 
church, except the Gospel (ze. the Diatessaron), the Acts, and 
the Epistles of Paul, was retained without comment in the 
legendary account of the origins of Christianity in that quarter. 
The same Canon is found in the Syrian Canon (? ¢ 400 A.D.), 
found in Cod. Syr. 20 (saec. ix.) of the convent of S. Catharine 
on Mt. Sinai! (A. S. Lewis, London, 1894). The chief evidence 
for the acceptance of only one Epistle is as follows. (1) 
Eusebius’ knowledge of the use and acceptance of the Epistles in 
early times led him to place only the First Epistle among the 
oporoyovpeva, the two smaller Epistles being placed among 
the dvriveyopeva, yvdpia tots woAXois, with the added caution, 
“whether they be by the Evangelist, or by another of the same 
name.”? (2) The statement by Origen, quoted above, that the 
authorship of the two smaller Epistles is disputed, and the fact 
that he does not seem to have quoted them, which in his case is 
perhaps significant. (3) The Canon of the Peshitta, in which 
only three Catholic Epistles find a place, a Canon which is 
frequently found in the East. But the acceptance of the “seven- 
letter” Canon must be dealt with later on. (4) The protest of 
the scribe of the Cheltenham list (Mommsen’s Canon? 360 4.D.), 
or of his predecessor, who has added after the mention of the 
three Johannine Epistles the words “una sola,” as after that of 
the two Petrine Epistles.2 On the other hand, we have earlier 
evidence of the use of 2 John as authoritative in Africa. (5) In 
the attribution of the two smaller Epistles to the “Elder,” in 
the Roman list of 382 (cf. /ZS, 1900, i. 554-560), where the 
influence of Jerome is clearly to be seen, “Iohannis apostoli 
epistula una alterius Iohannis presbyteri epistulae duae.” 

The evidence for the acceptance of the first two Epistles 
without the third is less clear, and not very easy to interpret. 
But it is sufficiently definite and widespread to deserve serious 
consideration. (1) We have seen how Irenaeus confuses the two 
Epistles. There is no trace of the use of the Third Epistle in 
his writings. (2) We have evidence of the use of the first two 
Epistles in Africa in Cyprian’s time. He himself frequently 
quotes the First Epistle, and the quotation of 2 Jn. 10, 11 by 
Aurelius a Chullabi (Sententiae Episcoporum, 81, p. 459, ed. 
Hartel) vindicates for it a place in the African, at least in the 
Carthaginian, Bible of that period. Again we find no trace of 
the Third Epistle. (3) The usage of Gaul and Africa is sup- 

1 All three Epistles are, of course, absent from the Canon of Marcion, 


2Euseb. H. Z£. iii. 25. 
8 Epistulae Iohannis III tr CCCL una sola (Zahn, Grundriss, p. 81). 
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ported by that of Rome. There can be little doubt as to what 
is the natural interpretation of the language used by the author 
of the Muratorian Fragment. When he is dealing with the 
Gospels, and feels himself obliged to defend the Fourth Gospel 
against attacks which clearly had been made on it, probably by 
Caius, he quotes the Epistle in support of his view that the 
Fourth Gospel was the work of an eye-witness of the ministry, 
to prove that the author plainly declares himself not only a 
witness, but also a hearer and recorder of all the wonders of the 
Lord in order. When he comes to that in the Epistles, he makes 
the plain statement that in his Church two Epistles of John are 
received. There is nothing to suggest that he excludes the First, 
which he has already quoted elsewhere, or that he is dealing now 
only with doubtful books. Dr. Zahn’s argument! on this point 
would seem to prove too much, for it involves the consequence 
that the only books which the Roman Church at that time 
treated as undoubted Scripture were those contained in the 
restricted Canon of Edessa, Gospel(s), Acts, Pauline Epistles. 
(4) The fact that the Latin epitome by Cassiodorus, and Clement’s 
Adumbrationes on the Catholic Epistles, contain notes on the 
first two Epistles of S. John only, is significant. The evidence of 
Eusebius, who states that Clement commented on all the (seven) 
Catholic Epistles, as well as on Barnabas and the Petrine Apoc- 
alypse, which is supported by Photius, must be set against this. 
But the suspicion is at least well grounded that the general 
statement of Eusebius may be loose. On the other hand, no 
stress can be laid on Clement’s use (see above, p. lvi) of the 
phrase €v rH peiLove érictoAH. It is equally compatible with his 
recognition of three Epistles or of two. And later writers who 
undoubtedly accepted all seven Catholic Epistles frequently quote 
the First Epistles of Peter and John as “the Epistle” of those 
writers. 

It is difficult to estimate the exact bearing of this evidence ; 
but in view of its distribution, and the definite character of some 
of it, we can hardly neglect it. It is quite natural that, even 
where it was fully accepted, the Third Epistle should have left 
hardly any trace of its existence. There is scarcely a phrase in it, 
not found in the other Epistles, which we should expect to find 
quoted. But such as it is, the evidence points to a period when 
only two Johannine Epistles were generally accepted in the West, 
and perhaps at Alexandria, a Church which is frequently found in 
agreement with the West rather than the East, in matters 
connected with the Canon as well as in matters of greater 
importance. The Second Epistle would seem to have come into 
circulation more rapidly than the Third. The evidence does 

1 Geschichte des NT. Kanons, pp. 213-220. 
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not, at any rate, justify the usual treatment of the two shorter 
letters as a pair of inseparable twins. With the possible excep- 
tion of one phrase (am airs ris dAyOeias) in Papias’ quotation, 
or summary, of the words of the Presbyter, we find no certain 
trace of language of the Third Epistle till the time of Augustine 
and Jerome. It was known to Origen, whose influence on 
Eusebius is perhaps most clearly seen in his treatment of the 
books which form the first section of his “ Antilegomena.” It is 
possible that his predecessor Clement treated it as Scripture. 
But it seems to have been very little used. It is quoted by 
Augustine and Jerome, and formed part of the Bible out of 
which Augustine selected his “Speculum,” which must, of course, 
be clearly distinguished from the Liber de Divinis Scripturis, 
generally known as ‘m,’ in which there is no quotation from the 
Third Epistle. The text found in the Speculum is, of course, 
Vulgate, whether that text goes back to S. Augustine himself, as 
Professor Burkitt supposes (/ZS xi. 263 ff., 1910), or is due to 
subsequent alteration. Sabatier’s attempt to reproduce fragments 
of an old Latin translation of the Third Epistle from the 
quotations in Augustine and Jerome, shows that it probably 
existed in an old Latin pre-Vulgate text,—a fact which is placed 
beyond doubt by the fragment contained in the Latin of Codex 
Bezae. 

The history of the smaller Epistles is closely connected with 
that of the substitution of the seven-letter Canon of Catholic 
Epistles for the three-letter Canon of the East, and of which a 
short sketch must now be given. 

In the East the Epistle of James, which Origen certainly 
treated as Scripture in some sense, though not without recording 
the doubts which were felt about it, was soon added to the 
generally recognized Epistles, 1 Peter and 1 John. These three 
letters form the Canon of Catholic Epistles in the Peshitta. 
And this three-letter Canon is found in all the provinces which 
were under the influence of Antioch. Chrysostom, who was 
moved from Antioch to Constantinople in 398, knows and uses 
no other Catholic Epistles. The same Canon is found in the 
Cappadocian Fathers, Basil, Gregory of Nazianzum, and Gregory 
of Nyssa in the last quarter of the fourth century. According 
to Lietzmann,! the same can be proved to have been the usage 
of Methodius of Olympus about 300 a.p. During the fourth 
century the process of replacing this shorter Canon by the fuller 
seyen-letter Canon was begun and in most places carried through. 
It is fully recognized by Eusebius in several places, and his 
formal list, in which the five Epistles, James, Jude, 2, 3 John, 


1 ¢¢ Wie wurden die Biicher des Neuen Testaments heilige Schrift?” 
(Lebens Fragen, ed. Weinel), Tiibingen, 1907. 
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2 Peter are separated off from the rest of the Antilegomena, 
suggests that it is the Canon which he himself preferred. In this 
he was no doubt influenced by the statements of Origen about 
these letters. In 367, Athanasius put it forward in his thirty-ninth 
Festal Letter as the official list of Egypt. It is, however, found 
still earlier in Cyril of Jerusalem (340). The fact that the letters 
always are found in the same order, wherever this Canon is used 
in the East, suggests that here its adoption was a matter of 
definite policy, due probably to the necessity for uniformity 
felt by the Nicenes in their struggle with the influence of the 
Court. The varying orders found in the West point to a more 
natural and gradual process of adoption. It may be noticed 
that Gregory of Nazianzum names all seven Epistles in his 
list of the Canon, but his own practice seems to have been to 
quote only those found in the shorter Canon. Both the three- 
and the seven-letter Canons are mentioned in the list of Amphi- 
lochius of Iconium in Lycaonia. In the Island of Cyprus, 
Epiphanius is a supporter of the seven-letter Canon. On the 
other hand, Theodoret of Cyrus (430-450) apparently uses in 
his writings only the three letters. In the Syriac Bible the 
seven Epistles appear first in the recension of Philoxenus of 
Mabug (500). 

Enough has been said of the history of the reception of the 
Johannine letters in the West. The acceptance of the Athanasian 
Canon, which contained the three letters of S. John, and its 
final supremacy in the West, were due to the influence of 
Augustine and Jerome. As we see from the Canon Mommseni- 
anus, it did not pass without protest. 

Thus the literary history of the letters shows that the assign- 
ment of an early date to the two shorter letters, especially to the 
Third, depends on the internal evidence of their character and 
content rather than on external attestation. Their final accept- 
ance was undoubtedly due to the belief of the men of the fourth 
century, and in part of the third, in their Apostolic origin. 
During the earlier period of their obscurity they would hardly 
have been preserved but for the respect felt for their author. 
Internal evidence is practically decisive against the hypothesis of 
forgery. The question of their authorship is part of the wider 
problem, which still awaits a satisfactory solution, of the author- 
ship and date of the ‘‘ Ephesian Canonical Writings” and of the 
personality of the Ephesian “ Elder.” 


§ 7. THe Text. 


The following list gives most of the older and more important 
manuscripts and authorities for the text of the Epistles: 
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B. 61. Codex Vaticanus. Rome. Vat. Gr. 1209 


(iv.). 
s. $2. Codex Sinaiticus. Petersburg (iv.). 
- C. 83. Codex Ephraimi. Paris. Bibl. Nat. 9 


(v.); 1 Jn. i. 1 tovs—(2) ewpal Koper], 
iv. 2 eorw—(3 Jn. 2) pvyy. 
A. 64. Codex Alexandrinus. London. Brit. 
Mus. Royal Libr. I. D. v.—viii. (v.). 
Ww. 66. Athos. Lawra 172 (@52) (viii.—ix.). 
13 (=33 *"-). 848. Paris. Bibl. Nat. Gr. 14 (ix.-x.). 
48 (= 105 8+), 6257. Oxford. Bodl. Misc. Gr. 136 (a.D. 1391). 
a3. Petersburg. Bibl. Roy. 225 (ix.). Palimp- 
sest. 1 Jn. lil, 20~-v. 1 Tov. 
389. «74. Patmos. Iwavvov 16 (x.). 
25. a103. London. Brit. Mus. Harley 5537 (a.p. 
1087). 1 Jn. v. 14-2 Jn. 5 missing. 
61. a162. London. Brit. Mus. Add. 20003, and 
Kairo BiBA. rarpiopx 351 (A.D. 1044). 
Apl. 261. a7. Sinai 273 (ix.). 
S. a2. Athos. Lawra 88 (a88) (viii.—ix.). 
L. a5. Rome. Angel. 39 (ol. A. 2. 15) (ix.). 
384. «54. Chalki. Epzop. 3xoAn 26 (x.). 
g. a189. Cambridge Univ. Libr. Kk. vi. 4 (xi.- 
xi.). See Westcott, p. 91, who gives 
a list of the interesting readings con- 
tained in this MS. It is not included 
in von Soden’s list of the manuscripts 
of which he used collations for the 
text of the Catholic Epistles. 


Old Latin Version. 


h. Fleury Palimpsest, ed. S. Berger, Paris, 1889, and Buchanan, 
Old Latin Biblical Texts, Oxford (v.). 1 Jn. 1. 8-ili. 20. 

q. Ziegler, Ztala Fragmente. Marburg, 1876. 1 Jn. ili. 8-v. 21. 

m. Liber de divinis Scripturis sive Speculum, ed. Weihrich. Vienna 
Corpus xii., 1887. The following verses are quoted: 1 Jn. 
i. 2, 3, 8, 9, il. 9, 10, 21, 23, ili. 7-10, 16-18, iv. I, 9, 15, 
UOsVs 110-0 10.020; 205 .20|N 7) TO. 1 1. 

Augustine’s Zractatus, 1 Jn. i. I-v. 12. 


Egyptian Versions. 


Sahidic. Balestri, Sacrorum Bibliorum Frag. Copto-Sahid. Mus. 
Borgiant. Vol. iil. (continuation of Ciasca). 1904. 


I Jn. i. 2-v. 15; 2 Jn. 5-13; 3 Jn. 
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Woide, Appendix ad editionem N.T. Graect. Oxford, 
1799. 1 Jn. 4. tv. 213 2 Jn. 3 3 Jn: 
Delaporte, Revue Bibl. internat. Nouvelle Serie ii., 
1905. 1 Jn. i. I-iii. 7, ili, gQ—-21, ili. 24—-I1v. 20. Gives 
by far the most interesting form of the Sahidic text. 
Bohairic. Horner, Zhe Coptic Version of the N.T. in the 
Northern Dialect. Vol. 4. Oxford, 1905. 


Armenian Version. 
Armenian Bible, ed. Zohrab. Venice. 


These Epistles do not offer many problems of special difficulty 
or interest so far as the determination of the true text is con- 
cerned. A comparison of the texts published by Westcott and 
Hort with Nestle’s text, shows how few instances there are in 
which serious doubt exists. The chief interest of the textual 
problems which they present lies in the history of the glosses 
which have been inserted into their text, and a few paraphrases 
which have been substituted for the true texts. The most famous 
of these glosses, the addition of the ‘‘ Heavenly Witnesses,” does 
not stand by itself. The tendency to gloss is most marked in 
Latin authorities, but it can be traced in the Egyptian and other 
versions, and cursive Greek manuscripts offer a few instances of 
its presence in Greek. An attempt has been made to collect the 
evidence for the Old Latin text of the Epistle in an Appendix. 
The critical notes which have been added to each verse are based 
on Tischendorf’s eighth edition, supplemented where possible 
from later sources of information. For the Egyptian Versions 
(Bohairic and Sahidic), fresh collations have been made, and 
also for the Armenian. Tischendorf’s information has been re- 
produced, as it stands in his edition, where it appears to be 
correct. Corrections and additions are given under the symbols 
boh, sah, arm. The heavier type should make it possible to see 
at a glance the extent to which Tischendorf’s information has 
been supplemented or modified. 

The attempt has also been made to extract from von Soden’s 
Die Schriften des Neuen Testaments, % ii. C, the variants in 
the text of these Epistles which are to be found in Greek MSS, 
quoted by him, but which are not contained in Tischendorf’s 
critical apparatus. The number of instances in which it has 
been necessary to add a note of interrogation may form some 
indication of the difficulty of using von Soden’s book for this 
purpose. It is much to be hoped that the stores of interesting 
information as to the readings of Greek MSS, especially min- 
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uscules, which are contained in his great work, may be published 
in some form which would render them available for general 
use. In the citation of these readings von Soden’s system of 
notation has been reproduced, so that the new material is easily 
distinguishable. At the end of each group of MSS quoted, the 
number which the fst MS in the group bears in Gregory’s list 
has been added in brackets. In the case of 6 MSS (ze. those 
which contain the Gospels as well as the Acts and Catholic 
Epistles, etc.), Gregory’s Gospel number has been given. It may 
be noticed that several of the readings of 86 (W) are of con- 
siderable interest. As the Latin text has been dealt with in an 
appendix, no attempt has been made to revise Tischendorf’s 
presentation of its evidence. 
It may be worth while to give some account of von Soden’s 
assignment of variants to his different groups. 
For the /-H-—K text he claims the following readings: 
1 Jn.i. 4. nes (yuy, C Kas). 
ii. 19. €€ npwv noav (noav €€ nuwv). 
iii. 2. om. de (after odapev) (habet K Las). 
iii, 14. Om. Tov adeAgoy (after o pwn ayarwv) (habet 
CKa 5) 
iv. 12. TereActwpevyn cot ev nut (TET. EV NYY EoTLY). 
Vv. 10. eavtw (avtw). 
v. 20. kar ovdapev, Aa (odapev de: om. Kat). 
2Jn. 5. Kawnv ypapwv co (ypadwv cou KaLvnv). 
The following cases he regards as uncertain: 
1 Jn. ii. 10. ev avtw ovk eotw (ovK eotw ev avtw, W™), 
iii. 23. evroAnv|+ yyw (om. K Las). 
2 Jn. 12. vpwr (nuov, W™). 
meTAnpwpevy 1. 
3 Jn. 9. eypayal+7 (om. 1, K Las: av, 13a). 





Hf. Uncertain : 
1 Jn. iii, 5. om. npr after apaprias (habet ypwv, ¥ Cas), 


iii. 7. (?) mada, W™ (rexvia). 
iii. 19. TqV Kapo.ay (ras Kapécas). 
2 Jn. 9. mpoaywv (rapaBaivuv). 


‘* Sonderlesarten ” : 
1 Jn. ii. 18. om. o before avrixpioros (habet 0, A K Las). 





I. Variants due to reminiscences of other passages : 
rJn.i. 4. vpovy, W™%! (qyov). Cf. Jn. xv. 11. 
1 Z.¢, the margin of Westcott and Hort’s edition. 
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1Jn.i. 5. ~avty cor. Cf. Jn. i. 19. 
erayyeda (ayyeda), Cf. ii. 25. 
ii, 27. peverw (wever), Cf. ver. 24. 
ii. 28. exwpev (cxwpev). Cf. iii. 21, iv. 17. 
iii. 11. emayyeAwa (ayyeAva). Cf. il. 25. 
ili, 15. avtw, (eavrw, W™). Cf. ver. 9. 
Vv. 20. adnOwov)+Oeov. Cf. Jn. xvii. 3. 
9 Coy y Chi 225i 25; Jn. xiv. 6. 
Doubtful cases of a similar kind: 
LT Jn. i. 5. amrayyeAAopev (avayy-). Cf. ver. 2. 
i. 8. ~ev vw ovk eotiv. Cf. ver. 5. 
i. 9. apaprias|+ yyw. Cf. ver. 9, ili. 5. 
ii, 12. vawv (va). Cf. Mt. vi. 15. 
ii. 24. ~rarp.. . . vw. Cf. ver. 22. 
iii, 10. Suxacoovvyv] pr. tyv. Cf. ver. 7; Mt. v. 6, 
Vio 34: 
iil. 18. om. ev. Cf. context. 
ill. 23. To vw . . . X@ (Tw ovopatt TOV viov . . . Xv) 
Cf. Jn. iii. 36, ix. 35. LF 
iv. 19. mpwrov (rpwros). 
iv. 16. om. pever (2°). Cf. iii. 24 ([pever], W). 
iv. 19. ayamrwuev)+rov Ov. Cf. ver. 20. 
v. 6. ~oate... vdari. Cf. Jn. xix. 34. 
v. 10. viw (few). Cf. ver. 10% : 
ee he ey & ovoparos| + avrov. Ci. 1 Jn. n, r2; Ro. 5. 
‘mapa (ao). Cf. 2 Jn. 4. 
Doubtful cases of other kinds: 
1 Jn.i. 9. xaOapice (-o7). 
ii, 6. Om. ovtws. 
~OUTWS KAL AUTOS. 
iv. 3. Om: €x 
Vv. 16. wa)+rs, Cf. Jn. ii. 25. 
V. 21. eavrous (eavra), 
2 Jn. 3. vpor (qpor). 


a7ro (rapa). 





* Sonderlesarten ” : 
IJn.i 3. om. de 
il, 8. yyw (vpuv). 
il. 26. tAavovtwv. 
il, 29. ude (evdyre). 


VEVEvyTat. 


iil. 17. Oewper (-p7). 
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1 Jn. iil, ro. 
iv. 20. 

. 2Jn. 6. 
PE 

ra 

3 Jn. 4. 

8. 

9. 

Io. 

Pz: 


THE TEXT Ixvii 


TELTWLEV, 
poet (-o07). 
om. wa, 2°, 
om. avTw. 
nBovdnOnv. 


TavTys (rourwr), 


yevopea. (yw-). 
€ypawa) + ay, 
Om. €k,. 


0, 2°)+8e, . 


XK. Uncertain: 


Spa ties 
iE: 

V. 20. 

for bo: bir. 
ili. 18. 

tO: 
UO: 
20. 
4. 
To. 
LE 
20. 
eH 


30S 


Io 


Ss 44 492928: 


auTw (eavTw, W"®), 
Gewper (-py). 
ywooKoper. 
OM. kat eopev, 
om. ev. 
TELTWLEV. 

Om. pevet (2°): 
pure, 

Hpov. 

eauTw. 

~o Oeos nu. 
ywvwo Koper. 








€QUTOUS. 
yevopeba, 
om. ex. 


**Sonderlesarten” Kr: 


1-Jn.. i. 24. 
ill. 24, 
2in. ie. 

9 
8. 
15. 
Ts 
Io. 
18. 
16. 


en oh at; 
(1 Jn. iii. 
ili. 

rin Gomme ie 
ili. 

iv. 


~Tarpt . . . vi, 
om. Kat (3°). 

exouer. 

o (2°)] +e. 

amoheonte . . . epyacacbe .. , aro\aBnre 
auto, 


Gewpe. Cf. 1.) 
Stxacoovvyv] for Tyv. 


om. ev. 
om. pever (2°), 


&. “Sonderlesarten” : 


1 Jn.i. 3. om. Kau (2°), 
i. 7. Id] +Xo. 
il, 4. OM. ort 
li. 7. adeAdor (ayaryrot). 


nkovoare) + am apyns. 


Ixviii 


t Jn. ii. 
ii. 
ii. 


il. 
ili. 
iil. 


lil. 
ili. 
iil. 
ill. 
ili. 


iv. 


3 Jn. 


=~ 
w 
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13. ypapw (eypaya). 
24. vpLets) + ov. 
27+ EV VALV [LEVEL 
avto (avrov). 
poeverre (pevere), 
ii, 28. orav (eav). 
29. om. kar (W™®), 
I. vpas (npas). 
13. Om. Kau 
aded for) + pov. 
16. TiWevar (Oewvar). 
18. texvia.] + pov. 
19. ywwoKopev (yvwcopeba), 
21. Kapota] + nov. 
22. map (az). 
3. OM. Tov. 
Inoovv| + Xv. 
+ Xv ev capxt eAyAvOoTa, 
IQ. aryarrw.ev) + autor. 
20. ws (ov). 
2. Typwper (rovwpev). 
4. vor. 
5. om. de. 
6. OM. Kat rvevparos. 
9. nv (ort). 
13. ~auwviov €xeETE. 
EXETE) + KL Wa TLOTEVYTE. 
~Tols TirTevovow—Geov ante iva, 
15. map (az). 
BE Iyoou]| pr. Kv. 
6. ~eorw 9 evToAn. 
7. eonrOov (end Gov). 
9. ddaxn (2°)|+ Tov Xv. 
12. eAGew (yever Oar). 
4. om. Ty. 
7. Ovev (cOvixwv). 
8. aoAapBavew (ur). 
12. oware (ovdas). 


: ypaew (ypaiyat). 


om. vol. 
yeaa. (ypadety). 
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*Sonderlesarten ” of unknown origin : 
I Jn. it, 23. exer exer (Ze. Om. 0 2°—exer 2°). 
iil, I. OM. Kat eopev. 

2 Jn. 6. om. wa (1°), 

IJn.iv. 2. ywwoxerat. 
2 Jn. 11. o yap Aeywr. 
2 Jn. 8. arodcowme... expyacapeba .. . arodaBwpev. 
3 Jn. 5. es tous (rovro). 


Where it seemed necessary for the sake of clearness, the other 
variant or variants have been added in brackets. The readings 
adopted by Westcott and Hort and by Nestle have been 
underlined. If the agreement of these two authorities may be 
taken as affording a rough standard of what is probably the true 
text, it will be seen at once that the variants which von Soden 
claims for the I-H-K text, if we neglect differences in the order 
of words, are with one exception (kat ovdapev for odaper de) 
those which have been accepted as part of the true text by the 
best critics. The same is, however, true of most of the small 
class of readings which he attributes, mostly with some expression 
of doubt, to the “H” text. Indeed, by the test of intrinsic 
probability, these readings stand as high as those claimed for 
the I-H-K text. It is difficult to believe, for instance, that 
mpodywy (2 Jn. g) is not the true text, softened down by later 
influences to zapaBaivwv. It is also difficult to suppose that the 
occurrence of the word in Mk. x. 32 (Jesus “going before” His 
disciples on the way to Jerusalem) had any influence on the 
Johannine text here. But von Soden’s treatment of the “H” 
text may perhaps throw valuable light on the readings where the 
other authorities for the ‘‘H” text part company with 41-2 (BX), 
a subject which needs further investigation. It is also interesting 
to notice how seldom the readings assigned to “I” or “K” 
have been accepted as original. The inclusion of the omission 
of cat wvevparos (1 Jn. v. 6) among the “ Sonderlesarten” of K is 
interesting. Does this imply that the true text of the passage 
ran o eAOwy & vdatos Kat ayatos Kat mvevparos, and that the words 
Kat 7vevpatos were removed in the “ K” recension because of the 
absence of corresponding words in the second half of the verse ? 
On the whole, it would seem that we must wait for the publi- 
cation of von Soden’s Greek text before we can make much use 
of the information contained in his section on the text of the 
Catholic Epistles, except in so far as it supplies us with informa- 
tion about new readings not known before, or at least not 
recorded in the apparatus criticus of the ordinary editions. 

It may, however, be worth while to append a list of the MSS 
which he assigns to his three Recensions, and which have been 
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fully examined for’the purposes of his great work. The symbols 
used by Tischendorf and Gregory are given below the von Soden 
numbers. 
1. H Recension. 

d1 52 63 84 86 848 —259+ 4 94) 113s 62 

BS ClA\W (92 \(tgR Ki) ger (PingSo p25 
2. I Recension. 


I". 70 -101 7 -264 200-382 8505 252 
505: 40. x Api 261, 233.°.83 23% 6g.( 2A) agr 

—0459 $203 $300 —552 
489 (195AK) 808(265AK) 218(65AK) 217 
8454 170 I75 192 502 397 —205 —106 
704 (262AK)- 363. 319. 318 116 96 51 ~ 270 
-164 -261 184 158 96157 8507 
— 142 — 395 547 (202AK) 241 (104AK) 
BO) Of 65 II0O —55 6254 (? 4254) —I10 
316) 326.5) Snes. 236 26 332 
-0457 -8500 8156 256 361 
209 (95AK) 205 (93AK) 226 (108AK) 24 248 
113 110 
235 332. 

Ir. (a) 62 365 396 472 398 8206 253 
498 214 — 312 69 242 (105AK) 2. 


(8) 78 -157 469 8370 
— 29 215 1149 (288AK). 


TS. (6) c20S)\ iQ 7Oon TSO camer 


307 353 — 216. 
(B) 364 -486 114 -174 506 
137. == B35 :.252°-60. 
3. K Recension. 
2 5 54 186 98255 394 500 
S L 384 223 58(35AK) — 45. 
K*. 186 8255 


223 57 (35AK). 
K*. (used for 1 Jn. v. only). 
358 462 8463 
38 169 656 (213AK). 
‘In accordance with von Soden’s usage, when a number is given without 
a preceding letter it belongs to the a group (Acts and Catholic Epistles, etc. ) 
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§ 8. CoMMENTARIES, ETC. 


The following list of Commentaries, Articles, and Books has 
been compiled more especially with reference to what has been 
used in the preparation of this edition. The fullest bibliographies 
are to be found in Holtzmann (Hand-Kommentar) and Luthardt 
(Strack-Zockler). 

Ancient Greek— 

Clement of Alexandria, only extant in Cassiodorus’ Latin 
Summary of the Adumbrationes on Jn. i. ii. (Clement, 
al., ed. Stahlin, iii. p. 209, 1909). 

Oecumenius. 

Theophylact. 

Catena, ed. Cramer. 

Latin— 

Augustine, Zvractatus x. in Epistolam Ioannis ad Parthos 
(Migne, ili. r P.L. 34). 

Bede. 

Modern— 

Wettstein. 

Bengel. 

Liicke, 1820-1856. 

Translation, Commentary on the Epp. of S. John. 
Thomas Clark, 1837. 

Huther (in Meyer, 1855-1880). 

Translation, Cvitical and Exegetical Handbook to the 
General Epp. of James and 1 John. T. & T. Clark, 1882. 

F. D. Maurice, Zhe Epistles of S. John. Macmillan & Co., 
1857. 

Ebrard, “‘ Die Briefe Johannis,” Konigsberg, 1859 in (O/s- 
hausen’s Biblischer Commentar). 

Ewald, Die Johanneischen Schriften. Gottingen, 1861. 

Haupt, z John. 1869. 

Translation, Zhe First Epistle of S. John. (Clark’s 
Foreign Theological Library, 1879.) 

Rothe, Der Erste Johannis Brief praktisch erklart. 1878. 
A most valuable Commentary. 

Westcott, Zhe Epistles of S. John. Macmillan, 1883-1892. 

Plummer (Cambridge Greek Testament for Schools and 

Colleges). 1884-1886. 
Pulpit Commentary. 1889. 

Lias (Cambridge Bible for Schools). 1887. 

B. Weiss (Meyer. 6th edition, 1899). In the prepara- 
tion of the notes of the present book the 5th edition 
(1888) was used. 

Luthardt (Strack-Zockler Kurzgef. Kommentar, iv.). 1895. 
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Poggel, 77, // John. 1896. 

W. Karl, Johanneische Studien, i., der 1° Johannesbrief. 
1898. 

Belser. 1906. 

Baumgarten (J. Weiss, Die Schriften des IVT. ii. 3, pp. 
315-352). 1907. 

Holtzmann (Hand-Commentar zum NT. iv.) 1908 
(“‘besorgt von W. Bauer ”). 

D. Smith (Zxfositor’s Greek Testament, v.). 1910. 

Windisch (Lie¢zmann’s Handbuch zum NT. iv. 2). 1911. 


Monographs and Articles : 


Hilgenfeld, Das Evangelium und die Briefe Johannis 
nach threm Lehrbegriff dargestellt. 1849. 

Holtzmann, Das Problem des 1 Johannesbr. in seinem 
Verhdltniss zum Evang. Jahrbuch fiir Protestant. 
Theologie. 1881, 1882. 

Haring (Theodor), “‘Gedankengang u. Grundgedanke des 
1 Joh.” (Theolog. Abhandlungen Carl von Weizsacker 
gewidmet). Freiburgin B. 1882. 

Harnack, Ueber den III Joh. Texte u. Untersuchungen, xv. 
3, 1897. 

Stevens, Zhe Johannine Theology. New York, 1894. 

Wilamowitz, Hermes, 1898, p. 531 ff. 

Weisinger, Studien u. Kritiken, 1899, p. 575 fff. 

J. R. Harris, Lxposttor, 1901, p. 194 ff. 

Wohlenberg, Weue Kirchliche Zeitschrift. 1902. 

Gibbins, Zxposttor, 1902, p. 228 ff. 

Wurm, Die Irrlehrer im 1" Johannes Brief. 1903. 

Chapman, Journal of Theological Studies, 1904, pp. 357 ff., 
517 ff. 

Bartlet, ZS, 1905, p. 204 ff. (in answer to Chapman). 

Clemen, Zettschrift fiir NT. Wissenschaft (Preuschen), 
1905, p. 278. 

Salmond, article in Hastings’ Bible Dictionary. 

P. W. Schmiedel, articles in Eacyclopedia Biblica, also 
Religionsgeschichtliche Volksbiicher: Das 4 Evangelium 
gegeniiber den 3 ersten. Evangelium, Briefe, u. 
Offenbarung des Joh. nach ihrer Entstehung u. Bedeu- 
tung. 1906. 

Expositor, June 1907. Correspondence between Drs. 
Westcott and Hort. The Divisions of the First 
Ep. of S. John. 

Law, Zests of Life (Lectures on 1 Jn.). T. & TT. Clark, 


1909. 
Findlay, Fellowship in the Life Eternal. Wodder, 1909. 
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General: 
Wellhausen, Zrwetterungen u. Anderungen im gten Evan- 
gelium. 
Spitta, Das 4 Evangelium. 1910. 
Pfleiderer, Das Urchristentum. Berlin, 1902. 
Translation. Primitive Christianity. Montgomery. 


London, 1906. 
Knopf, Wachapostolische Zeitalter, p. 328 ff., 1905. 
Zahn, Linleitung in das NT. First edition, 1897. 
Translation (from the 2nd edition), 1909: T. & T. Clark. 
Jilicher, Zinlettung. 
Translation. An Introduction to the New Testament. 
J. P. Ward. London, 1904. 


§ 9. THE SECOND AND THIRD EPISTLES. AUTHORSHIP. 

The Second and Third Epistles of S. John naturally form a 
pair. They are almost exactly of the same length. Their length 
is probably determined by the size of an ordinary papyrus sheet 
(Zahn, Zin/. ii. 581. Rendel Harris). 

It is hardly necessary to discuss the question of their common 
authorship. The similarity between them is too close to admit of 
any explanation except common authorship or conscious imita- 
tion. It would tax the ingenuity of the most skilful separator to 
determine which is the original and which the copy. They 
probably do not deal with the same situation, though many 
writers have found a reference to the Second Epistle in the Third 
(éypawa tu rH éxxAnoia). But the similarity of their style and the 
parallelism of their structure point clearly, not only to common 
authorship, but to nearness of date. 

The following phrases show the close similarity of their 
general structure : 
B’ Tt 

6 mpeoBvrepos. 

dv éyw dyad év adnbelg. 

éxdpnv yap Nay... paprupovyTwy 
gov TH adnOela Kabas od ev adn- 
ela mwepirarets, 


a dxovw Ta éua réxva ev TH adnOela 
TEplLTATOUYTO, 


6 mpeo Bvrepos. 

ods éyw dyamr& év adnybela. 

éxdpnv Mav dru elpnka éx Tay Téxvwr 
gov mepimarovvTas év adnbelg. 


moAnd exw tuiv ypddew. 
obk €BouvhiOny dia xdprou kal uédavos. 


GAG Edmrléw yevéoOac mpos dpas. 
Kal orbua mpds ordua Aadjoa, z 
domdiveral ce TA Téxva THs GOEAPTS Tov. 


TOANG elxov ypdwWat cot. 

aXN od OéA\w did pédavos kal Kardmou 
oo ypadperv. 

éAmlicw dé evOéws oe idety: 

Kal ordua mpos cToua AaAho omer. 

aomdgovral oe oi pinot. 
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It may be a question how much of this should be referred to 
epistolary convention, and how much should be regarded as the 
sondergut of the writer. But the close resemblance, coupled with 
complete independence in the parts where circumstances and sub- 
ject-matter naturally lead to diversity, can hardly be explained on 
any other theory except that the two letters are by the same hand. 

A more serious question is raised when the two letters are 
compared with the First Epistle. Here there is a certain amount 
of evidence, both external and internal, which is not conclusive of 
difference of authorship, but at least needs serious consideration. 


They have many phrases which recall, or are identical with, 


those of the First Epistle. 


pévan év rH 56axy, 2 Jn. 9. 

Thy adndeayv Thy pévovcay év huiv, 
2, faz: 

Tepimarovvras év dAnOelg, 2 Jn. 4; cf. 
3 Jn. 3. 

TepiTaT@uev KaTa Tas évToNds, 2 Jn. 6. 

6 Kakorroav ovx éwpaxev Tov Oedr, 


3 Jn. 11. 


6 dyaborowmy éx Tov Oeod éoriv. 

Hh paprupla nucy adnOns éorw, 3 Jn. 12 
(cf. Jn. xxi. 24). 

a\70eva thrice in each Epistle. 

h GdjOeva twice in 2 Jn., thrice (four 
times) in 3 Jn. 

otros Kal Tov waTépa Kat Tov vldv éxet, 
2 Jn. 9. 

Geov ovk exer, 2 Jn. 9. 


(évrodnv) jv etxouev dm’ apx fs, 2 Jn. 5. 


Ka0ws HKovoaTe am’ dpxfs, 2 Jn. 6. 

oi wh duodoyodvres *Incody Xpiordv 
épxdmevov év capkl. 

obrés dor . . . 0 dvrlypioros, 2 Jn. 


7 paprupla hucv adnOjs éort, 3 Jn. 12. 


odxX ws evrod\ny ypddwv cor Kaw, 
Zale 

édrrige yevéoOat mpos buds . . . 

iva ) Xapda qucdv remrAnpwuevy H, 2 Jn. 
12. 

atrn éoTly h dydrn, wa mwepirareuev 

. 2Jn. 6, 

ore émidéxerat . . . Kal KwAVEL, 3 Jn. 

10. 


We may notice the following : 


6 pévuy ev rh dydry, I Jn. iv. 16. 

0 Noyds TOD Oeod ev buiv pméver, I Jn. 
ikerA. 

év TP Pwri wepiTaTGpev, I Jn. i. 7. 


Kadws exeivos meperdryncey I Jn. il. 6. 

Tov Oedv by od>~X Ewpaxev, I Jn. iv. 20. 

Tas 0 apaprdvev ovx éwpaKxey atrov, 
1 Jn. iii. 6. 

é€x Tov Oeod éoré, I Jn. iv. 4. 

andes éorw kai ov €or Wevdos, I Jn. 

1-27. 
once in I Jn. 
eight times in I Jn. 


was 0 dpvotmevos Tov vidv ovdé Toy 
marépa xe. 

6 opmodroyer Tov vidy Kal Tov marépa exer, 
I Jou. 23° 

evTodyy tmadady jv etxere am’ apyjs, 
Le if e 

jv jKovoare dm’ dpxfs, I Jn. iii. 11. 

8 oporoyet “Incody Xpicrdv év capki 
édndvOéra, I Jn. iv. 2. 

ovrés éoTw o avTixpioTos, 6 dpvotmevos 
Tov marépa Kai Tov vidv, I Jn. ii. 22. 

el Thy papruplay Tav avOpwrav AauBa- 
vouwev, I Jn. v. 9. 

ovK évrod\yy Kawhy ypddw buy, I Jn. 


7s 


TavTa ypddomwer Hues va Hy Xapa Hud 
H wemAnpwuévy, I Jn. i. 4. 

arn éorly 4 évToAh avrod wa misrevw- 
fev, I Jn. iii. 23. 

Cf. ore . . . @xeus kal. 


: » . oT, Jn. 
iv. II. 


We may also notice the thoroughly Johannine method of 
emphasizing an idea by parallel clauses, one positive and the 


other negative. 


Cio 2) [noos 3) | nets 
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A careful comparison of these instances of words, phrases, and 
constructions which are common to the two smaller Epistles and 
the larger Epistle establishes beyond the possibility of doubt the 
intimate connection between the two. A knowledge of the First 

_ Epistle, or of its contents, seems almost necessarily presupposed 
in some passages of the smaller Epistles. Cf. especially 2 Jn. 9, 
3 Jn. 11. 2 Jn. 12 need not contain an actual reference to 1 Jn. 
i. 4, but it gains in point if it is written in view of what is said 
there about the “fulfilment of joy.” In the one case it is the 
written, in the other the spoken, word that is lacking to assure 
the fulness of joy which comes of fellowship. And it is in- 
teresting to notice the similarity of the results obtained by a 
comparison of 2 and 3 John with 1 John to those which appear 
when we compare the Gospel and the First Epistle. The con- 
nection is indisputable. We are compelled to choose between 
common authorship and conscious imitation. And the freedom 
with which the same and similar tools are handled points clearly 
to the former as the more probable alternative. 

The internal evidence of different authorship on which 
Pfleiderer depends is not conclusive. He notices (1) the 
anonymous and general character of the First Epistle, as com- 
pared with the address of the Second to a particular Church, 
and the Third to an individual, named Caius, and the use of the 
title “The Presbyter” by the author in both. (2) The common 
identification of this ‘‘Presbyter” with John the Presbyter is 
supported by no valid reasons. There must have been many 
other “ Presbyters,” and those addressed would know who was 
meant, though it was not the famous “ Presbyter” of Papias. 
We really know nothing of Papias’ Presbyter except that he 
“handed down” a Chiliastic saying attributed to the Lord. 
Such an one was not likely to have busied himself with Gnostic 
theology and anti-Gnostic polemic. In his case the term 
“Elder” is used in the natural sense of the term; in these 
Epistles it is a title of office, used by one who claims respect 
for his official position, who dictates to the faithful as to the 
company they are to keep, gives letters of commendation to 
wandering preachers, and is offended at their being neglected. 
(3) The anti-Gnostic polemic of 2 John is the same as that of 
Polycarp, ad Phil. vii. 1, pure docetism, as found in Ignatius, 
and not the milder and later separation between Jesus and 
Christ. 

Of these reasons some are pure assumptions, and others are 
fully accounted for by the (possible) differences of circumstance. 
There is nothing in the Epistles which necessitates an official use 
of the term “Elder,” though one who is aged may be in a 
position to speak and act with authority. The authority which 
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the author claims is far greater than ever attached to the office 
of * Presbyter.” 

The question of whether “pure Docetism” is earlier than 
‘dualistic separation” of the kind attributed to Cerinthus is an 
open one. But where is the justification for differentiating 
between the Second and the First Epistles in this respect? The 
language of the Second is hardly intelligible without reference to 
the First. It may certainly be interpreted in the same sense. 

The reasons brought forward by Jiilicher (Zzn/ectung, p. 218) 
are not more convincing. The expressions éxépyv Alay, BAérere 
éovrods (cf. 1 Jn. v. 21, puddéare éavrd), probov Ajpy drodap- 
Bavev, cwepyor ywvdpeba, dyaoroety, do not prove much. The 
use of the singular only of Antichrist is equally unconvincing, 
especially in view of 1 Jn. ii. 22. The difference between éAnAv- 
Gora and épydpevor is at least less striking than the resemblance of 
the rest of the passages. The apparent contradiction between 
3 Jn. 11, 6 Kaxoroidv ody éedpaxey Tov Gedy, and Jn. i. 18, 1 Jn. 
iv. 12, could easily be paralleled by similar “contradictions” in 
the Gospel (cf. also Jn. xiv. 9). 

Both writers also lay stress on the external evidence. That 
the two smaller Epistles found their way into the Canon apart 
from the First is partly true. There is, however, considerable 
evidence for the acceptance of ¢wo Johannine Epistles, z.e. 1, 2 Jn., 
before the three were generally recognized. And the private 
character of the smaller Epistles, as well as their relative un- 
importance, are quite enough to account for their more gradual 
acceptance, even if they were written by the author of the First. 
Pfleiderer’s statement, that the Second and Third Epistles are 
described in the Muratorian Fragment as written in John’s 
name to do honour to him, rests on a very doubtful interpretation 
of the passage in which two Johannine Epistles, almost certainly 
the First and Second, are mentioned, after which comes the 
sentence dealing with the Wisdom of Solomon. 

Schwartz! regards the two Epistles as, “in contrast to the First, 
genuine letters of a real Elder,” whose name, however, cannot have 
been John, or it would not have been necessary “‘to cut away his 
real name, in order to bring these interesting documents into the 
Canon.” This is an excellent reason for supposing that the name 
John never stood in these Epistles. It does not help us to 
determine the probability or improbability of the view that the 
letters were written by one John, who described himself as ‘the 
Elder” without adding his name. 

The impossibility of a Chiliast such as Papias’ “John the 
Elder” having any part in the composition of the Johannine 
literature is emphasized by many writers, especially by Pfleiderer 

1 Ueber den Tod der Sihne Zebedai, p. 47. 
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and Réville (‘ce presbytre Jean en qui le millénaire Papias 
saluait un de ses maitres,” Le Quatridéme Evangile, p. 50). All we 
know of him, if in this case we may trust Irenaeus more than 
many writers are usually willing to do, is that Papias recorded 
on his authority the famous Chiliastic saying about the fruitful- 
ness of the Messianic kingdom. In what sense he interpreted 
it we do not know. If the Presbyter to whom Papias owes his 
account of S. Mark is the same, as would seem most probable, 
he was certainly capable of sound judgment and careful apprecia- 
tion. And one phrase which occurs in the Third Epistle recalls, 
or is recalled by, the words of Papias’ preface (az atrijs 77's ady- 
@eias). It is somewhat hasty to assume that the “ Presbyter 
venerated by the Chiliastic and stupid Papias” (Réville, p. 316) 
was incapable of anything “spiritual.” He handed down a 
‘Chiliastic” saying, or one which was perhaps too grossly 
‘Chiliastic” in its literal meaning to have been taken literally, 
even by the Elder who handed it down. His views were 
probably Millenarian. It would be difficult to find any one 
“venerated” at the end of the first or beginning of the second 
century who did not in some sense share the ordinary Chiliastic 
expectation of most Christians. But as to how “gross,” or how 
“stupid,” his views were we really know nothing. Even Papias 
may have been better than Eusebius thought him. In any case 
we have but slender evidence to justify the transference of all his 
“ stupidities ” to the Elder John whose traditions he has preserved. 
The position of authority, not claimed so much as used and acted 
upon, by the author of these two Epistles, is such as perhaps 
could only belong to a representative of the older generation. 
Whether it would be natural for John the Apostle to describe 
himself as ‘the Elder” is at least open to question. There can be 
no doubt of the naturalness of the title if used by such an one as 
John the Elder, the disciple of the Lord. 

We have every reason to believe that an “Elder” held a 
predominant position in Asia Minor about the close of the first 
century. There are valid reasons for calling him John. His 
relation to John the son of Zebedee is a mystery which, at present 
at least, we have not enough evidence to enable us to solve. 
Harnack’s conjecture, based on the most natural interpretation 
of the fragment of Papias’ preface which Eusebius has preserved, 
that he was a pupil of John the Apostle, and in some sense a 
disciple of the Lord, is perhaps the hypothesis which leaves 
fewest difficulties unsolved. That he is the author of the two 
smaller Epistles is the view which seems to be best supported by 
external tradition and by internal probability. The arguments in 
favour of different authorship for Gospel, First Epistle, and the 
two shorter Epistles are not negligible, but they are not con- 
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clusive. The theory which attributes to him some share at least 
in the writing of Gospel and First Epistle is the most probable 
conjecture that we can at present make. To what extent he is 
answerable for the matter of either is a difficult problem, perhaps 
insoluble in the present state of our knowledge. Most of the 
difficulties which every historical inquirer must feel to stand in 
the way of attributing the Gospel (in its present form) and the 
Epistle (they are less in this case than in that of the Gospel) to 
the son of Zebedee are modified, though they are not removed, by 
the hypothesis that a disciple is responsible for the final redaction 
of his master’s teaching. The longer and the more carefully the 
Johannine literature is studied, the more clearly one point seems 
to stand out. The most obviously “genuine” of the writings are 
the two shorter Epistles, and they are the least original. To 
believe that an author, or authors, capable of producing the 
Gospel, or even the First Epistle, modelled their style and 
teaching on the two smaller Epistles, is a strain upon credulity 
which is a/most past bearing. Are we not moving along lines of 
greater probability if we venture to suppose that a leader who 
had spent his life in teaching the contents of the Gospel, at last 
wrote it down that those whom he had taught, and others, “‘ might 
believe, and believing might have life in His name”; that after 
some years he felt that the message of the Gospel had not pro- 
duced the effect on their lives and creed which he had expected, 
and that he therefore made the appeal of the First Epistle, 6 
nkovoate dr apxns pevérw, bidding them make use of what they 
already knew, and assuring them that in it they would find the 
help they needed to face the circumstances in which they now 
found themselves placed? The differences between the two 
writings may well be due to the needs of a simpler and more 
popular appeal. It is the circumstances of the hearers and their 
capacity to understand which determine his message, rather 
than any very clear change in his own position or opinions. At 
the same time or at a later period he may have had to deal with 
the special circumstances of a particular Church or particular 
individuals, and again the special circumstances of his hearers 
and their intellectual and spiritual capacity have determined the 
form and the substance of his appeal. The term “Catholic” is 
a misleading one. It has perhaps misled the critical even more 
than the conservative interpreters of these Epistles. It is 
impossible to understand these letters if they are regarded as 
having been originally composed as a message to the whole 
Church, or for all time. The writer knows those whom he 
addresses. He writes with full knowledge of their immediate 
circumstances and of their spiritual powers. If we are to 
interpret his words, we must consider, not so much what he could 
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have said himself, as the circumstances which tied him down to 
saying that which his readers could understand. It is possible 
that advancing years may have modified his views, and even 
weakened his powers. But the special circumstances which 
called for his intervention, and perhaps the vwOpdrns of his 
hearers, offer a far more probable explanation of the difference 
which we cannot but feel between the spiritual heights of the 
Gospel and the common-place advice of the shorter Epistles. 
He who proclaimed 6 Adyos odpé éyévero may still have believed 
it, though he finds himself compelled to write pi pipod 76 Kaxov 
GAAG 76 &yabov, and to make appeals to his personal authority in 
the case of those to whom his deeper thoughts were as a sealed 
book. 


§ 10. THE SEconpD EPISTLE, 


The chief object of this letter is to give the Church or the 
family to whom it is addressed, clear advice and instruction 
about the reception of Christians from other Churches. The 
duty of hospitality was recognized and enforced. We may 
compare He. xiii. 2. 

It was a necessary part of the duty of each Church, or of 
some leading members in it, during the whole of the period 
when the union of the various members of the Christian body 
was being secured by the work of ‘‘ Apostles, Prophets, Evan- 
gelists, Teachers,” who went about from place to place, while 
the resident officers were expected to submit to the authority 
of the higher vazk. In the opinion of the Elder, who clearly 
claims to exert his authority over all the Churches in the sphere 
in which he lives, there was danger of the abuse of hospitality. 
False teachers are taking advantage of the opportunity to dis- 
seminate their errors. So he lays down the two practical tests 
which may form guiding principles in offering hospitality to 
strangers. They are the same points which are insisted upon in 
the First Epistle. Those who carry out the Gospel in their lives, 
who “ walk in love,” and who recognize fully the reality and the 
permanence of the Incarnation, who “confess Jesus Christ 
coming in the flesh,” are to be received. The Progressives who 
do not abide in the “teaching of the Christ” must be refused. 
Even to give them greeting is to participate in their evil works. 
Incidentally the Elder takes the occasion thus offered to 
encourage those who are faithful, who are “walking in truth,” 
and to urge on them once more the duty of ‘walking in love” 
as well as of remaining true to the teaching which they had 
heard ‘‘from the beginning.” He reserves what he has to say 
at greater length, till he has the opportunity of seeing and 
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conversing with them, on the visit which he hopes soon to be 
able to pay them. 

The situation recalls that of the Didache, where the same 
difficulty of how the “ Prophets” are to be received is seriously 
felt and discussed at length. There the danger is rather of 
those who make a regular custom of demanding maintenance 
as Prophets who come in the name of the Lord, and so of living 
in idleness at the expense of others. In the Epistle the dis- 
semination of false teaching is the chief danger to be guarded 
against. It would be rash to describe the situation found in 
the Didache as a later development than that which is suggested 
in this letter. At the same time the similarity of the circum- 
stances does not necessitate the assignment of both writings 
to exactly the same date. Development was at different rates 
in different places. From what we know of the history of the 
Asiatic Churches, we might naturally expect stages to be reached 
there at an earlier date than in some other regions. The 
evidence, therefore, of this resemblance to the Didache should 
be used with caution in determining the date of the Epistle. In 
itself the parallel is clear and interesting. We may also compare 
the praise bestowed on the Smyrnaeans by Ignatius for their 
hospitable reception of Philo and Agathopus (Ign. Sm. 10), or 
Polycarp’s thanks to the Philippians for their kindness to the 
prisoners (Pol. ad Phil. 1). 

The well-known controversy about the destination of this 
Epistle shows no signs of a final settlement. The view that it 
was addressed to an individual lady and not to a Church has of 
late been most vigorously supported by Rendel Harris (Zxposztor, 
tgo1). Advocates of this view have found her name either in 
Electa or in Kyria, which is not unknown as the name of a 
woman (cf. Liicke, p. 444). 

The names of Mary and Martha have also been suggested, 
the former because of the incident recorded in Jn. xix. 27, the 
latter for a supposed play on the name (Martha-domina- 
Kyria). It is hardly necessary to discuss seriously these con- 
jectures of Knauer and Volkmar. The name Electa is almost 
certainly excluded by ver. 13, and by the improbability of two 
sisters bearing the same name. If the letter is addressed to an 
individual, the name is clearly not given. The use of Kvpéa is 
very wide. It may be a purely formal title of courtesy. It is 
certainly used frequently by near relations, whether as a token 
of affection, or mark of courtesy real or assumed. In spite of 
Rendel Harris’ ingenious suggestions, the use of the word by 
relations, even if the Editors of Papyri are frequently right in 
translating it “ My dear,” does not go very far towards establish- 
ing the view that we have in this Epistle a ‘“‘love-letter.” The 


a 
§ 11.] THE THIRD EPISTLE Ixxxi 


formal use of xvpia is undoubtedly well established, and the 
character of the Epistle can only be determined by more 
general considerations. If we examine the whole contents of 
the ‘letter we can hardly escape the conclusion that a Church 
and not an individual is addressed. The language of ver. 1, 
“Whom I love in truth, and not I only, but all who know the 
truth,” is at least more natural if it is addressed to a community. 
It is clear from ver. 4 that the writer can only praise the conduct 
of some of the “children,” while the address in ver. 1 is general, 
‘and her children.” If it is necessary to assume that the word 
téxva has a narrower meaning in ver. 1 than in ver. 4, the difficulty, 
such as it is, is about the same whether the reference is to a 
single family or to a whole Church. Jilicher’s argument (Z7n- 
leitung, p. 216) does not gain much by the inclusion of this 
point. We cannot say more than that the references to the 
whole family in ver. 1, and toa part of it in ver. 4, are rather more 
natural if the “family” bea Church. On the other hand, the 
change between singular and plural (4, 5, 13 as compared with 
6, 8, 10, 12) certainly favours the view that a Church is ad- 
dressed. Interesting parallels of a similar change between 
singular and plural have been noticed in the Book of Baruch. 
And, as Jiilicher truly says, the general contents of the letter are 
“anything rather than private in character.” 


§ 11. THE TuirpD EPISTLE. 


The general outline of the circumstances which led to the 
writing of this Epistle may be traced with some certainty, 
though there are many details which cannot be so certainly 
determined. 

There can be no doubt that it is addressed to an individual, 
and not to a Church: though nothing is known for certain 
about the Caius to whom it is sent; and his identification with 
any of the other bearers of that name who are mentioned in 
the New Testament, or known to early tradition, is extremely 
precarious. 

The object of the letter is to claim the good services of 
Caius on behalf of some travelling Missionaries who are about 
to visit Caius’ Church, and who are either members of the 
Church over which the Elder presides, or have recently visited 
it. It would seem that the Missionaries had previously visited 
the Church of Caius, and had been hospitably received by him. 
On their return to (?) Ephesus they had borne public witness 
at a meeting of the Church to the kindness which they had 
received at his hands. On the ground of this the Elder con- 
fidently appeals to Caius to repeat his former kindness, when 
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the occasion arrives, on their next visit to his Church. He 
claims on their behalf hospitality and help. They should be 
“sent forward” in a manner worthy of the Master whom they 
served. And they had a right to claim support, for they had 
maintained the Pauline custom in their work among heathen, 
of receiving nothing from those to whom they preached (cf. 
Ac. xx. 35; 1 Th.ii. 9; 2 Th. iii, 8). All Christians (ver. 8) were 
bound to support and help forward such work to the best of their 
power. To do so was to work for the Truth, or rather to make 
themselves fellow-workers with Truth itself. 

The Elder had previously written to the Church of which 
Caius and Diotrephes were members. But Diotrephes, whose 
ambition was known to the Elder, and who had succeeded in 
gaining an ascendency over the Church, or at any rate over 
the majority of its influential members, had managed either to 
suppress the letter, or to persuade the Church to ignore its 
contents. He not only refused himself to receive those who 
came with the Elder’s commendation, but made it his policy to 
try to drive out of the Church those who were anxious to take 
the opposite course, if he could not succeed in preventing their 
efforts by simpler methods (ver. 10). It was time for the Elder 
to intervene. He has to remind Caius and those who will 
listen to his admonitions that there are such things as right and 
wrong. ‘Their choice will show whether they are Christians in 
anything more than name. To do the right is the sign of the 
birth from God, and of the enjoyment of the Vision of God. 

It would seem that Diotrephes had found his opportunity in 
the suspicion in which Demetrius was held by the Church. 
He is clearly one who possessed the esteem of the Elder, and 
who had been recommended to Caius’ Church by him. His 
relation to that Church and to the travelling Missionaries is not 
equally certain, and different views have been held on this point. 
Some have regarded him as one of the Missionaries, or as their 
leader, to whom the Elder had borne witness in a previous 
letter of commendation. Others have thought, from the separate 
mention of him and of the travellers, that he had nothing to do 
with them, but was a member of the Church to which the letter 
is addressed. Such a viewis quite possible. Without accepting 
the over-ingenious conjecture of Dom Chapman, that the Elder 
had already mentally designated him Bishop of the Church, 
it is certainly natural to suppose, with Wilamowitz, that one of 
the main objects of the letter is to serve as a letter of com- 
mendation for Demetrius, and that he at least travelled with 
the Missionaries on the journey which forms the occasion of 
the Epistle, whether he was actually one of their company or 
not. It would, of course, he fairly easy to form a good many 
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hypotheses which would all suit the few facts of the situation 
known to us. It is better to confine ourselves to the simplest 
and most natural. And that would seem to be that Demetrius 
was one of the band of Missionaries whom the Church of Caius 
and Diotrephes had special reasons to mistrust. It seems to 
need all the authority, official or personal, which the Elder 
possessed, and all his personal influence with a faithful friend, 
to ensure a hospitable reception for one who has, in his opinion 
unjustly, fallen under suspicion. 

If it is idle to identify the recipient of the letter with any 
other Caius known to the New Testament, it is even less pro- 
fitable to attempt the identification of Demetrius. Dom Chap- 
man’s suggestion, that he is the Demas of 2 Ti. iv. 10 (Anpas yap 
me €ykatélurey ayaryjoas tov viv aidva Kal éropevOn cis Ococado- 
vixnv), has little in its favour save its necessity to complete 
a fabric of conjecture of which the ingenuity is far more ap- 
parent than its probability. Prof. Bartlet’s suggestion, that 
Demetrius the silversmith (of Ac. xix. 24) is more likely, may 
be placed slightly higher in the scale of probability. But the 
game of guessing is misleading in attempts to reconstruct the 
unknown circumstances under which the Epistle was written. 
It is more reasonable to confine our attention to what may be 
legitimately deduced from the actual references of the Epistle. 

A further question is raised by ver. 9. Are we to identify the 
letter to which reference is there made with the Second Epistle ? 
In favour of this have been urged (1) the close connection of 
the two Epistles in tradition; (2) the probability that 2 Jn. is 
addressed to a Church; (3) the close connection between the 
two Epistles in thought and language. Of these arguments the 
first is of doubtful value. The connection is hardly so close as 
is often supposed, the evidence for a period of acceptance of 
two Johannine Epistles (ze. 1, 2 Jn.) without the third is really 
considerable. The others deserve serious consideration, and in 
reference to (3) we must certainly remember that the object of 
both letters is to a large extent the same, the determination of 
the rules which should guide Churches in the matter of receiving 
and offering hospitality to travelling Teachers. In some ways 
the negative rules of 2 Jn. form a natural supplement to the more 
positive suggestions of the Third Epistle. But, on the other 
hand, serious difficulties are raised by (1) the absence of any 
mention in 3 Jn. of the False Teachers, and (2) the absence in 
2 Jn. of any reference to Diotrephes, or to the high-handed 
proceedings of an official or prominent member of the Church. 
Of these reasons, which are urged by Harnack, the first is the 
most important. The high-handed action of any prominent 
member might naturally succeed rather than precede the 
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reception of the letter which contained the Elder’s instructions. 
He also urges that 2 Jn. presupposes an altogether different 
state of feeling and opinion in the Church to which it is 
addressed as compared with what we may naturally conclude 
from the Third Epistle. The attitude of the two Churches to 
strangers is quite different. Perhaps a more convincing reason 
is found in the fact that the Second Epistle does not contain 
the matter which we should expect to find in the “suppressed ” 
letter to which the Elder refers in 3 Jn. It must have dealt 
with the question (or questions) of the reception of Demetrius 
and the travelling Missionaries; at least it is natural to suppose 
that 3 Jn. is written to secure through the good services of a 
private friend what the Elder had demanded in a more public 
way. It is, of course, possible that the reception of his require- 
ments in 2 Jn. had been such that he now hesitated to make 
public the different requests which he writes to Caius. But the 
former supposition is the more natural. We should probably 
therefore add this instance to the many indications in the 
Epistles of the N.T. of a wider correspondence than has been 
preserved in the Canon. 


§ 12. HisTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE TWO EPISTLES. 


Within the last few years a number of ingenious, if highly 
conjectural, reconstructions have been attempted of the circum- 
stances which called out the two Epistles, with more or less com- 
plete identifications of the persons named, and of the Churches 
addressed. Detailed criticism of many points suggested by 
these schemes is perhaps better reserved for the notes on the 
text. But some general account of one or two of them may be 
attempted. 

The most ingenious, and possibly the least convincing, is 
that which Dom Chapman contributed in his articles in the 
Journal of Theological Studies (1904, pp. 357 ff., 517 ff.). Seeing 
rightly that the language in which Demetrius is commended by 
the Elder clearly implies that he had for some reason or other 
fallen under suspicion, he puts forward the bold conjecture 
that Demetrius is the Demas of 2 Ti. iv. ro who forsook S. 
Paul when danger became acute (contrast Col. iv. 14), “having 
loved this present world.” Dom Chapman reminds us that the 
Second Epistle to Timothy found him at Ephesus, and suggests 
that the Asiatic Churches were inclined to take a harsh view of 
the conduct of Demas. In the recipient of this Epistle he sees 
the Caius of Corinth, whose hospitality is praised in Ro. xvi. 23 
(“mine host and of the whole Church”); and following the early 
tradition recorded by Origen (on Ro. x. 41), that this Caius 
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became the first Bishop of Thessalonica, he suggests that 
Demas, who was perhaps a Macedonian, when he left Rome 
had travelled to Thessalonica, which he may have left when 
the reception of 2 Timothy made his position there untenable. 
At a later date he wished to return, and when he presented 
himself with a commendatory letter from the Elder he was 
well received by Caius, but the “pratings” of Diotrephes 
persuaded the Church to refuse him hospitality. He now has 
to pass through Thessalonica on his way westwards, and bears a 
second letter from the Elder to secure a more friendly reception. 
It is perhaps sufficient here to suggest that imaginary recon- 
structions of this kind do very little to help forward the study 
of history. A series of propositions, none of which are in 
themselves either impossible or specially probable, when com- 
bined into a single hypothesis fail to form a satisfactory basis 
for exegesis. And the question naturally arises, have we 
sufficient ground for assuming that the Elder would claim such a 
position of authority in respect of the Churches of Macedonia 
as is implied in the words and threatened action of the Third 
Epistle ? 

His suggestions with regard to the Second Epistle are even 
more hazardous. The description of the Church as loved by 
all who know the truth, and as having heard the command- 
ment from the beginning, is specially applicable to Antioch or 
Rome. The “elect sister” is naturally the Church of Ephesus. 
He connects éxAexrés, a word foreign to the Johannine 
vocabulary, with the emphatic reference in 1 P. v. 13, 9 & 
BaBvAdue cvvexAckry, and suggests that the phrase “walking in 
truth, as we received commandment for the faith,” should be 
interpreted in the light of Jn. x. 17, 18, where the “ Father’s 
command” is connected with the laying down of life. The 
community to whom these words are addressed must have proved 
their faithfulness by martyrdom. So we are led to the con- 
clusion that it is the Church of Rome which is addressed. The 
False Teachers have lost their footing in Asia Minor, the First 
Epistle has closed the doors of Asiatic Churches to them. So 
they are making attempts elsewhere, and the warning is issued 
to the Church of the metropolis. Such is the hypothesis in 
general outline. It is supported by many ingenious suggestions 
as to details. But the interpretation of ver. 4 in connection 
with Jn. x. 17 is too doubtful to serve as a foundation. 

Professor Bartlet (77S, 1905) has pointed out several of 
the difficulties presented by the text of the Epistles, if it is 
translated correctly, to these ingenious conjectures, while he 
rightly welcomes the correct appreciation of the significance of the 
terms in which Demetrius is commended, His suggestion that 
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Demetrius the silversmith may be meant, is at least as probable 
as Dom Chapman’s conjecture. And his further suggestion 
that Thyatira is more probably the Church of Caius and 
Demetrius has at least the merit of looking in the right quarter, 
within the natural sphere of the Elder’s influence and authority. 

Dr. Rendel Harris has made no attempt at so complete a 
restoration of the background of these Epistles. The instances 
which he quotes of xvpia used in the correspondence of near 
relatives are interesting. He has hardly succeeded in proving 
that even in such cases it is used as a term of affection, rather 
than of courtesy, or (?) mock courtesy. And even if this point 
were proved, it would not go far towards proving that in this 
particular Epistle it is so used. Its official and ceremonious 
use is in any tase far more frequent. By itself it hardly 
establishes the personal and affectionate character of the letter, 
or justifies the description of it as a “love-letter.” The question 
of “lady” or “Church” must be determined by the general 
character of the letter. He has also noticed an interesting 
parallel to the language of 2 Jn. 8, in Ru. ii. 12, which should 
form a welcome addition to our Biblical marginal references, 
and to the many indications that the author of the Johannine 
Epistles was well acquainted with the Scriptures of the Old 
Testament. But it would be safer ot to deduce from the 
occurrence of épyacia and pods rAjpns in one verse in Ruth the 
suggestion that the recipient of this letter was elderly, a heathen 
Christian, and probably a widow! 

In this connection we should perhaps mention the conjecture 
of Thoma,! that Pergamos should be regarded as the Church 
with which the Second Epistle deals, on the ground, according to 
the Apostolical Constitutions (vii. 46), that Caius was ordained 
bishop of that Church by John. The list of “Bishops” mentioned 
in Ap. Con. vii. 46 is worth quoting: James the brother of the 
Lord, Symeon, 6 rod KAcéra, Jude the brother of James, 
Zacchaeus, Cornelius, Theophilus, Euodius, Ignatius, Annianus, 
Avilius, Linus, Clement, Timothy, John, “by me John,” 
Ariston, Strataias, Ariston, Gaius (Mycenae), Demetrius (Phila- 
delphia), Dionysius, Marathones (?), Archippus, Philemon, 
Onesimus, Crescens, Aquila, Nicetas, Crispus. It might 
perhaps afford interesting evidence as to the contents of the 
Canon. But its predominantly Biblical character hardly inspires 
confidence. 

Of a very different character to these curiosities of exegesis 


1 Thoma, Genesis des Johannes Evangeliums, p. 791. Thoma does not 
lay much stress on the point, ‘‘Dies ware Pergamus, wenn die Sage der 
apost. Constitutionen von dem dortigen Bisthum des Gaius einen Grund 
und Werth hat.” 
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is the important contribution of Harnack to the interpretation 
of these Epistles (Zexte u. Untersuchungen, xv. First Series). 
Their chief importance lies in the information they afford with 
regard to a certain stage of the development of Church life and 
organization in the Asiatic province. The position of the Elder is 
unique. He is widely known. It is unnecessary for him to add 
his own name to the title which will serve to identify him. If 
he lives in Ephesus, the members of other Churches are his 
children (3. 4). He claims the right to lead them, and to know 
no greater joy than to hear that they are walking in the paths 
of truth. He claims his share in the work which has brought 
the Churches to their present state (@ npyacdueOa, 2. 8). Assured 
of being in the truth himself, he claims to judge whether others 
are “ walking” in it, and have witness borne to them by it (3. 2, 3; 
2. 1-4; 3. 12). He does not hesitate to place his own witness 
by the side of the witness of the truth itself (3. 12). He uses 
the plural of authority (3. 9, 10, 12; 2. 8). As leader and as 
judge he threatens in the confident assurance that his personal 
intervention will put an end to what is wrong (3. 10). Froma 
distance he issues his commands to individuals and to Churches 
alike. The sphere of his authority is apparently large. Within 
it he administers praise or censure; he assigns punishment or 
reward without hesitation. He passes the most absolute judg- 
ments on prominent persons (3. 10, 12). He receives, through 
members of other Churches who travel, or through Evangelists, 
in full Church assembly (3. 6) or in other ways (2. 4), statements 
about the teaching and behaviour of Churches and of leading 
individuals (3. 3 ff., 12), and makes use of these reports in his 
letters. We are reminded of S. Paul’s dealings with his Churches, 
and of his similar claims to authority and practical use of it. 
We may be surprised that thirty years after the death of Paul 
another should hold such a position in Asia. But this is no proof 
that the work of Paul had fallen to pieces. The testimony of 
Irenaeus and Polycarp proves the contrary. The position which 
has been described might well be held by the “ Elder” of whom 
tradition knows, and whom Papias describes as a disciple of the 
Lord. Such an one could maintain his claim to the position 
of patriarchal monarchic authority which we find presupposed 
in these Epistles. 

Harnack next turns to the evidence of the relation of the 
Elder to the travelling Missionaries and the Churches. The 
Third Epistle is written to accredit some travelling Evangelists 
to Caius; the Second, to warn some Church or individual against 
certain travelling false teachers. The custom to which these 
facts point is neither new nor of very long standing (3. 7; cf. 
2. 10, 11). The importance of such teachers is clearly seen if 
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we compare 3. 8 with 2. 11. The writer does not identify 
himself with them, but he values them and their work highly 
(3. 6, déiws rod Oeod). Their work is missionary, not among those 
who are already brethren, from whom they ought to receive 
support, as they obey the Lord’s command. On their return to 
the place whence they set out they appear before the assembly of 
the Church and tell how they have prospered, and how they 
have been received (3. 6). Thus the Elder uses them as a 
means by which he can exercise control over his Churches. 
But a reaction is making itself felt against this supervision. 
Diotrephes regards the Elder and the travelling brethren as 
forming one party. He tries, apparently with success, to set 
his Church against them. He would withdraw it from this 
supervision which the Elder claims to exercise. He will not 
“receive” his messengers. And the majority of the Church 
apparently lean to the side of Diotrephes, though the Elder 
still has his friends (3. 15). The Elder cannot be sure that the 
letter which he wrote will ever reach the Church. Yet he feels 
sure of victory, if he comes in person. Here then we have to 
notice the leading of a single man. We have reached the 
beginnings of the monarchical Episcopate. We are in the heat 
of the struggle of the old patriarchal provincial mission organi- 
zation against the consolidation of the individual Churches, 
as they threw off all outside influence and developed the 
Episcopate. Diotrephes takes the lead in this movement. 
The Elder mistrusts the new movement, and tries to keep it 
under his control. He sees in it only the ambition of in- 
dividuals. Yet he fights for a failing cause. He is obliged 
to confess the dangers of false teaching being disseminated by 
the travelling Missionaries. By addressing the Church as Kupia 
he practically recognizes its independence. Harnack’s question, 
“Would Paul have done so?” is suggestive. 

Thus these two Epistles give us a valuable contribution to 
the history of an obscure period. We get a glimpse into the 
earlier stages of the development of the monarchical Episcopate. 
The differences which we find in Ignatius fifteen or twenty years 
later are noticeable. In his time monarchical Episcopacy is 
established throughout Asia. Each Church is independent ; it 
receives from outside only brotherly advice. The danger arising 
from heretical teachers who travel from place to place is still 
felt acutely. But travelling “prophets and teachers” and 
supervising “elders” have disappeared. The change which 
these Epistles show us in the making is already made in this 
region. 

It seems almost impertinent to criticize this admirable sum- 
mary of the position which forms the background of the two 
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Epistles. Few would question the importance of its contribution 
to the understanding of their contents. It is, however, doubtful 
whether it points to exactly the right moment in the development 
of the organization of the Asiatic Churches. And its weakest 
part is the attitude which it represents the Elder as having 
assumed with regard to the new movement. It is clear that 
the old system is breaking down. The generation of those who 
could claim and exercise the kind of authority, recognized and 
accepted as valid but unofficial, which the “Elder” clearly 
regards as his by right, and which he is confident he can still 
maintain, is passing away. Those who have a right to speak 
and act in virtue of their connection with earlier days have 
almost dissappeared. And in his own case he can no longer 
be sure of his authority, if it is exercised only from a distance. 
The personal ambition of individual members of the Churches 
is getting beyond his control. In one case he cannot feel sure 
that his letter will reach those for whom it was intended. He is 
doubtful as to the reception which will be given to those who 
come with his own personal commendation. He is evidently 
afraid that false teaching, which he has succeeded in silencing 
in his own Church, if we may use the evidence of the First 
Epistle in this connection, will receive only too ready a welcome 
in a neighbouring Church. It is equally clear that an ambitious 
member of a Church can count on a widespread feeling of dis- 
content with the present informal arrangements and customs, 
which he can utilize to further his own views and perhaps 
interests. But is this the struggle of the local Churches to free 
themselves and set up a local Episcopate? Or is the Episcopate 
the means adopted to deal with the private ambitions of individual 
members of Churches who have made themselves prominent, 
and the danger which arose from the spread of various forms 
of teaching, and of division and dissension in consequence ? 
And what was the attitude of the Elder to the new movement? 
Is he struggling against it? Or did he see in some such change 
of organization a way of meeting the danger which the old system 
could no longer control? Will Caius or Diotrephes be the first 
monarchical Bishop, of Pergamus or of Thyatira ? 

The passages which Harnack quotes to show the connection 
of the Elder with the “‘ Bishops” of Asia certainly do not point 
to his having fought a losing battle against the new movement. 
The tradition which these passages embody has doubtless been 
modified in the light of later views about Episcopacy. But 
while this is almost certainly the case, it is going in the face of 
such evidence as we possess to represent the Elder as opposed 
to a movement with which he is always represented as being in 
close connection. 
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The following passages may be quoted. They prove quite 
clearly the connection of the elders with the Episcopal move- 
ment in Asia so far as tradition is concerned. 

Mur. Fr. 1. ro: ‘Cohortantibus condiscipulis et epis- 
copis suis.” 

Victorinus Petau. Schol. in Apoc. xi. 1: “Conuenerunt ad 
illum de finitimis provinciis omnes episcopi.” 

Jerome, de Vir. Illus. 9: “Scripsit euangelium, rogatus ab 
Asiae episcopis, aduersus Cerinthum.” Cf. Euseb. 4. £. 
vi. 14 (Clement): zpotparévra 76 TOV yvwpipov. 

Augustine, Prologue to the Tractatus in Joann. : “Compulsus 
ab Episcopis Asiae scripsit.” 

Clem. Alex. Quis Dives, 42: dye wapaxadovpevos kat ert 
Ta TANCLOXwpa TOV eOvOv, Grou pev eriTKdTOUS KatacTHTW, 
Gov b€ OAas éxkAnoias dppdcwv, drov O€ KAnpw eva yé TWA 
kAnpoowv TOV bd TOD TVEbpaTOS ONMALVOMEVUY. 

Most of these passages are too late to give satisfactory 
evidence ; all of them except the last may be later paraphrases 
of the zpotparévra tmd tév yvwpivwv which is found in Clement, 
but which he has received from tradition. The passage from the 
well-known story of the Robber which Clement tells in the Quzs 
Dives proves that at a comparatively early date the name of the 
Elder was connected with the development of Church organiza- 
tion in Asia which resulted in the monarchical Episcopacy. His 
exact share in the process may not be determinable now. But 
the evidence of tradition which represents him as in thorough 
sympathy with the movement is too strong to ignore, when it 
is in no way contradicted by the evidence of the Johannine 
Epistles in themselves. The modification of Harnack’s inter- 
pretation of the “ background” which has been suggested above 
is at least as natural as his, and it is in conformity with what may 
be reasonably deduced from the earliest and most trustworthy 
traditions about the Elder as they are to be found in Clement. 
And on the whole it is better suited to the evidence of Ignatius, 
and his attitude towards the monarchical Episcopate. 
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1-4. Introduction. 

1. 3 qv dw dpyfis] What the writer has to announce about 
the Word of Life, the revelation of life, is no new discovery. 
The revelation began with creation. It was continued in the 
history of the nations and the People, in the work of Prophets, 
Psalmists, Legislators. It culminated in the earthly life and 
teaching of Jesus of Nazareth. The mystery, which is as old 
as creation, was gradually revealed, till it was completely mani- 
fested in Jesus the Christ, the Son of God. The words wept 
Tod Adyov THs fwis necessitate some such interpretation of the 
phrase. It cannot refer to the eternal, pre-existent nature of 
the personal Word, though in the writer’s conception this is 
no doubt included. The whole message of God’s revelation, 
as it has been gradually unfolded, is the object of the writer’s 
dyyeAia. The mystery which he takes his part in “revealing” 
is concerned with the eternal reality underlying the phenomena 
apparent to sense-perception and needed to explain them. What 
he has to say is one stage in its unveiling ; his words are part of 
a process of teaching which began when “God said, Let there 
be light.” Cf. Rothe, p. 18; part of his note may be quoted or 
paraphrased. “The thought of an original being, which has its 
object in itself, is indeed the most abstract thought to which 
human consciousness can reach; but yet it lies close to hand, 
and no one can dispense with it who examines attentively 
himself and his surroundings. That which falls under the 
cognizance of sense-perception shows itself to the careful observer 
to be untrue. But every intelligent man must feel the desire to 
find somewhere an existence which has not come into being, 
but which zs from eternity, and to be able to rest on this. This 
the Apostle has found. He cries triumphantly to his readers 
that he knows of a Being, transcending all that is transitory, the 
ground of what is temporal and finite. Such a reality can only 
be found in so far as it is revealed under material forms and 
enters into the world of matter. In Christ the writer claims to 
have found this eternal reality, which transcends the limits of 
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the sensible and material. What he has seen in Jesus and 
heard from Him is to himself indubitable evidence of the truth 
of his claim.” This passage, which is really a paraphrase in 
more modern terms of thought of the Johannine conception 
of fwy, does not, of course, explain by strict grammatical 
exegesis the meaning of the opening phrases of this Epistle, but 
it is an admirable expression of ideas which may reasonably be 
connected with them, and as such it deserves full consideration. 

épxifjs] Anarthrous. Cf. Jn.i. 1, vi. 64, xvi.4; Gn.i.1. That 
which is regarded by us as “beginning.” The anarthrous use 
of the word makes it denote “character, according to man’s 
apprehension,” rather than a definite fact or point of time. The 
parallels in Genesis and the Prologue of the Gospel exclude 
the possibility of a reference merely to the beginning of the 
Christian dispensation. For the writer’s use of apy, cf. note on 
ii. 9. 

8 dxyxdapev] The author justifies his claim to be able to 
announce “‘that which was from the beginning” on the fact 
that a revelation of it has been made under the conditions of 
time and space, so that it has become intelligible to finite 
understanding. The perfect has its full force. A» revelation 
has been made in terms which men can understand, and the 
results are abiding. What the writer and his contemporaries 
have heard and seen remains with them, so that they can make 
it known to others who have not themselves had the same 
privileges. : 

The “hearing” may perhaps include the whole revelation, 
of the nature of God and His relation to the world, from the 
beginning. But if it is not confined to the earthly life of Jesus 
Christ, that is what the writer has prominently in view. 

éwpdxapev tots dp9adpois] The revelation has been made 
through nature and through man. All the human powers of 
perception are necessary to grasp its fulness, and can be used 
for that purpose. The tots éf0aApois emphasizes the personal 
experience of the writer, and those whom he associates with 
himself by the use of the first person plural. The terms used 
in this preface can only be interpreted zaturally as a claim on 
the writer’s part to have been an actual eye-witness of the earthly 
life of Jesus Christ. It is not zmpossible to suppose that the 
writer uses them metaphorically of a spiritual vision, the com- 
pleteness of which can best be described under the metaphors 
of sense-perception. Such an interpretation, however, is forced 
and unnatural in the extreme. Clemen’s confession (2VTW 
vi. 281, 1905), that he can suggest no really satisfactory ex- 
planation of the words ai xetpes nudv éynAddyoay on these lines, 
is significant. Nothing but absolute necessity could justify their 
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reference to “spiritual” perception. If on other grounds it is 
impossible to suppose that this Epistle, or other writings which 
cannot easily be separated from it, could have been written by 
an eye-witness of the life of Christ on earth, we should, of 
course, be compelled to accept this forced interpretation of the 
words; unless we admitted that the writer has put forward a 
false claim. But it is well to recognize that such a course is 
of the nature of a desperate expedient. Such a claim might 
naturally be met with the ironical words of Philo (de Decalogo, 
P- 195), ® ovros, & pyr’ cides par’ Heovoas, ds iv, ds dxovoas, ds 
mapyKkoAovOnkos amracw, adikduevds pot paptipyaov, which 
Windisch (Handbuch zum NT. iv. 2, p. 105) quotes to illustrate 
the phraseology of this passage. There can be no doubt as to 
what is the natural interpretation of the writer’s words. These 
considerations hold good also against Karl’s idea of ecstatic vision 
(Johanneische Studien, p. 3). The hypothesis that the writer 
when using the first personal plural identifies himself (?) and 
his readers with the Christian body, some of whom had actually 
seen the “Lord,” is open to less objection, but is not really 
satisfactory. This use of the plural is quite natural in the 
passage which has sometimes been quoted from Irenaeus (v. i. 1), 
“per auditum nostrum uocem etus perciptentes.” Irenaeus is 
emphasizing the fact that the Incarnation was the only means 
of teaching men the truth about God. In the Introduction to 
Book V. he has reminded his readers that the Church tradition 
goes back to Christ Himself. And Christ alone could teach 
men, in that as God He knows the things of God, and as man 
He can explain them intelligently to His fellow-men. Here the 
writer is contrasting his position with that of his readers. He 
will hand on to them what fe and fis fellows have seen and 
heard, that they too, though they have not seen, may believe 
and share his joy. See Briggs, Zhe Messiah of the Apostles, 
p- 464; Findlay, Fellowship in the Life Eternal, pp. 87-89. 

The passages quoted from Tacitus, Agvicola, c. 45 (Mox 
nostrae duxere Heluidium in carcerem manus), and Augustine, 
Ep. 88. 8 (nostri ocult ab armatis uestris calce et aceto extinguuntur), 
are not quite parallel. Tacitus, a member of the Senate, but 
absent from Rome at the time of the incident to which he 
refers, can naturally, addressing the public in a highly rhetorical 
passage, identify himself with the disreputable action of the 
body to which he belongs. Augustine, speaking as a Catholic, 
and addressing Donatists, can with equal propriety say, “ We 
suffer persecution at your hands.” But here the writer, speaking 
as a Christian to Christians, is emphasizing what he and others 
with whom he identifies himself, have to give to the Christians 
to whom he writes. ‘‘ What we have seen and heard we tell you, 
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that ye may share our joy.” The “we” are clearly distinguished 
from the whole body of Christians. 

8 &@eacdpeba] The “message” has so far been viewed in its 
permanent results. It has been “heard” and “seen” so that 
those who first received it have it as an abiding possession which 
they can impart to others. Now the facts of its reception are 
presented in such a way (by the use of the aorist) as to emphasize 
their character. The different tenses are used with reference 
to the same object under different aspects. Emphasis is first 
laid on the results, then on the method. The aorist presents 
its object as a complete fact, or series of facts regarded as one 
whole, having a definite character. The witness is not only 
abiding, it is also satisfactory in kind. It rests on complete 
and intelligent use of adequate opportunities. There is no 
reason for restricting the object of the two aorists to the 
disciples’ experiences after the Resurrection. Such a distinction 
must have been more clearly marked if the writer intended his 
readers to grasp it. The special reference of wydAaday to 
Lk. xxiv. 39 (idere Tas xelpds pov Kal Tos médas pov .. . 
YnrAadynoaré pe kat iSere), or to the incident recorded in Jn. xx. 
26-29, where the word is not used, appears to be very doubtful. 
It is simpler to suppose that the same object is described in 
different ways, corresponding to the natural distinction in mean- 
ing between the perfect and aorist. But see Westcott, and 
comp. Ign. Smyr. ii. Cf. also Tert. Adv. Prax. xv., de An. 
xvil., de Pat. iil. 

€eacdpela] If BAcrev is to “look,” and dépav to “see,” 
Occ Oat is to “ behold,” intelligently, so as to grasp the meaning 
and significance of that which comes within our vision. Cf. Mt. 
vi. t; [Mk.] xvi. 14; Lk. vii. 24; Jn. i. 14, 38, iv. 35, xi. 45; Acts 
i. 11; Ro. xv. 24; 1Jn.iv.12,14. In the LXX the word occurs 
only eight times, and in the later books; cf. 2 Ch. xxii. 6, and especi- 
ally 2 Mac. ill. 36 diep jv tm’ dw refeapevos. The word nearly 
always suggests careful and deliberate vision which interprets, 
rightly or wrongly, its object. The witnesses have not only 
seen and remembered. Their “seeing” was of such a character 
as to enable them to appreciate rightly the significance of what 
they saw. 

kal at xelpes Hydv ebndddyoav| Cf. Lk. xxiv. 39, already 
quoted, and the note on éwpdxayev. The Lord’s command in 
Luke, and the incident recorded by the writer in his Gospel, 
illustrate the meaning of the words. But their reference is wider 
than to any definite events between the Resurrection and the 
Ascension. 

YyAagay is to grofe or feel after in order to find, like a 
blind man or one in the dark; hence to handle, touch. The idea 
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of searching sometimes disappears altogether. It may also be 
used in the sense of ‘‘ examine closely. OCR. Poly by. vin, 18. 4 
(quoted by L. and S.), macayv émwoiav: Gn. xxvii. 12, pyrore 
Ypragdyon pe 6 waryp pov (of Isaac): Dt. xxviii. 29, con WyrAapav 
neon Bpias : Is. lix. 10, YpArAapjoovow ws tupdAdt Totxov: Ps. cxiii. 
15, Xelpas éxovor kal od WnAadyoovor: Job xx. 10 (A), ai dé xelpes 
atrov Wyrapyoovew ddvvds. Here it naturally suggests all the 
evidence available for sense-perception other than hearing and 
sight. Possibly it emphasizes the reality of that with which 
they had been brought into contact, in opposition to the 
Docetism which may have characterized the views of the writer’s 
opponents. It certainly marks the intimate character of their 
personal intercourse with the Lord. Their opportunities 
included all that was necessary to make their witness aAnOwy 
as well as aAnOys, satisfactory in kind as well as accurate so far 
as itwent. ‘They were competent witnesses who spoke the truth. 
AS See 6b ie Co 

tept Tod Adyou Tis Lwis| Dr. Westcott’s phrase “the revela- 
tion of life” probably gives most accurately the meaning of the 
words: the whole message which reveals, or which gives life. 
Compare Jn. vi. 68, fjyata Cwys aiwviov, and Jn. ill. 34, Ta 
pyata Tod Geod. The exact meaning of the genitive is doubtful. 
As a rule, when (6) Adyos is followed by a genitive, not of a 
person, the genitive expresses the contents of the message. Ct 
Mt. xiii. 19 (77s Basvdelas), Ac. xiil, 26 (rijs owrypias tavrys), 
XIV. 3, XX. 32 (THs xdpiTos avTov), xv. 7 (Tod ebayyedéov) ; y TCovik 
18 (6 tot aravpot); 2 Co. v. 19 (Tov Aoyor Tijs KarahAayjs) ; Eph. 
1. 13 (7HS dAnOeias) ; Pheri 16 (Adyov Cons éméxovtes); Col. 1. 5 
(ris aAnOeias Tod patel: 3 1 Th. ii. 13 (Adyov dxojs) ; 2 Ti. i. 
15 (rns aAnbeias); He. vi. 1 (ris apxns Tod Xpuorod); Apoc. i. 3 
(robs Adyous THs tpopyreias). On the other hand, where (77s) 
¢wyns is added to a noun as a qualifying genitive it generally, 
though not always, denotes ‘‘ life-giving,” or some cognate idea. 
Cf. Jn. v. 29 (dvdoracw), Vi. 35 (6 pros), 48, 68 (pypara, cf. 63), 
Vili. 12 (ro pas); Ac. ii, 28 (680vs,= Ps. xvi. 11), iii, 15 (rov 
apxyyor), v. 20 (74 pyara) ; Ro. v. 18 (dtxafwowv), vi. 4 (xauvoryrt) ; 
Ph. i. 16 (Adyov), iv. 3 (BiBdw) ; 2 Ti. i. 1 (€rayyediav), Ja. i. 
12 (rov orépavov); 1 P. iii. 7 (xdpiros); Apoc. il. 7 (rod EvAov), 
Io (rov orepavor), ill. 5 (rHs BiBAov), xi, IT (rvedua), SViing 
(Wux7), xvii. 8 (7d BuBAtov), xx. 12, 15, XXl. 27, xxi. 6 (rod ddaros), 
xxii. 1 (Bdaros), 2 (EvAov), 14, 19 (TO EVAov), 17 (Ydwp). But the 
two meanings are not mutually exclusive. The message which 
announces life gives life (cf. Jn. v. 39). 

aept| What the writer has to announce concerns the word of 
life. He does not claim to handle the whole message. He has 
something to tell about it. On the bearing of this preparation 
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as the meaning of the whole verse, see the note on 6 fv da’ 
dpxiis. ; 

2. For the use of parenthesis to emphasize or explain a 
specially important word, cf. Jn. xix. 35. In this parenthesis the 
emphatic word is éfavepéOy, which is repeated at the end of the 
verse. The writer and his circle could bear their witness about 
the word of life, because the life had been manzfested, to men 
and under conditions which made it possible for men to appre- 
hend its nature. The reference is in quite general terms. 7 Coy 
is never used to express the being of the (personal) Logos, or 
pre-existent Christ. 

According to Weiss, davepotv never denotes the becoming 
visible of that which was before invisible, but the making clear 
of what was hitherto unknown (he compares Jn. ii. 11, iil. 21, vil. 
4, ix. 3, xvii. 6). But the distinction is hard to maintain in view 
of the Johannine usage of verbs of sight to include the under- 
standing of that which falls under the ocular vision (cf. Jn. iil. 3). 
avepotv may be used of all processes of making known, whether 
intellectual or sensible. 

dmayy&donev| It is doubtful whether a distinction can be 
maintained between drayyéAAeu, “to repeat with reference to the 
source from which the message comes,” and dvayyé\Aew, “to 
report with reference to the persons addressed” (ver. 5). See 
ver. 3, drayyéAXopev Kal pty tva Kal tes K.T.d. 

tiv Lov thy aidvov] For the double article, cf. ii. 25, and 
Ver. 3, ) KolWwvia y HeTEpa: Jn. x. 11,6 wouuyv dKadds. The idea 
is first put forward generally, and then more particularly defined. 

It is strange to find it stated (Weiss, Comm. p. 28) that 
aidvios is always used in the N.T. in the sense of endless dura- 
tion, or even that Cw aidvios denotes in S. John (as in S. Paul) 
“our everlasting further life (ezzges wetterleben) after the death 
of the body” (Karl, p. 6). It would be truer to say that it 
never has the sense of endless duration. On the other hand, 
it does not denote what is supra-temporal. It can only mean 
“belonging to the age” of which the writer is speaking or 
thinking, and so comes to mean possessed of the characteristics 
of that age. If the “age to come” is supra-temporal, then 
aidvios denotes that the subject which it qualifies has this 
characteristic. 

“Spiritual” probably suggests its meaning most clearly in 
popular language. The words which it is used in the N.T. to 
qualify are: wip, fw7, KdAacrs, Kpiows, dudprnua (Mk. ili. 29, v.2. 
Kpioews), oKnvai, xpdvot, Geds, Bapos, ddéys, oikud, 6AcOpos, tapd- 
KAnows, Kpatos, dd€a, éAmis, cwrnpia, Kpiva, AvTpwols, TvEdpa, 
KAnpovopia, Siabijxn, Bacireia, edayyéAvov. Of the 71 instances 
of its use in the N.T., 44 are passages in which it qualifies Cw. 
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Its meaning is best considered in the light of this fact. It is 
noticeable that in the Johannine Gospel and Epistles, where it 
occurs 23 times, it is never used in any other connection. 

itis] The life manifested in Christ, to which His personal 
disciples could bear witness on the strength of what they had 
seen and heard, is eternal, zzasmuch as it is in union with the 
Father that it attains to its true realization. The distinction 
between ds and dems, which disappears altogether in late Greek, 
can still, as a rule, be traced in the New Testament, where in all 
probability dors is never a mere substitute for the relative. It 
either suggests a reason for what has been stated before, as here, 
or it introduces the designation of a class to which the ante- 
cedent belongs. (Cf. Mt. vii. 26, xiil. 52.) 

apds| Cf. Jn. i. 2, Hv mpds roy Gedy, and Dr. Westcott’s note on 
the differences of meaning between pds and other prepositions 
denoting relations. Expressed in simpler language, the particular 
force of mpés would seem to be that it suggests a relation 
realized in active communion and intercourse. Cf. Mk. vi. 3, 
ovk cicty al ddeAqal atrod de mpos Huds; ix. 19. The true life of 
the Son was realized in union and communion with the Father. 
By means of the Incarnation it was manifested to men. 

8. 8 éwpdxaper Kal dxnkdapev] Resumption. The announce- 
ment rests on eye- and ear-witness. The difference in order, if 
it is not purely a matter of rhythm, may perhaps throw more 
emphasis on the earthly life of the Incarnate Logos, in which 
what was seen naturally takes precedence of what was heard, 
as contrasted with the wider description of revelation in ver. 1, 
where hearing must come before seeing. The treatment of 
minute differences in this Epistle, and in the Johannine writings 
generally, is a difficult question. There can be no doubt that 
very often they are either deliberate, and intended to convey 
some slight change of meaning, or the outcome of the exact 
train of thought which has led to the particular expression. 

kat uty] To find in these words a proof that the writer is 
addressing a circle of readers different from those among whom 
he began his Apostolic work, and therefore a special appropri- 
ateness in their use by one who had changed the sphere of his 
activity from Palestine to Asia Minor, is forced. (Cf. Zahn, 
Ejinleitung in das NNT. p. 566, ‘‘friher an anderen Orten... 
jetzt im Kreise der Gemeinden, an welche der 1 Jo. gerichtet 
ist”; trans. iii. p. 358.) Such a thought could not have been 
conveyed to his readers by so obscure a hint. It is always 
dangerous to read into the words of this Epistle the things which 
any particular theory of its authorship make it desirable to find 
there. On the other hand, the words do not “show the readers 
of this Epistle to be those who are the hearers of all his 
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Apostolic preaching” (Weiss, p. 30). Their more probable 
significance is suggested by the following «ai iets. What the 
eye-witnesses have heard and seen they announce to others as 
well, in order that ¢hey too may share the fellowship which 
Apostles and disciples have so long enjoyed. 

xowvwviay éynte] The exact phrase is found only in this Epistle 
in the N.T. The writer is rather fond of the use of é€xew with 
a substantive to intensify the meaning of a verb. Cf. his use of 
it with dyapriav, xpeiav, mappyoiay, édrida, Cwijv, KddAaow. AS 
contrasted with the simple verb, which merely expresses the fact, 
it may perhaps suggest the sense ‘‘to have andenjoy.” Kowwvetv 
is always used of active participation, where the result depends 
on the co-operation of the receiver as well as on the action of 
the giver. Cf. Philo, Leg. ad Caium, § 4 (quoted by Grimm), ris 
ovv Kowwwvia mpos ArdAAwva TO pydév oiketov émurndevkdtt; I Co. 
X. 16, odx! Kowvwvia TOD THparos TOD Xpictod éoriv; It does not 
properly denote a merely passive sharing, as peroxy can express, 
though the words are sometimes used interchangeably ; cf. 2 Co. 
vi. 14, Tis yap peToxy Suxaoovvy Kal dvopia 7 tis Kowwvia puwti pods 
oxéros; see T. S. Evans in the Speaker's Comm. on 1 Co. x. 16. 

kat... 8€] Cf. Jn. vi. 51, Kai 6 dpros dé: 3 Jn. 12, kal jpeis 
5& paptupoduev. It may be considered doubtful whether ‘‘the 
xai emphasizes, while the d¢ serves as connecting particle.” The 
use of kat . . . dé would seem rather to develop and intensify a 
thought or idea. See Ellicott on 1 Ti. ili. 10. “ Fellowship, I 
say; and remember that the fellowship of which we speak, and 
which we enjoy, is no less than fellowship with God and His 
Son.” Comp. Jn. xvil. 11, 20-23. 

peta Tod matpds K.7.A.] Fellowship with God became possible 
when Christ revealed Him to men as the Father, with whom 
His children could enter into communication. Such fellowship, 
7.é. that which is possible between parent and child, is only realized 
in and through Jesus Christ, the man whom God sent to make 
Him known. The title “Incots Xpiorés always emphasizes both 
ideas, of the historical life and human nature of Jesus of Nazareth, 
and of the Divine commission of God’s Messiah. And the use 
of the title “Son ” (wera rod viod atrot) emphasizes His capacity 
to make God known. ‘The writer can conceive of no adequate 
knowledge of God which can be apprehended by man except in 
so far as it is revealed in a real human life, by one who is an only- 
begotten Son of God. Onlya Son can reveal the Father. Only 
an only-begotten Son, who, so to speak, sums up in Himself all 
the qualities of His Father, which are completely reproduced in 
one heir, and not distributed among many children, is in a 
position to make such a revelation complete. The burden of the 
writer’s message is summed up in the last verse of the Prologue 


@ 
L. 3, 4.| NOTES ON I JOIIN 9 


to the Gospel, ‘God hath no man seen at any time; God only 
begotten (or the only-begotten Son), who is in the bosom of the 
Father, He hath declared Him.” 

4. taita| The reference is most probably to the contents of 
the Epistle, “already present to the writer’s mind.” There are 
many instances in which it is a matter of dispute whether the 
writer, in using otros, avry, radra, rodro, év rovtw, ék Tovrov, dia 
tovro, etc., intends to refer to what has preceded or what follows. 
Both usages are found in the Epistle, but the reference forward 
would seem to be his prevailing custom. Sixteen instances may 
be noted where the reference is to what follows (preceded by xa, 
L 4, il. 3, iii. 23, 243 without xai, ii. 6, iii. 1, 8, 10, 16, iv. 2, 9, 13, 
17, V. 4, II, 14) as against seven where the reference to what 
preceded is at least probable (without xai, ii. 22, 26, iv. 6, v. 6, 
13, 20; preceded by xa, iv. 3). Here the reference is probably 
to what follows. The ratra are not identical with the message 
described in ver. 3, nor are they contrasted with it. They are 
the part of it, or the things to be said in explanation of it, which 
it is expedient that the author should communicate in writing. 
Scriptio valde confirmat (Bengel). 

ypdponev tpets]| Both words are emphatic. The atrémrat 
have always borne their witness by preaching or teaching. Now 
there is much that the survivors, or survivor, must write down. 
In this context jis must mean “ we who have seen and heard,” 
whether the seeing and hearing are to be interpreted literally or 
metaphorically. And the literal interpretation is undoubtedly 
the most natural. The word contains no claim to Apostolical 
authority, unless, indeed, none but Apostles could rightly claim to 
be witnesses of what has been described in vv. 1-3. And it does 
not justify the view that at the time of writing many still survived 
who had seen the Lord. The conditions are satisfied if even 
one survivor only is speaking in the name of those of whom he 
is the last representative, especially if he is addressing Christians 
among whom the later survivors had spent their last years. It 
points quite naturally to the ‘‘ Johannine” circle at Ephesus, but 
it does no more than point. It offers no proof. ‘The plur. 

ypdpopey does not occur again in the Johannine Epistles. 

iva. . . mewAnpwopévg] For the resolved tense, cf. Jn. xvi. 24. 
And for the sense, ch. Jn. xv. 11, Xvil. -13,/1V.0- 36, alts 29." ‘The 
writer’s joy is increased the more his readers can realize the 
fellowship of which he has spoken, and to promote which is the 
object of his letter. 

ijpav] It is very difficult to decide between the readings 
sud and tpav. The former is supported by better MSS, and 
the latter may possibly be affected by assimilation to Jn. Xvi. 24. 
On the other hand, jets is almost certainly the true text just 
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before, and the reading iar offers a pointed contrast, “ we who 
have seen must write, that you who have not seen may enter into 
full joy.” And it is a contrast which would not appeal to scribes. 
Perhaps, however, the ay suits best the thought of the writer. 
He would not dissociate himself, and other teachers, from the 
common joy felt by all when his readers attain ‘‘fellowship.” In 
the spiritual harvest, sower and reaper rejoice together. 


2. ewpaxamer] pr. o B? 40:+Kat axnkoaumev 40 | Hv fwqv] om. K | ray 
atwyiov] om. boh-cod. 

3. aknKoaper] Kae ewpaxapev & harl. | cae 10] om. boh-cod. 

amaryyedNoper] pr. kar & k®* am. arm-codd. Thphyl. : caravyyehNopev 
TP OSSES( GYCR 2). 

Kae yuw SABCP 7. 13. 40. 68. 180 harl. syrs°’ et? sah. arm. aeth. 
Did. Aug.] om. cat K L al. pler. cat. vg. arm-codd. cop. syr? ** 
Dionys. Oec. Aug. 

Kae umes] om. kat sah. syrs°®, 

Karn Kowwvia de] om. kat bOh-txt.: om. de C* P 13. 27. 29. 69. 81. 180 
ast* vo. sah. arm. (uid.) syr?. 

avrov] om, sah. 

4. ypapomer] scrépsimus, am. harl. : ypapw K** (62) arm-codd. boh- 
codd. 

nuets & A* BP 13 harl.* sah.] va A°™ al. fere. om. cat. vg. syr®™ cop. 
arm. aeth. Thphyl. Oec. 

nuwy NBL 31. 39. 40. 42. 57. 76. 78. 95. 98, 99. 100. IOI. 105. 114. 
177. 190, rect 7 zlect ¢alect 2p g]8 scr am. fu. harl. tol. sah. syr*“ ar® Thphyl@™ 
Occ] usw AC K P al. plu. vg® demid. cop. syr? arm. aeth. Thphyl™* 
@ect=s 

meT\npwuevn|+ev nu C*, 

wa] ut gaudeates et vg. (om. gaudeatzs e¢ am.). 


A. i. 5-ii. 27. First description of the two signs of fellow- 
ship with God, expressed negatively. First refutation of the 
twofold “lie.” The ‘‘ethical” and ‘‘christological” theses 
presented one after the other, without any definition of their 
mutual relations. 

I. i. 5-ii. 17. Walking in light the true sign of fellowship 
with God (ethical thesis). Refutation of the one “ lie.” 

1. i, 5-ii. 6. The thesis maintained in two parallel 
statements. 

(a) i. 5-10. The nature of God and the consequent relation 
of man to God. 

i. 5-10. Having stated that his object in writing is to enable 
his readers to enter into fellowship, and that the mutual fellow- 
ship of Christians leads onwards to that higher fellowship with 
God in Christ on which indeed it is based, the writer proceeds 
to deduce from the nature of God the conditions under which 
fellowship with Him is possible. He does so by setting aside 
three false pleas often urged by those who claim such fellowship, 
the denial of the bearing of moral conduct on spiritual com- 
munion, of the responsibility for sinful action, of the actual fact 
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of having sinned. With regard to the first two he states by way 
of contrast the provision made by God for overcoming the 
hindrances which would seem to prevent the possibility of 
fellowship with God, in the case of those who by their conduct 
or their confession refuse to shelter themselves behind such 
false pleas. The verses which follow contain a similar contrast, 
expanded into a different form in order to meet a difficulty 
which might be suggested by what has been said in this 
passage. 

5. The nature of God. God is light, and therefore only those 
whose conduct can be described as “ walking in light,” can enjoy 
fellowship with such a Being. 

In form the opening of the Epistle is closely parallel to that 
of the Gospel. This verse corresponds to Jn. i. 19, and it is 
introduced in exactly the same way (kai airy éorlvy 4» paptupia). 
There also the idea of “witness” is taken up from the middle 
verses of the Prologue, just as dyyeAia here takes up the 
drayyéAdopmev Of vv. 2, 3. 

kai] The connection with what immediately precedes is not 
obvious. According to Dr. Westcott it must be found in the 
idea of fellowship. ‘Fellowship must repose upon mutual 
knowledge” (p. 14). If we are to have fellowship with God 
and with the brethren, we must know what God is and what we 
are. False views on either subject must prove a fatal barrier 
to true fellowship. But see the preceding note. It would 
seem to be simpler to find the connection further back in the 
idea of the “‘announcement.” He makes his announcement, 
contained in the letter he finds it necessary to write (ver. 4), with 
a special purpose which he has now stated. And the burden 
of the announcement is this, that God is light, and men must 
walk in light if they would enjoy His fellowship. 

dyyedia| The simplest form of the word is chosen, as the 
writer wishes to describe its twofold aspect as a message /rom 
God ¢o those whom he addresses, in the following words. It 
is an dmrayyeAia from God Himself, iv axyxdapey ax’ atrod. 
It is also an dvayyeAéa meant for those to whom he writes 
(kat dvayyéAAopev piv). The word may also suggest that the 
message contains a conception of God which men could not 
have formed for themselves without His help. It is a ‘‘revela- 
tion and not a discovery,” it is the message which has come from 
God to be delivered to men. 

gas éotiv] Anarthrous to express quality. God’s nature is 
best described as “‘light.” 76 as would have suggested light 
in some particular relation, cf. Jn. i. 5-9. 0s describes His 
nature as He is, the description being true so far as it goes, 
though not complete. The primary idea suggested by the word 
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in this context is ‘‘7//umination.” It is of the nature of light 
that it is and makes visible. God’s nature is such that He must 
make Himself known, and that knowledge reveals everything 
else in its true nature. That this thought is present here is 
suggested by the following section (ii. 3 ff.). That God can be 
“known,” and by those to whom the author is writing, is one of 
the leading ideas on which he lays special stress. But in view 
of the use of the metaphor of light and darkness in the Bible 
generally, and especially in S. John, and of the immediate 
context in this Epistle, it is impossible to exclude the ethical 
meaning from the signification of the word here. The context 
shows that this is the idea which he is most anxious to em- 
phasize. The word must suggest the notes of Holiness and 
Purity as essential to God’s nature. The conditions of fellow- 
ship on which he insists are closely akin to the Levitical “Be 
ye holy, for I am holy, saith the Lord.” ‘The full meaning, 
however, of what is contained in words is not limited to the 
sense in which they were probably used and understood by the 
writer and his first readers. Jesus’ revelation of God as 
“Father” goes far beyond what was understood of it by the 
men of His own generation. For the more permanent meaning 
of the sentence, and the further ideas which it may be regarded 
as connoting, see Dr. Westcott’s note (p. 16f.); Findlay, p. 1o2. 

kat oxotia «.7.A.] This is not a mere repetition of the 
sentence in negative form, in accordance with the writer’s love 
of double expression by parallel clauses, positive and negative. 
And it probably does not merely emphasize the “ perfect realiza- 
tion in God of the idea of light.” It emphasizes rather the 
completeness of revelation. God is not the dppyros ovyy, or 
Buds, of the more developed Gnostic systems, or the “ unknow- 
able” God of the Gnostic thought which preceded those 
systems. Though complete knowledge of God is impossible, 
He can be truly “known” here and now, under the conditions 
and limitations of human life. His nature is “light,” which 
communicates itself to men, made in His image, till they are 
transformed into His likeness. From the ethical side, the 
words also emphasize the conditions of fellowship. Walking 
in darkness must exclude from the fellowship of Him “in whom 
is no darkness at all.” Conduct is not the matter of indifference 
that in some of the teaching of the time it was made out to be. 
With the order of ideas here, Adyos, fw7, pds, oKxoria (vv. 2, 5), 
comp. the same sequence in the Prologue to the Gospel 
Cr, 2, 4; 5). 

kat I°]om. boh-codd. 


cor avrn NBCKLP 31. 40. 69. 105. 137 a® c& al. fere, © syrp txt 
Thphyl. Oec.] aurn ecrw A 13 al. ix. mu. cat. arm. vg. syrh et P mg, 


e 
I. 5, 6.] NOTES ON I JOHN 13 


n ayyeua NABKL al. fere.” Cat. Did. Thphylo™™ Oecomm™ yg, 
syr* arm. aeth.] » emayyedua C P 13. 31. 40. 69. 70. 73. 137 a8 al. uixma 
sah. cop.(?) syr? Thphyl*** Oec** ie geen &* (sic). An obvious 
assimilation to a commoner word by careless scribes, 

ar] map 1% 2 (233) OF (154). 

kat 20] om. boh-txt. 

avaryyehNopev] amaryyehouev 18. 40. 69. 98. 100. 137. 180, 57Iect ascr, 

ev avTw ovk estw NACKLP al. pler. cat. vg. arm. syr? Or. Did. 
Aug. ] ov« eri ev avrw B 13. 31 aeth. boh. (uid.) Or. Caes. 


6-10. The relation of man to God as determined by the 
fact that God is light. 

6. This revelation of God is not made to satisfy speculative 
curiosity. It bears directly on practical life. If truly appre- 
hended, it puts aside three false pleas often put forward by men 
to excuse their ‘love of darkness.” 

The first of these pleas is the “indifference of moral 
conduct to spiritual communion.” Fellowship with God is 
impossible where men “walk in darkness.” The light trans- 
forms those who receive it. Those who continue to practise 
the works of darkness cannot be in fellowship with the light. 
To assert the opposite is to state what is contrary to the facts 
as we know them (evddue6a). Now that the revelation of God 
as light has been made by Jesus Christ, such language is a 
deliberate lie. And the actual conduct of those who make such 
a statement belies the claim they put forward to have fellowship 
with God. Their actions are not an expression in life of the 
moral ideal revealed by Jesus Christ. They “do not the truth.” 

édv etnwpev| The form of the sentence introduces a not 
impossible, perhaps a not unlikely, contingency. And the use 
of the first person plural, where the writer is thinking of his 
rexvia, With whom he is in spiritual fellowship, and with whom 
he identifies himself as “‘compassed with infirmity” and not free 
from the dangers to which he knows them to be exposed, is 
an indication that the influence of his opponents had made itself 
felt both in thought and practice among those who were in the 
main still faithful to the “truth” as he conceived it. Throughout 
the Epistle he writes under a pressing sense of danger. He 
is not wasting his weapons on purely hypothetical situations, of 
the realization of which he felt no serious apprehension. 

pet aitod| the Father. The expression must have the same 
reference as the év air@ of the preceding verse. 

év 7o oxdter weprmatopev] Cf. ii, 11, (6 puodv) &v rH oKoria 
mepimaret: JN. Vili. 12, wepurarnoy ev Ty oKoTia: Cf. Jn. xi. g, To. 
The metaphor used by the Lord in the Gospel has already 
become part of the natural religious language of Christian 

The use of mepurareiv of conduct (cf. the Hebrew 45m) is 
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common in S. Paul and S. John. In the Synoptic Gospels it is 
found only in Mk. vii. 5, wepuratotow . . . Kara tiv Tapddoow. 
Cf. Ac. xxi. 21, rots @eow wepurareiv. For the LXX usage, cf. 
Pr. viii. 20, év 680%s Suxavoodvys wepurata: Ec. Xi. 9, wepurare év 
Sd0%s kapdias cov duwpos: and for the use of *‘ walk” in connection 
with dis, Is. ii. 5, Sedre ropevPdpev TS pwr Kuptov. 

For the false views combated in this verse we may compare 
Clem. Al. St. iii. 4. 30, roadra Kal of ard Lpodixov Pevdovipws 
Tvworexods fas abrovs avayopetortes Soypatilovow viovs pév picet 
Tov mpdtov Hod Aéyovres abrovs, KataxpHpevor Se TH edyeveta Kal 
77H ehevdepia Loow ds Bovrovrar’ Bovdovrar be Prryddvws: and 5. 40, 
ddiapdspus Civ Siddoxovow: and later, ras Bios dxivduvos exhexrd. 
Iren. 1. vi. 2, 7d mvevparixdv OédAovow of aidtot evar advvarov 
pbopav Karadégacbar, Kav Sroias cvyKxatayévovtar Tpaseow. 

oxéter| The distinction can hardly be maintained in this 
Epistle between oxéros, “the concrete thing called darkness,” 
and oxoréa, “its abstract quality ” (cf. ii. 11); or, as Dr. Westcott 
defines it, ‘darkness absolutely, opposed to light,” and ‘“ dark- 
ness realized as a state.” The form oxéros occurs only here and 
in Jn. iii. 19 in the Johannine writings. 

08 movodpey Thy Gdydecov] Cf. Jn. ili, 21, 6 8 rowdy tiv 
dAnJevav epxerar mpos TO Pos, va davepwO7 adbrod Ta Epya Oru ev 
6G éotw eipyacpéva, where the thoughts of this verse find 
expression in a positive form. Compare also Neh. ix. 33, éru 
ddynGevav eroinoas: and for the opposite expression, Apoc. xxi. 
27, 6 rodv BdéAvypo Kal Weddos: Xxil. 15, 6 Pidav Kal Tory Weddos. 
To ‘do the truth,” or to “do a lie,” are natural expressions in 
the Johannine system of thought in which dA7@ea has a far wider 
signification than that with which its modern connotation 
familarizes us. The Johannine usage corresponds with the 
meaning of the Hebrew nox, which denotes reliability, faithfulness, 
and therefore, when it refers to what is spoken, ¢rwth. We may 
compare the phrases nox) ION nwy, Gn. xxiv. 49, xlvii. 29; 
Jos. ii.14; 25. xv. 20; and npxa son, 1K. ii. 4, ii. 6; 2 K. xx. 
3; Is. xxxviil. 3. The “truth” has no exclusive reference to 
the sphere of the intellect. It expresses that which is highest, 
most completely in conformity with the nature and will of God, 
in any sphere of being. In relation to man it has to do with 
his whole nature, moral and spiritual as well as intellectual. 
‘‘Speaking” the truth is only one part of “doing” the truth, 
and not the most important. To “do the truth” is to give 
expression to the highest of which he is capable in every sphere 
of his being. It relates to action, and conduct and feeling, as 
well as to word and thought. 

eav] +yap A. 
Tw oKore.] Ta cKoTia LZ 5® (VW), 
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7. “Walking in the light,” ze. the conscious and sustained 
endeavour to live a life in conformity with the revelation of God, 
who is “light,” especially as that revelation has been made 
finally and completely in Jesus Christ, is the necessary condition 
of fellowship. Where this condition is fulfilled, fellowship is 
real. To claim it is no lie. Comp. “The righteous... will 
live in goodness and righteousness, and will walk in eternal 
light” (Book of Enoch xcii. 4). 

aités €or] The contrast is significant. Men “walk” in 
light, God “is” init. Findlay, pp. roo—102, 

pet dddjdov] The strict antithesis to ver. 6, “if we claim 
fellowship with God, while our conduct does not correspond to 
the claim, we lie,” would naturally be, ‘‘if we walk in light we 
can claim fellowship with God.” This has led to the alteration 
of dAAyAwy in some texts, adrod or cum Deo being substituted 
for it. These readings are clearly attempts at simplification. 
The writer follows his usual custom. Instead of contenting 
himself with an exact antithesis, he carries the thought a step 
further. Fellowship among Christians “shows the reality of that 
larger spiritual life which is life in God” (Wstct.). It is based on 
fellowship with God, and it is the active realization of that 
fellowship. As Christians enter into fuller fellowship with each 
other, the more fully they come to live the life ‘“‘in God” into 
which they have been born again. per dAAyAwy cannot mean 
“we with God, and God with us” (Aug. Ew. etc.), nor can it 
mean that we share with each other the Divine indwelling 
(Karl), though mutual fellowship is the first step in the path 
which leads to that. 

kai] And where the endeavour to “walk in light” is carried 
out (it depends on the exercise of man’s will whether or not the 
endeavour is made), the removal of sin, which hinders fellowship 
with God, is possible in consequence of what the Son of God 
has gained for men by His human life, the power of which 
has been set free by death so as to become available for all 
men. 
7d ata «.7.A.] As Westcott has pointed out, the significance 
of “blood” in Jewish thought is most clearly expressed in Ly. 
xvii. 11. The blood “atones” through the life which is said to 
be “in” the blood. The power of Christ’s life, freely rendered 
to God, throughout His life and in His death, and set free by 
death for wider service than was possible under the limitations 
of a human life in Palestine at a definite date, is effective for the 
gradual (xa@apifer) removal of sin in those who attempt to realize 
their union with God in Him. The use of xaOapife. determines 
the sense to be the vemoval of sin rather than the cancelling of 
guilt. As ritual cleanness was the condition of approach to God 
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under the Jewish sacrificial system, so the “ blood” of Christ 
cleans men’s consciences for God’s service and fellowship. See 
Briggs, Zhe Messiah of the Apostles, p. 469. 

kaSapife.] In the Synoptists the word is used especially, of 
cleansing from leprosy (see also its use in Mt. xxiii. 26, 7d evrds; 
Lk. xi. 39, 76 €€wOev). In the Fourth Gospel it does not occur, 
but the adjective xa@apdés is found in the Discourses of the Upper 
Room (xiii. 10, 11, xv. 3). In Acts it is used in the sense of 
‘pronouncing clean” (x. 15, xi. 9), and also (xv. 9) with ras 
Kapoias : ‘cf. 2 Co. fil.t 3 Eph. v. 265 Titi 143 He, ix 14, 22; 
23, x..25 Test. Rubs iv’8 Incthe LXX it is: found as the 
equivalent of nt and mpm in the senses-(z) to cleanse, (2) to 
pronounce clean. The present tense may point to the vijac@ar, 
of which even 6 AeAoupevos has frequent need in his walk through 
a soiling wotld (Jn. xiii. 10). ‘Docet hic locus gratuitam 
peccatorum veniam non semel tantum nobis dari, sed perpetuo 
in ecclesia residere” (Calvin). 

*Ingod ‘tod ulod abroad] Cf. iv. 15, v. 5; He. iv. 14 (dpxrepéa 
péyav . . . “Iycoty tov vidv rod Geot). As man He gained the 
power to help men. As Son of God His help is effective. 

mdons épaptias| Sin in all its forms and manifestations ; 
Mt. xii. 31. Cf Ja. i. 2, mca xapd: Eph. i. 8, waca 
copia: and for the singular, 1 Jn. iii. 4, 8, 9. The writer is 
apparently thinking of sin as an active power, showing itself in 
many forms, rather than of specific acts of sin. Weiss’ inter- 
pretation “‘all sins,” z.e. not only of the pre-Christian period of a 
man’s life, but also those committed in the course of Christian 
life, would require the plural. But in general sense it is correct, 
and rightly throws the emphasis on wéons, sin in whatsoever 
form it may manifest itself. Karl’s limitation of the meaning to 
sins committed before men became Christians (“d. h. von der 
vor dem Christentum begangenen”), is not justified by the words 
used by the writer. And the reason suggested, that “ post- 
Christian” sins require also intercession (/ohannische Studien, 
pp. 18, 82), is a curious instance of the perversion of an excellent 


principle, that of interpreting the Epistle by the help of the 
Epistle itself. 


de] om. 29. 66** harl.* boh-txt. | ecrw] ambulat, boh-txt. 


eT adAnrwvy & ACT BCK LP etc.) per avrov A* “4 tol, Clem. Tert. 
Did. : cum Deo, harl. 


Tov vou aurou ww xv 7? (33) J# 192 (378), 
inoov 8 BC P 29. 69** ascr fu. syrschet p txt sah, Doh=txt. arm. aetht° 


Clem. Fulg.] +Xpurov A K Lal. pler. cat. vg. boh-codd. syr? c* aethPP 
Tert. Aug. Bed. 


Tov viov avrov] om. aeth. Aug. (semel) Z¢ 174, 


KaOapiger] KaBapirer 5. 106, r3lect rglect al,2 scr; KaPaprer 6. 7. 29. 66** 
Aug. (675): purgadzt, sah, cop. 
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8. The second false plea denies the abiding power of sin as a 
principle in one who has committed sins. To those who hold 
such a view, sin ceases to be of any importance. It is merely a 
passing incident which leaves behind it no lasting consequences. 
The plea rests on self-deception. It can only be maintained by 
those who shut their eyes to the teaching of experience, in them- 
selves or in others. And they lead themselves astray. The 
consequences must be fatal unless men acknowledge their 
mistake and retrace their steps. 

éav eimwpev] For the general idea, cf. Pr. xx. 9, tis mappyovd- 
getat KaGapos elvat aro dpuaptiav, and xxvili. 13, 6 émiKkadvrrwv 
acéBeay Eavtod odk edodwOyoerar 

dpaptiav obk éxonev] Cf. riot exe, to have faith, as an active 
principle working in us and forming our character. To “have 
sin” is not merely a synonym for to commit sins. This is 
necessitated by the contrast demanded by ver. 10 between 
dpaptiav odk éxouev and ovdx jpaptyxapev. “Sin” is the principle 
of which sinful acts are the several manifestations. So long asa 
Christian commits sins, sin is an active power working in him; 
and its power still remains after the forgiveness of sins which he 
received at his baptism. To deny this is to refuse to accept the 
teaching of experience. 

In the N.T. the use of the phrase dpapriay éxew is confined 
to this Epistle and the Fourth Gospel (ix. 41, xv. 22, 24, xix. 11). 
The meaning of the phrase in the Gospel has been raised as an 
objection to the interpretation given above. It is maintained 
that in the Gospel it has a quite definite sense, and that it 
“specifically denotes the guiltiness of the sin” (Law, Zhe Tests 
of Life, p. 130); and it is suggested that the meaning here must 
be, “If we say that we have no guilt, no responsibility for the 
actions, wrong in themselves, which we have committed.” It 
is probably true that as compared with the simple verb the 
phrase accentuates the ideas of guilt and responsibility. And 
in the passages in the Gospel where the phrase occurs these 
ideas are prominent. But they are contained in the Hebrew 
conception of sin, emphatically developed in the teaching of 
the N.T., rather than in the one expression as opposed to the 
other. He who has committed sin is responsible for his action, 
just as much as he who “has sin” and who feels, or should 
feel, in himself the presence of a power which manifests itself 
in his sinful acts. And though the idea of guilt is prominent 
in the use of the phrase in the Gospel, especially in xv. 22, 
where the antithesis, “‘ Now they have no excuse for their sin,” 
must be noticed, it does not exhaust the meaning of the phrase 
as used there. Cf. ix. 41, ei tupdAol re ok Gv elyere dwapriav. 
If they had been as ignorant, and conscious of their ignorance, 
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as the man whom they had condemned, they might have learned, 
and whatever “sin” they had would have lost its power. But 
their refusal to see the truth when it was presented to them, 
and their insistence that they knew, in spite of this, gave their 
sin an abiding power over them. Henceforth it could prevent 
any possibility of their seeing the truth. And the same idea 
is present in ch. xv. The rejection of Christ’s words by His 
opponents had given sin a power over them, which it could 
never have had but for their missing the opportunity of better 
things. As it was, they not only had “‘sin” as an active power 
established in them and working its will, but they had no 
excuse to offer for its presence there (xpddacw ov« éxovow wept 
THs duaprias ad’rév, which cannot mean “they have no excuse 
for their guilt,” and which is not merely antithetical but adds 
a further point). This meaning is especially clear in ver. 24. 
The “sin” which had got its hold, in consequence of their 
rejecting Him in spite of what He had done among them, had 
conceived and brought forth hate (vdv S& Kat éwpdxacw Kal 
pemonkacw is the contrast to duapriav ov« elyorav), And the 
phrase may possibly be used with something of the same 
meaning in xix. 11, 6 wapadidobs . . . peifova duapriay éye, though 
in this case the simpler meaning ‘the greater guilt” is more 
plausible. But even here the thought may be of the power 
which sin acquires over him who admits it. Sin could now 
work with more fatal power in the High Priest, who knew the 
relative power of God and of the Roman governor, and who 
incited him to his crime against justice, than in Pilate, who in 
spite of his greater power was more ignorant than the Jew. 
Even if the phrase meant no more in the Gospel than the 
denotation of the “guiltiness of the agent,” it would not 
necessarily bear exactly the same meaning in the Epistle. The 
writer likes to put new meaning into the phrases he repeats. 
But probably, though the exact xwance may be different in the 
two writings, the fundamental idea expressed is the same. It is 
the special characteristic of the writer that he loves to use his 
phrases, of which his store is but scanty, with slightly different 
shades of meaning. 

éautods mAav@pev] The phrase, as contrasted with the simple 
mAavipeba, emphasizes the agent’s responsibility for the mistake. 
The evidence is there; only wilful blindness refuses to accept 
it. We have no excuse for the sin which we “have,” in spite of 
our denial of the fact. See Findlay, p. 106. 

mAavav always suggests the idea of leading astray from the 
right path (cf. il. 26, ill. 7; Jn. vii. 12; Apoc. ii. 20, xii. 9, etc.). 
The mistake must have fatal consequences until we lead ourselves 
back into the way of truth. 


& 
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kat 4 ddnbeva «.7.A.] The statement that we have not sin, shows 
that those who make it have not “truth” working in them as an 
inner and effective principle. For the meaning of “truth,” cf. 
note on ver. 6. It is more than the sense of truth, uprightness 
and honesty of self-examination and self-knowledge (cf. Rothe, 
ad loc.). It can be regarded both objectively and subjectively, 
either as something that can be done (ver. 6), an external 
standard in accordance with which actions must be shaped, or 
as an inner principle, working from within and moulding a man’s 
inner life. 


ovx ety SB Lal. pler. sah. syrP aeth. Tert. Ocec.] post nuuw ACK P 5. 
13. 31%. 65. 69. 137. 180 aS al.?Scr cat. m” vg. syrP arm. Thphyl. Cyp. 
Leif. Aug. Probably an accidental alteration, possibly due to Latin in- 
fluence, and, at any rate, naturally maintained in Latin authorities. 


9. The existence of sin, even in those who have entered 
the Christian community, is a patent fact. But it does not 
make impossible that fellowship with God which sin interrupts. 
In those who acknowledge the fact, God has provided for its 
forgiveness and removal. 

motos Kal Sixatos] Not “faithful decause He is just,” and 
justice in His relation to men includes the necessity of His 
fulfilling the promises which He has made. The two adjectives 
are co-ordinate. God’s faithfulness is shown in the fulfilment 
of His promises. He is just, in that, in spite of men’s failures 
to fulfil their obligations, He remains true to the covenant which 
He made with them; and this includes forgiveness on certain 
conditions. It is probable that throughout the Bible this idea 
of faithfulness to His covenant in spite of man’s unfaithfulness, 
is the primary signification of dixasocivy Geod. Cf. He. x. 23, 
muaros 6 érayyetAdpevos, and Ro. iil. 25, eis évderEw THs Sixarocvvys 
airod dia THY Taper TY TpoyEyovOTwY duapTydTwY év TH davoxH 
Tov Oeov. 

iva] Defines the sphere in which the faithfulness and the 
justice are shown. In view of the usage of the writer, and 
the frequency of the definitive ta in papyrus documents, it is 
difficult to maintain the “‘telic” force of iva throughout the 
N.T. It may be worth while to collect (roughly) the passages 
in the Johannine books where the “telic” force has given way 
to the definitive: Jn. i. 27, d&cos iva Avow: il. 25, od xpelay elyev 
iva TUS paprypycy : iv. 47, npwTa va xataBy: v. 7, avOpwrov ovK 
exo 2 ss iva Bary : vi. 29, TodTd éote TO Epyov iva motevyte : 
39, TovTo early TO GéAnpa... Wa... mij drod€ow: cf. 40; Vili. 
56, 7yaAAaoaro Wo. By : iP a ovverebewrTo .. . Wa édy tis adrov 
dporoyjnon Xpiorov arocvvdywyos yevyran : xi. 50, ouppepea.. . iva 
droddvy: 57, deddxecav . . . evroAds iva édv TIS VP... pyvion: 
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xii, 23, ednArvbev 7 dpa tva Sofacby : xiii, 1, 7AOev adrod H dpa 
iva pera : 2, BeBAnKoros «is THY kapdiay & iva mapasot : 29, A€yet 


avr ... Wadd: 34, evtoAny Kawiy didwpe tva dyamare : XV. 12, 
avrn éorly 7 ero... va dyamare: 13, pellova ravrys... 
iva... THY Woynv... OF: xvi. 2, epxerar dpa wa was 6 


drroxreivas bpas dd€y : 7 oupdpéper rare va . . . GréAOw: 30, ov 
xpelav exes wa... épura : 32; Epxerau dpa Kal ehijvdev iva 
oKoprurGijre : XVii. 3, adrn éotlv 7 aidveos lor wva ywaoxwow : 
15; épwT® iva dpys : 24, Oékw va... Sow: xviii. 39; gore Se 
ouv7beva is ee Soke drodtow : xix. 325 Npornoay subi Seba 
Kareayoow : 38, porno .. . iva doy. 1 Je 1,037, 00 xpelav 
éxere iva TLS Sddory : lil. I, TOT ATV dydrny dddwxev see iva 
KAnOdpev: 11, aden eotly H ayye\ia . . . va ayarGmev: 23, atry 
eorly 7 decent, adrov tva murtevowpev: iv. 17, ev TovTw TeTEAEiwTaL 
.. Wa mappyciav éxwmev: 21, Tavryv THv évToARv EXOMEV ss 
va... dyamd: V. 3, adry eotly y aydry . . . va... THpdpev: 
1G, BUA >e0 Aeyo iva eporijoy. 2 Jn. 6, avry eotly 4» ayamn, iva 
TEPLTATOMEV, airy a évroAy) cor 6a e iva mepirarnre. 3 Jn. 4, 
peilorepay ToUTev odk éxw xapay, iva axovw, Apoc. vi. 11, éppeOn 
avrots iva avarravowvrat : xiii. 12, ToLel eipkey Us iva TPOTKVVYTOVCLY : 
13, move onpeta peydda, iva wip mop... karaBaivew : ae 
mourn [asae } sstiteles drroxravOdow : 16, woul wdvras .. . Wa Sdow 
avTols [kai] a la By TLS dvvynrat ayopacat : xix. 8, e000 avrh iva 
mepiBardynra, Though a few of them might possibly be inter- 
preted differently, there is abundant evidence to establish the 
usage. 
apf] The determination of the meaning of this word from 
the sense of “send away” is tempting but unsound. Those 
who can remember the light which was thrown, at least for 
themselves, on the whole subject of forgiveness, by F. D. 
Maurice’s insistence on the view that advévat means to “send 
away,” and not to let off a penalty or to cancel a debt, will 
always be grateful for what he said on the subject. But though 
right in substance, it must be confessed that linguistically his 
interpretation cannot be defended. The application of the word 
to “sin” is almost certainly suggested by the metaphor of the 
remission or cancelling of debts. At the same time it must be 
remembered that, as in the case of most metaphorical expressions 
which are used to emphasize some particular point of similarity, 
in respect of which comparison is possible, it is confusing to 
transfer all the associations of the metaphor to the new subject 
which it is used to illustrate. As applied to “sins” it suggests 
the cancelling of the outstanding debt, the removal of that 
barrier to intercourse between man and God which is set up by 
sin. And the transaction must be real and not imaginary. God 
cannot treat it as non-existent, unless it has been actually or 
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potentially removed or destroyed. dduévor is used in the N.T. 
in the sense of “remission” in the following passages: with 
dpeiAnpo or dpedAy, Mt. vi. 12, xvili. 32: with qapdrrwpa, 
Mt. vi. 14, 15; Mk. xi. 26: with dyapria or dudprynpa, Mt. ix. 
Bern, XU, TE Mies Sy 7,1 O, 16, lil, 28,.1¥. 125 4K--v, 20, 
21, 23, 24, Vil 47-49, Xi. 4, cf. xvii. 3, 43 Jn. xx. 235 Ja.v.15; 
1 Jn. ii. 12: with ro ddvov, Mt. xviii. 27 ; without a direct object 
(or subject), Mt. xii. 32, xviii. 21, 35; Lk. xxiii. 34, also in Mk. 
xi. 25, Lk. xii. 10; with 7 éwivoa rhs Kapdias, Ac. viii. 22; with 
dvopia, Ro. iv. 7 (=Ps. xxxii. 1). The use of xparety in Jn. 
xx. 23 must be interpreted in the light of this usage of ddvévas. 
It stands by itself in the N.T. 

KaBapion . . . dduias| Cf. Jer. xl. 8, Kal Kabapid abrods dad 
Tacav Tav doiKiav aitdv &y yydproody pot. In daduévar the 
metaphor is borrowed from the cancelling of debt, but the 
idea which the metaphor is used to illustrate is ethical. There 
is therefore no need to equate the meaning of xa@apilew to 
that of d¢vévar. It should certainly be interpreted in an ethical 
sense. 

tdons adixias| Cf. radons duaprias. Injustice in whatever form 
it may manifest itself. déixéa denotes injustice, failure to main- 
tain right relations with other men or with God. If God is 
faithful to forgive sins according to His promise, He is also 
“just,” not only to fulfil the terms of His covenant, but also to 
provide for the cleansing or removal of those injustices of which 
men have been guilty in their relations with God or with other 
men. 

eayv]+de 721 (216). 

npsv] om. arm-codd. sah. 

quaprtas (29) A BC K L P al. pler. m tol. vg™e Cyp. Hier. Aug. 

Thphyl. Oec.J+nuev BC 5. 26. 68. 69. 98 ast jst vg. syr#tt sah. boh- 
txt. arm. aeth. Dam. Aug. Hier. : ea boh-cod.: +7acas /414 (210). 
nyas]om. C | adixias] pr. awaprias kat O* (154). 


10. The third false plea is the denial of the fact of having 
committed sin. Though a man may allow the abiding power of 
sin as a principle in those who have sinned, or the existence of 
sin in Christians after forgiveness, he may yet deny that he has 
himself sinned. To do so is to deny the truth of God’s revela- 
tion. Apart from actual statements in Scripture (cf. Ps. xiii. 
(xiv.) 3, lii. (liii.) 2), the whole plan of God’s dealings with men 
is based on the assumption that all have sinned. ‘To deny the 
fact in our own case is to make Him a liar, since it is implied 
in His whole message to us. His word can have no place in 
the development of our being. 

fpaptixapey] have committed no act of sin, of which the 
consequences remain. 
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evorny] Cf. Jn. viii. 44, 55; 1 Jn. ii. 4, 22, iv. 20. And for 
the exact phrase, 1 Jn. v. Io. : 

& Méyos] Like the truth, the word can be viewed objectively 
or subjectively, an external message or an inward force effective 
and active in men. ‘There is, of course, no reference to the 
personal Logos, though the word implies a more personal 
relationship than éAjOea. It suggests the speaker. Cf. Jn. vil. 
37, 6 Adyos 6 éuds od xwpe ev buiy: He.iv.12; Ja.i.213; 1 Jn. il. 14. 

ouk ecTw] post nuw 69. 137 a&* arm. syr? arm. Thphyl. 
nu |+ habitans, AYM-O8se. 


(2) ii. 1-6. Further statement of the conditions of fellowship. 
Knowledge and obedience. 

1, 2. The remedy for sin (in the case of those who acknow- 
ledge that they have sinned, in contrast with i. 10). 

3-5a. Obedience the sign of knowledge. 

5b, 6. Imitation the sign of union. 

1. The recognition of the universality of sin, from which even 
Christians are not actually free, might lead to a misconception of 
its true character. Men might easily pass too lenient judgments 
on its heinousness, and ignore the responsibility of those who 
give way to its promptings. If it is impossible for any one, even 
the Christian, to escape sin, why condemn with such uncom- 
promising severity failures for which men cannot reasonably be held 
responsible? Why strive so earnestly against what is inevitable ? 
The writer hastens to warn his readers against such conclusions. 
Sin is wholly antagonistic to the Christian ideal; his whole 
object in trying to set out that ideal more clearly is to prevent 
sin, not to condone it. His aim in writing is to bring about 
‘“‘sinlessness” (iva pay audpryte). And the Christian scheme 
includes means by which such an aim may be gradually realized. 
Whenever any one gives way to any act of sin, such as must 
interrupt the intercourse and fellowship between men and God, 
which it is the great aim of Christ’s work to establish, the means 
exist by which this fellowship may be restored. Christians have 
an “advocate” with the Father (xpés: cf. i. 2), who is able and 
willing to plead their cause, to present their case truly and com- 
pletely, to transact their business, to speak for them, if non-legal 
phrases convey the meaning more clearly. And His mediation 
is addressed to one who is Father of both Advocate and suppliants, 
as eager as they can be that the fellowship should be restored, on 
the only terms on which such fellowship caz be restored, the 
removal of the sin which has interrupted it. 

texvia, pou] The ‘‘ Elder,” who is perhaps the representative of 
a generation which has almost passed away, naturally thinks of 
the younger generation to whom he is speaking as his “ children.” 
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And when he wishes to emphasize the importance of the thought 
which he has to teach, he naturally falls into the language of 
affectionate endearment. Whether he is thinking of them as his 
*sons in the faith,” who owe their conversion to Christianity to 
his ministry, is uncertain. We do not know the historical 
circumstances of the case with sufficient accuracy to determine. 
taita]| must refer to the contents of the whole Epistle, already 
present to the mind of the writer, rather than to the preceding 
chapter or any part of it, though to some extent the main 
teaching of the Epistle has been already declared in outline. 

iva ph dpdptyte| The aorist suggests definite acts of sin rather 
than the habitual state, which is incompatible with the position 
of Christians who are in truth what their name implies. 
Those who are bathed need not save to wash their feet; cf. 
Jue xi-10. 

kat édy] The sentence introduced by these words is not 
contrasted with the preceding, but added to it “as a continuous 
piece of one message.” The writer’s object is to produce 
“sinlessness.” And this is not a fruitless aspiration after an 
ideal which cannot possibly be realized, for the means of dealing 
with the sin which he desires to combat are at hand. 

tapdxdytos| Most of the information which is of real import- 
ance in determining the meaning and usage of this word in the 
Johannine writings (it is not found elsewhere in the N.T.) is to 
be found in the notes of Wettstein and Westcott. The article 
on the word in Hastings’ Dictionary of the Bible (iii. 665) gives a 
very clear summary of the evidence; cf. also Julicher’s shorter 
statement in the Encyclopaedia Biblica (iii. 3567). 

The passages where it occurs in the N.T. are Jn. xiv. 16, 26, 
xv. 26, xvi. 7; I Jn. ii. 1. The meaning ‘‘advocate” is clearly 
needed in the Epistle, it is possible in xv. 26, and probable in 
xvi. 7. In xiv. 16, 26 it must have the wider and less technical 
meaning of one called in to help. 

As regards the use of the verb zapaxaAety, it has the sense of 
comfort in the LXX (cf. Gn. xxxvii. 35, where it is used with 
reference to Jacob) and in the N.T. (cf. Mt. v. 4, dze adroit 
mapaxAynOycovra:, where the influence of Is. lxi. 2, wapaxadéoar 
mavras Tovs revOodvras, is clear). The use of mapdéKAynous in the 
sense of comfort is also well established (cf. 2 Co. i. 3, 4, dua THs 
TrapakAnoews HS Tapaxarovpefa). But its original meaning was to 
send for, summon to one’s aid, corresponding to the Latin aduocare. 
The following passages are often quoted: Xen. Anad. 1. 6. 5, 
KXéapxov mapexdrdece otpBovdov, Os . .. eddKer mporiunOjvac 
pddiora tov “BAAjvev: Aesch. Cres. 200, ti det ce Arpoobévyy 
mapakadelv ; OTav TapaKadys KaKoupyov avOpwrov Kal Texvirny Adywv 
kAerteas THY akpdacw. With this corresponds the classical use 


24 THE EPISTLES OF S. JOHN (II. 1. 


‘of the word wapdkAyros. It is used as an adjective; cf. Dion. 
Cass. xlvi. 20, rv dyopav . . . SovAwy wapaxAyrwv tANpwoas, but 
more often absolutely ; cf. Demosthenes, de Falsa Legatione, 341, 
at rév mapaxdyjtwv adra Seqres Kal orovdal roy iiwy wAcovesidv 
elvexa yiyvovrat. Diogenes Laertius, iv. 7, Bion. pos rov 
adorgaxnv Aurapodvta ait@® ovdrdAaBrOa? 1d ixavdv gor Tore, 
€dy mapaxArjrous means Kal ur adrds €XO7s. The meaning of the 
word is thus clearly wider than that of ‘advocate ” in English. 
Though it is used specially in connection with the law courts, it 
denotes any friend called upon to give help, either by pleading 
or giving evidence, or in virtue of his position and power. Its 
Latin equivalent is “‘aduocatus,” rather than “ patronus,” which 
corresponds more in meaning to our ‘‘advocate.” The dis- 
tinction is clearly defined by Asconius Pedianus, in a note on 
Cicero, iz Q. Caectlium, “ Qui defendit alterum in iudicio, aut 
patronus dicitur, si orator est, aut aduocatus si aut ius suggerit, 
aut praesentiam suam commodat amico.” 

The form of the word is passive (cf. xAnrds, ékAexrds, 
dyaryrés, etc.). It must mean one who is called to the side of 
the suppliant, not one who comforts or consoles, or exhorts. 
The meaning “ comforter ” or ‘‘consoler” can attach to the word 
only in so far as that expresses the good office which he who is 
called in performs for the friend who claims his help. 

The usage of the Septuagint corresponds. In Zec. i. 13, 


mapakAytixés is used to translate the Hebrew DNDN, prjwara 
Kara kal Adyous TapaxAynrixov’s. In Job xvi. 2, O39 is translated 


by wapaxdijrwp (rapaxdyjropes kaxdv mwévres). But it should be 
noticed that two of the later versions (Aquila, Theodotion) render 
it by wapdxAnro.. Symmachos has wapyyopodvres, an indication 
that in later Greek the meaning of rapd«Ayows was beginning to 
influence that of rapdxAyrTos. 

Philo’s usage corresponds with the classical. The Paraclete 
is the advocate or intercessor; cf. de Josepho, c. 40, duvnotiav 
drdvtTwv mapéxw Tov eis Eue wempaypevor’ pydevds Erépov deiobe 
mapakAyjtov: de Vita Moysis, iil. 14, the High Priest is said rightly 
to bear the symbol of the Logos (ré Aoyetoy is the LXX expres- 
sion for the breast-plate), dveyxatov yao Hv tov iepduevov TO TOd 
Kdopov Tarpt rapaxAyrw xpjoGa TeAcLoTatw THv dperiy viG mpds TE 
duvnorelav Guaptnudrwv Kat xopyylav apOovwrdrwy dyabay, where 
the parallel to the Johannine thought is clearly marked, whether 
the Cosmos or the Logos is to be regarded as the “son perfect 
in virtue” who is used as Paraclete. In another passage usually 
quoted, de Opijicio Mundi, c. 6, odd8ert 8 wapaxdyjre* tis yap iv 
erepos, povy Se éauTd xpyodmevos 6 Oeds éyvw Seiv edepyereiv . . . 
THv . » . gvow, Jilicher may be right in saying that the only 
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feasible meaning is something like “instructor,” “adviser,” so 
far as concerns the duty which the Paraclete is needed to perform ; 
but the point of the sentence is that God confers His benefits on 
nature A/zmsedf, without using the help or services of another. 
Cf. also Zn Flaccum, §§ 3, 4. 

The word occurs as a loan-word in the Targum and Talmudic 
literature, in the sense of helper, intercessor, advocate. It is 
used in the Targum on Job xvi. 20 and xxxili. 23 as a paraphrase 
of ySn taken in the sense of “ interpreter.” The latter passage is 
especially interesting, as showing the late Jewish view of the need 
of angelic agency to “redeem a man from going to the pit.” 

In the Talmud, pysprp is used for “advocate,” in opposition 
to WIMP (Karjyopos; cf. Apoc. xii. 10, 6 Karyywp). “He who 
performs one precept has gotten to himself one paraclete, and 
he who commits one transgression has gotten to himself one 
accuser” (Pirke Aboth, iv. 15; Taylor, p. 69). ‘“ Whosoever is 
summoned before the court for capital punishment is saved only 
by powerful paracletes ; such paracletes man has in repentance 
and good works; and if there are nine hundred and ninety-nine 
accusers, and only one to plead for his exoneration, he is saved” 
(Shab. 32a). The sin-offering is like the paraclete before God ; 
it intercedes for man, and is followed by another offering, a 
thank-offering for the pardon obtained (Sifra, Megora iii. 3). 
These and other passages are quoted in the Jewish Encyclopaedia, 
5.v. (ix. 515). The same usage is found in early Christian 
literature, where the use of the word is independent of the 
Johannine use of the term; cf. 2 Clement. vi. 9, tis juav wapa- 
KAntos éorar éav pr etpeOSpev epya exovres dove Kat Sixasa; 
Barnabas, c. xx. xatamovotvres Tov OAtBdopuevov, wAovoiwy mapa- 
kAnro, TevYyTwY avopot KptTal. 

The connection of the word with the ordinary meaning of 
mapaxAyots is found in Rufinus’ translation of the De Principits ; 
cf. il. 7. 3, “‘Paracletus uero quod dicitur Spiritus sanctus, a 
consolatione dicitur. Paraclesis enim Latine consolatio appel- 
latur.” He goes on to suggest that the word may have a 
different meaning when applied to the Holy Spirit and to Christ. 
““Videtur enim de Saluatore Paracletus dici deprecator. 
Utrumque enim significat in Graeco Paracletus, et depre- 
catorem et consolatorem.” 

Origen seems to have understood the word in the sense 
of “intercessor.” Cf. Comm. in Joann. i. 38, tiv mept jydv 
mpos Tov Tatépa tpootaciav avrov dSyAot wapaxahodytos trép Tis 
dvOpdrwv dicews Kal itacKkopévov, Os 6 TapdkAnTos Kal thacpds. 

In Chrysostom it has the sense of “comforter,” Hom. in Jo. 
75, éredy yap ovderw airov éyvwxdras eixos Hy opddpa emilyretv 
tiv ovvovoiav éxeivyv, TA pyyata, THY KaTa TdpKA aiTod Tapovoiay, 
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cal pydepiav SéxecOar mapapvbiav amdvros’ th pyow ; épwrjcw Tov 
matépa kat ddNov mapdkAyntov Sacer tyiv’ Tovréativ’ GAXov ws EE. 

In Cyril of Jerusalem the sense is not limited to that of 
“comforting” ; cf. Catechesis, xvi. 20, IlapaxAnros d€ xadetras, dud 
TO Tapaxadely Kat wapaprvbeicbar Kal ovvavtiAapBdverOur tis 
doOeveias yov: Ro. viii. 26 being quoted in support, with the 
explanation of trepevrvyxdve “ dpAov Se dtu mpds Tov Gedy.” 

The evidence of the old Latin Version is similar. In the 
Epistle ‘‘aduocatus” is used, in the Gospel either ‘ aduocatus ” 
or “‘paraclitus.” This is not seriously affected by the evidence 
adduced by Ronsch (/tala w. Vulgata, p. 348), that “aduocare ” 
acquired the meaning of “to comfort” (cf. Tertullian, adv. Mare. iv. 
14, where the rapaxadéoat rods wevOotvras of Is. Ixi. 2 is translated 
“aduocare \anguentes.” ‘‘ Advocare” is a natural translation of 
mapakaXecv (cf. Tert. Pudicit. 13; Iren. 11. 1x. 3, Vv. xv. 1, and the 
Vulgate of Is. xl. 2, quoted by Ronsch), and owes any connection 
with the idea of “comforting” that it may have to that fact. 
Augustine’s “ Paracletus, id est Consolator,” throws no light on 
the meaning and usage of the Greek word. The other versions 
do not throw much light on the subject. In Syriac, Arabic, 
Aethiopic, and Bohairic it is transliterated, and in the Sahidic also 
in the Gospel, while it has “ he that prayeth for us” in the Epistle. 
The Vulgate has “ Paracletus ” in the Gospel and “ Aduocatus ” in 
the Epistle. This, no doubt, influenced the modern versions. 
Wycliffe renders ‘‘ Comforter” in the Gospel and ‘‘ Advocate ” in 
the Epistle ; and Luther also has “Troster” in the Gospel and 
**Fursprecher” in the Epistle. 

Thus the evidence of early use supports the evidence of the 
form of the word, which is naturally passive. Its meaning must 
be ‘fone called to the side of” him who claims the services of 
the called. The help it describes is generally assistance of some 
sort or other in connection with the courts of law; but it has a 
wider signification also,—the help of any one who “lends his 
presence” to his friend. Any kind of help, of advocacy, inter- 
cession, or mediation may be suggested by the context in which 
itis used. In itself it denotes merely “one cailed in to help.” 
In the Epistle the idea of one who pleads the Christian’s cause 
before God is clearly indicated, and ‘‘advocate” is the most 
satisfactory translation. This sense suits some of the passages 
in which it is used in the Gospel; in the others it suggests one 
who can be summoned to give the help that is needed in a 
wider sense. ‘There is no authority for the sense of ‘‘ Comforter,” 
either in the sense of “strengthener” or “ consoler,” which has 
been so generally connected with it in consequence of the 
influence of Wycliffe and Luther, except Patristic interpretations 
of its meaning in S. John. 
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The suggestion of Zimmern (Vater, Sohn, u. Fiirsprecher in 
der babylonischen Gottesvorstel/ung), that its use in Christian and 
Jewish thought may be connected with the Babylonian myth 
of the intervention of Nusku (the Fire God), who “‘acts as the 
advocate of men at the instance of Ea and Marduk,” has not 
been favourably received. So far as concerns the Johannine use 
of the term Paraclete, far simpler explanations are to be found 
in its use in Philo and Rabbinic Judaism. In reality it hardly 
needs explanation. It was probably a common word, and the 
obvious one to use. Moulton and Milligan (Zxfositor, vol. x., 
1910) quote the illustrations of its use, one from “a very illiterate 
letter” of the second century A.D. where it has been restored 
(BU 6011”), kat rov épaBdva rod Zapamiwvos wapaxdos (/. wapa- 
kAytos) dédwxa avtd, where they suggest that it may mean “on 
being summoned,” and an instance of the use of amapdxAyrOos, 
OGIS 248% (175-161 B.C.), daapaxAyrovs. 

Deissmann (Licht von Osten, p. 243, n. 1) lays stress on the 
use of the word in Aramaic as a proof of its frequency in vulgar 
Greek. Its use in the Targums and Talmudic Literature is 
important. The extent of the author’s acquaintance with 
Rabbinic thought is at last beginning to be recognized. 

éxouev] Augustine’s comment is worth quoting, “ Maluit se 
ponere in numero peccatorum ut haberet aduocatum Christum, 
quam ponere se pro Christo aduocatum et inueniri inter dam- 
nandos superbos.” As frequently the writer identifies himself 
with the rest of the Christian Body. They actually possess and 
have experience of the means, which are fotentially available for 
the whole world. And the need is felt by the whole Church, 
not because any of them might, but whenever any one does fall. 
The lapse of one is a matter which concerns the whole body 
(édv Tus . . . éxoper). 

*Incodv Xpiotov Sixarov] As true man (Iycotv), He can state 
the case for men with absolute knowledge and real sympathy. 
As God’s anointed messenger to men (Xpiorév), He is naturally 
fitted for the task and acceptable to Him before whom He 
pleads. As décarvos He can enter the Presence from which all 
sin excludes. He needs no advocate for Himself. Comp. 
Book of Enoch xxxviii. 2, lili. 6, where the Messiah is called 
“the Righteous One.” 


apaprnre] apaprayynre 14*. 69. 137 aS Cyr. Dam. 
kat] om. boh-codd. 

eay Tis auaprn] sz peccetés, arm-codd. 

marepa] Oeov arm. Eus. Did. : deum patrem, Tert. Cels. ad Vigil. 
Inoovv Xpicrov] post dicasov 7* 182 (378). 

Xpiorov] om. J? 161* (173):+ Dominum nostrum et boh-cod. 
Guxacov] for cae 7° 7 (29): om. L> © (498): suffragatorem Cyp-cod. 
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2. aités x.7.d.] “ Himself is a propitiation for our sins.” His 
advocacy is valid, because He can Himself bear witness that 
the only condition on which fellowship between God and man 
can be restored has actually been fulfilled, ze. the removal of 
the sin by which the intercourse was interrupted. He is not 
only the High Priest, duly qualified to offer the necessary pro- 
pitiation, but also the propitiation which He offers. The writer’s 
meaning is most safely determined by reference to Old Testament 
theories of sacrifice, or rather of propitiation, In spite of the 
absence of direct quotations, there can be no doubt that the 
author of this Epistle is greatly indebted to the Old Testament. 
If the hand is the hand of a Hellene, it expresses the thought 
of a Jew. His mind is steeped in the thoughts of the Old 
‘Testament. Though he has lived among Greeks and learned 
to express himself simply in their language, and to some extent 
has made himself acquainted with Hellenic thought, he is 
really as much a stranger and a sojourner among them as his 
fathers were. He may have some acquaintance with Gnostic 
theories of redemption, which Greek thought had been borrowing 
from the East from at least the beginning of the century before 
Christ, his own thoughts on the subject are the outcome of his 
knowledge of the Scriptures. His views on propitiation there- 
fore, as on all other subjects, must be considered in the light of 
the Old Testament. 

The object of propitation in Jewish thought, as shown in 
their Scriptures, is not God, as in Greek thought, but man, who 
has estranged himself from God, or the sins which have inter- 
vened between him and his God. They must be “covered” 
before right relations can be restored between the Deity and 
His worshippers. This is the dominant thought in the sacrificial 
system of the priestly code. It is the natural outcome of the 
sufferings of the nation before and during the Exile which had 
deepened their sense of sin, and of Jehovah’s estrangement from 
His people. The joyous sacrificial feast which the Deity shares 
with His worshippers consequently gives place, in national 
thought and feeling, to the ritual of the day of Atonement and 
the whole system of sin-, trespass-, and guilt-offering. Both ideas, 
the sacrificial feast which forms the ground of closer union between 
God and men, and the propitiatory offering by means of which 
interrupted relations can be restored, have, of course, their 
counterpart in Christian thought and teaching. But it is the 
latter which dominates the writer’s thought here, in an age in 
which failure and disappointment are fast clouding the clearer 
vision of God. The dominant idea which is common both to 
the Old Testament type and the Christian counterpart is that 
of the absolute holiness of God, who dwells in the light to which 
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no man can approach, till he has put away the sin which cannot 
enter the presence of God. So far as the means are concerned, 
the ceremonial has given way to the spiritual. The work of the 
Christ, who in His life and death freely and voluntarily offered 
Himself in complete surrender to the will of God and the work 
of righteousness, has made possible the removal of the sin which 
keeps men from God. So far as they attach themselves to Him 
their sins are covered, for the possibility of their final removal 
is assured. 


avros] om. boh-cod. 

tacos] post ecrw A 68. 180 vg. syrs Eus. Or. Cypr. Hil. Aug. 

de Twv nwerepwv] J 36 ( —) se 16, 

de] om. J* 34 (137) X 599, 

povor] wovwv B I. 21. 33. 37. 66*. 80*. 1o1* al. pauc. sah, boh-codd., 
(uid.) Or. 


8. The author has stated that his object in writing is to 
produce sinlessness, and that if sin intervenes to interrupt the 
fellowship between man and God, there is a remedy (vv. 1, 2). 
He now proceeds to point out the signs of Christian life, as 
realized in knowledge of God and union with God. They are 
to be found in obedience and in Christ-like conduct. Knowledge 
of God includes, of course, much more than obedience to His 
commands, but its genuineness and reality can be thus tested. 
The writer can conceive of no real knowledge of God which 
does not issue in obedience, wherever the Divine will has been 
revealed in definite precepts. 

In the Johannine system, ‘‘ knowledge” is never a purely 
intellectual process.1 It is acquired by the exercise of all the 
faculties of intellect, heart, and will. Fellowship and acquaint- 
ance are its cognate ideas. It is developed in the growing 
experience of intercourse. This conception, which dominates 
the whole Old Testament idea of “knowing God” and of God 
“ knowing” men (cf. Am. iii. 2), is similarly developed in S. Paul’s 
“knowing God, or rather being known of Him” (Gal. iv. 9). 
The stress laid in the Johannine writings on the true knowledge 
of God is certainly connected with the necessity which the author 
felt of combating certain stages of Gnostic thought. But to see 
in the language of this and other similar verses of this Epistle 
any necessary reference to the particular stage of second- 
century Gnosticism which immediately preceded the more 
definite systems of Marcion and Valentinus, is precarious. We 
know too little about the development of Gnostic ideas before 
Basilides to say eter that the stage of Gnosticism implied in 
the Fourth Gospel had or had not been reached by the year 


1 << Dei cognitio res est efficax. Neque enim nuda imaginatione cognos- 
citur Deus, sed quum se intus cordibus nostris per Spiritum patefacit ” (Calvin). 
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100 A.D. or before that date, ov that a considerable number of 
years must have passed before the Church could have demanded 
so definite a break with opinions of this kind as is suggested in 
the Second and Third Epistles (cf. Schmiedel, Evangelium, 
Briefe und Offenbarung Johannis, pp. 38, 19). 

év todTw] points forward, as usually. Cf. note on i. 4. 

ywdoxoper, éyvdéxapev] The tenses are significant. We learn to 
perceive more and more clearly that our knowledge is genuine 
through its abiding results in a growing willingness to obey. 

Tas évtohds aitod thpapev] The phrase rypety tas évrodas (Tov 
Aéyov) is characteristic of the Johannine books, including the 
Apocalypse. It occurs in the Gospel 12 times, in the First 
Epistle 6, and in the Apocalypse 6 (cf. also Apoc. i. 3, Ta &v atT@ 
yeypappeva). Elsewhere it is found only in Mt. xix. 17, «i dé 
Gérers eis THY Lwnv cioeAOely, THpe Tas evtoAds. Cf. Mk. vii. 9 
(tiv wapddoow); 1 Ti. vi. 14, TypHoal oe THY evtoAny domtAor. 
Cf. also Sifre, Deut. 48, quoted by Schlatter (Sprache u. Heimat des 
gten Evangeliums). ‘‘When aman keeps the ways of the law, 
should he sit still and not do them? Rather shouldest thou 
turn to do them.” As opposed to dvAdocew (custodire), typetv 
(obseruare) denotes sympathetic obedience to the spirit of a 
command, rather than the rigid carrying out of its letter. We 
may contrast Mk. x. 20, radra wavra épvAakdpyy ex vedtntds pov 
(=Lk. xviii. 21, épvAaga). As knowledge is not confined to 
the intellect, so obedience penetrates beyond the latter to the 
spirit. It may be noticed that the Vulgate has odserware in this 
verse, custodire in ver. 4, and seruare in 5, facts which suggest 
that no Latin rendering was felt to be an exact equivalent, or 
completely satisfactory rendering, of the Greek word rypeiv. 
In the Gospel serware is the regular rendering. 

tas évtohds| The various commands, or definite precepts, in 
which those parts of the whole @éAnua which are known to us 
have found expression. 


kat] om. Z* 397 fff (96). 
ywwokouer] ywaokwpev A: cognoscemus boh-ed. 
Tnpaev] puriagwuev N*: Typyowuev HS (P), 


4. The test is adequate, and may be applied with certainty ; 
for there is no such thing as knowledge which does not issue 
in corresponding action. The man who claims to have know- 
ledge of God which does not carry with it as its necessary 
consequence the attempt to carry out His will, thereby declares 
himself a liar. There is no room for self-deception. The 
falsehood, if not conscious and deliberate, is without excuse. 
For the converse thought, that the doing of the will leads to 
fuller knowledge, cf. Jn. vil. 17. 


¢ 
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6 Ak¢ywv] The verse is closely parallel to i. 6, 8, 10. The 
form of expression is more individualized than the conditional 
sentences used there. It is the direct and definite statement 
of the writer conscious of the fact that he is dealing with a real 
danger, and probably with a statement that has been actually 
made, by men against whose influence he is trying to guard his 
texvia. If there is no reason to see in it an attack on any parti- 
cular Gnostic teacher, it clearly deals with statements which 
they have heard, and to which they have shown themselves 
ready to listen. 

Wedortns éotiv] The falseness of the claim is the point which 
is emphasized. At the same time the form of expression chosen 
declares its inexcusableness. Contrast i. 8 (éavrovs mAavépev). 
As compared with the verb (i. 6, Wevddyefa), it may perhaps 
suggest that the statement is a revelation of the character of 
the man who makes it. “The whole character is false” 
(Westcott). He who claims knowledge without obedience 
“has” the sin which he has allowed to gain foothold. If light 
is seen and not followed, deterioration of character is the 
inevitable result. 

kal... eotiy] The antithetical clause is not merely a repetition 
of the positive statement in a negative form. The “truth” is 
regarded by the writer as an active principle working in a man. 
It is not concerned with the intellect alone. It corresponds to 
the highest effort of man’s whole nature. Cf. Jn. viii. 32. 

éy todrw| In such an one. In the Gospel and Epistles of 
S. John, when otros refers back, it always denotes the subject or 
object, as previously described ; cf. Jn. i. 2 (otros, the Logos who 
is Geds), V. 38, TovTw tpels od mucrevere (One sent by God). 

ort NAB 18, 25. 27. 33%*. 65. 66%*. 68. 69. 98. IOI, 177. 180 a d*™ 
jo 57iect syr™*e Clem. Cyp. Leif. Aug. Amb.]om. CK LP al. plu. cat. 
aeth® Clem. Oec. 

kot] om. kat A P 13. 27. 29 | evrov Tw] zx Lo boh-codd. : om. & 19. 


nl|om. 21. 34. 56. 100. 192. O87 W. 
ahnfera) +7ov Geov & 8. 25 aeth.: +avrov 19%: +ev avrw 19°. 


5. Again the thought is carried further in the statement of 
the opposite. The whole word is substituted for the definite 
precepts, and knowledge gives way to love. Perfect obedience 
gains the whole prize. For love is greater than knowledge. 

és 8 &v typi] The statement is made in its most general 
form. Contrast the preceding verse, andi. 6ff. The difference 
shows that the writer has in view definite “Gnostic” claims. 
Knowledge is not the possession of a few “pneumatic” indi- 
viduals. In contrast with the claim of such an one, whose 
conduct shows the falsity of his claim, is set the possibility of 
obtaining the higher prize, the perfection of love, open to all 
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who are willing to obey. The “chance o’ the prize of learning 
love” is not reserved to the few who think that they “ know.” 

aidtod tév NMéyov|] The order of the words throws the emphasis 
on avrov, which takes up the adrov of the Gnostic’s claim. The 
teaching of the God, whom he claims to know, is very different 
from the views expressed in his claim. 

The Adyos is the sum of the évroAai, or rather it is the whole 
of which they are the parts. Love is not made perfect in a 
series of acts of obedience to so many definite commands. It 
reaches its full growth only when God’s whole plan is welcomed 
and absorbed. The évrodai offer adequate tests of the truth 
or falsehood of any claim to know God. But something more 
is needed before Obedience can have her perfect work. 

i) dydan tod Qcod|] The love of God has been interpreted in 
three ways, according as the genitive is regarded as subjective, 
objective, or qualitative; God’s love for us, or our love for 
God, or the love which is characteristic of Him, which 
“answers to His nature” and which when “communicated to 
man is effective in him towards the brethren and towards God 
Himself.” The second gives the simplest and most natural 
meaning to the words in their present context. The love for 
God of which man is capable is only fully realized in absolute 
obedience. At the same time we must remember that it is the 
teaching of the author that it is God’s love for men which calls 
out the response of man’s love for Him. “We love Him, 
because He first loved us.” Comp. il. 15, iii. 17, iv. 12, V. 3. 

ddnPGs] The true state of the case as contrasted with the 
false plea set up by the man who claims to have knowledge 
without obedience. The emphatic position, however, of the 
word suggests that it may reasonably be regarded as one of the 
many signs which are to be found in this Epistle, that the writer 
feels strongly the need of encouraging his readers with the 
assurance of the reality of their Christian privileges. Certainty 
is within their grasp if they will use the means which have been 
placed at their disposal. Comp. Jn. viii. 31. 


Tnpn] Type K 13. 100. 142 c&* 57lect: rypnoer J 943 (5), 
Tov] om. J* 823 (265). 
adnOws] om. 27. 29. 66**, 


5b, 6. Imitation the sign of Union. 

The test of union with God is the imitation of His Son. 
This is not stated directly, as in the case of knowledge (ver. 3), 
but the claim to “abide in Him” is said to carry with it the 
moral obligation to “follow the blessed steps of His most holy 
life.” See Findlay, p. 149. 


év atte pévew] This form of expression is peculiar to the 
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Johannine writings (Gospel and First Epistle). It is the 
equivalent, in his system of thought, of the Pauline év Xpiord 
elvat, of which it was a very natural modification, if it is to be 
attributed to the author, and not to his Master. The longer 
the Lord delayed His coming, the more it came to be realized 
that union with Christ under the conditions of earthly 
existence must be an abiding rather than a short tarrying. The 
idea had taken its new shape before the “last hour” was thought 
to have struck. Bengel points out a climax: cognitio (ver. 3), 
communio (5), constantia (6). 

€xeivos| For the use of éxelvos with reference to Christ, cf. 
Dee Mica en PeatOrdvenk ys Ps Vilole 1, xix. 27) Ix. ‘I2, 28) and 
perhaps also xix. 35 (Zahn, Zin/eitung, ii. 481; cf. Introd. p. iv). 

mepimatety] See note on i. 6. For its use in the Johannine 
Writes Chim vill. 42, xi. of, xn. 3532. Jn. k 6; 95 SL. 11s 
2 Jn. 4,633 Jn. 3, 4. 

€v TouTw] post Peov P 31: om. AS (N)(?) (cf. Tisch. ver. 4) 7¢ 16* 


ywwokomer] cognoscemus, boh-ed. 

KaOws . . . wepitarew] sec ambulare sicut (+et codd.) zle ambulauzt, 
arm. 

Kal. . . jwepi@arew] om. L, 

kat avros] post ovrws J*® (317) 7°14: om. sahd, 

ourws & CK P al. pler. cat. cop. syr? arm. Salv. Thphyl. Oec.] om. AB 
3. 34. 65. 81. 180 ds* vg. sah. aeth. Clem. Or. Cyr. Cyp. Aug. The 
omission may possibly be due to the similarity of the preceding word, but 
the evidence against it is very strong. 


2. ii.'7-17. Proof of the ethical thesis from the circumstances 
in which the readers find themselves, and from their previous 
experience. The old commandment is always new in the grow- 
ing light of God’s revelation. ‘‘ Walking in light” and “ keeping 
the commandments ” further defined as love of the brethren. 

(a) ‘7-11. General. Brotherly love. 

(6) 12-17. Individual. Warning against love of the world. 

7-8. The Commandment, old and new. 

It is hardly necessary to discuss the interpretations which 
regard the “old” and the “new” as different commandments, 
the old commandment being the injunction to “walk as He 
walked,” and the new, the call to brotherly love. But assuming 
the identity of the old and the new, the commandment has been 
interpreted in three different ways. (1) With reference to i. 5 ff., 
to give proof of “‘ walking in light” by the confession of sin and 
the avoiding of everything sinful. (2) With reference to the verses 
immediately preceding, to “walk as He walked.” Of these the 
second is the most natural, but it is not necessary to find a 
reference to any actual words of the Epistle which have pre- 
ceded. The expressions which follow, “of which ye were in 


3 
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possession from the beginning,” “the word which ye heard,” 
make such a reference improbable. (3) The expression évtoA7 
xawvy recalls so vividly the language of the Gospel, and the con- 
nection with the duty of brotherly love insisted upon in vv. 
g and 10 is so clear, that we are almost compelled to interpret 
the passage in accordance with Jn. xiii. 34, évroAny Kawyy didwpe 
ipiv va dyamGte adAnjdovs, Kalas Hydrnoa tpas, where the 
“newness” is to be found in the new standard required, xafws 
nyarnoo. bas, rather than in the duty of mutual love, which was 
recognized in the Jewish law. In meaning this interpretation 
is practically identical with (2). ‘‘The idea of the imitation of 
Christ is identical with the fulfilment of love” (Westcott). And 
it gives the most natural meaning to the description of the 
commandment as old, and yet new “in Him and in you.” The 
old commandment, “ Thou shalt love thy neighbour,” which was 
already contained in the Mosaic law, if not also to be found in 
the conscience of those who “having no law, are a law unto 
themselves,” received a new meaning and application in the 
light of Christ’s teaching and example, and in the lives of His 
followers. And it had lately acquired a deeper meaning in con- 
trast with the loveless intellectualism, which the writer clearly 
regarded as one of the worst dangers in the teaching and 
example of his opponents. 

dyarntot] The first occurrence of the writer’s favourite form 
of address in these Epistles. Cf. iii. 2, 21, iv. 1, 7; 3 Jn. 1, 2, 
5, 11. No conclusion can be drawn from its use as to the 
meaning of the command. The reading of the received text 
(adeAgol) is found in the vocative only once in these Epistles. 
Both words are suitable expressions to introduce an appeal to the 
readers to show their brotherhood in Christ by active brotherly 
love, whether the writer has primarily in view, as the objects of 
the love which he inculcates, Christians as Christians, or men 
as men. The attestation, however, is decisive in favour of 
dyaryrot. And, on the whole, it is not only more in accordance 
with his style, but suits his appeal better. The adeAd¢oé may 
have been suggested by the language of wv. 9, 10. 

dn’ dpxijs| The meaning of this expression must, of course, be 
determined from the context in each case. It is used eight 
times in the First Epistle, and twice in the Second. Ini. r it 
recalls the use of év dpyy in the first chapter of Genesis and in 
the Prologue of the Gospel. Its use in iii. 8 (da dps 6 didBodos 
duaprdver) is similar. Twice in this present chapter (ii. 13, 14) 
it occurs in the phrase, “ Ye have known Him who is from the 
beginning.” The remaining instances in the two Epistles all 
have reference to the “old” command. The repetition of the 
words at the end of ver. 7 (8v jxovcare [ax dpyjs]) in the 
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Received Text is almost certainly wrong. They have probably 
been introduced from the similar phrase in ver. 24. 

. Where the phrase is used of the “old” command, it may 
refer either to the early days of the Mosaic legislation, or to the 
beginning of the education of each convert to whom the writer 
is speaking, or to the beginning of his life as a Christian. A 
reference to the teaching of Judaism on the subject of “love” 
seems, on the whole, to satisfy the conditions best in each case. 
But it is probably a mistake to attempt to define the meaning of 
the phrase very rigidly. Long continuance is suggested rather 
than a definite starting-point. It is not easy to determine 
whether the writer is thinking of the beginning of the life of each 
of his readers, or of their religious consciousness, or of their 
Christian life. The point can be settled only by the more general 
consideration of the character of the false teaching combated in 
these Epistles. The real force of the expression is to heighten 
the contrast of the “ newer” teaching which placed knowledge 
higher than love. The writer has in view the 


**Many Antichrists, who answered prompt 
‘Am I not Jaspar as thyself art John? 
Nay, young, whereas through age thou mayest forget ?’” 


He is confident that as against the “‘glozing of some new 
shrewd tongue” that which was “from the beginning” will prove 
to be “‘ of new significance and fresh result.” 

6 Ndyos Gv AKovoate| “The word which ye heard” must be 
that which was told them by their teachers, whether Jewish or 
Christian or both. The command to love one’s neighbour was 
common to both. 6 Adyos more naturally suggests a whole 
message rather than one definite command. But it may refer 
to the new commandment of Jn. xill. 34, regarded as a rule of 
life rather than a single precept. 


aryarnro. & ABCP al.” cat. vg. sah. cop. syr“t arm. Did. Thphyl. 
Aug. Bed.] adedkgoe K L al. plur. aeth® Oec.: om. js: adeApou pou 
Te §299 ( oe ys 

evxere] exeTe 27. 29. 34. 42. 57lect 58lect ascr kscr: fabemus sah : 
habebamus arm-ed. 

1°] pr. kar J*7, 

nkovoare S ABCP 5. 13. 27. 29. 39. 40. 65. 68. 81. 180 ds jst vg. 
sah. cop. syr“t arm, aeth. Aug. Thphyl.]+am apxyns K L al. longe plur. 
cat, Oec. 


8. The command, which is as old as the Law of Moses, even 
if the writer did not regard it as implicitly contained in the story 
of Cain and Abel (cf. ili, 11, 12, va dyarGpev aAAnAovs" od 
xaos Kaiv «.r.A.) becomes new “in Him (z.e. Christ) and in you.” 
The évroAy, “Thou shalt love thy neighbour,” received an 
altogether new meaning and scope in the light of Christ’s 
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teaching as to “ Who my neighbour is,” of His own example 
shown most clearly in His treatment of Tax-gatherers and Aliens, 
and of the carrying out of His example by His followers in the 
admission of Gentiles to the full privileges of Christianity on 
equal terms with the Jews. In Christ and in Christians the old 
command had gained “new significance and fresh result.” The 
verse had, no doubt, a special significance in view of the recent 
victory gained over the false teaching, and its depreciation of 
the law of love, which characterized the conduct and the thought 
of its supporters. The author rightly saw in recent events how 
the Church had “rescued the law of love” from the darkness 
which threatened to overwhelm it. The true light was shining 
more brightly in consequence, and the darkness more quickly 
passing away. But though these recent events were the occasion, 
they do not exhaust the meaning of the words, which have a far 
wider reference. Wurm, who argues with great plausibility for 
the reference to the victory over the false teachers (see esp. 
p- 104), apparently confines the reference to that incident too 
narrowly. Though it affords a fairly adequate explanation of 
the words éy div, it is unsatisfactory as an explanation of év 
airo. The new significance of the law of love in Christ and in 
Christians had a far wider application. The light of the true 
knowledge of God was already shining and dispelling the 
darkness of exclusiveness by the light of love wheresoever the 
“darkness overtook it not.” 

mwédw] The word clearly introduces another description of 

the same commandment, not another command. Cf. Jn. xvi. 
28, wédw adinus tov Koopov, where maAwv cannot mean “a second 
time,” and x Co. xil. 21, ob dvvarar 6 6pOadpds ciety TH xEUpt . 
) wadw 9 Kepady Tots wociv. Cf. also Jn. xix. 37; Ro. xv. ro, 
15, 225 1 Con i, 20 5 40)-2Co, x. 9, kh BOs GL 8. (ey GO, aes 
iv. 5, x. 30. The use of wéduv in the N.T. to introduce another 
quotation in proof of the same point, or a further thought about 
the same subject, is fully established. 

8] The antecedent to the neuter relative is the clause évroAjy 
Kawvnv ypaow tutv. “It is a new commandment that I write 
unto you.” The order lays the emphasis on évtoAj kawyv. It 
is the “‘newness” of the old command which is said to be true 
in Him and in His followers. 

dt. . . . daiver] The shining of the true light reveals the true 
character of that which the darkness hid or obscured. The 
force of the present tense in wapdyerar and gaive is significant. 
They must be interpreted as presents. All is not yet clear and 
known, but the process has already begun. The darkness is 
passing away. Contrast “It has become bright as the sun upon 
earth, and the darkness is past” (Book of Enoch lviii. 5). 
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There are many indications in the Epistle that the writer 
regards the Parousia as imminent. Cf. especially ver. 18, éoydry 
dpa éoriv. The present verse throws some light on the difficult 
question of the relation between the teaching of the Gospel 
and that of the Epistle on the subject of the Parousia. In 
the Epistle the expectation is more clearly stated and more 
obviously felt than in the Gospel, though in the earlier work the 
idea of “the last day” not only receives definite expression, 
but is something more than an obsolete conception, alien to 
the author’s real thoughts and sympathy, or a mere conde- 
scension to popular Christianity, fed on Apocalyptic expectation 
and unable to bear a purely spiritual interpretation. A differ- 
ence of emphasis is not necessarily a change of view. It is 
doubtful if the two conceptions are really inconsistent. Their 
inconsistency would not be felt by a writer of the particular 
type of thought which characterizes the author. Their meeting 
point lies in the idea of ‘‘ manifestation,” which is his character- 
istic expression for the Parousia, as also for the earthly life of 
the Lord. For him the “ Presence” is no sudden unveiling of 
a man from heaven, who in the twinkling of an eye shall destroy 
the old and set up the new. It is the consummation of a process 
which is continuously going on. It is the final manifestation of 
the things that are, and therefore the passing away of all that 
is phenomenal. As eternal life “is” now and “shall be” here- 
after, as judgment is a process already going on, because men 
must show their true nature by their attitude to the Christ, while 
its completion is a final act; so the Parousia is the complete 
manifestation of that which is already at work. The time of 
its completion is still thought of as “the last day,” and “the 
day of judgment.” The true light is already shining, and the 
darkness is passing away. But He who is coming will come. 


Kawvnv] om. 7411 (370) A 6261, 

0... avtw] 22 gua est ueritas, WON. | eoriv] weve AS (C) L% 208, 

0 eoTtv adnbes] om. J* 7, 

ahnOes] post avrw A. 

ev uuv ]& BC K Lal. longe plur. cat. vg. sah. boh-ed. syrs* etP *t arm. 
aeth. Thphyl. Oec. Aug. Bed.] ev nuw AP 4. 7. 9. 22. 29, 31. 34. 47. 
76* cs tol. boh-cod. syr?™ Hier. : om. ev A 5!% (269). 

oxotia] oxia A. 


9. The true light was already shining and gaining ground. 
The darkness was passing away. But it had not yet passed. 
The perfect day had not yet dawned. All had not yet recognized 
the light. And all who claimed to have done so could not 
make good their claim. ‘The true light, when once apprehended, 
leads to very definite results. The claim to have recognized it, 
if not borne out by their presence, is false. These results are 
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presented in sentences similar to vv. 4 and 6. The writer puts 
before his readers the cases of typical individuals, he that saith, 
he that loveth, he that hateth. The falsity of the claim is 
sharply stated. At the same time the form of expression (év 
TH cKxotia éoriv éws dprv) would seem to suggest that there is more 
excuse for self-deception. The claimant is not called petorns 
(v. 4). ‘It is always easy to mistake an intellectual knowledge 
for a spiritual knowledge of the Truth” (Westcott). To claim 
to have knowledge of God, actually realized in personal ex- 
perience (ywvecxewv), without obeying his commands, is deliberate 
falsehood. To claim spiritual illumination without love may be 
due to the fact that we are deceiving ourselves. It may be the 
result of mistaken notions as to the function of the intellect. 
Those who put forward such a claim only show that their appre- 
hension of the “light” is not at present so complete as they 
imagine. 

The “light” is, of course, that which illumines the moral and 
spiritual spheres. Cf. Origen, Comm. in Joann. xiii. 23, p&s odv 
dvondlerar 6 eds ard TOD TwpariKod duwtds peradynPOeis cis adparov 
Kal dcaparov pds, dua THY ev TH Hutiley vonTors 6POadrpors Svvapuv 
ovTw Acyduevos. In virtue of such “light” it is possible for men 
to go forward in moral duty and spiritual growth, just as the 
light of the sun makes it possible for them to walk on the 
earth’s surface without stumbling or tripping up (cf. Jn. x1. o f.). 

puodv] The writer naturally does not deal with the possibility 
of intermediate states between love and hatred. In so far as 
the attitude of any particular man towards his fellow-man is not 
love, it is hatred. In so far as it is not hatred, it is love. The 
statements are absolute. The writer is not now concerned with 
their applicability to the complex feelings of one man towards 
another in actual life, or how the feelings of love and hatred 
are mingled in them. It is his custom to make absolute state- 
ments, without any attempt to work out their bearing on actual 
individual cases. His work is that of the prophet, not of the 
casuist. 

tov ddehpdv adtod| The full meaning of these verses can be 
realized only in the light of the revelation of the brotherhood of 
all men in Christ. In spite of the statements which are usually 
made to the contrary, we are hardly justified in saying that this 
universalism is beyond the writer’s vision. The Christ of the 
Fourth Gospel is the Light of the World, but the command to 
love one another is given to those who have recognized His 
claims. In the Epistle, Christ is the Propitiation for the whole 
world. But this is potential rather than actual. The writer has 
to deal with present circumstances, and polemical aims un- 
doubtedly colour the expression of his views. Prophet and 
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not casuist as he is, he is nevertheless too much in earnest to 
lose sight of the practical. Vague generalities are not the instru- 
ments with which he works. A vapid philanthropy, or a pre- 
tentious cosmopolitanism, which might neglect the more obvious 
duties of love lying closer to hand, would find no favour with 
him. The wider brotherhood might be a hope for the future, as 
it is for us. But the idea of brotherhood was actually realized 
among Christians, though in his own community it is clear that 
much was still wanting in this respect. It is of this brotherhood 
that he is primarily thinking. In his letters to individuals this 
is even clearer than here (cf. 3 Jn. 5,10). And the usage of 
the word ddeAdoi in the New Testament certainly favours this 
view. At the same time, the wider view of the Sermon on the 
Mount and the Parable of the Good Samaritan is in no way 
contradicted by the more limited statements of this Epistle. 
The language used here lends itself easily to a similar expansion. 
The Lord had summarized the teaching of the Mosaic Law in 
the words, “Thou shalt love thy neighbour and hate thine 
enemy.” The new light had revealed the brotherhood of all 
men. In its light the term “brother” includes both classes, 
neighbours and enemies, whom the Law had separated. He 
who now hates his ‘“‘brother” has not had his mental vision 
cleared by the light. The writer’s words can easily be made 
to convey the wider truth. He certainly would not contradict 
it. What he enforces is the first step towards its realization. 
And he is always thinking of the next step which his readers 
must take. Note the emphatic position of éws dptu: the light is 
shining and he is in darkness still. 


Om. totum comma saha. 
ev 2°] pr. Wevorns eorw kat & 15. 43. 98. 137 arm. aeth. Cypr. 
oKoria] okie 100 (mg.). 


10. The contrast is, as usual, stated in terms which carry it 
a stage further, pévew being substituted for efva. It is possible 
that a man might attain to the light. He cannot abide in it 
without showing that love which the new light has revealed to 
be the true attitude of Christian to Christian, and of man to 
man. Cf. Jn. xii. 46, va was 6 muoretwv cis ene ev TH oKoTia. ji) 
peivy: viii. 35, 6 vids péver is tov aidva. The slave may learn 
much, but he cannot abide in the house for ever. 

oxdvdadrov . . . éotw] The stumbling-block may be that which 
a man puts either in his own way, or in that of his neighbour. 
The word is not found elsewhere in the Johannine books, 
except Apoc. ii. 14 (Badety okdydadov everiov Tov vidv “IopayA). 
The verb is found in Jn. vi. 61, xvi. 1. The general usage of 
the New Testament, and perhaps the use of the verb in the 
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Fourth Gospel, is in favour of the second interpretation. And 
it gives a possible sense. He who loves his neighbour not only 
abides in the light himself, but is also free from the guilt of 
causing others to offend. But the general context almost 
requires the other explanation. The effect of love and hate on 
the man himself is the subject of the whole passage. The 
sphere of his moral and spiritual progress or decline is regarded 
as being within himself. The occasions of falling are within. 
Cf. Hos. iv. 17, €Onxev éavtd oxdvdada. This may be suggested 
by what is probably the true form of the text, oxdavdadov ev ata 
ov« éotwv, internal stumbling-block, causing offence within, there 
is none. Possibly év air@ may refer to év TO wri, “In the 
light there is nothing to cause stumbling.” Cf., however, Jn. xi. 
9, 10. For the phrase itself we may compare the Rabbinic 
jarind nbpn N21 quoted by Schlatter from Sifre, Num. v. 15. 


ev aurw BK L Pal. pler. cat. vg. syr? arm. Thphyl. Oec. Aug.] post 
eotrw N AC 5. 105 js m syrs* sah. Leif. 


11. The first part of this verse repeats verse 9. The 
remainder emphasizes the dangers of the state described. The 
man’s mental, moral, and spiritual state must affect his conduct. 
He “walks” in that in which he “is.” He who walks about in 
darkness can have no idea whither he is going. At every 
moment he is in danger of falling. Hatred perverts a man’s 
whole action, and prevents conscious progress toward any 
satisfactory goal. The darkness in which he has chosen to 
abide (u10dv) has deprived him of the use of those means which 
he possesses of directing his course aright. It is an over- 
fanciful interpretation which sees in the last words of the verse 
any reference to the idea that darkness, or want of the oppor- 
tunity of using them, actually destroys the organs of vision. 
There is no reason to suppose that the writer had this physical 
truth in view as he wrote. He may be thinking of Is. vi. 10; 
comp. Ro. xi. 8-10 and the close parallel in Jn. xii. 35. 


eoTw] mever P. 
Tous opGahpous] post avrou 2° 3, 42. 57. 95. IOI. 
avrov 2°] om. A? 8161 (261), 


(12-17. Warning against love of the World. The appeal 
based on the readers’ position and attainments. 

12-14. Grounds of the appeal. 

15-17. Warning. 

12. Before passing on to the more direct application of the 
general principles which he has now stated in outline, the writer 
reminds his readers of what their position is and what is involved 
in it. He knows that they are harassed by doubts as to the 


II. 12.] NOTES ON I JOHN 41 


validity of their Christian position, so he hastens to assure them 
of it, and to use his assurance as the ground of the appeal which 
he is making. He writes to them the Epistle which is in course 
of composition (ypédw), because they ave already members of the 
community of light. In virtue of what Christ is and has done, 
the sin which separates them from God has been, actually in part, 
potentially altogether, removed. The old, in their experience, and 
the young, in their strength, have a power which stands them in 
good stead. They caz enjoy fellowship with God who is light, 
and in the communion of that fellowship they can see clearly so 
as to “walk” without stumbling, to avoid the false allurements 
of the world, and the consequences which would follow their 
acceptance of the false teaching of the many antichrists whose 
presence shows that the last hour is come. And the reasons 
which led him to write that part of his letter which has already 
been penned (éypaya; cf. 27, where the tatra shows that the 
reference is to the preceding verses) are similar. Those who 
have learned by experience the truth of the Fatherhood of God 
can confess the sins which their Father is faithful and just to 
forgive, and as raid/a who need and can obtain fatherly discipline 
and guidance they can go forward in the strength of love. Thus 
their position as Christians is the ground of his appeal. Much 
can be said to them which it would be impossible to address to 
those outside. Most, in fact, of what he has to say is of the 
nature of calling to remembrance that which they already know. 
The true safeguard against their present dangers lies in their 
realizing their Christian position, in carrying out in life the faith 
and knowledge which they already possess, in rekindling the 
enthusiasm of earlier days which has now grown cold. The 
experience of age, and the vigour of youth and early manhood, 
supply all that is needed to restore health in Christian thought 
and life. The life of the society is safe if the two classes of 
which it is composed will contribute of their treasure to the 
common store, and use for themselves and for the community 
the powers of which they are in actual possession. 

ypépw] The present naturally refers to that which is in the 
course of composition, the letter as a whole. The present tense 
is used in i. 4, ii. 1, 13 (42s). In each case the reference may be 
to the whole Epistle, though where ratra is used it has suggested 
to some the probability of a more limited. reference. The 
simplest explanation of the use of the aorist in ver. 14 (€ypawa) is 
that the writer turns back in thought to that part of the letter 
which he has already finished, the writing of which can now be 
regarded as a simple complete act. Of the many explanations 
which have been offered this would seem on the whole to be 
the most natural, and least unsatisfactory. The suggestion that 
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the author wished to vary the monotony of six repetitions of the 
same word need hardly be taken seriously. He is afraid neither 
of monotony nor of repetition, and the slight changes which he 
introduces into his repetitions are seldom, if ever, devoid of 
significance. A reference to a former document, either the 
Gospel, or a lost Epistle, is not probable. The reasons given 
for having written do not suit the Gospel, while they fit it 
admirably with the present Epistle, and with that part of it 
which has already taken shape. The Gospel was undoubtedly 
written for Christians rather than for those who were still “ of the 
world.” But its object was to instruct, to increase faith and 
deepen spiritual life, by imparting wider knowledge and clearer 
understanding of the real meaning of things already known. 
The aim of the Epistle is to emphasize the important points of 
what the readers have already grasped, and to persuade them 
to use their knowledge to meet present dangers. It was because 
of the knowledge which all possessed, of the Christian experience 
of the eldet, and the strength and achievements in the Christian 
warfare of the younger among his readers, that he could make 
his appeal. But for that, he could not have written what he had 
written. A reference to a former Epistle must almost necessarily 
have been made clearer and more definite. It is, of course, quite 
possible that he had written to them before the present occasion. 
That the Canon has preserved but a selection of the Apostolic 
and sub-Apostolic correspondence is proved by the references 
contained in the Pauline Epistles, and probably in 3 Jn. 9. 
And if such a letter had been written, it might have been mis- 
understood and have required further explanation or justification 
(cf. Karl, p. 32), as S. Paul found on two occasions during his 
correspondence with the Corinthians. But there is nothing in 
the passage to suggest that this was the case. 

It is still more difficult to suppose that the presents and the 
aorists have exactly the same reference. The use of the 
“epistolary aorist” by which the author mentally transfers 
himself to the position of the recipients of the letter, or “regards 
his letter as ideally complete,” is established. But it does not 
give us a satisfactory explanation of the change from present to 
aorist. Law’s suggestion (Zhe Tests of Life, p. 309), that after 
writing as far as the end of ver. 13 “the author was interrupted 
in his composition, and that, resuming his pen, he naturally 
caught up his line of thought by repeating his last sentence,” is 
ingenious. But again it must be noticed that there is nothing 
to indicate that such a break actually took place. Repetition 
with slight changes not insignificant is a regular feature of the 
author’s style. 

On the whole, the explanation to which preference has been 
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given above is the best solution of a difficult problem, unless we 
prefer to leave it in the class of problems insoluble without the 
fuller knowledge of the exact circumstances, which doubtless 
made the writer’s meaning, and reasons for writing as he did, 
quite clear to those who read his words. 

texvia] The use of the diminutive is confined in the New 
Testament to the Johannine writings, with the exception of one 
passage in S. Paul (Gal. iv. 19) where the reading is doubtful. 
It occurs only once in the Gospel. Its use is comparatively 
frequent i inthe Hpistle Gi 1. 12, 28, iil. 7, 18, iv, 4, v. 22). It 
is a natural word for the aged disciple, or Apostle, to use when 
addressing the members of a Church of whom many were no 
doubt his “sons in the Faith,” and practically all must have 
belonged to a younger generation than himself. Differences of 
meaning must not always be pressed, but the word expresses 
community of nature, as contrasted with zadia, which suggests 
the need of moral training and guidance (cf. 1 Co. xiv. 20, pa 
madia yivesbe tais dpeciv). Throughout the Epistle the word 
seems to be used as a term of affection for the whole society to 
which the author writes. The final warning of the Epistle (v. 21) 
against idols, literal or metaphorical, could hardly be addressed 
to the children as opposed to the grown-up members of the 
community. 

The regular usage of the word in the Epistle has an important 
bearing on the next difficulty which these verses present, the 
question whether a double or triple division of the readers is 
intended. In the former case the clauses containing the 
vocatives rexvia and zadia are addressed to the whole com- 
munity, which is then divided into the two classes of qarépes 
and veavioxor. This is now generally recognized as the most 
satisfactory interpretation. A triple division in which fathers 
are the middle term, could only be accepted as a last necessity. 
It might be possible, as Karl maintains, that the writer should 
first state the two extremes and then add the mean. But it is 
in the last degree improbable. Augustine’s explanation, “ Filioli, 
quia baptismo neonati sunt, patres, quia Christum patrem et 
antiquum dierum agnoscunt, adolescentes, quia fortes sunt et 
ualidi,” fails to justify the relative position of the last two terms. 
And both terms, rexvia and maidia, have their significance as 
addressed to the whole body. All the children of the Kingdom 
share in the forgiveness of sins which Christ has won for them, 
and all are zradéa ; for the teaching and exhortation, which he has 
found it necessary to impart to them, show that none of them 
has finished his Christian education. Not even the eldest 
of them is as yet TéAeos. 

31] The third difficulty of the passage is the meaning of 
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éru. Does it introduce the contents of what is written, or the 
reasons for writing? Usage is probably in favour of the 
“causal” meaning. There is no certain instance in the Epistle 
of the use of dre after ypddw in the “declarative” sense (cf. 
ver. 21). The “contents” are generally expressed by an objec- 
tive accusation (radra, évroAny Kawyv). But this is not decisive. 
It is a question which must be decided by the general mean- 
ing of the individual passage. In these verses the causal 
meaning certainly gives the better sense. Rothe, indeed, makes 
out a case for the declarative. ‘‘Here again (as in i. 5) 
John gives expression in another pregnant formula to that 
which he has to say to them. Shortly summarized it is this. 
He would have them know that in their case none of the 
necessary conditions for a complete Christianity are wanting, in 
all its real earnestness and joyful confidence. He adds further 
that this is not the first time that he has written this to them” 
(Der erste Brief Johannis, p. 61f.). In other words, he has 
nothing new to tell them as Christians. He is merely reminding 
them of what they are. But surely the writer is doing more than 
this. He does not merely remind them of their Christian 
standing. He is trying to show them how their position as 
Christians enables them to meet the dangers to which they are 
exposed, and so to justify and enforce the appeal which he is 
making. It is decause they are in fellowship with God and 
have real experience of the Fatherhood of God that he can 
appeal to them with confidence that his appeal will meet with a 
response. 

apéwvrar| Cf. Lk. v. 20, 23, vii. 47, 48, and (probably) Jn. 
xx. 23. The present is used in Matthew and Mark. 

8d 75 Svoua adtod| The “name” always stands for that which 
is implied by the name. In Jewish thought the name is never 
merely appellative. Because Christ is what He is, and has done 
what He has done, true relations between God and man haye 
again become possible. If any definite name is intended, it is 
probably the name “ Jesus Christ” (cf. ii. 1). The expression 
is not the mere equivalent of “because of His position as 
Paraclete and Propitiation.” See Briggs, Zhe Messiah of the 
Apostles, p. 475. 

The origin of the phrase is probably to be found in the Old 
Testament doctrine that God continued His kindness to Israel, 
in spite of their rebelliousness, for His name’s sake. Cf. 
especially Ezk. xx. 8, 9, “ They rebelled—but I wrought for My 
name’s sake”; xxxvi. 22, “I do not this for your sakes, O house 
of Israel, but for Mine holy name.” It has, however, acquired a 
somewhat different meaning as used by the author. We may 
also compare the Rabbinic parallel, quoted by Schlatter, “‘ The 
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wise say, For His name’s sake He dealt with them (inv wad 
omy mvp, Mechilta, Ex. xiv. 15, 294). j 


Texvia] Texva I. 10. 40: mada 27. 29. 66**, 68. 103. 106 al.! sah. cat. 
Sev. 
uptv] vuwy L 31. 68. 99 as scr ksct sah, 


18. watépes] The word is more naturally taken as referring 
to actual age than to length of Christian experience. “The 
knowledge which comes of long experience is the characteristic 
endowment of mature years.” But the rov dm’ dpyis shows that 
the writer is thinking of length of years as giving the opportunity 
of maturity of Christian experience. And he writes in full view 
of the circumstances. The full significance of the Person of 
Jesus Christ was apprehended only very gradually either in the 
society of His followers, or by its individual members. And in 
the knowledge which had been thus slowly gained was to be 
found the corrective of the false views which were leading men 
astray (ver. 27). The knowledge of the fathers, as well as the 
strength of the young men, was needed to meet the difficulties of 
the time. 

tov am apxfqs] The Word who was in the beginning with 
God, of whose manifestation in human life the writer and his 
contemporaries had been witnesses, and in whom the “fathers ” 
had come to believe with growing knowledge and fuller convic- 
tion as they gained experience, though they had not seen Him. 
The phrase, “Him who is from the beginning,” would have no 
special significance here as applied to God. On the other hand, 
the refusal, on the part of many among whom the writer lived, to 
believe that the pre-existent Logos had become truly incarnate in 
Jesus of Nazareth, and to go forward in that belief to closer 
fellowship, seemed to him to be the most serious intellectual 
danger which threatened the Church of his day. 

vevixxate tov twovnpdv| “The characteristic of youth is 
victory, the prize of strength.” The conquest of evil, here repre- 
sented as the result of an active struggle with a personal foe (rév 
movypov), is as characteristic of the earlier years of Christian 
endeavour as is the fuller knowledge gained through experience 
of its later years. ‘The words have probably a primary reference 
to the victory which had been gained in the assertion of the 
truth, and which led to the withdrawal of the false teachers. But 
they were meant to go beyond their original reference. If it was 
“better age, exempt from strife should know,” it was also “ better 
youth should strive toward making.” And in both cases the 
appeal is made on the ground of what has already been gained. 
To the younger generation belonged the strength, already trained 
and tested, which the experience of the elders could guide. And 
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both could rely on what had been acquired through past successes 
in the special efforts which the present and the future demanded 
from the whole Society. 

eyvwxare] eyvwxamev [> & 161 (498), 

vevixnkare] evexnoare [> 82181 (498) K2, 

Tov Toynpov] To Tovnpov N 95. 

14, For the moment the writer’s thoughts turn back to what 
he has already written. In what he has already said he has 
treated them as zravd/a, still in need of discipline and guidance. 
Their faith had not yet grown to maturity. And this was true of 
all alike, young and old, the thinkers as well as the soldiers of 
the Society. But it was in virtue of their Christian standing that 
he could speak to them as he did. In the Jewish Synagogue or 
in the Christian Church they had all learned to know God as 
their Father. The elders among them had made real progress 
in their realization of what the Christ really is. The younger 
and more active converts had gained the strength which comes 
of victory over evil. Perhaps they had rendered conspicuous 
service in the recent crisis. And their powers had matured in 
the strife. The message of the Gospel was a living force within 
them, and permanently active. It was abiding in them. There 
were flaws in the work which needed mending. It had been 
necessary to treat them, young and old alike, as not yet “grown 
up.” The false pleas which many among them were only too ready 
to listen to, if not to urge, must be sharply and clearly exposed. 
Statements which they might well make, perhaps in some cases 
had made, must be called quite definitely “lies.” He must not 
shrink from plain language. But he could never have ventured 
to use the language which he had not hesitated to address to 
them, had it not been for the great progress which they had 
already made in the things of Christ. Strength and experience 
were really theirs. Reproofs could be uttered and appeals made 
with full confidence of success. Their Christian faith was sound, 
even though their hands might be slack, and their minds some- 
what listless. For them victory and knowledge were abiding 
results, and not mere incidents in past history. 

éypaa] Cf. the notes on ver. 12. The ypddw of the Received 
Text is probably due to an attempt to get a series of three in the 
right order of age, by correctors who failed to grasp the general 
arrangement of these verses. 

eypaya 1° A BCL P al.® cat. sah. cop. syr“¥ arm. aeth. Or.] ypag¢w 
K al. sat. mul, arm*d¢ alia Oec, fu. demid. harl. Aug. 

eypaya 2°... . apxys] om. vg-ed. 

eypaya, 2°] scrzbo, vg-ed. 

eypaya 3°] scrzbo, vg-ed. 

TOV aT apxns] TO aT apxXys B. 

tou Geov] om. B sah, 
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15-17. Warning against love of the world. 

The writer appeals to his readers, on the ground of their 
Christian standing, to avoid the love of the world. For him the 
world is the whole created system, considered as apart from God 
and opposed to God. But there is a tendency to narrow down 
its meaning either to humanity as estranged from God or regardless 
of God, or to all that is opposed to the Christian view. Such 
love for the present and finite, either as a whole or in its several 
parts, excludes the possibility of the higher love, of God and of 
men as brethren in Christ, which is the essential characteristic of 
“walking in light,” and the observance of which sums up the 
whole of Christian duty in one command, at once old and new. 
The evil desires which assail men through the lower part of their 
nature in general, or through the sense of vision in particular, or 
through the external good which falls to their lot, if regarded and 
used as opportunities for display, have their origin not in the 
Father, but in the world which has broken loose from Him. 
And the world and the desires which it fosters are alike transitory. 
Only that which falls in with God’s will, and carries forward His 
purpose, is of permanent value and lasting character. 

15. 6 xoopos is not merely “‘an ethical conception” in the 
Johannine system, “mankind fallen away from God.” Such an 
interpretation leaves no intelligible sense to the phrase ra év ro 
koopm. It is the whole system, considered in itself, apart from 
its Maker, though in many cases the context shows that its 
meaning is narrowed down to “humanity.” In the view of the 
writer, no doubt man is its most important part, the centre of the 
whole. But here it is used in its wider sense. The various 
interpretations which have been given of the phrase can be 
found in Huther and elsewhere. The majority of them are in 
reality paraphrases of particular instances of its use. As con- 
trasted with 6 kdopos, Ta é¢v TO KOopw are the individual objects 
which excite admiration or love. In the next verse they are 
spoken of collectively. Comp. Ja. i. 27, iv. 4. 


ouk eoTiv] post marpos P Aug. : post avrw 31. 

Tov Tarpos S BK LP al. pler. cat. vg. sah. cop. syr**¥ arm. Or. Dam. 
Thphyl. Oec. Aug.] rov feou AC 3. 13. 43. 65. 58'ect dst harl. aethu'r : 
Tov Jeou Kat warpos 15. 18. 26. 36 boh-cod, (uid.). 


16. The attempt to find in the terms of this verse a complete 
catalogue of sins, or even of “worldly” sins, is unsatisfactory. 
The three illustrations of “all that is in the world” are not 
meant to be exhaustive. The parallelism to the mediaeval 
uoluptas, auaritia, superbia is by no means exact. We may 
compare the sentence quoted by Wettstein from Stobaeus, ¢A7- 
Sovia pev ey tals dmodatvocou tals dia owparos, tAcovesia, dé ev TH 
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Kepdatvew, pirodogia dé év 7G kaburepéxewv TOV iowv TE Kal Spotwr : 
but it is an illustration of the natural tendency to threefold 
division rather than an exact parallel. Still less successful 
is the attempt to find instances of the three classes in the 
Temptation of our Lord. The “desire of the simplest support 
of natural life” is hardly an émi@vpia trys capxds. The first 
temptation turned on the wish, or the suggestion, to use super- 
natural powers to gratify a natural want. The “offer of the 
kingdoms of the civilized world” is not very closely connected 
with the “lust of the eyes.” Nor again is the “call to claim an 
Open manifestation of God’s protecting power” an obvious 
instance of the use of gifts for personal ostentation. All such 
endeavours to find an ideal completeness in the ad hoc statements 
of a letter, written to particular people to meet their special needs, 
are misleading. 

The opposition in this verse is not strictly accurate. ‘The 
things that are in the world” suggest objects, whether material 
or not, which call out desires or boasting rather than the feelings 
of desire or pride themselves. But it is quite in keeping with 
the author’s style. 

Tijs capkds| odp£ denotes human nature as corrupted by sin. 
Cf. Gal. v. 17 (9 yap odp& eribupet kata tod mvevparos, To Se 
mvedua Kata THS GapKkds). The genitive is subjective, the desire 
which the flesh feels, in that which appeals to the man as 
gratifying the flesh. There is no need to narrow down the 
meaning any further to special forms of desire. There is really 
nothing in the Epistle to suggest that the grosser forms of 
immorality were either practised or condoned by the false 
teachers. 

% émOupta tav 6p0adkpav] The desire for all that appeals to 
the man as gratifying his sense of vision, a special form of the 
more general desire already described. Comp. rvetpa dpdcews, 
pe? Hs ylverau ériOuyla, ( Testament of Reuben ii. 4). 

ddaLloveia] Cf. Ja. iv. 16, viv d& xavyacbe év rats ddalovias 
bpov' aca Kadxnows Toatty movypd éorw, and Dr. Mayor’s note, 
who quotes Arist. Eth. WVic. iv. 7. 2, Soxet 6 dAdLwv rpoorounTiKds 
trav évddgwv evar Kat pH trapxydvrwv kai peldvev 7) drdpxet. 
Comp. Zestament of Dan i. 6; Joseph xvii. 3. 

The substantive is found in Ro. i. 30; 2 Ti. iii, 2. Love of 
display by means of external possessions would seem to be what 
is chiefly intended here. Béos is always life in its external 
aspect, or the means of supporting life. Cf. iii. 17, 3s av éyy tov 
Biov 70d Koopov: Lk. viii. 14, xv. 12. 

ék tod matpds] All such desires and feelings are not part of 
that endowment of humanity which has come from the Father. 
They are a perversion of man’s true nature as God made him, 
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They have their origin in the finite order in so far as it has 
become estranged from God. 


-reo] om, [4 200. 6457 (3.3) 7b 865-308%, 
m 1°] esr [° 14 (33 
kat 2°] om, 7 382 (331) Arp}, 
7) a0 om, / 264 (233 
ovx eativ] post skies J 5180 (1319), 


17. All such objects of desire must in the end prove unsatis- 
factory, because of their transitory character. Permanent value 
attaches only to such things as correspond to God’s plan for the 
world and for men. He that fulfils God’s destiny for himself 
“‘abideth for ever.” ‘In the mind of God, values are facts, and 
indestructible facts. Whatever has value in God’s sight is safe 
for evermore ; time and change cannot touch it.” 


** All that is, at all, 
Lasts ever, past recall ; 
Earth changes, but thy soul and God stand sure: 
What entered into thee 
That was, is, and shall be.” 


avrov] om. A 5. 13. 27. 29. 66** arm? Or, 

tov Geov] avrov J* *87 (308) 078, 

ets Toy awva]+quomodo Deus manet in aeternum tol. Cyp. Leif. Aug. : 
+sicut et ipse manet in aeternum Cyp. Aug. :+quemadmodum ille qui est 
in aeternum sah. These glosses, which are not uncommon, especially in 
Latin authorities, have a special interest in view of the textual phenonema 
of ch. v. 


II. ii. 18-27. Belief in Jesus as the Christ the sign of fellow- 
ship with God. (Christological Thesis.) The truth in contrast 
with the second “lie.” 

(1) Appearance of Antichrists the sign of the end (18). 

(2) Their relation to the Church (19-21). 

(3) Content and meaning of their false teachings (22-25). 

(4) Repeated assurance that the Readers are in possession 
of the Truth (26, 27). 

18-21. The writer passes by a natural transition from the 
thought of the transitoriness of the world to that of its approaching 
end. The many forms of false teaching which have appeared are 
embodiments of the spirit of Antichrist, and therefore are sure 
signs of the nearness of the end. The coming of Antichrist had 
formed part of the Apostolic teaching which had been imparted 
to them all. His “coming” was a recognized sign of the im- 
minence of the Parousia. 

It is a matter of dispute whether the false teachers, or the 
spirits of error who inspire them, are to be regarded as so 
many precursors and heralds of Antichrist himself, in whom all 
the various forces of hostility to Messiah are to be gathered up 
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for the one final conflict, or whether the many false teachers 
are to be thought of as actual manifestations of Antichrist, 
convincing proofs that the spirit of Antichrist is already present 
in the world. The form of the sentence, xafds jxovoate . . . Kal 
vov is in favour of the latter explanation. “You have always 
been taught that Antichrist is to come. The prophecy is now 
being fulfilled in the many Antichrists who have made their 
appearance.” Such an interpretation would be natural among 
the Disciples of the Lord. Had He not taught His Apostles to 
see the fulfilment of what Malachi, and others, prophesied about 
the Return of Elijah before the great and terrible Day of the 
Lord in the coming of John Baptist? And it is in complete 
harmony with the author’s way of thinking. In the Johannine 
teaching the present working of forces is not always clearly 
distinguished or sharply separated from their final manifestation. 

The author can speak of “having passed from death unto life,” 

and still look forward to a “raising up at the last day” without 
betraying any consciousness of the supposed inconsistency, 
which a certain type of criticism has found in his method of 
presentation. He would probably have regarded with complete 
indifference the question of whether the many antichristian 
forces, of whose present working he was assured, were to find 
their consummation in the person of a single opponent before 
the final manifestation of his Lord and his God, or not. There 
is no reason to suppose that he could not have found room for 
such a figure in his scheme of expectation. His immediate 
concern is with the relation of the many false teachers, who now 
show forth the spirit of Antichrist, to the Christian community. 
They had separated themselves off from the society of Christians, 
and their action was to the writer clear proof that their connection 
with that body could never have been more than superficial. 
Those who had “gone out” could never have been really “ of” 
the community which they had not hesitated to leave, or in true 
union and fellowship with the Christ. It was necessary for the 
health of the body that all such should be clearly seen to be no 
true members of it. Their true character needed to be disclosed. 
And the readers could discover the truth for themselves if they 
were willing to use and trust the powers of discernment 
which they possessed. In their baptism they had received the 
anointing of the Holy One, even as the Kings and Priests of 
the old Covenant were anointed with the oil which symbolized 
the gift of God’s Spirit. What had then been granted to a few 
was now extended to all. They a// possessed the gift of know- 
ledge which enabled them to grasp the truth of what Christ had 
revealed. In what he wrote to them the author was not teaching 
new truths. He was recalling to their mind what they already 


ue 
IZ. 18.] NOTES ON I JOHN 51 


knew. And knowing the truth, they knew that no falsehood 
could have anything to do with it. 

(1) 18. The appearance of Antichrists the sign of the end. 

mra.Sia] He still addresses them by the title which emphasizes 
their need of instruction and guidance. Cf. ver. 14, and perhaps 
ill. 7. 

ésxdtm dpa] The absence of the article emphasizes the 
character of the period. It suggests no idea of a series of periods 
of stress which are to precede the several comings of Christ. 
The conception of many partial “‘comings” has a very important 
place in the elucidation of the permanent value of the New 
Testament expectations of the Coming of the Christ, but it 
is not to be found in those expectations themselves. The 
Johannine teaching, whatever its origin may be, has taught us 
to spiritualize the New Testament expression of the doctrine of 
the last things. But the writer held firmly to the expectation 
of a final manifestation of the Christ at ‘‘the last day,” and he 
seems to have expected it within the remaining years of his 
own lifetime. When he uses the phrase ‘‘last hour” he clearly 
means the short period, as he conceived it to be, which still 
remained before the final manifestation of the last day. The 
phrase is found here only in the New Testament. The ex- 
pression 4 éoxdry jyépa occurs in the Gospel (seven times), 
and never without the article. Its use is confined to the 
Gospel. Cf. Ac. ii. 17 (ai éox. jy.); 2 Ti. ili, 1 (ery. Hpyépar) ; 
1 P.i. 5 (& Kaipo éoxdtw) ; Jude 18 (év éoxdtw xpdvw). The use 
of pa in connection with the coming of Christ is frequent in 
the Gospels, Mt. xxiv. 36 (=Mk. xiii. 32), xxiv. 42, 44, 50, 
xxv. 13; Lk. xii. 40, 46. Cf. Ro. xiii. 11 ; Apoc. iil. 3. 

The “last hour” is the last period of the interval between 
the first and second coming of the Christ. Christian expectation 
had inherited from Jewish apocalyptic the doctrine of a period of 
extreme distress which was immediately to precede the coming 
of Messiah, and in which the hostility of the World Powers was 
to culminate in a single opponent. In the prevalence of so 
many false views about the Person of Jesus, and His relation 
to God, the writer sees the surest signs of their approach, 
and probably the true fulfilment of the prediction of His 
coming. . 

xaQus Axovcate] Cf. Mt. xxiv. 15, 24; Mk. xiii. 6; Ac. xx. 30, 
and especially 2 Th. ii. 3. The subject formed part of the 
general apostolic teaching. As in ver. 24, the aorist refers 
to the time when they were instructed in the faith. 

dvtixpiotos] The preposition can denote either one who takes 
the place of another (cf. dv4vraros), or one who opposes (cf. 
évrurtparyos, used of the opposing general, Thucyd. vii. 86, as 
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well as in later times for the Propraetor). The word may there- 
fore mean one who, pretending to be the Christ, really opposes 
Him and seeks to destroy His work. The word is found in the 
N.T. only here and in ii. 22, iv. 3; 2 Jn. 7. But though the 
word appears first in these Epistles, the idea is undoubtedly 
taken over from Jewish Apocalyptic thought, to which it is also 
probable that early Babylonian, or at least Semitic, nature-myths 
had contributed. It is imposible to explain the references 
to the subject which are found in the New Testament (Synoptic 
Eschatological discourses, Pauline Epistles, especially 2 Th. ii. 
and Apocalypse) from the New Testament itself and the apoca- 
lyptic portions of Daniel and Zechariah. There must have 
been some popular tradition, at once definite within certain 
limits and varying according to the circumstances of the times, 
from which the N.T. writers have drawn independently. The 
late Christian writers, who may have derived the name from 
the passages in these Epistles, have certainly drawn their material 
from other sources besides the books of the N.T. The Johannine 
Epistles contribute nothing but the first mention of the name. 
The author refers to a popular tradition only to spiritualize it. 
He makes no substantial addition to our knowledge of its 
content (see additional note). 

épxetar| szt wenturus (vg.), cf. Mk. ix. 12, "HAcias pév Adov 

. . droxafiorave. The present expresses the fact as the subject 
of common teaching, rather than as about to be realized im- 
mediately. Cf. the use of 6 épydmevos, Mt. xi. 3, xxi. 9; Mk. 
Xb O30 LE OV To. 2O 0k ee si nie TS oeet. Vie Rael ome 
ACOxIx. 2 si(t) 2 Co-xios “ler x am. 

yeyévaouv] “have come to be,” “have arisen.” Their appear- 
ance was a natural outcome of the growth of Christianity. As 
the truth of what Christ really was came to be more and more 
clearly realized in the gradual growth of Christian life and experi- 
ence, those who had been attracted to the movement by partial 
views and external considerations, which had nothing to do with 
its essential import, were necessarily driven into sharper antagon- 
ism. Growth necessitated the rejection of that which did not 
contribute to true life. In the extent of such developments the 
writer finds clear indication that the process is nearing completion 
(d6ev YVOKOPEY). 

Sev ywéoxouev Str] It is the writer’s favourite method of 
exposition first to make his statement and then to state the 
facts by which his readers can assure themselves of its truth. 
When their first enthusiasm had died out, and delay had brought 
disappointment, the question was often being asked, “How 
can we know?” ‘From the fact just stated we come to 
know.” 


& 
II. 18, 19.] NOTES ON I JOHN 53 


madia] adehpor 7% 1% (319), 

wpa 1°] for rn C*. 

kat} om. k. 

“ ore® BC K Pal. pler. cat. vg. syr" aeth. Or. Epiph. Ir. Cypr.] om. A L 

17. 96. 100. 142 aeth"™, 

avTixpioros R* BC 3. §. 58° arm. Or. Epiph.] pr. oN A K Lal. pler. 
cat. Thphyl. Oec. : avrixpyoros [* 206 192. 173 (83), 

ywookouev] ywwoKkwpev A, 


(2) 19. é&9av] Cf. 3 Jn. 7. The word indicates (1) that origin- 
ally they were members of the community, “they drew their 
origin from us,” (2) that they had now separated themselves 
from the community. It suggests, if it does not compel us to 
assume, that their “going forth” was their own act, and not 
due to excommunication. But it is useless to attempt to re- 
produce by conjecture the exact historical circumstances, which 
were too well known to both writer and readers to need further 
elucidation. The false teachers had ceased to belong to the 
community to which they had formerly attached themselves— 
of the manner of their going forth, or of the exact causes which 
led to it, we are ignorant. 

&dAd] In spite of their external membership, they had never 
been true members of the Body. 

ok foav e& Hpov] Their connection was purely external. 
They did not share the inner life. 

ei ydp| Cf. iv. 20, v. 3; 2 Jn. 11; 3 Jn. 3, 7. Asarule, the 
writer uses the more “objective” dru to state the cause. 

eé av] The emphasis is now laid on the words é& jar. 
They were not ours; if ours they had been, they would have 
remained with those to whom they (inwardly) belonged. 

pepevnkercay dv] The word pévew, though it is here the 
obvious word to use in any case, had a special significance for 
the writer. ‘The slave abideth not in the house for ever. The 
son abideth for ever.” The test of true discipleship was to 
“abide” in the truth, as made known by those who had seen 
the Lord and been taught by Him. The writer cannot conceive 
the possibility of those who had ever fully welcomed the truth 
breaking their connection with the Christian society. External 
membership was no proof of inward union. The severing of the 
connection showed that such membership had never been any- 
thing but external. 

peO” fav] naturally expresses outward fellowship as distin- 
guished from inward communion. 

It was natural that the authors of theories of predestination 
should find in this verse confirmation of their doctrine. 

The writer follows his usual practice, which was also the 
practice of his. Master, of making absolute statements without 
qualification. But the whole teaching and aim of his Epistle 
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shows that he recognized the danger, and therefore the possi- 
bility, of those who were truly “members of Christ” falling 
away. “The subject here is neither a donum perseverantiae, 
nor a distinction of the Vocati and Llectz.” 

é\X’ tva] For the elliptic use of wo, cf. Jn. i. 8, xili. 18; 
Apoc. xiv. 13. The result is contemplated as part of the Divine 
purpose. Some such phrase as rodro yéyovey must be supplied, 
or the sense may be brought out by a paraphrase, ‘‘they had 
to be made manifest” (“Sie sod/ten offenbar werden,” Weiss). 

ovx eioty waves é& Hav] It is tempting to take the negative 
as qualifying wavves, in spite of the fact that the two words are 
separated by the verb. In this case the meaning would be that 
the incident, or incidents, to which the verse refers served a 
wider purpose than the mere unmasking of the individuals con- 
cerned. It showed that external membership is no proof of 
inward union. Their unmasking was necessary, for not all who 
were external members of the Church really and inwardly be- 
longed to it. But the usage of the New Testament in general, 
and of the author in particular, is decisive against such an 
interpretation of od... mas when the negative is separated 
from the was. Cf. Mt. xxiv. 22; Mk. xiii. 20; Lk. 1. 37 ; Ac. x. 14, 
xi. 8; 1 Co.i. 29; Gal. ii. 16 ; Eph. iv. 29, v. 5; Jn. iii. 15, 16, vi. 39; 
1 Jn. ug. er; Apoc, vied, 16, 1x. 4, XVill, 22, xxi e7) ocett. 
There is no parallel instance of ov . . . wdvres where the words 
are separated. But the usage with the singular, and the influence 
of Hebrew and Aramaic forms of expression on the style of the 
writer, suggest that the plural should be understood as the 
singular undoubtedly must be interpreted. And the meaning 
thus obtained is supported by the context. The subject is, of 
course, the ‘Antichrists,” who have severed their connection 
with the Christian Body. The interpretation given above suffers 
from the extreme awkwardness of having to break the sentence 
by taking dr. in a casual sense. ‘Their detection had to be 
brought about; for all members are not true members, and the 
fact must needs be made clear.” It is still more awkward to 
suppose (as Weiss) that the sentence is continued, “as if tva 
gavepw had preceded.” It seems clear, therefore, that the 
negative must qualify the verb, according to the usual construc- 
tion of ob . . . was, and Sy... 85. And the meaning must 
be, ‘they had to be made manifest; it was necessary to show 
that none of them, however specious their pretensions, however 
much they differed in character or in opinions, were truly 
members of the Body.” The extent of the apostasy, and the 
variety of attack, had caused surprise and alarm. The writer 
assures his “children” that it had its place and purpose in the 
counsels of Him who saith, “ A whole I planned.” The author 
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finds comfort and assurance, for himself and for his readers, in 
the thought that whatever happens is included in the one pur- 
pose of God, however much appearances may seem to indicate 
thé contrary. He has his own language in which to express 
the Pauline rots dyarGow tov Oedv rdvta cvvepyee eis deyabdv. 

ef nuwv 3° BC 69. 137 aS arm. syrs“ etP aeth. Amb. Optat.] post noav 


NS AKL Pal. pler. cat. vg. Clem. Cyr. Epiph. Thphyl. Oec. Ir. Tert. Cypr. 
Or. Did. 


Menevnkecay] wewevneray [* 544 (262) [> 472 Jos FO: Yeyernxacw 
79264. 397M. 110% (233) 7 8868 e358. 174, 


pavepwhwow] davepwOn 69 ase syrsh eth mg, 
evo] noay 12° (328) [0174 Ks, 
om. tavres 69 a8 syr"t Ir, Eph. 
nuwy (?)] yuwr AS (WL), : 

20. If the readers had trusted their own knowledge and 
Christian experience it would have been unnecessary for the 
writer to point out the antichristian tendency of the false 
teachers who had “gone forth.” The readers would have 
detected it themselves. What he writes is an appeal to their 
knowledge rather than an attempt to supply its deficiencies by 
instruction. In virtue of the gift of the Holy Spirit which all 
had received at baptism, they all had knowledge to deal with the 
circumstances of the case. See Findlay, p. 223. 

xptopa] The idea is suggested by the preceding dvtixpicrou. 
They had the true unction of which the opponents claimed to 
be in possession. 

It is hardly correct to say that according to its form the word 
xpiopa must denote, not the act of anointing, but the anointing 
oil (Sadéol, Weiss). Words ending in -ya can certainly denote the 
action of the verb, regarded as a whole rather than in process, 
and in a sense corresponding to the use of the cognate accusative. 
The use of the word in the O.T., where it occurs chiefly in 
Exodus, points in the same way. To éAaov rod xpicparos is the 
usual translation of mnvipn jow, Cf. Ex. xxix. 7, Ajyy Tod éAaiov 
TOU Xpioparos: XXXV. 14, 19, xxxvill. 25 (A, xpicews B), xl. 7 
(xptoews B), xl. 13, Sore clvar adrots xpiopa ieparias eis tov 
aidva (ody mand onnvin nnd nind); xxx. 25, qoujoas aird 
edauov xpiopa dyiov (WIP NNW pow ink MwIN), eAauov xpiopa 
dywov éorar (MN WIP Nnvin jow). Thus xpiopa denotes the 
act of anointing rather than the oil which is used in the action. 
It always translates Mnv'd and not jow. 

Anointing was the characteristic ceremony of consecrating 
to an office, and of furnishing the candidate with the power 
necessary for its administration. It is used of pvzests, Ex. 
xxix. 7, xl. 13 (15); Lv. vi. 22; Nu. xxxv. 25: of Aimgs, 
1 S..1x, 16, x. 1, XV, 1. xvi. 3, 123 1.K. xix. 15, 16: of prophets, 
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1 K. xix. 16; Is. lxi. 1. Those who were so consecrated were 
regarded as thereby endued with the Holy Spirit, and with 
divine gifts. Cf. 1S. xvi. 13, éxypicey atrov... Kal épydAato 
mvetua Kupiov éri Aaveld dad tis jyépas éxetvys: Is. lxi. 1, 
mvevua Kupiov ér ene, ov eivecer (j)) éxpicév pe. Under the new 
dispensation the special gift, which in old times was bestowed 
on the few, is the common possession of all. Cf. Joel ii. 28 
" (ili. 1); Ac. ii, And in virtue of the gift of the Holy Ghost a// 
have knowledge. The true text emphasizes the universality of 
the possession among Christians (oidare mdvres), and not of the 
knowledge which it conveys (rdvra). The possession by all of 
them of the knowledge which enables them to discern, and not 
the extent of their knowledge, is the ground of the writer’s appeal. 

&mé tod dyiov] The evidence is not decisive as to whether 
the writer meant these words to refer to the Father or to the 
Son, or, indeed, whether he was conscious of the necessity of 
sharply defining the distinction. All things which men receive 
from the Father, they have from the Son, in virtue of their 
connection with Him. The definition of personality which later 
ages found to be necessary was apparently not present to the 
consciousness of the writer. Sometimes he distinguishes Father 
and Son with absolute clearness. At other times he uses 
language which may be applied indifferently to either. The 
relation of the Son to the Father is not conceived in accordance 
with ideas of personality which belong to later ages. 

“O d&ywos Tod “IopayA is frequently found as a title of God in 
the’O.T. \ Cf Ps lax. 22, ixxvit 413 As. 14, v.16, xvi gs o: 
REX, F2, 15, Xxxvik’ 23, xii 202-6 ay. ‘Io., xtinirs, xlve ox, xhin ge 
lv. 5. The absolute use of 6 dysos is rare, and confined to late 
books, Hab. iii. 3; Bar. iv. 22, v. 2 (A, tod aiwviov B); Tob. 
xii. 12, 15 (kupiov X). 

The usage of the Apocalypse (iii. 7, 6 dyos 6 ddnOwés) 
favours the reference to God. On the other hand, in Mk. i. 24, 
Jn. vi. 69, 6 dytos Tod Geod is used of Christ. And the teaching 
of the later discourses in S. John on the subject of the Mission 
of the Spirit by Christ, and in His name, makes the reference to 
Christ more probable. We may also compare Ac. ili. 14, Tov 
dyvov Kat Sixaov. The evidence, therefore, though not con- 
clusive, is on the whole in favour of referring the title to Christ, 
if a sharp distinction ought to be made. 

By their chrism they were set apart for the service of the 
Holy One, and endued with the powers necessary for that service. 
It is immaterial whether the writer speaks of God or of Christ as 
the immediate source of their holiness. 

kal oidate mdvtes] The reading of the Received Text is an 
obvious correction. It presents a smooth and easy text which 
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is in reality far less suitable to the context than the reading of 
the older authorities. The emphasis is on “knowing.” This is 
brought out with greater torce and clearness by the omission of 
the object. Under the new covenant, knowledge is the common 
possession of all. The chrism is no longer confined to kings 
and priests. The gift of the Spirit, of which it is the symbol and 
the “effective means,” is for all Christians alike. Incidentally 
also the difference between the old covenant and the new serves 
to emphasize the more pressing difference between the claims of 
a select few to have a monopoly of knowledge, and the Christian 
view that the gifts of the Spirit are for all. Cf. Lk. xi. 13, wéow 
BaAAov 6 rarip 6 é€ odpavod ddce trvedpua ayiov Tos aitodow avror ; 

Kat 1°] sed vg. 

xpicpa] xapecwa J >02 (116), 

kat 2°] om. B sah. 

mayres % B P garm, sah. Hesych.] mavra AC K L al. pler. vg. cop. 


syr. aeth. Did. Thphyl. Oec. 
(?) om. ovate, ~exeTe post Kar 2° 1500, 


21. The writer’s appeal to his readers to use their power of 
discernment is based on their knowledge, not on their need of 
instruction. But for such knowledge it would be useless to 
make the appeal. 

€ypawpya| refers, as usual, to what has been already written, 
and especially to what immediately precedes. 

kat Ste wav edSos k.t.A.| This clause may be either subordinate 
to the preceding one, depending on the verb oi8are, or co-ordinate 
with it; (1) if érvis demonstrative the meaning will be, ‘‘ Because 
you know the truth, and know that no lie is of the truth, and 
therefore must reject the lie the moment its true character is 
made manifest”; (2) if the dru is causal, the sentence must mean, 
“T have written what I have written because you have knowledge, 
and because no lie has its source in the truth. Those who 
know the truth are in a position to detect at once the true 
character of that which is opposed to it.” In the first case, they 
need teaching that the thing is a lie, and they will at once reject 
it. In the second, their knowledge of the truth enables them to 
detect at once the character of its opposite. The latter gives the 
fullest sense, and that which is most in harmony with the context. 
If he can but awaken their knowledge, his task is done. They 
possess the means, if they will only use them. The whole object 
of the Epistle is to “stir up the gift that is in them.” 

nav... od« éorw] For the construction, see the notes on 
ver, 19. And for ék, cf. vv. 16, 19 and Lk. xx. 5. 


ort 2°] om. 7” 5368 (266), 
xat] om. boh-ed, 
wav] om. C, 


58 THE EPISTLES OF S. JOHN [II. 22. 


(3) 22-25. Content and meaning of the false teaching, 22 ff. 
Falsehood finds its consummation in the one lie, which denies 
that Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ, ze. not merely the Jewish 
Messiah, but also the Christ according to the wider conception 
of His office which finds its expression in the Fourth Gospel and 
in this Epistle. Such a denial is the very work of Antichrist, who, 
setting himself up for Christ, destroys the work of the true Christ. 
The denial of the Son carries with it the denial of the Father also. 
The false teachers, whether Jews who claim to worship the same 
God as the Christians after a true fashion, or ‘‘Gnostics” who 
claim a superior and exclusive knowledge of the Father of all, 
forfeit their claim by rejecting the revelation of Himself which He 
has given in His Son Jesus Christ. The confession of the Son, 
in word and in life, affords the only true access to the Father. 

22. tis] Cf v. 5, ris eorw 6 vuxdv ... ef wy; there is no other 
exact parallel in the N.T. The expression is forcible. No one 
else stands for falsehood so completely as he who denies that 
Jesus is the Christ. 

5 wetorns| The article is not merely generic, denoting the 
individual who adequately represents the class. It denotes zhe 
liar, par excellence, in whom falsehood finds its most complete 
expression. Cf. Jn. iii. 10 (od ef 6 diddoKaros ;). 

ox got] For the double negative, cf. Lk. xx. 27 (oi 
dvriéyovtes avdoracw pm elvat); He. xii. 19 (wapyrycavro py 
mpooO<ivat). We are hardly justified in seeing any special force 
in the retention of “a redundant od in a clause of indirect 
discourse depending on a verb meaning to deny” (cf. Burton, 
NV.T. Moods and Tenses, p. 181, § 473). 

*Inaods odk got 6 Xptotds| The following clause shows that 
6 Xpwords has come to mean much more than the Jewish 
Messiah. It includes a special relationship to God which was 
not a necessary part of Jewish Messianic expectation. 

It is not easy to determine how far there is any special 
reference in the phrase, as used here, to the separation of Jesus 
from the Christ, according to the Cerinthian, or Gnostic, dis- 
tinction of the human Jesus from the higher being, or “aeon,” 
according to later Gnostic terminology, who descended on Jesus 
at the Baptism, and left Him before the Passion. It may well 
include such a reference, without its meaning being thereby 
exhausted. The “ master-lie” is the denial of the true nature of 
the Incarnate Christ, as the writer and his fellow-Christians had 
come to know Him. Cerinthianism may be included, but 
Cerinthus is not 6 dvrixpicros. And there is no reason for 
assuming that the many Antichrists, in whose appearance the 
writer sees the fulfilment of the saying “ Antichrist cometh,” all 
taught exactly the same doctrine. 
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obtos| The liar, who denies the truth of the Incarnation. Cf. 
Pak 2, 7; vi HO, Vili 8, xv. 5 5 2 Jn. v.06, 20302 Jn. 7; 9. (The 
reference of otros in this writer is always to the subject, as 
previously described. 

& dvtixpiotos}] The writer spiritualizes, if he does not alto- 
gether depersonalize, the popular conception. The spirit of 
Antichrist finds its fullest expression in the denial of Father and 
Son. The writer is not specially interested in the literal fulfil- 
ment of the legend. He would probably have met curious 
questions on the subject with the answer, év rovtw 6 Adyos éoriv 
GAnOivos Gre “Avrixpirtos Epxerat, moAdol wAdvou yeydvacty, of pi) 
dporoyotvres ‘Incotv Xpiorév ev capxi éAndAvOdra, or words to the 
same effect. 

6 dpvotpevos x.t.A.] Cf. Introduction, p. xlii. Recent writers 
like Wurm (Die Jrriehrer Bibl. St. viii.) and Clemen (in 
ZNTW vi. 3, 1905, p. 271 ff.) are right in insisting on the 
importance of this and the following clause in determining the 
character of the false teaching combated in these Epistles. But 
the clauses do not compel the conclusion that the false teachers 
agreed with the writer in their doctrine of God, and differed only 
in their Christology. The writer sees in their Christological 
views the starting-point of their errors, and he points out that 
these views involve wholly false conceptions of God, and debar 
those who hold them from any true intercourse or conscious 
communion with the Father. He certainly draws from their 
Christology the conclusion that they “‘have not the Father.” 
But these words would apply to any teachers who claimed to have 
special and unique knowledge of the Father, not only to those 
whose views on the subject agreed with the views of the writer. 
There is nothing in the words to exclude a reference to Cerinthus, 
or similar teaching, although he held the Creator of the World to 
be “uirtus quaedam ualde separata et distans ab ea principalitate 
quae est super universa, et ignorans eum qui est super omnia 
Deum” (Iren. 1. xxvi. 1). It is therefore quite possible that a 
polemic against Cerinthus is included, even if we regard Irenaeus, 
rather than the reconstructed Syntagma of Hippolytus, as giving 
the truer account of Cerinthus’ teaching. 

The words would have special force if one of the most 
prominent of the false teachers had put forward the view that 
the giver of the Law, or the God of the Jews, was only one of 
the dyyeAou kocporovoi, and not the supreme God. Such an one 
certainly denied not only the Son, but the Father as revealed by 
the Son. 

But the writer is not concerned with the details of a system. 
He is dealing with the general tendency of certain types of 
teaching. And his argument is that since all true knowledge of 
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God comes through the revelation of Him made by Jesus Christ, 
before and by means of the Incarnation, those who reject this 
revelation in its fulness can have no conscious communion (éxev) 
with the Father whom He revealed, whatever superior knowledge 
of God, as the Father of all, they may claim to possess, 


ris] +-yap [° 28 (56), 

ec un] om. Z°™4 (335). 

Inoovus] pr. o Z> 8 (2), 

avrixpnoros [* 8% 173 (231), 

Tov marepa] To mvevua [* 6454 (262), 
vov]+ aprecrar H 6 (W), 


28. yer] ““As one who enjoys the certain possession of a 
living friend.” CE jn.-oU 

5 épodoyav] For the stress laid on dpvetoPar and dmodoyeiv, cf. 
Jn. 1-20, 1x. 22, x01. 42, 


o 17] om. 72 997 ff (96) 7°34: +ow K, 
mas] om, J» 47? (312), 
0 omoNoywy . . . exes 2°9]om. KL al. plur. Oec. 


24. Suets] For the construction, cf. Jn. vi. 39, vill. 45, x. 29, 
xvii. 2, 24. The duets is placed in emphatic contrast with the 
Antichrists whose true position has been made manifest. The 
readers only need to make sympathetic use of what they already 
possess. The truth which had always been theirs must be given 
full scope to abide and grow, and it will supply the answer to 
all new difficulties as they arise. It will enable them intuitively 
to reject all that is not on the line of true development. 

da dpxijs| Probably refers to the beginning of their life as 
Christians. It may, however, include what many of them had 
heard in the Jewish synagogue. The true message “ began” 
with the beginning of the revelation contained in the Jewish 
scriptures. 

éav év Guiy x.7.A.] The form of the sentence is characteristi- 
cally Johannine. By repetition, stress is laid on the importance 
of the teaching. It is an indication of the value set upon his 
words by the authoritative teacher, who knows the vital import 
of his message for those to whom he delivers it in their present 
circumstances. And the changed position of dm dpyijs 


1 Some editors connect this with ver. 22, putting a full stop at 6 dvrixpicros 
and a colon at rdv vidv, thus: ‘* This is the Antichrist. He that denieth the 
Father (denieth) the Son also: every one that denieth the Son hath not the 
Father either.’’ But the ellipse of the verb would leave us with a very 
awkward sentence. It should be noted, however, that the maker of the 
Bohairic Version understood the words in a similar sense. ‘‘ This is Anti- 
christ, because he that denieth the Father denieth also the Son.” The same 
interpretation is necessitated by the reading of Y (see von Soden, Déze 
Schriften des NT. p. 1860). 
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emphasizes the approved character of the message. It reaches 
back to the very beginning. 

_ kal duets x.t.A.] The apprehension of the truth leads to real 
communion with God through His Son. As truth is appropriated 
their fellowship with the Divine grows and becomes more real. 
It is obvious that to the writer pévew means something more 
than “standing still.” It is the “abiding” of the son who grows 
up in the house. 


vues 1° NA BCP 133, 27. 29. 66**. 68. 69. 76. 81. rglect 57lect ascr yo, 
syrP arm. Cyr.]+ouw K Lal. pler. cat. Thphyl. Oec. Aug. It was natural 
that the frequent use of ovy in the Gospel should cause its occasional inser- 
tion by later scribes in the Epistle. 

amapxns 1°] om. /¢ 7°8 (307). 

ev (2 1°)] for kau [2 397. 205 261 (96) C46, 

nkovoate] aknkoare & (et 2°): yKovoapev />® (408), 

eay 1°] pr. kar 7°! (216): +d & 59 (195). 

om. ev 2° X*. 

pewn] wevn K 95. 105. 

am apx7ns 2°] post nKkovcare 2° & (axnkoare) vg. harl. sah. cop. syrs, 

ev 3°... maTpl] ev Tw TaTpL KaL EV TW LW N4. 5. 38. 68. 80. 98. 
104 csr hs¢r syrsch aeth. sah4, 

om. ev 4° B vg. boh-cod. Aug. | rarpe] mrvevmare £2 55 (31). 


25. airy] has been interpreted as referring either backward, 
to the abiding in the Son and in the Father ; or forward, to the 
eternal life. In favour of the former it has been urged that the 
Gospels contain no definite promise by Christ of eternal life 
which would justify the latter interpretation. But there are 
many passages in the Fourth Gospel which clearly imply such 
a promise. And the reference forward is in accordance with the 
writer’s style. Cf.i.5, etc. In either case the meaning is much 
the same, whether the promise is of eternal life, or of abiding 
communion with the Father and the Son. In the writer’s view, 
eternal life “consists in union with God by that knowledge 
which is sympathy” (Westcott). Cf. Jn. xvil. 3. 

atrés| Christ. Cf. iii. 3, and other passages. 

avros] om. boh-codd. sah, 
ni] vy B 31* am. fu. 
awwyiay B, 

(4) 26, 27. Repeated assurance of the readers’ knowledge of 
the Truth. 

26. taita}] What has been said about the false teachers, and 
how the danger can be detected and met (18-25). The 
reference to the whole section is far more natural than to the 
exhortation to “abide” only (ver. 24f., cf. Weiss). The words 
are not aimless. They serve to close the subject, and in con- 
nection with what follows to account for the brevity of his 
treatment of it. The writer has only to call to their remem- 
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brance the essential features of their own faith, and the grave 
issues raised by the antichristian teaching. The chrism which 
they have received will enable them to do the rest for themselves. 
They are in possession of all that is necessary for selfdefence, 
if they use the power which has been given to them. 
ypaya}] Cf. ver. 14. The clearness of the reference here 
points to the most probable meaning of that verse. There is 
no need to suppose (with Karl) that there is a reference to a 
former Epistle, which had been misunderstood, through the 
readers applying to the whole Church what had been said with 
reference only to the guilty members, who had now “gone 
forth.” 
wAardvyter} The danger is present and real, but the use of 
the present tense does not determine the extent to which the 
opponent’s efforts had met with success. Cf Rev. xii. 9. 
ravra] + de N sys, 
wAavourrar A. 


Wem . . . URas] we guy wes seducat ATM.; a2 oo gat wes sedactt 
boh-cod. : 


27. xa Speis}] For the nominative absolute, cf ver. 24. 
The position of Sucis is significant. The readers must meet 
the attempts to lead them astray by efforts on their own part. 
Warning and exhortation are of no avail without their active 
response. 

vd xpiopa § &dBere] Cf. Jn. xiv. 26, xvi. 13. 

ax adrod] From Christ, who is thought of as the source of 
the anointing, according to His promise to His disciples 
(Jn. xiv.). Throughout this passage, with the probable exception 
of ver. 29, atrdés seems to refer to Christ. This is the customary 
usage of the Epistle, except where the context determines 
otherwise. 

xpetay €xere}] Ch Jn. ii, 25, xvi. 30; and with the infinitive, 
Jn. xiii. TO. 

iva] One of the many instances of the purely definitive use 
of iva, Attempts to find in it any fe force produce altogether 
forced interpretations. 

The gift of the Spirit which they received when they were 
baptized into Christ’s name was an abiding gift (cf. Jn. i. 33) 
Its teaching is universal, it covers the whole ground where in- 
struction is needed, and it is true. It is not the lie which the 
Antichrists have made of it. And though there was need of 
growth and development, all that was necessary and true was 
already contained implicitly in the teaching which they had 
received at the beginning. What they were taught at the first 
gave the standard by which all later developments must be 
measured. Their rule of life and thought, in accordance with 
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which they “abide” in Christ, is the true teaching of the Spirit, 
which they received from the first days of their conversion. 
They must abide “as He taught them.” The earliest teaching 
had not been superseded by a higher and altogether different 
message, as the Gnostics would have it. They needed no 
further teaching. What they had received covered the necessary 
ground. It was true. It had not been superseded by deeper 
truths. 

If this is the writer’s meaning, the second part of this verse 
(aAX’ Os . . . adrod) forms only one sentence: pevere evairGas... 
dvddoKer, Kat dAnOes eat . . ., Kal kabws edida€ev. The method 
of their abiding is characterized in three ways. They dwell 
in Christ, (i.) in accordance with the teaching which they have 
received, (ii.) which is sufficient, and true, (iil.) and permanent, 
never having been altered or superseded (diddoxee repli zavrwv, 
adnbés, xabas edidagev), though they are, or ought to be, continu- 
ally learning more of its meaning. 

It is, however, possible to divide the sentence and make xa 
aAnés, etc., the apodosis to as 76 atrod x.7.A. “As the unction 
teaches all that you need to know, so it is true and no lie. And 
as He taught you from the beginning, you abide in Him (or 
possibly you abide in the teaching which was taught you from 
the beginning). You have not to learn a new and better 
Christianity.” 

But the introduction of an apodosis by xaé is not in the 
writer’s style, and the result is a very weak climax. ‘The 
teaching you have received is not only comprehensive, it is true 
and not false.” On the other hand, if xa@ws is taken as resump- 
tive, we get a natural sequence, which is quite suitable to the 
context and the writer’s general thought. The unction which 
they received gives a teaching which is comprehensive, true, 
homogeneous. The later lessons grow out of the earlier, which 
need not be unlearned. To abide in Christ is to live by the 
lessons which were first learned, the import of which has grown 
with the growth of their experience and spiritual intelligence. 
Some Latin texts make év airG=év to xpiopati: ver. 28 shows 
that it must mean “in Christ.” 

érn’ &s] The reading éAAd is obviously a correction to 
simplify a difficult sentence. 

pévete] may be either indicative or imperative. The preced- 
ing péve. strongly supports the former alternative. Cf. ver. 29; 
Jn. v. 39, Xil. 19, xiv. 1, xv. 18, 27, where we have a similar 
doubt. 

pedSos] not Wevdes, which falls short of it, in much the same 
way as in English ‘‘the statement is false,” would differ from 
“the whole thing is a lie.” 
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28, 29. These verses are transitional, and it is doubtful 
whether they should be attached to the preceding or the 
following section. The ‘‘aphoristic meditations” of this Epistle 
do not always lend themselves to sharp division. 

28. The need of constancy, and its reward. Confidence in 
the presence of the Judge. 

28. xat viv] can hardly be taken as temporal, the exhortation 
to abide being specially needed in view of the nearness of the 
Parousia, which is expected in the immediate future, at the end 
of the last hour, which has already struck. The general use of the 
phrase seems to be to introduce a statement, especially a prayer, 
exhortation, or command, which is regarded as the necessary 
deduction from the requirements of present circumstances. 
“Since the case is so,” “such being the case,” would perhaps 
bring out the meaning most clearly by paraphrase. Cf. Jn. xvii. 
53 AG. i. 6%, Vili 34 (EX Ai £O) xen) ees ee eee: 
Xxvi. 6; 2Jn.5. Contrast Jn. xi. 22. Cf. also Ac. v. 38, xvi. 37. 

texvia| The term of affection, which appeals to their common 
(spiritual) nature, is used to enforce the exhortation. Cf. vv. 
1,125 Jno xil.333) Galvive a9 3 ta iiey aco, vee e 

pévete év “oe The words are resumptive of ver. 27. What 
is there stated as a fact (¢dic.) the writer now repeats as an 
exhortation. He would have them continue in that which they 
have. And their greatest possession is their personal fellowship 
with their Master. The strength of the Society lies in the 
personal relationship of the members to the Head. 
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The use of davepw64, and of wapovoia in the next clause, 
make it almost certain that the reference of év aird is to Christ, 
in spite of the difficulties raised by the next verse. 

- ta «.7.4.] The nearness of the day affords a new motive for 
the effort to which they are urged. The nearer the Parousia of 
their Lord the greater the need of constancy. As soon as the 
last hour has run its course, the Master will appear, and will 
look for workmen who need not to be ashamed. 

édv davepw0A| The drav of the eceptus introduces a thought 
alien to the context. It would suggest an uncertainty as to the 
date of the Coming which is excluded by what has preceded. 
The signs of the time are clear. Events have shown that it is 
the “last hour.” The form of conditional used (édy, ¢. subj.) 
introduces a pure possibility, without any hint as to the degree 
of its probability. If that happens which, as circumstances 
have shown, may befall them now at any moment, they must be 
in a position not to be ashamed, when the object of their longing 
expectation is there. 

pavepwbf| pavepotoGor and davepodv are used of all the mani- 
festations of the Lord, in the flesh, after the Resurrection, at the 
Second Coming. Cf. (az) Jn. i. 31, ii. 11, vii. 43; 1 P. i 20; 
ef 2, tt, 3) EM evs, 12; 04s Jn. xxi nr; 145 7 Jn: 
ia, ©; (> Col il. 4 5 2 Ti. 26 (ch 2°Tr bt0) 33. P. ye 4 
The verb is used of the “ manifestation” of the works of God 
(Jn. ix. 3), and Christ is said to have “manifested ” His name. 
It is never used directly of God in the N.T. Whether the 
‘manifestation ” is to the eye of the body or of the mind has to 
be determined by the context. The word would seem generally 
to carry the suggestion that the appearance is not only seen 
but understood, or capable of being understood, in its true 
significance. 

The writer would hardly speak of the Second Coming of 
Christ as a manifestation of the Father, though doubtless he 
expected that through it men would learn much about God not 
known before (cf. Weiss). 

mappyoiav ox@pev] It was natural that the rather abrupt 
oxGpuev should have been altered to the more usual éxwper (cf. 
1 Jn. iii. 21, iv. 17, v. 14; Eph. iti. 12; He. x. 19, and contrast 
He. iii. 6). But the charge involves a slight loss of force. It 
is the fact of possession, not its continuance, that the writer 
would naturally emphasize. 

mappynoia is used especially of freedom or boldness of speech, 
in accordance with its etymological meaning. But it has 
acquired the more general meaning of confidence, as here. Cf. 
Lightfoot’s note on Col. ii. 15. It is a favourite word of the 
writer’s, who is responsible for 13 out of the 31 instances of its 
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use in the N.T. In some of these passages the idea of 
“publicity” is suggested, but in probably every instance that of 
“boldness” or “confidence” is really most prominent. For its 
use in the LXX, cf. Lv. xxvi. 13; Job xxvii. 10; Pr. i. 20, xill. 5 ; 
3 Mac. vii. 12; for the corresponding verb, cf. Job xxii. 26; Ps. 
xi. 6, xciii. 1, Asa rule it occurs in renderings which paraphrase 
the Hebrew, but in Lv. xxvi. 13 it is used to translate mip, 


uprightness. ‘‘I made you to go upright,” z.e., as free men, is 
translated, or rather paraphrased, jyayov tuads peta tappyatas. 
The passages which best illustrate its use here are Job xxvii. ro, 
py exe twa mappyoiav évavte adrod; and Job xxii. 26, eira 
mappyoiacOnon évavtiov Kupiov. Cf. also Test. Rub. iv. 2, dxpe 
TeXevTHS TOU TaTpds pov ovK Elxov mappyciav atevioo eis 7d 
mTpocwmrov adTov. 

Kal ph aicxuvOapev «.t.A.] Cf. Pr. xiii. 5, doeBys Se aicytverar 
Kal ovx eer tappyoiav. The idea would seem to be that of with- 
drawing ashamed from His presence, shrinking back from a 
sense of guilt. In this case the word is used as a middle rather 
than a passive. Cf. 1 P. iv. 16, ef d& ds Xpioriavds, py aicyv- 
véoOw. For the phrase, cf. Sap. Sir. xxi. 22 f. mots pwpod raxds 
eis oixiay, dvOpwiros S& modvreipos aicxyvOnoerar ard tpoowrov. 
adpwv ard Oipas wapaxdmrre: cis oikiav, avnp S& wemadevpévos ew 
otynoera. Cf. mpocéxere ard and dvdAdooecbe aro. 

He who “abides in Him” will have no cause to shrink away 
abashed from the Presence of the Judge, but may await His 
verdict with confidence as an épydrys dveraicyvvros (2 Ti. ii. 15). 

év tf wapouvoia] Here only in the Johannine writings. In the 
N.T. the use of the word with reference to the Second Coming 
is confined to Mt. xxiv., the earlier Pauline Epistles (1, 2 Co., 
1, 2 Th.), James and 2 Peter. 

Very interesting light has been thrown on the Christian use 
of rapovoia by the discoveries of papyrus documents and other 
sources of common Greek. Cf. Deissmann, Licht von Osten, 
p. 268 ff. As he points out, the use of the word is best inter- 
preted by the cry, “See thy King cometh unto thee.” From 
the Ptolemaic period to the second century a.p. there is 
abundant evidence that in the East the word was the usual 
expression for the visit of a King or Emperor. In Egypt, special 
funds were raised by taxation to meet the expenses of such visits. 
In Greece a new era was reckoned from the visit of Hadrian. 
The earliest mention is rightly interpreted by Wilcken (Griech- 
isthe Ostraka, i. p. 274 ff.), dAAov (sc. orepdvov) wapovcias 18’ to 
refer to the collection made to provide a crown to be presented 
on the occasion of the visit ; and in the Tebtunis Papyri (48. 9 ff.) 
there is an interesting description of the efforts made by the 
village elders in connection with the expected visit of Ptolemy u. 
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(B.C. 11 3) Kal mpocedpevdvTav bud Te vuKros Kal jpépas peXpl TOU TO 
Tr POKELLEVOV exrAnpoooan Kal HV ervyeypoppevyv mpos hv Tod 
Bactréus rapovoiay dyopoy 7. ... The same usage is found i Jin 
Asia; cf. Dittenberger, Sylloge, 226. 85f. Hv Te mapovotay 
eppovicdvtwv tod PBaothéws (3rd cent. B.c.). The word is also 
used of the appearance of the god Asclepios in his temple 
( Dittenberger, Sylloge, 803. 34, tdv te mapovoiay tov avrod 
mapevepavige 6 AckAdrws. In Latin, Adventus was used in the 
same way. Cf. the coins struck to commemorate Nero’s visit to 
Corinth, Adventus Aug. Cor. Altars were also erected to com- 
memorate visits of members of the Imperial family, as in Cos, 
in memory of the visit of C. Caesar (A.p. 4). The word was 
naturally used by Christians of the advent of their King, whether 
they thought of the Coming as a first visit, the earthly life having 
been merely a condescension in which He appeared in humility 
and not as Messiah, or as a second visit. “Emipdvia seems to 
have been similarly used of the visits of the Emperor. Many of 
the words and titles which Christians loved to use of their Lord 
had a special significance as protests against the blasphemy of 
the popular Emperor Worship. 
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29. Doing righteousness, the sure sign of the new birth. 

29. In thought this verse is closely connected with the 
preceding. The ground of the appeal to “abide in Him” was 
their expectation of the speedy return of their Lord in glory, and 
their desire to be able to meet Him with confidence and joy, 
and not to have to shrink away abashed from His presence. 
This naturally raises the thought of the conditions which would 
make such a meeting possible. Those only who are His own 
can look forward with unclouded confidence, and His own are 
those who share His qualities, especially those which characterize 
the Judge, righteousness and justice. The doing of justice is 
the sure sign, and the only sign, that they are “born of Him.” 
And so the meditation passes over to the next subject on which 
the writer wishes to dwell, the being born of God. 

eiy €iSq7e] The intuitive knowledge of what God, or Christ, 
is, makes it possible for those who possess it to learn by the 
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experience of life (ywéoxew) what are the true signs of being 
“born of Him.” To act in accordance with those qualities 
which correspond to His nature is the only certain sign of true 
fellowship with God, which is the result of the Divine begetting. 

édv] A protasis introduced by édy, c. swb7., does not necessarily 
present the fact as uncertain. If the condition is fulfilled, the 
results follow. No hint is given as to the probability of ful- 
filment. 

Sixaws é€otw] It is very difficult to determine whether the 
subject of this word is God or Christ. On the one hand, a 
change of reference between vv. 28 and 29 would be very 
awkward, if not impossible ; and it is really certain that év aire, 
éx atrod, and avirov in ver. 28 must refer to Christ. No other 
explanation of édv gavepwh7 and wapovoia is natural, or even 
possible. And these considerations almost compel us to refer 
dixavos to Christ. On the other hand, a change of reference in 
the verse itself is still more difficult, at any rate at first sight; 
and Johannine usage is almost decisive in favour of referring ef 
abrov yeyevvytar to God. To be “born of God” is a favourite 
phrase of the writer’s (cf. Jn. i. 13), especially in this Epistle 
(iii. 9, iv. 7, v- I, 4, 18), whereas he never uses the expression 
“to be born of Christ.” He does, however, speak of being born 
of the Spirit ; and the language of the Prologue to the Gospel, 
édwkev avrois efovolay téxva Oeod yevérOat (Jn. i. 12), the subject 
of édwxey being the Logos, suggests a sense in which being 
“born of God” might also be regarded as being ‘born of 
Christ,” who is always thought of as being and giving the life of 
God which comes to men. 

It is more satisfactory to avoid any solution of the difficulty 
which might seem to presuppose a confusion of thought between 
God and Christ in the mind of the writer. Our inability to 
determine his exact meaning was probably not shared either by 
the writer or his readers, whose minds were full of the truth that 
Christ is God revealed to man. 

If, therefore, a change of reference is impossible, the whole 
verse is best referred, as in Bede, to Christ. The conception 
“born of Christ” is not antagonistic to the Johannine lines of 
thought, though the expression is not found elsewhere. We 
must, however, remember that abrupt changes of subject were 
natural to Hebrew thought and expression which are almost 
impossible in Western language. Their occurrence in the O.T. 
is too frequent to need illustration. And it is quite possible that 
the expression e€ atrov yeyevvnrGa. may have become stereotyped 
for the writer and his circle, who would immediately interpret it as 
meaning “born of God.” To a mind steeped as the writer’s was 
in the thoughts of God and Christ, adrés and éxeivos had perhaps 
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become almost proper names; the context or the special phrase 
used would make it perfectly clear to the writer, and to his 
readers as well, what was meant. 

“mas . . . yeyévyntat] The doing of righteousness is the sign of 
the birth from God and its effect,—an effect which nothing else 
can produce, and so a certain sign. The more logical order 
would have been, “‘ He that is born of God doeth righteousness.” 
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ADDITIONAL NOTE. 


Though the name Antichrist occurs first in this Epistle in 
extant literature, the Epistle itself throws no light on its meaning. 
The conception cannot be explained from the N.T., or even 
from the Bible alone. The researches of Bousset and others 
have demonstrated the existence of a more or less definite 
Antichrist legend, independent of the N.T., and common to 
Jewish and Christian apocalyptic expectation, of which use is 
made in several N.T. writings. The legend cannot be explained 
on historical lines ; it received modifications from time to time 
in consequence of definite historical events, and the experiences 
of Jews and Christians at different periods. But it always had 
an independent existence. Historical events modified the ex- 
pectations for the future which find expression in its terms, but 
they did not create it. Its origin is probably to be traced to the 
wide-spread myth of a primeval monster, consisting of, or in- 
habiting, the waters and the darkness, which was subdued by the 
God of creation, but not destroyed, and which would again raise 
its power against the God of heaven in a final conflict before the 
end of all things. This tradition, especially in its Babylonian 
form of the cleaving of Tiamat, the Sea-monster, by Marduk the son 
of Ea, who divided its carcase into two and formed the sea and 
the heavens, was well known among the Hebrews, and has left 
its traces in several passages of the O.T. It may be quoted as 
given by Gunkel from the cuneiform inscriptions (Schépfung und 
Chaos, p. 21). “In the beginning, before heaven and earth 
were named, when as yet the ‘ Urvater’ Apsf, and the ‘ Urmutter’ 
Tiamat, mingled their waters, when none of the gods had been 
created, no name named, no fate determined, then first the 
gods came into being. They were named Luhmu and Lahamu, 
Asnar and Kisar, and last Anu. (The next sentences are 
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destroyed, but to judge from what follows they must have 
contained the account of the origin of the gods of the Upper 
World and of the Deep.) Then the myth relates how Tiamat, 
the mother of the gods, together with all the Powers of the 
Deep, rebelled against the Upper Gods. ‘The only extant part 
of this is a conversation between Apsfi and Tiamat, describing 
their plan against the gods. Apparently the origin of light was 
described in connection with this rebellion. 

Next follows the description of the war between Tidmat and 
the gods. On the one side Ansar appears as leader. Anu, Ea, 
and his son Marduk are also mentioned. Luhmu and Lahamu 
appear in the background. On the other side is Tiamat, who has 
gained over some of the “gods” to her side. She created 
eleven fearful monsters, and placed the god Kingu as leader 
over them, whom she took for her husband, and laid on his 
breast the “amulet.” Against this host Ansar sent forth first Anu, 
then Ea; but Anu withdrew, and Ea was frightened and turned 
back. Finally, he betook himself to Marduk, Ea’s son, one of 
the youngest of the gods. Marduk declares that he is prepared 
to go forth against Apsi and Tiamat, but he will only consent 
to be the avenger of the gods if they in full assembly ratify his 
authority as equal with their own. The assembly is called, and 
the destiny of Marduk is determined. His power shall be 
without equal, and his dominion shall be universal. His word 
shall have the magic power of calling things into being and 
causing them to disappear. And as a sign of this a cloak is 
placed in their midst, which at Marduk’s word disappears and 
appears again. The story next tells of Marduk’s arming. His 
weapons are bow and quiver, a sickle-shaped sword, and a 
weapon which he receives from the gods as a present, apparently 
the thunderbolt, represented as a trident. He has also a net, 
the present of Anu, and all the winds accompany him as con- 
federates. Armed for the fight, he goes forth on his chariot 
drawn by terrible animals. 

As he approaches Kingu, and the gods, his helpers, who 
accompany him, Marduk challenges Tidmat to the combat, 
“Come hither, I and thou will fight.” When they fought the 
wise among the gods caught Tiamat in the net. Through her 
opened jaws he sent the hurricane, and filled her belly with 
fearful winds. Then with the crescent sword he cut through her 
body. He cast her corpse away and stood upon it. Then 
Marduk overcame the gods, her helpers; he broke their weapons, 
and cast them into the net. So, too, he made fast the eleven 
creatures. Kingu met the same fate. Marduk tore from him the 
“amulet,” and placed it on his own breast. Then he turned 
to Tiamat again. He split her head, and caused the north wind 
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to carry her blood to hidden places. The gods, his fathers, offer 
presents to the victor. 

,. Phen was the Lord appeased. He divided the body of 
Tidmat into two parts. Of the one part he made the vault 
of heaven, and placed before it bars and watchers, that the waters 
should not stream forth. He placed the vault of heaven over 
against the primeval ocean, and built the heavens as a palace, 
corresponding to the primeval ocean, conceived of as a palace. 
Then Marduk created the stars, the sun and the moon, and the 
other planets ; he placed the stars of the zodiac, and determined 
the course of the stars and the twelve months. The following 
tablets are lost ; there is extant only a small fragment which deals 
with the creation of animals, in which these classes of land 
animals are distinguished, cattle, wild animals, and reptiles. The 
myth closes with a hymn in honour of Marduk, to whom are 
given names which celebrate his power as Lord of all, “as sheep 
may he tend the gods, all of them.” 

There are many traces of this or similar myths to be found 
in the O.T., though the number of them may have been 
exaggerated by Gunkel. The most important are perhaps 
fears ot, = Pse Ixxxix: “ro di; 3. Job -xxvi. 12¥,, ix 135: Is. xxx. 
(especially if the pointing nawt] be adopted); Ps. xl. 5, 
Pexive (42-16; 15. xxvii. r; Job xi 25, xl. 26; ‘zk. sux 
3-624, xxxii. 2-8. These passages suggest that such myths were 
popular in Israel, and used by prophets and other writers to 
illustrate and emphasize their warnings and teaching. The points 
of similarity between the Hebrew and Babylonian myths on 
which Gunkel lays stress are the following (p. 112 ff.). Origin- 
ally the “all” was water. The primeval ocean was personified 
as a fearful monster. The Babylonian Tiamat corresponds to 
the Hebrew o1nn, which is always used anarthrously as a proper 
name. The common Hebrew name for the monster Rahab 
may have its parallel in Babylonian myth, but this is not proved. 
Both myths represent the monster as a dragon, and with many 
heads. Other similar beings are mentioned, the “helpers” of 
the dragon, among whom one is prominent. In Babylonian 
myths, Kingu is associated with Tiamat; in Hebrew we find 
Rahab and Tannin, Leviathan and Tannin, Leviathan and 
Behemoth, Rahab and Nahas Bariah. In Henoch (ch. 1x.), 
Behemoth and Leviathan are represented as male and female, as 
are Kingu and Tiamat in the Babylonian story. 

These powers of the deep are in the Babylonian legend 
opposed to the gods of the Upper World, among whom Marduk 
is predominant. Even in the Hebrew story the appearance of 
other gods seems occasionally to be referred to (Job xli. 25, 
XXXVili. 7; Ps. Ixxxix. 7). 
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The monsters rebel against the Upper Gods, and claim 
the sovereignty of the World for themselves. In the Hebrew 
story the special trait of the opponents of Jahve is their overruling 
and rebellious pride. 

Before Marduk’s victory, other gods had attempted the fight. 
There is perhaps a similar reference in Job xli. rz, 25. 

Then Marduk appears. His arming is described. He 
comes on a chariot with horses, armed with sword and net, or 
with the terrible weapons of the thunder god. 

Before the fight there are shrieks of abuse or reproach. In 
the fight itself the victory is gained by wisdom rather than by 
strength. The “net” has its part to play. The helpers of the 
monster are overthrown, they bow beneath him. In the 
Babylonian story he “ puts them to shame”; cf. Ps. Ixxxix. 10 ; 
Job ix. 13. 

The corpse of the monster is not buried. This is several 
times referred to in Hebrew. Out of it the God makes the 
world. In some forms of the Hebrew story the fruitfulness of 
land that before was waste is derived from the blood and the 
flesh of the dragon (Gunkel, p. 111). The Babylonian myth 
relates that Tidmat was divided in twain—into the upper and 
lower waters. In Ps. Ixxiv. 13 we hear of the dividing of the 
sea, paralleled with the breaking of the heads of the dragons, 
and in Job xxvi. 13 of the bars of heaven (LXX, xd&«iOpa 
ovpavod dedoixacw airév). At any rate, in both stories the victory 
over the monster is followed by the creation of the world. 

Whatever exact parallels may be drawn between the 
Babylonian myths and allusions to similar stories which may be 
found, or reasonably supposed to exist, in passages in the O.T., 
there can be little doubt that Hebrew mythology knew of some 
such fight between the God of their race and the primeval 
monster of the deep. One particular form in which the myth 
seems to have been known is of special interest in connection 
with the legend of Antichrist. In at least one version the 
Dragon or monster was represented as not destroyed, but 
overcome. According to Is. xxx. 7, it is “brought to rest.”! 
When God captured him, he “spake soft words,” and became His 
servant for ever (Job xli. 3, 4). God “played” with him (Job 
xli. 5; Ps. civ. 26). He lay at the bottom of the deep, but he 
must obey God (Am. ix. 3). He could still be dangerous, so 
God set watchers over him (Job vii. 12). He is put to sleep, but 
he still could be ‘‘ waked” (Job iii. 8, xli. 10). Bars were 
placed to prevent his breaking forth (? Job xxvi. 13 LXX). 

Thus the starting-point of the legend is probably to be found 
in the stories of the combat between God and the primeval 

1 If Gunkel is right in pointing naw on as a passive participle. 
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monster, which was overcome and bound, but not killed; and 
which should once more break forth and rebel against God, to 
be overthrown in a final victory before the end of all things. 
But it took more definite shape in forms which reflected the 
experiences of the people at the hands of their enemies. Many 
of the passages which speak of the quelling of the sea describe 
also the subduing of the peoples who set themselves against God. 
In consequence of the sufferings of the people at the hands of 
their enemies, the doctrine was developed that Israel was indeed 
the chosen of God, but that for their sins they had been given 
over to the heathen powers ; and this led to the expectation of a 
great final struggle with the World-Powers before the perfecting 
of the kingdom. This is clearly seen in Ezk. (xxxviii. 2, xxxix. 
1, 6) in the prophecy of Gog, the prince of Magog, and the 
gathering of the Northern nations, regarded as types of the 
World-Power from which the final outburst against the people of 
the Lord should come. Zec. xii.—xiv. describes the final oppres- 
sion of the people by the hostile powers. All nations are 
gathered against Jerusalem (xiv. 2), and the Lord appears on 
the Mount of Olives to save His people. 

The attempt of Antiochus 1v. (Epiphanes—God manifest in 
human form) of Syria to suppress Judaism and to Hellenize the 
nation, naturally led to further development of the idea. The 
World-Power is no longer an instrument for punishment in 
Jahve’s hands, but His opponent, who goes forth to destroy the 
centre of His kingdom. Whether the BddAvypa tips épnudcews 
of Daniel is to be interpreted as the “smoke of the heathen 
sacrifice in the Temple, ascending from the altar erected there 
to Zeus in Dec. 168” or not, the author of the book certainly 
describes the past and present history of God’s kingdom in 
relation to the World-Powers in the light of the events of that 
period, and points forward to a speedy rescue, and the comple- 
tion of God’s work for His people. 

The World-Power is presented first (ch. ii.) as a colossal image 
of gold, silver, brass, and iron, which is finally shattered by the 
stone broken off from the mountains without human intervention, 
and later under the imagery of the four beasts coming up from 
the sea. The opposition of the world—as presented in the four 
successive empires, the Chaldaean, Median, Persian, and Greek— 
is to culminate in the “horn” on the fourth beast’s head, with 
“eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking great 
things,”—a clear reference to Antiochus Epiphanes. If the book 
was written at a time when the Maccabean successes had already 
driven out the idolatrous Zeus-worship from the Temple, the 
writer might easily expect a great victory and extension of the 
power of the opponent before the Divine intervention, when the 
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judgment begins, the World-Power is overthrown, and dominion 
given to the “Saints,” ze. the members of the Jewish Church 
preserved through the great tribulation and cleansed by it. In 
Dn. vii. 13 we read that one like unto a son of man was brought 
before the Ancient of days, and dominion was given unto him, 
and a kingdom, that all people should serve him. As the idea 
of a personal Messiah became more prominent, the expectation 
of a single personal opponent was developed. But on this point 
(of a personal Messiah) Jewish apocalyptic varied frequently 
during the next two centuries. 

In Nu. xxiv. 17 the “Star” which shall come forth out of 
Jacob... and break down all the sons of tumult must be 
noticed, and the Septuagint translation of ver. 7 is significant: 


éfehevoerar dvOpwros éx Tod orépuaros avrod, 
kai kuptevoer €OvGv ToAdOv’ 

kal vYwOjoera. Tey Baoidela (eavrov A F), 
kal avénOjoerar 7 Bactdela adrod. 


a o 6 have trép T'wy, which is still clearer. The Hebrew 33ND 
was read as 3§30. The Septuagint translation seems to have 
been coloured by the expectations of Messiah and Antichrist. 

The Third Book of the Sibyllines (iii. 652), which is generally 
attributed to the Maccabean period, speaks of the advent of a 
King who shall make war to cease: 


kal Tér’ dm’ jedloro Beds méuwer Bacidja, 
6s waicay yatav mavoer mohéuoro KaKkoto, 
ods pev dpa Krelvas, ots & 8pxia miord Tedéooas. 


But the storm is to burst from many points, and is directed 
against God’s people and house, not against the Messiah. And 
there is no single opponent. Gog and Magog are the names of 
lands : 


Cf. 319, alat col, xdpa Tay 75¢ Maydy péoov ofca 
AlOtérwv worapar. 


According to Sieffert, Palestinian pre-Christian literature has no 
personal anti-Messiah. 

In the Book of Enoch xc. 16 it is predicted that other parts 
of the Macedonian Empire, under the leadership of Greeks, will 
gather themselves together against the people. “ All the eagles 
and vultures and ravens and kites assembled together and brought 
with them all the sheep of the field (apostate Jews), and they all 
came together and helped each other to break that horn of the 
ram. 19. And I saw till a great sword was given to the sheep, 
and the sheep proceeded against all the beasts of the field to 
slay them ; and all the beasts and the birds of heaven fled before 
their face”; but in xc. 56 ff. the appearance of Messiah is first 
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described after the close of the wars. Cf. 37, “And I saw that a 
white bull was born, with large horns; and all the beasts of the 
field and all the birds of the air feared him, and made petition to 
hint all the time.” 

In the Psalms of Solomon (8.c. go), Messiah Himself destroys 
the foes by the word of His mouth. 


Cf. xvii. 27, dd0Opedcar 20vn Tapdvoua ev Ab6yw orbuaros avrod (cf. Is. 
xi. 4), and generally the whole passage 23-36. 


In the Fourth Book of Ezra, chs. xii., xiii., to which a Flavian 
date is assigned, and in which the fourth beast of Daniel is 
clearly identified with Rome, the heathen peoples are over- 
come by the Messiah, who comes out of the sea. Cf. xiii. 5, 
“Lo, there was gathered together a multitude of men, out of 
number, from the four winds of heaven, to make war against the 
man that came out of the sea.” 

In the Apocalypse of Baruch (xl. 1, 2), statements in this 
Passage are taken over to describe the destruction of the last 
godless king. “The last leader of that time will be left alive, 
when the multitude of his hosts will be put to the sword and be 
bound ; and they will take him up to Mt. Sion, and My Messiah 
will convict him of all his impieties, and will gather and set before 
him all the works of his hosts. And afterwards he will put him 
to death.” 

Thus in the Jewish literature which is unaffected by Christian 
modifications the development of the idea of Antichrist cannot 
be very clearly traced ; but the idea is to be found there, gaining 
or losing ground in accordance with the perpetually shifting 
character of Messianic expectations. 

It is easier to trace the development of the subject in 
Christian literature. The idea of the growth of self-seeking till 
it culminates in self-deification finds its natural sphere in 
Christian thought. And speculations about the spread of 
opposition to God and His Messiah are stripped of their national 
and political clothing and spiritualized. In the eschatological 
discourses of the Synoptic Gospels it is difficult to distinguish 
between original saying and subsequent interpolation and 
comment, even if we reject the view that they have their origin in 
a Jewish Apocalypse the contents of which have been put into 
the mouth of Jesus. But they are at least good evidence of 
eschatological views held by Christians at a comparatively early 
date. In Mt. xxiv. ff. there is no doctrine of a personal Antichrist. 
The Bdarvypa epypwoews of Daniel, whatever be the exact mean- 
ing assigned to it by the speaker or by later interpretation, is 
connected with the approaching tribulations of the last days and 
the national sufferings of the Jews. The Son of Man, a title 
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which seems to be definitely Messianic, at least in the Similitudes 
of Enoch, is represented as about to come on the clouds of 
heaven (cf. Dn. vii.). But the hostile peoples are stili conceived 
of as God’s instruments to punish. The “kingdom,” however, is 
separated from the national fate of Israel. The “Son of man” 
is opposed, not as in Daniel by world-rulers who destroy the 
Jewish theocracy, but by false prophets and false Messiahs 
(Mt. xxiv. 5). Popular ‘‘ Messianism” is rejected by Jesus in 
the history of the Temptation (iv. 1 ff.) and in the rebuke to 
Peter (xvi. 23). He condemns the selfish aspirations of national 
zealots (cf. Jn. vi. 15, x. 8, v. 43), though He can train the 
enthusiasm of such men to the better work of heralding the 
kingdom (Mt. x. 4). 

These views were taken up into the Apostolic preaching, and 
form the basis of what S. Paul taught at Thessalonica. He 
combines them with several traits clearly borrowed from Jewish 
popular expectation. The doctrine of one single opponent, in 
whom all that is antichristian culminates, is clearly seen in his 
conception of the Man of Sin. Whether the Second Epistle to 
the Thessalonians is genuine in its present form or not, there 
can be little doubt that the picture drawn in the 2nd chapter 
is mainly Pauline. Its exact agreement with the circumstances 
of his time is remarkable: or, at any rate, a perfectly natural 
interpretation of all that is said there can be found if it is explained 
on these lines. The coming of Christ cannot be till the apostasy 
is fully developed, and the opposition to the Christ is con- 
summated in the appearance of the Man of Sin, the Son of 
perdition, who opposes and exalts himself against all that is 
called God, and is worshipped, and sets up his throne in God’s 
Temple. Apparently this “Man of Sin” is to be an apostate 
Jew. The mystery of lawlessness, which is already working, is 
clearly the Jewish opposition to the work of Christianity, of 
which S. Paul had been the victim in every place where he 
had proclaimed the Christ since his conversion, and which had 
been specially virulent at Thessalonica (Ac. xvii. 5; cf. 1 Th. 
i. 15, 16). Throughout his career, S. Paul found in Jewish 
Opposition the worst hindrance to the spread of the Gospel. It 
would reach its climax in the appearance of Antichrist. At 
present its working was restrained by the power of the Roman 
Empire (76 xaréxov), concentrated as it was in the person of a 
single ruler (6 xaréywv). Till a far later period of his life, he 
always found support and protection in the authorities of the 
Empire of which he was a citizen. It was an essential part of 
his conception of the last things that “So long as Rome lasts, 
lasts the World.” This much is certain, whether or not we 
choose to see in 6 karéxwy an allusion to the name of Claudius 
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(qui claudit). But he was conscious of the weakness as well as 
the strength of the Roman position. And he expected its 
downfall, and the overthrow of all authority and law, during the 
time of stress which was to precede the “unveiling” of the 
Christ. The freaks of Caligula had brought this home to all 
thinking men. And in his picture of the Man of Sin, S. Paul 
borrows traits from the episode of Caligula’s attempt to set up his 
statue, in the guise of Zeus, in the Jewish Temple. Thus the 
opposition of Judaism, which had lost its opportunity when it 
crucified the Messiah, is the main factor in the war against the 
Christ. But heathen opposition had to be encountered as well, 
and in particular it had proved a serious obstacle at Thessalonica 
(x Th. ii. 14) ; and this will account for any heathen traits in the 
picture of the opponent. 

It may be worth noticing in this connection that the thought 
of Jewish opposition and unbelief may help to explain a difficult 
section of the Second Epistle to the Corinthians (vi. 14—vii. 1). 
If S. Paul is there thinking first of the evil effect of Jewish 
companionship, though heathen contamination is not altogether 
excluded (ver. 16), the want of connection between the passage 
and the sections which precede and follow is less pronounced. 
And in later Jewish literature Beliar is the name for Antichrist, 
whether he is conceived of as apostate Jew (Ascension of Isaiah) 
or Roman Emperor (Sibylline Oracles, iii. 63, é« d¢ ceBaoryvov 
née Bediap perdricbev, unless, indeed, the passage indicates a 
Samaritan origin of Antichrist). It is at least probable that when 
S. Paul wrote this section of 2 Corinthians, he still thought of 
Antichrist as the person in whom Jewish opposition to the faith 
should find its consummation. 

But, however this may be, it is at least clear that the passage 
about the Man of Sin in 2 Thess. is most naturally interpreted, 
if we suppose that S. Paul is developing a popular legend in the 
light of Christ’s teaching about the last things, his own experi- 
ences at the hands of his countrymen, the episodes of the 
desecration of the Temple by Antiochus and the attempt of 
Caligula to set up his statue within its precincts. Recent 
experiences and historical incidents have added new traits to a 
well-known popular conception. And both the legend and the 
events are needed to explain the picture. 

The use of the Antichrist legend is equally clear in the 
Apocalypse. Gunkel has clearly shown the impossibility of 
interpreting the 12th chapter on purely historical lines. And 
many of the details recall most vividly the legend of the Sea- 
monster, which shall once more raise war against the Lord’s 
anointed. It is very probable that a Jewish Apocalypse which 
itself borrowed traits from older mythological traditions to describe 
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the birth of Messiah, born in heaven, caught up to the throne of 
God and hidden in the wilderness till the appointed time, has 
been incorporated by the seer, and adapted to the circumstances of 
Christ and the Church, the borrowed details in many cases being 
quite unsuitable to their new application, in order to comfort his 
readers with the thought that their sufferings are really but a 
stage in the working out of God’s purpose for their final triumph. 

That which is woe for the earth, is matter of rejoicing in heaven, 

when the Dragon is cast down, and the first stage in the process of 
his destruction is accomplished. The hostility of the Dragon to 
the Messiah, the consequent war between Michael and the 
Dragon and their respective hosts, the identification of the 
Dragon with the old serpent, the Devil and Satan, the deceiver 
of the whole world, and the Water cast out as a river to destroy 
the Woman, are all reminiscences of popular myths of which 
traces have been found throughout the O.T. and elsewhere in 
the New. 

In ch. xiii. 1 the beast coming up out of the sea points the 
same way, though here the adaptation of the myth to the circum- 
stances of Roman history are clear, whether the solution of the 
riddle of xiii. 18 is to be found in the older guess of Dp $173, 
and the sufferings of the Neronic persecution, or Deissmann’s 
suggestion of Kooap eos and the Emperor-worship of the time 
of Domitian, is preferred. 

Perhaps the clearest use of the Antichrist legend is to be 
found in xiii. 11, where the “two horns like unto a lamb” of 
the beast that came up out of the earth, emphasize his attempt 
to deceive by pretending to be the Messiah. 

The 17th chapter, which offers the clearest indications 
of the identification of the beast with Rome, now regarded by 
Christians as the great enemy, and no longer the restraining and 
protecting power which S. Paul found in the Empire, shows how 
the mythical figure gains new attributes in consequence of new 
experiences, but does not throw much light on the older myth. 
But the gathering together of the nations, Gog and Magog, for 
the war in xx. 7, 8, recalls the earlier feature of the legend. 

In the Epistles of S. John there is no real use of the legend 
itself at all, They contribute nothing but the name to our 
knowledge of it. The writer refers to a popular legend which 
had formed the basis of Apostolic teaching, as in earlier times 
the prophets and psalmists had made use of similar mythological 
ideas to enforce the lessons which they had to teach. But the 
process of spiritualization is complete. The writer finds in the 
false teaching which is growing apace the fulfilment of the popular 
expectation of the coming of the great antagonist who is to lead 
the last and final opposition of the powers of the world to the 
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kingdom of the Christ. Whether this opposition is soon to 
culminate in the work of a single opponent he leaves uncertain. 
It is not a matter which interests him. The mystery of law- 
lessness is already working in those who are inspired by the 
spirits who do not confess Jesus Christ come in flesh. In this 
the “word” Antichrist cometh is fulfilled. The writer’s business 
is with the reality to which the legend points; with the legend 
itself he has but little to do. 

It is unnecessary here to trace the further developments of 
the Antichrist legend in later Jewish and Christian expectation. 
They show a more or less definite, but continually shifting, 
popular tradition which took its start in the old myth of the 
Sea-monster overcome, but only confined and not destroyed, by 
the power of God, which should once more break its bonds, 
and make a last attack on the powers of light before the final 
establishment of the Messianic kingdom. 


B. ii. 28-iv. 6. 

Second presentation of the two theses, ethical and Christo- 
logical, the two being discussed separately, but with express 
reference to their connection. 

I. ii. 28-iii. 24. 

The doing of righteousness, especially genuine brotherly 
love, the true sign of the Birth from God. Corresponding 
exhortation. 

I. ii. 28-iii. 6. 

The thesis, and the exhortation to recognize this truth, 
shown by the obligation, involved in the gift of Divine kinship 
and the hope of its completion, of self-purification. The wide 
prevalence of antinomianism. The incompatibility of knowledge 
of God and yielding to sin. 

(a) ii. 28-iii. 3. 

(4) iil. 4-6. 

ii. 28-iii. 3. 

The gift of Divine kinship carries with it the obligation to 
self-purification. 

1. This verse is closely connected with the preceding. It is 
a meditation on the last words of that verse, é€ airot yeyévvnta. 
The writer is trying to restore the waning enthusiasm of his 
readers, and to recall them to their first love. He therefore 
reminds them of their high privilege and position. God has 
given them proof of His love. He has bestowed on them 
the rank and title of His children, sharers in His nature. And 
it is no mere title. It corresponds to real facts, if they will 
but realize them, and respond to them. And these facts are 
the cause of the hostile attitude of the world. Those who do 
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not know God have no sympathy with those who share His 
nature. 

An interesting parallel to this passage is found in /irge 
Aboth, iii. 22 (ed. Taylor, 1897), “Beloved are Israel that they 
are called children of God; greater love (was it that it) was made 
known to them that they are called children of God, as it is 
said, Ye are the children of the Lord your God” (Dt. xiv. 1). 
We may also compare and contrast (cf. Windisch, ad Joc.) 
Philo, de confusione ling. 146 f. (Cohn, ii. p. 257) Kat yap et pyre 
ixavol Oeod maides vouiter Oar yeyovapev, GAAG, ToL THS deLdods €ixdvos 
a’rov, Adyou Tod tepwrdrov. The emphasis on the direct relation 
of Christians to God is characteristic of the Epistle, though the 
writer conceives of this relationship as realized in and through 
Christ. 

ere moray] Cf. Gal. vi. 11, ere ryrlkos ipiv ypdupaciv 
éypaya: and for the combination with zoramdés, Mk. xiii. 1, ide 
motamot Nido. In the N.T. zoramds generally suggests surprise, 
and very often something of an admirable character (gualem, 
Latt. verss.). Cf. Mt. viii. 27; Lk. i. 29, vii. 39. 2 P. ili. 11 
(rorarrovs Set tbrdpxew duds év dyious dvaotpodais;). The Latt. 
verss. never use cujas, moramds having lost its reference to 

lace. 
. dydanv] Love, not token of love. ‘The Divine love is, as 
it were, infused into them, so that it is their own, and becomes in 
them the source of a divine life.” 

Sé8wxev] is better supported than the aorist, and is intrinsi- 
cally superior. The results of what they have received are 
permanent and abiding. Nowhere else in N.T. does éydrnv 
didovae occur. 

6 mathp| suggested by the following réxva Beod. Cf. Rev. xxi. 7. 

iva, téxva, Oe00 KAnAGpev] Another instance of the definitive 
iva. It is difficult to find any “full telic” force here. God did 
not give His love to men in order that they might be called 
sons. ‘The greatness of His love to them was manifested in 
this, that He allowed Himself to be called their Father. Cf. 
ver. II, atry éotiv 4 ayyedia, . . . va ayatGuev. According to 
the general usage of this Epistle and the Fourth Gospel, réxva 
6eod emphasizes the community of nature as distinguished from 
the dignity of heirship. The ‘being called” includes the 
“being,” but it is not synonymous with it. It lays special 
stress on the dignity of the Christian title and position. 

kat éopév] An awkward parenthesis, which scribes naturally 
dropped, as in the Receptus, or adapted to the sentence, as 
in the Latin Versions, e¢ simus. But it is in the author’s style. 
Cf. the true text of Jn. i. 15, Kéxpayey A¢yov—otros Hv 6 eimav— 
‘O ériow pov épxéuevos, and also Apoc. i. 6; 2 Jn. 2. And it 


é 
III. 1, 2.] NOTES ON I JOHN 81 


also adds force to the sentence. “It is no mere empty title. 
It is a realized fact, though some are in danger of forgetting it.” 
Justin seems to have known this verse; Dial. c. Try. 123 (353 B), 
ovTws kal Hpets ard Tov yevvyrayros pas eis eov Xpworov, —Kat 
Geod réxva aAnOiva Kadovpeba Kai eopev, of Tas evrodAas TOD Xpiorov 
pvAdocortes. 

Sud Todo] Because they knew not God. As usual, the refer- 
ence of rovro is to what follows. They do not recognize us, 
because they did not know God. Those who failed to know 
God (ot« €yvw) in creation, in history, in the revelation made by 
Jesus Christ, naturally fail to know those who are of like 
nature. 

ayamrnv] post rarnp A (v). 

ate & BCKL Pal. longe plu. Thphyl, Oec.] edwxev A L 13. 27 
eser scr, 

nev] vw B K* 22. 31*. 80. 100: post tarnp H” (33). 

Texva OYeov KAnOwuer] KANOnTeE Texva OU J? 5382 (2), 

rai ecwev] Kae eoriy £718 (61) [#997 205. 106. 261 (96); om. K Lal. plu. 
arm2, 

nuas] vuas N* K L P al.“ arm-codd. Thphyl. Oec. 

eyvw] eyywxare P 192: eyvwre 100 al. pauc. 

avrov]+o xoopos J° 174 (252). 

2. The thought of réxva cod is expanded in connection with 
the thought of the Parousia. Here and now they have attained 
to the position of “children of God.” Their present dignity 
is as nothing compared with the glory which shall be revealed. 
The exact conditions of their future state have not yet been 
made clear. What has already become matter of common 
knowledge is that, the more fully Christ is revealed, the closer 
will be their likeness to Him. What they have seen of Christ 
incarnate has raised them to the position of God’s children. 
If He is fully made manifest, those who see Him as He is “will 
be consummated in the divine likeness to which it was the 
divine purpose that they should attain” (Westcott). Cf. Gn. i. 
26. Allis not yet made manifest, but they have so learned the 
Christ that they know that it is “‘God’s task to make the 
heavenly period Perfect the earthen.” 

dyamntot| Cf. iii. 21, iv. 11, and contrast ii. 7, iv. 1, 7. The 
word is used here, not to introduce a new section, but to call 
attention to a further meditation on what has preceded. The 
writer uses the term which reminds his readers of their and 
his common share in the gift which God has given. 

viv téxva Ocod éopév| Cf. wal éopév of the preceding verse. 
What they have at present justifies their full confidence for the 
future, which will bring the complete unfolding of that which 
is even now present, though its manifestation is hindered by 
the circumstances in which they are placed. 
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ove ébavepdOy] For ovzw with the aorist, where the writer 
is not looking back on a time separated by an interval from 
that of writing or speaking, cf. Mk. xi. 2 (ovdels ot éxdOicer) ; 
1 Co. viii. 2 (ef tus Soxed . . . odzrw éyvw); He. xii. 4 (otrw péxpus 
aiwaros évtikatéornte); Apoc. xvii. 10 (6 aAXos otrw 7HAGev), 12 
(Bacireav ovrw é\aBov). The statement denies that there has 
ever yet been a moment at which it could be said épavepa6y, 
where the aorist would be either timeless, or expressive of what 
has just happened. There is no necessary reference to any 
occasion “on which the revelation might have been expected,” 
such as the manifestation of the Risen Lord (Westcott). 

oidapev] We know enough to justify confidence even if no 
complete revelation has as yet been made. Great as are our 
privileges now, how far greater then! Nothing short of being 
like God in Christ. Contrast yedoxoper (ii. 3, 18, iii. 24, etc.) : 
here no progress in knowledge is suggested: we are aware of 
the future likeness. 

édv havepw0y| May mean either (1) ¢f zt shall be revealed, i.e. 
our future condition (ri éode6a), or (2) “if He shall be revealed,” 
z.e. Christ. The first is the more natural interpretation so far 
as grammar is concerned. It connects the words naturally with 
the preceding otrw édpavepdfy. And it gives an adequate 
meaning to the words. “If our future glory is revealed, it will 
be found to be not less than likeness to God, the open vision 
of whose glory shall transform us.” In favour of (2) is the use 
of pavepw6j of Christ in ver. 28 of the preceding chapter, and 
the general sense of the passage. Throughout the passage the 
writer’s thoughts are turned to the revelation of Christ in His 
glory at His Parousia. If He be manifested in His true glory, 
the vision will change us to His likeness. Cf. 2 Co. iii. 18, ryv 
ddgav Kupiov xatorrpilopevor tHv airiy eixdva perapophovpeba ard 
dd€ns eis Sdgav: Col. iil. 4, drdv 6 Xprords pavepwhR . . . TOTE Kal 
tucis ov attd pavepwhjcecbe ev Sdé. And if the use of 
gavepodca. in il. 28 partly suggests this interpretation, in spite 
of the intervening ovrw épavepwOn, where the ri écdueba deter- 
mines the meaning of the verb, it must also be remembered 
that the language of soliloquy and meditation has to some 
extent its own rules. To one pondering over the future glory 
of the Son of God, in the light of the present revelation of the 
Risen Lord, which suggests so much more than it actually 
reveals, the words €dv davepwOf could probably have but one 
meaning. ‘To us it would have been clearer if the subject had 
been definitely expressed. It does not follow that the same is 
true of the writer, or of those for whose sakes he is giving written 
form to his meditations. Very possibly they had often heard 
him meditate on the theme éav gavepwO7. He uses the word 
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gavepotoba eighteen times, and in twelve Christ is the subject, 
though most of them refer to His manifestation in the flesh. 

Sporo.] Contrast Ph. ii. 6, 76 efvar toa OeG. And for the 
thought, cf. Plato, Zheaetetws, 176 B, puyt S& épotwors 76 Ged Kara. 
76 duvardv: Greg. Thaum. Paneg. in Origenem, c. 12, 76 ye wavTwv 
TéXos OdX Erepdy TL ola 7} KaapPG TO vO éLopowbévta TpowedOeiv 
TO Ged kat pevew év ait@. Apoc. xxil. 4, Kal dovra: 76 rpdcwrov 
aitod. Similes, guia beati, says Bede. 

ru] “ Because we shall see Him as He is.” What men saw 
of Jesus of Nazareth, when He manifested His glory under the 
limitations of human life, raised them to the position of réxva 
Geov, in the case of all who received Him (Jn. i. 13). How 
much greater transforming power shall there be in the vision of 
Him as He is, no longer veiled by the conditions of earthly life ! 

It is possible to take dr «.7.X. as giving the proof of the 
knowledge (oiSauev). We know that we shall be like Him, for 
we know that we shall see Him; and only the pure in heart 
shall see God. He is visible only to those who share His 
nature. Like is perceived by like alone. But if the writer had 
meant this he surely would have expressed himself differently. 
He often leaves not a little for his readers to supply. But he 
demands from them the use of spiritual insight rather than of 
mental acuteness. Weiss’ explanation is too ingenious for its 
context. 


texva] post deov P 31. 

Te] ore £277 (54) A? (415). 

ovdamev]+de KL al. pler. cat. syrs* cap. sah? aeth, Or. Dam. 
Thphyl. 

ore (2 2°)] pr. Kou [239% 205. 106. 201 (96) : car 74158 (395), 

opoueda} ovwpueba 31 al.2s*: uzdemus, boh-ed. 


8. The possession of such a hope is the strongest incentive 
to absolute purity. The hope is not really grasped except by 
those whose striving towards this goal is eager and constant. 
The hope is not stated to be the necessary condition of the 
purity, but the purity is the necessary result of the hope. It is 
not denied that other causes may produce a similar result. But 
where such a hope really exists the striving after purity must 
follow. The Christian hope is incompatible with moral in- 
difference. No one, not even the “Gnostic,” is raised by it 
above the moral obligations. And the purity aimed at is 
absolute. The standard is nothing less than the perfected 
human life of the glorified Christ. 

mas] The use of was in this Epistle and in the Gospel is 
instructive. It generally sets aside the claims of some party 
or other who claimed special privileges or exemptions for them- 
selves. 
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6 Zyov . . . én atte] The form of expression emphasizes the 
thought of hope possessed and enjoyed as a sure possession 
(éxew Amida being stronger than the simple verb), and which 
rests on the Christ, and is therefore surely and securely grounded. 
Contrast Ac. xxiv. 15, €Amida éywy eis rov Oedv, reaching as far as 
(Westcott). Cf. 1 Ti. iv. 10, v. 5. See Introduction, p. iv; 
also 1 Ti. vi. 17; 1 P. i. 13, 21. ém airg@ must, of course, refer 
to Christ. 

Gyvite.| Cf. Ex. xix. rof.; Nu. viii. 21; Jos. ili. 5; 1 Es. vii. 
ro, and also Jn. xi. 55. Those who appeared before God at 
the Jewish feasts were required first to purify themselves from 
all Levitical and ceremonial uncleanness. The hope of appear- 
ing before the presence of God, and of seeing Christ as He is, 
necessarily inspires its possessors with the desire of putting 
away every defilement which clouds the vision of God, even as 
the human nature of the Christ, made perfect through the 
discipline and suffering of earthly life, has even now been ex- 
alted to the unveiled presence of the Father. 

xa0as] He has attained, and those who hope to attain like- 
wise will naturally spare no effort to follow the same path. But 
Kafds suggests a pattern, rather than introduces a motive. 

éxetvos| For the change of pronoun, cf. Jn. v. 39, and 
perhaps xix. 35. Throughout the Epistle exetvos used absol- 
utely refers to Christ. Cf. ii. 6 (note). 

dyvés| For the difference between dyvés and xafapds, see 
Westcott’s note. Kafapdés seems to state the objective fact, 
dyvés emphasizes the subjective feeling. The Vulg. commonly 
has castus for dyvds, but here has sanctus. 

Tv edmida] fidem, sah4, 
TauvTny] om. £4 7 367 (S05), 
em avrw] em aurov 2. 25. 30. 


post eavrov boh-sah. (2x eo): ev aurw 31. 
eauTov] avrov 31* os, 


4. was] Cf. ver. 3 (note). In contrast with those who seek 
to cleanse themselves from all defilement, are set those who 
continue to do the sin which defiles and separates from God. 
There is no special class of i/wminati, superior to the obligation 
to keep the moral law. The test of progress is obedience. 
Those who fail to do the will of God, to work out the best of 
which their nature is capable, are breaking the law of God, 
which is the law of their being. All sin is law-breaking ; all 
falling short of the highest possible is disobedience to God’s law 
for men, the law of self-realization after the pattern of the Christ. 
He that fails to do righteousness breaks the law. 

Thy dvoniav] dvouia here is, of course, not the antinomianism 
of the “Gnostic.” The condemnation of that would have 
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required the converse of the statement here made, “ All dvopio 
is sin.” But the writer is undoubtedly thinking of the claim 
made by the superior “Gnostic,” that he is at liberty to follow 
the leading of his own desires, without being under any obliga- 
tion to the moral law, which is only binding on the ignorant and 
the inferior. The sins of which the writer is thinking are 
failures to fulfil the law of love, rather than grosser sins of 
the flesh, which are hardly, perhaps never, referred to in this 
Epistle. But whatever form they take, sinful acts are not 
matters of indifference. In the case of all men, even the most 
intelligent, they are transgressions of a valid law. He who 
stoops to them shows himself thereby to be no true réxvov Oeov. 

Kat 4 Gpapria «.t.A.] The xaé adds a clause which carries the 
thought a step further. Not only is “doing sin” a violation 
of law, but sin in its very nature is a transgression of the law of 
God. It is the self-assertion of the finite against the eternal 
will of Him who has the right to claim absolute obedience. 


Tv 1°] om. 31. 
7 2°] pr. kar N* : (?) om, 22 (83), 
eoTrw]+6e A 8 (x), 


5. kat oidate «.7.4.| Not only does he who commits sin 
break a Divine law, but he stultifies the whole purpose of the 
Incarnation. Christ was manifested to men in His earthly life 
in order to take away sin, to destroy and remove it. And 
being sinless Himself, it was in His power to do so. To 
these two great incentives to self-cleansing, the purpose of 
the Incarnation, and the power of the Incarnate Christ, the 
writer can appeal as to part of the normal Christian conscious- 
ness, whether he includes himself (oidauev) or speaks only of 
his readers (oidare). 

éxetvos| Cf. ver. 3. The writer apparently sees no difficulty in 
using éxeivos and airés in the same verse with reference to the 
same subject: though, of course, the case where éxetvos stands 
first is not strictly parallel to those in which it follows the use of 
avrds, as in ver. 3. 

épavepéy| The word is used more frequently, as here, by 
the writer with reference to Christ’s first coming, or manifesta- 
tion, in the flesh. Cf. 1 Ti. ili. 16; 1 P. i. 20. 

dpy| Take away, ze. destroy. The Hebrew x is used in 
both senses of faking away and bearing. But it is differently 
translated into Greek in the two cases. Aipew expresses the 
former, Pepew the latter. Cf. Is. lili, 11, ras duaptias atrav 
aires avoicet, 

tas dpaptias| whether used absolutely, or with the addition 
of 7uav, denotes the many acts in which the sin of humanity is 
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expressed. The concrete expression is more forcible than the 
absolute (rv déuapriar). 

Gpaptia év aire obk éotw] cf. Jn. vii. 18, ddixia év aitd od« 
éorw. The statement is made of the whole human life of the 
Christ (éorvv), and is not confined to the earthly part of it. In 
virtue of His sinlessness He can accomplish the purpose of the 
Incarnation; and the thought also suggests the means by which 
it can be accomplished, a thought which is futher developed in 
the next verse. Cf. Augustine, “In quo non est peccatum ipse 
uenit auferre peccatum. Nam si esset in illo peccatum, auferen- 
dum est illi, non ipse auferret.” 


odare ABCKL al. pler. vg. boh-codd. syr. aeth. Tert. Aug.] 
odauev S 40. 98 tol. sah. arm. boh-ed. Fulg. 

Tas auaprias ABP 5. 13. 27.66**. 81 am. fu. demid. harl. tol. cop. 
syr. aeth. Tert. Aug. Fulg.]+7uov N CKL al. pler. cat. vg. sah. syr. 
Ath. Thphyl. Oec. 

ev auTw] post eorw & sah. cop. aeth. 


6. In so far as union with the Sinless is realized, sin ceases 
to be. The doing of sin shows that the Christ has never been 
fully seen or known. The statements are made absolutely, 
after the writer’s wont. ‘They must, of course, be interpreted in 
the light of i. 8 ff., where the writer makes it clear that he does 
not mean that those who have realized their union with 
Christ have actually attained as yet to a state of complete sin- 
lessness. Where sin is, the vision of the Christ has not yet been 
made perfect. There is nothing to show that the writer is de- 
scribing the gezeral character of the Christian, which remains 
unchanged by separate sinful acts, inasmuch as they are foreign 
to it and do not affect it as a whole. The statement is made 
absolutely without reference to the modifications necessary 
when it is applied to the individual case. 

év ait@ pévew] As contrasted with efvar, wevew perhaps 
suggests in this context the necessity of human effort. 

odx dpaptdver] Augustine has supplied the necessary modi- 
fication, “In quantum in ipso manet, in tantum non peccat,” a 
sentence which Bede has incorporated in his Commentary 
(cf. Westcott’s note). 

Edpaxev . . €yvwxev] The vision and the knowledge have 
their abiding results. épav is used by the writer of spiritual 
vision. It cannot be restricted here (as by Weiss) to those who 
had actually seen the Lord in the flesh, éyvwxev being added to 
meet the case of later disciples. Cf. Bede, ‘‘ Visionem dicit et 
cognitionem fidei, qua iusti etiam in hac uita deum uidere 
delectantur, donec ad ipsam speciem apertae visionis eius in 
futuro preueniant, de qua supra dicitur, Quoniam uidebimus 
eum sicuti est,” a passage which is also based on Augustine’s 
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comment, “ est illuminatio per fidem, est illuminatio per speciem.” 
If the two words are to be distinguished here, épav lays stress 
on the object, which appears and is “grasped by the mental vision, 
ywoéoxev on the subsequent subjective apprehension of what is 
grasped in the vision, or it is unfolded gradually in experience. 
mas 2°] pr. kat 38. 67 (mg.). 95. 96**. BY (mg.) hs*t vg. syr. aeth. arm. 
Or. Thphyl. Aug. (senel): pr. duo 7°78 
eyvoxer eyvw q» 365, 472 xa) [¢ 28. 116 on) K 8359 (479). 

2. iii. 7-18. Elucidation of the thesis (ethical), and earnest 
warning against those who would lead them astray. 

(2) 7-10. Further meditation on the Divine Birth. The 
opposite statement. He that sinneth is of the Devil. 

(4) 10-17. Clearer definition of sin as failure to love the 
brethren, and of its opposite, love. 

7. The views of the false teachers were plausible, and there 
was imminent danger of some of the faithful being seduced. 
But the facts were clear. He, and he only, who shows the 
fruits of righteousness in what he does, is righteous. Righteous- 
ness is always known by its fruits. There are no heights of 
knowledge, or superior kinds of nature, for which action is a 
matter of indifference. 

texvia] If this is the true reading, the appeal is again made 
to their common (spiritual) nature. There is some authority for 
the reading zaid/a, which would be equally suitable. The danger 
would have been less imminent, if they had used their own powers, 
and shown themselves less dependent on the moral guidance of 
others. 

prdets mAavdtw] Cf. ii. 26. They must yield to the seduc- 
tions of no one, however prominent his position or plausible 
his arguments. It is, of course, possible that the writer is 
thinking of some particular opponent. 

6 modv| Cf. i. 6, iii, 4, etc. If the character is true, the 
whole life will be an expression of it, even as the whole of 
Christ’s life was a continuous expression of the character and 
person in whom God could be well pleased. 

éxetvos] Cf. vv. 3, 4 (notes). Righteousness was fully realized 
in Him who set the Christian standard. No lower ideal would 
prove a sufficient incentive to holiness, ze. the highest self- 
realization of which the nature of man is capable, who was 
created in order to grow into the likeness of God. 

rexvia & BK Lal. pler. cat. Thphyl. Oec. m vg. syr. Tert. Aug.] radia 

ACP 5. 13. 27. 29 arm. (uid.) cop. syr?™s Leif.: +pov 15. 26. 36. 68 
cat. sah. syrs aeth. 
pndets] wn tus A. 
mow dikacocuvyv (? ? cf. v. Soden, p. 1856)] dixacos wy A 5° (W), 
Sixavos (? 2°)] om. A 5* (33). 
THY 2°] om. N*. 
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8. & movay thy dpaptiav] The contrast to 74. He whose 
whole course of action is the expression of “sin,” belongs to the 
Devil, from whom the life which animates him is derived, as the 
higher life which issues in righteousness proclaims its possessor 
a téxvov Oeov. 

éx tod SaBddou éoriv] Cf. Bede, “Non carnis originem 
ducendo ex diabolo sicut Manichaeus impurissime de cunctis 
credit hominibus: sed imitationem uel suggestionem peccandi 
sumendo ab illo, quomodo et nos filii Abrahae sumus facti, 
imitando fidem Abrahae,” a suggestive note, though it ignores 
the nearer illustrations of the context. 

dw dpxijs] The meaning of dx dpxjs has been variously 
interpreted. It has generally been understood either of (1) the 
beginning of “sinning,” ze. the Fall of Adam, or events which 
preceded the first sin of man; or (2) the beginning of the exist- 
ence of the Devil. His first act was one of sin. The uncertainty 
of both these interpretations has led Rothe and others to give 
the phrase a logical rather than a temporal meaning. “Satan 
sins, the author would say, ‘far principe, for the sake of 
sinning. Other sinners sin for the sake of another. In contrast 
to him all human sin is derived.” Whether the actual phrase 
can bear such an interpretation or not, the point of view of the 
readers has surely been overlooked. The writer must have 
intended a meaning which the words could suggest to them. 
The phrase must therefore be interpreted in accordance with 
Jn. vill. 44, 1.1; Gn. i. 1, etc. The attempt to assign a definite 
date, so to speak, is a mistake. ‘‘The earliest times spoken of 
in Genesis” would perhaps be the nearest popular paraphrase. 
“ From the first” would give its meaning with fair accuracy. It 
denotes the earliest events which have any bearing on the point 
at issue. From the very first, long before the first actual sin 
of any man, “the devil sinneth,” and the course begun from the 
first has been continued ever since. All human sin, therefore, 
has its origin in what is external to the man who sins. It comes 
from an external source. It is not self-originated or part of 
man’s nature. As Westcott has said elsewhere, ‘There is no 
view of human nature so inexpressibly sad as that which leaves 
out the Fall.” As also F. D. Maurice has said, “There has 
been no period of the existence of human beings in which they 
have not been liable to the assaults of this Tempter.” 

There is nothing in the passage to suggest that the writer 
held a “dualistic” view of the origin of evil, considering the 
Devil “an originally evil being”; but it is manifest that he 
believed in a personal Tempter. Cf. Jn. viii. 44. 

_ €is TodTo épavepdOy x.7.d.] All such action is in direct opposi- 
tion to the purpose of the Incarnation of the Son of God, who 
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was manifested in the flesh in order to destroy the works of the 
Devil, z.¢. the sins which he has introduced into the lives of men. 

Aton] “destroy.” The word generally includes the sugges- 
tion of destroying, undoing or dissolving, that which forms the 
bond of cohesion. Cf. Jn. ii. 19, v. 18, vii. 23 (the Lord 
‘*dissolved” the Jewish sabbatical tradition by applying to the 
question the higher principle of the duty of restoring man to his 
true self). Windisch aptly quotes the Aoyiov of the Egyptian 
Gospel, 7AOov karaddoar Ta Epya THs Ondreias. 


0 1°] +e A 25. 68 kscr tol. boh-ed. arm. aeth. Leif. 
Avon] Avoei B 100: AvOy P. 


9. He who is begotten of God must be in character like God 
who begat him. Sin, which is of the Devil, finds no place in 
him. 

& yeyevynpévos] Compare and contrast Jn. i. 13, éx Oeod 
éyervnSnoav. Here the writer emphasizes not only the initial 
act, or the single act, but its permanent results. 

dpaptiav ob movet] Anarthrous and therefore qualitative. He 
does not do that which is sinful in character. But the absence 
of the article should not be pressed. 

dt. omépya| The seed which produces the new life in him 
(cf. Jn. i. 13), aS a permanent and abiding factor.1 The inter- 
pretation which equates orépua with the Word of God (“semen 
dei, id est uerbum dei,” Bede, from Augustine, who adds, “ unde 
dicit Apostolus, Per Euangelium ego uos genui, 1 Co. iv. 15) 
receives some support from 1 P. i. 23; Ja. i. 18, but is hardly 
in accordance with the Johannine teaching, in which the Spirit 
is the author of the new birth (cf. Jn. ii.). Wohlenberg in an 
interesting paper has pleaded for the interpretation which 
identifies omépya Oeod with God’s children collectively (cf. Jn. 
Vili. 33, orépua ABpadu). It has the advantage of referring airod 
and év air@ to the same person (God’s children abide in Him), 
but it makes the following clause, ov dWvarar . . . yeyévvyrat, very 
difficult both in grammar and sense. As Law has pointed out, 
the last clause must then have run (“and they cannot sin, because 
they abide in Him”). Still less can be said for Karl’s inter- 
pretation of the words as referring to Christ. Cf., however, 
Justin, Afo/. i. 32, where we perhaps have an echo of this.? 

ob Suvarae x.7.A.] The fact that he has been begotten of God 
excludes the possibility of his committing sin as an expression of 
his true character, though actual sins may, and do, occur, in so 
far as he fails from weakness to realize his true character. Cf. 


1Cf. Philo, De Ebriet. 30 (Cohn, ii. p. 176), 7a Tod Oeo8 orépuara. 
2 of musrevovres atry avOpwirat, év ols oiket TO apd Tod Oeod orépua, d 


dbyos. 
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Jn. viii. 33, 39. Every téxvoy must reproduce the works of his 
father. In so far as any man is a téxvov Oeot he “cannot” do 
the works of the Devil. The writer speaks, however, here as 
elsewhere, in the absolute language of the prophet rather than 
. with the circumspection of the casuist. On the N.T. doctrine 
of Birth from God, see Windisch, p. 118. 


mas] pr. dio ayamnro [° 78 (56), 

yeyevvnuevos] yeyernuevos K 99. 100. 177* js oS al, pauce 
rou (? 1°)] om. 8 (33) #1 (179). 

apapriav ov Tove] zon peccat sah. boh. 

omeppa] pr. To Z° 51 (216) O% (154). 

avrou] dez sahd: om. J* 2 (231). 

apapraverv] apapriay mornoa [8 (395). 

o7t] oars J 264 (233), 


10. év todt~] This may possibly refer to what has preceded, the 
not-doing or the doing of sin, which are the distinguishing 
characteristics of the classes into which the writer divides man- 
kind. But it is more probable, and more in accordance with the 
writer’s usual custom, that the reference is to what follows, the 
achievement of, or the failure to achieve, righteousness and love 
(cf. ii. 3). For the construction, cf. the note on i. 4. 

gavepd| The writer is striving to give his readers a dis- 
tinguishing test which can be easily applied. It is, of course, to 
the judgment of men, not the judgment of God, that the two 
clues become manifest. 

téxva To SiaBdAou] cf. Acts xiii. 10, vie duaBdAov, and Jn. viii. 
The teaching of this section of the Epistle can hardly be under- 
stood without reference to the 8th chapter of the Gospel, with 
which it is intimately connected. 

mwas| There are no exceptions on the ground of superior 
knowledge or “‘ pneumatic” nature; cf. notes on vv. 3, 4. 

kat 6 yu) dyanav] The doing of righteousness might be too 
vague and general a test. The writer therefore narrows it down 
to one special form of righteousness which is in fact the basis 
of the whole, and in the exercise of which the false teachers 
had apparently shown themselves particularly lacking. Cf. Ro. 
Xl. g, et tus érépa évtody, ev TH Adyw TOUT dvaxeparaodral, ev TA 
dyanyoes Tov TAYTLOV Gov ws GEavTOV. 

tov ddehpédv abtod] The writer is obviously thinking of members 
of the Christian Society, not thereby excluding the wider duty 
on which the Sermon on the Mount and the Parables insist. 
The object of the Epistle is to suggest practical tests. They 
must be practical and such as are easily applied. No statement 
is made to the effect that he who confines his love to his 
Christian brethren has completely fulfilled the law of Christ. 
The writer has a special object in what he says, and he writes in 
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view of the failure in this respect of showing love to fellow- 
Christians, which was conspicuous in the case of the false 
teachers, in spite of their claims to intellectual and spiritual 
superiority. There is nothing inconsistent with the teaching of 
the Christ in laying special stress on the first stage in obeying it. 
The experience of a lifetime, and especially of his later years, 
would seem to have taught the writer the necessity of charity 
beginning at home. 

ev TouTw] ex TouTou J2 20 (83), 

mas] pr. ka C* “4 aeth. 

Towy dixavoowny SABCKL Pal. omnvid cat. harl. tol. arm. cop. 
syr. aeth. Did. Thphyl. Oec.] wv dtxacos m vg. (am. fu. demid.) sah. syr. 
Or. Cyp. Leif. Aug. : dicavos wy A (Y). An interesting ‘‘ Western ” 
variant, which can hardly claim to be original. The context requires the 
practical test of ‘‘ doing.” 

dixacocuryvy & BL al. plu. Dam.] pr. ryv AC K Ph al, fere.” Dam. 

0 2°] om, #8? (231), 

aurou]+ ovx ayama Tov Oy J27 (505), 


11. The original message of the Gospel, nay, the whole 
history of God’s revelation of Himself to men from the earliest 
times, is summed up in the command to exercise mutual love. 
He therefore who does not love his brother shows thereby that 
he cannot be ék rod Geod. 

aim ... wal] The avry, which refers to what follows, 
excludes the possibility of any “‘telic” force being retained by 
iva here; cf. Jn. xvil. 3, and the close parallels in Jn. xiii. 34, 
Sy. 52> 0 Jo, Ht 27, ly. 21, v.16, See.also t Ja: v.32 Jn. 5; 
6; cf. note on i.g. The declarative, or definitive, use of tva 
to introduce the contents of a command, or the like, is fully 
established for S. John. 

dyyehia}] The message of the Gospel, of which the law of love 
is the basis. The reading érayyeAia does not suit the context, 
and it is obviously due to the careless substitution of a commoner 
word. Except in this passage, déyyeAia is found only once in the 
N.T. (z Jn. i. 5). On the other hand, érayyeA‘a occurs 51 times, 
but only once in the Johannine writings (1 Jn. ii. 25). 

iv jxovoate da apxfs| The law of love was an essential part 
of the earliest presentation of the Gospel. It formed part of the 
earliest teaching which the readers had received. The contents, 
however, of ver. 12 suggest that in the words dm dpyjs the 
writer’s thought goes back to still earlier times. The earliest 
stories of the beginnings of the race bear witness to the fatal 
consequences of disobedience to the law of love. 


ayyeka ABKL al. plu. cat. Thphyl. Oeco™ vg. Aug.] emayyeha 
NCP 27. 29. 40. 66**. 69. 99 as ns“ al. mu. harl. syr. Sahw> cop. arm. 
aeth. Did. Cyr. Oect** Leif. : werbum sah4, 

wa wyarwper] ut diligatés boh-ed. arm"*: wa ayamare [2113 (235), 


92 THE EPISTLES OF S. JOHN [III. 12. 


12. The story of Cain is the typical example of the “want” 
of brotherly love. The form of the reference here is conditioned 
by what the writer has to say about the hatred which Christians 
must expect from the world. Men’s deeds are the natural 
outcome of their charcater and inclinations. Evil deeds are the 
expression of a character which takes pleasure in what is evil. 
Righteousness must always provoke the hostile feeling of those 
whose delight is in evil. And feelings must sooner or later 
express themselves in action. 

of xabds] Cf. 2 Co. viii. 5, kal ob Kabas Amicapev GAG EavTods 
Bwxav: Jn. xiv. 27, od Kabads 6 kdcpos Sidworv, and especially Jn. 
vi. 58, obrdés éorw 6 dpros 6 é€ otpavod KataBds, od Kabds epayov 
of matépes xat daré$avov, where the construction is irregular, as 
here. The comparison is incomplete in form. It may be 
paraphrased “ the feelings of Christians for each other must not 
be like, rather they must be the exact opposite of, those of Cain, 
whose hatred of righteousness led him to the violent murder of 
his brother.” Schlatter aptly quotes in illustration (p. 149), 
ban-ny san pp Sand pp> ND-nx apa, Pes. Kah. 16. 1260. 


éx Tod wovnpood Hv] Every man must draw his life and power 
from one source or the other. His deeds show to whom he 
belongs and has attached himself. The writer never denies the 
individual freedom of choice. He only traces things back to 
what he believes to be their ultimate spiritual sources. 

éopagev| The verb always includes the idea of violence. In 
the N.T. odafev is found only here and in the Apocalypse. 
Cf. Apoc. vi. 4, iva dAAnAovs cPdkovew: 9, Tas Wuxds TOV ergay- 
pévov bua Tév Adyov Tod Heod: XVill. 24, TaVTWY Tov éeopaypéevwn ext 
THs yns. It is also used of the Lamb, and of the “ head ” of the 
beast (xiii. 3). In the LXX its most frequent use is sacrificial 
(cf. Gn. xxii. 10, of Isaac; Ex. xxix. 11; Lv. i. 5; Nu. xi. 22, 
etc.) ; but see also Jg. xii. 6 (A), sPaLovow atrods éri ras duaBaoes 
Tod “lopddvov: 1 K. xv. 33, eopage SamovydrA tov “Ayay évomiov 
Kvpiov: 1 Mac. i. 2, kal éopage BaorXéis, etc. 

x&pv tivos| The violent deed was only the last expression of 
that antipathy which righteousness always calls out in those 
who make evil the guiding principle of their life. This view, that 
the cause of the murder of Abel is to be found in the character 
of Cain as manifested in his actions, is hardly in accord with the 
narrative of Genesis (iv. 8 ff.), but it is quite in keeping with 
the suggestions read into that narrative by the adherents of 
the allegorical method of exegesis. We may compare Philo’s 
treatment of the subject, who finds indications of Cain’s duAauria 
in the fact that he only offered his sacrifice “after several days,” 
and not at once, with the readiness which should distinguish the 
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service of God ; and that he offered of the fruits, not of the first- 
fruits. Cf. also He. xi. 4, where the stress is laid on the character 
of the sacrifices offered (aAcéova 6voiav), rather than on the 
general character of all the actions of the two men. 

Tou (? 1°) om. Z* 397" (96) | rov] pr. Aéa/, sah4, 

om. kat. . . avrov aeth. 

Tivos xapw [2 (236), 

ov] pr. e¢ sah4, 


adeAgou avrov] aBed £*764 (233), 
Okara] dova arm, 


13-16. The ground of the world’s hatred of those who love, 
and the glory of love, which gives life, in Christ. 

13-15. Those who can interpret aright the true meaning of 
the story of Cain and Abel will feel no surprise at the attitude 
of the world towards Christians. It only expresses the hostility 
which that which is good must always call out in that which is 
evil. Our love for the brethren assures us that we have already 
passed out of the state of hatred and death, and now abide in 
that of life. For life is love. He who does not love is still in 
the state of death. Every one who does not love his brother is 
a murderer, in the eyes of all to whom the true issues of things 
are manifest, even though he has so far stayed his hand from 
violence. And your common consciousness as men tells you 
that no murderer can have the higher life in him as a permanent 
and abiding principle of action. 

13. ph Oaupdfete] cf. Jn. iii. 7 (4%) Oavpdoys), where the aorist 
emphasizes the immediate feeling aroused by a particular thought, 
or action, rather than the more permanent feeling called out 
by what is continuous. Cf. also Jn. v. 28, where the form of 
‘sentence refers to the continuous feeling, not to the momentary 
surprise, which the fact that the hour was coming, when all the 
dead should hear the voice of the Son of God, might occasion. 
The construction with the present imperative is the usual con- 
struction in the Johannine writings, the aorist subjunctive being 
only used in the passage quoted above. Here it is significant. 
The hatred of the world was an abiding attitude, always liable 
to provoke unchristian retaliation, and always a temptation to the 
more “intelligent” to neglect their duty to their weaker brethren. 


pn ABC KL al. pler. vg. sah. cop. syr. Leif. Did. Thphyl. Oec.] 
pr. kar & C* P 15. 18. 29. 36. 66**. 98. 191 cat.™ syr. am. aeth. 

adekgo. S ABCD al. mu. cat. vg. arm. Leif. Did.]+mov KL al. 
longe. plu. syr. sah. cop. aeth. (n“wv) Thphyl. Occ, 

ywas] nuas sah, J* 142 (219) O% (154). 


14. jpets oiSapev] The appeal is to the Christian conscious- 
ness, shared by writers and readers alike. Their experience as 
Christians has taught them that conscious life is dormant till 
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it is called out in active love and fellowship. Cf. Augustine 
(Tract. v. 10), “ Nemo interroget hominem ; redeat unusquisque 
ad cordem suum: si ibi inuenerit charitatem fraternam, securus 
sit quia transiit a morte ad uitam.” 

6 pi) dyamra@v| The statement is put in its most general form. 
The state in which love has not been called out into conscious 
activity is a state of death. Life is the chance of learning how 
love not only “ might be,” but “is.” 

The addition of rév adeAdov in the Receptus is natural in 
the light of the preceding clause and of ver. 16. But it 
narrows down the writer’s meaning unnecessarily. In his more 
absolute statements he shows himself fully aware that the duty 
of love is absolute, and has a wider application than the Christian 
Society, even as the Christ is the propitation for the whole world, 
though in a practical Epistle he lays most stress on what is 
first practicable. 

Tous adeAgpous]+nuwy & 68. 5S'ect syr. sah. 
0 Bn aryarev & AB 13. 27. 29. vg. sah¢> arm. Did. Leif. Aug.]+7ov 
adepov C K L P al. pler. sah” cop. syr. Thphyl. Oec. Cassiod. (+ avrou 


P al.!° sah’ cop. syr. aeth.) : rous adehpous 15. 
o]+de 7% *8 (24). 


15. mas 6 piodv xt.d.] Cf. Aug. (Zract. v. 10). “Non movet 
manus ad occidendum hominem, homicida iam tenetur a 
Domino; uiuit ille, et iste iam interfector iudicatur.” Hatred 
is the moving cause, whether or not the occasion for its final 
display has presented itself and been used. Cf. Mt. v. 23, 24. 

dvOpwroktévos| Cf. Jn. viii. 44, the only other instance of 
its use in the N.T. It is, of course, used here in its literal sense 
of actual murderer, not of the murderer of the soul. 

oidate| It is axiomatic. Their natural consciousness as men 
will tell them that the higher life cannot be communicated as 
a permanent possession to such an one. The writer does not 
avoid the use of irony when it suits his purpose. 

pévoucay] Cf. Jn. i. 32, 33, v. 38, Vii 273 1 Jn. ii. 14, 24; 
2 Jn. 2. The word suggests that eternal life is both “a con- 
tinuous power and a communicated life.” Wohlenberg’s attempt 
to connect the word pévoveay with the following verse (Mévovcav 
ev ToUTwH eyvdkapev THY dydayy) is ingenious rather than convincing. 
Though it is not absolutely necessary to the sense, its position 
is justified by the wéver of ver. 14, and it serves to heighten the 
impossibility of the rejected hypothesis. 

mas... od] The usual “ Hebraistic” expression, or at least 
the form of expression which a Jew writing Greek would 
naturally adopt. Cf. 1 Jn. ii 19, 21, etc.; and see Moulton’s 
note, Grammar of New Testament Greek, vol. i. p. 245f. Such 
phrases as xupis rdons brepOécews show that “vernacular usage” 
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only needed to be extended “under the encouragement of a 
similar idiom in Hebrew.” But so far as the evidence goes it 
would seem that there has been “extension” in the Semitic 
direction. The construction is not found in the Gospel. 


auTou] eauvrou B, 

ovdare] ovdamev J°™4 (335) sahw> boh. : pr. ovx J 65 (69), 
mas 2°]+0 J> 879 (T1490). 

ev aurw BK al. plu. Thphyl. Oec.] ev eavrw 8 ALC P al.%9, 
auwytov] om, 7° 16 114 ( — ) 
bevoucay] om. sah‘, 


16-18. Description of true love, and exhortation to its 
practice. The essence of love was manifested once for all, 
finally and completely, when the Christ gave His life for men. 
We know what true love really is in the light of that example. 
And we cannot but recognize our obligation to follow it, if need 
be even to the last sacrifice, for our brethren. There is, however, 
a simple test by which we can know at once whether we are at 
least on the road which leads to the possession of truelove. He 
who is unwilling to give of his external possessions, where need is 
obvious and well known to him, has not even begun to cherish 
true love for God in his soul. True love proves itself in action. 
It cannot stop short at expressions of which the tongue is the 
instrument. It must show by actual deeds that the words in 
which it is professed correspond to real feelings of the heart. 

16. év toUtw] The reference is to what follows, according to 
the writer’s usual custom, especially when a clause with én 
follows. 

thy dydanv| Absolute. There is no need to supply a genitive, 
Tov Xpiorov Or Tov Geov. The true nature of love was manifested 
in such a way that men could learn to realize it, with abiding 
effects on their character and life (éyvdéxaper). 

éxeivos| He: neither writer nor readers feel the need for 
further definition by the addition of a name. Cf. the notes on 
VV. 3, 4: 

éxeivos wep jpav] He for us: the Christ, the Son of God, 
for such as we are. ‘The contrast is heightened by the order of 
the words. There are no depths of sacrifice to which true love 
will not stoop. 

thy uxt atdtod €0yKxev] Neither of the O.T. phrases, which 
are usually quoted, 1232 wp) o'Y and OWN WE) Dvn (Is. iii. 
10), afford a sufficiently close parallel to suggest an interpreta- 
tion. The additions, of 1)33 in the one case, and ows in the 
other, determine the exact sense of D'yY. The Rabbinic phrases 
quoted by Schlatter (on Jn. x. 11) all have jn}. The usage of 
the Fourth Gospel is a safer guide. Cf. Jn. x. 11, 15, 17, 18, 
xiii. 37-38, xv. 13, and also xiii. 4, t/@you ra ivdria, The latter 
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passage suggests the idea of laying aside, as a garment is put off, 
which agrees well with the use of the phrase in Jn. x. 18. The 
usage of rifévar in Jn. ii, 10, rov Kado otvov TiOnow, can hardly 
help us to determine its meaning here. The phrase does not 
occur again in the Johannine Books. The Latin translation 
“dat” in Jn. x. 11 is, of course, derived from the Western 
variant didwow (& D). Elsewhere the Vulgate uses fonere. 
Spitta’s suggestions (ZVZ'W x. [1909] p. 78), that the phrase 
_ is used rightly in vv. 11, 15, in the sense of risking or staking 
his life for the sheep, and taken up in a different sense (of giving, 
or laying down) in the later interpolation of vv. 17, 18, is worthy of 
consideration, but it has perhaps been influenced by the Hebrew 
phrase, where the meaning, as has been pointed out, is deter- 
mined by the added \p23. If the distinction is to be main- 
tained, the present verse agrees with the “later” passage. 

kai jets K.7.A.] It is not clear whether this clause is added 
to the first clause, éxelvos . . . @Oyxev, and governed by 6ru, or is 
to be regarded as a consequence of the example set by the 
Christ. The obligation, which all good men recognize, to 
sacrifice their lives, if need be, for others, may be part of the 
means whereby we learn what true love is. Such a xow7 évvoia 
of good men throws the clearest light on the nature of love. But 
the obligation, as felt by ‘‘us,” may also be regarded as the 
consequence of what Christ has done. When once the perfect 
example has been set, the duty of all disciples to follow it is 
clear. Grammatically the first is preferable. But the use of xaf 
in this Epistle is wide. The writer always thinks as a Hebrew, 
and this is reflected in his forms of expression. The second 
interpretation is therefore grammatically admissible. And it has 
the advantage of far greater simplicity and directness. The 
emphatic jets, moreover, is in favour of it. 


eyvoKkauer] eyvwpev [°° (216): ywwwoxouer Je 4 (335), 

THY ayarnv]+rov Oeov 52 vg. (am. demid. harl.) arm-codd. boh- 
codd. :+z/szus m tol. Vig. : +ezzs, Ambrst. 

Thy Wuxnv avrov eOnxev virep nuwy 1% 200F (82), 

mucov] vuscov J* 175+ 502 (37g) 7b 398. 78. 3507. 3388 (Gq), 

urep Tw adeAdwr] post puxas Z* 87 (209) 7? 85°7 (241) Je 551 (216) 
&& 6209 (922), 

eOnxer] TeBetkev 4. 31. 40: TeOnKey J* 6% 5° (233): ponit ante ryv pux. 
aurov 31%. 

vep] mepe P. 

Tw adedpwy] adcdAnrov Doh. 7°44 (335): + yuwy 721-7 (40), 

Gewar NA BCP 5. 15. 26. 27. 29. 68] rifevac K Lal. pler. Thphyl. Oec. 


17. The practical test. Wider obligations may be acknow- 
ledged with all readiness in theory, where a more homely test 
reveals the extent of a man’s failure. The writer is always 
enforcing the truth that philanthropy begins at home. Cf. Philo, 
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De Post. Cain, 86 (Cohn, ii. 18), ré yap dpedos A€yew pev Ta BEA- 
tiota, SiavocioGat S¢ kal mpdrrew Ta alcyiota; codpiorav ovros 6 
TpOTOS. 

tdv Biov tod kéopou] Well paraphrased in Augustine’s version, 
Jacultates mundi. Bios always denotes life in its external aspects. 
Cf. ii. 16, 7% GAalovia rot Biov: Mk. xii, 44 (=Lk. xxi. 4); 
1 Ti. ii, 2; 2 Ti ii. 43 and for the verb, 1 P. iv. 2, rov ériAourov 
€v capkt Bidar xpdvov. Cf. also Ac. xxvi. 4, Tv . . . Biwoiv pov 
éx vedrytos. Consequently, Bios is rare in the N.T., while Zoy 
occurs more than a hundred times. 

Gewpy| Behold: not merely cast a passing glance, but see, 
long enough to appreciate and understand the circumstances of 
the case. Ci Jn. xx 6; Ac. iv..13; Apoc. xi. 11f. 

xpelay éyovta]| Cf. ii. 27; and for the use of the phrase 
absolutely, Mk. ii. 25; Ac. il. 45, iv. 35; Eph. iv. 28. 

kXelon| Cf. Ps. Ixxvi. (Ixxvii.) 10, 9) cvveger rods oixreippovs 
avtod €v TH dpyh adrod; cf. also Dt. xv. 7, éay yévytas év cot 
evoens . . . ovK amoorépges THv Kapdiav cov. The word perhaps 
suggests that a barrier has to be raised against the natural 
human feelings which the contemplation of such a case calls out. 

7a omAdyxva] Cf. Pr. xii. 10, Ta 8& omAdyxva trav doeBov 
dveXenpova. The word is not found in the earlier parts of the 
Septuagint, and only in this passage is it used to translate DAN, 


which in the Psalms is paraphrased by oixripyot (Ps. xxiv. 
(xxv.) 6, and in Isaiah (xlvii. 6) by éAeos. See Lightfoot’s note 
on Ph. i. 8. The classical distinction between orAdyyva and 
évrepa (not in N.T.) is not to be found in Hebrew forms of 
expression. 

tod Oc00] The context determines that the genitive must be 
objective. Cf. v. 3. 


exn] exer tis [¢ 78 (56). 

Bewpn] Cewper K L 29. 40 alplus 20, 

aurov (? 1°)] om. /*%, 

Krein) Kkrewet L 13 al. 

am avrov] om, 7° 518 (1310). 

ev] ex 127 (505) 7> 258! (2) A458 8401 (62), 


18. texvia] The appeal is made, as usual, on the ground of 
the common spiritual nature which they all share. 

év py xal ddnfeia] The phrase is contrasted with Ady» and 
yAdoon. Practical love corresponds to inward truth. Much 
protestation is a mere exercise of the tongue. 


rexvia NABCP al cat. m am. syr. arm. Clem. Dam. Aug.]+ ou 
K Lal. longe. plur. vg. (fu. demid. etc.) syr. sah. cop. aeth. Thphyl. Oec. 

ayarwpev] ayamare H 8 (v). 

oyw] pr. ev A® (v) 2 101. 264, 65 (40) : pr. Tw [2 105. 502 (319). 

pnde] Kat & syr. aeth, 
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Tn yrwoon ABCK Lal. plu. Dam. Thphyl.] om. 77 8 P al. sat, mu. 
cat. arm. Clem. Oec. 

ev) om. K al. permu. cat. Dam. Oec. 

adnbea]+quia sumus ex ueritate sah4, 


19f. The consciousness that their love for God is true and 
active, assures men of their fellowship with God, that they are 
‘“‘of the truth.” The choice of phrase is determined by the 
language of ver. 18. Practically it is equivalent to «lvac €« rod 
Geov. And the consciousness of this fellowship brings assurance, 
in spite of what the conscience has to tell of thoughts and 
deeds which mar its realization. Even before God, in whose 
presence no falsehood can stand, the Christian can “still” his 
heart: for the all-knowing God is greater than the accusing 
conscience. Knowing all, He knows that the love is true, and 
is the determining element of the character, notwithstanding the 
many failures which interrupt its complete realization. His 
knowledge is absolute. He can see the whole, and He has 
accepted the love which is real and active as sufficient ground 
for admitting the man to His fellowship. Cf. Jn. xxi. 17, ravra 
ov oldas, od ywdoxes Ste GikO oe. The accusations of conscience 
are stilled in the presence of omniscient holiness, which is perfect 
love. 

At first sight the omniscience of God may seem a strange 
ground for the confidence of men, who are conscious of sins 
that interrupt their fellowship with God. ‘If as natural men we 
shrink from allowing our neighbours to see into our heart, much 
more are we terrified at the thought that the holy God penetrates 
to the depth of our hearts” (Rothe). But in the case of 
Christians, who are conscious of the relationship to God in which 
they stand, it is otherwise. Their security lies in the fact that 
this relationship has been established by one who knows all the 
circumstances of the case. There is no fear of alteration in the 
light of fuller knowledge. 

But how can such confidence be said to be derived from the 
practice of love, in the sphere in which it is first possible, ze. in 
love of the brethren? The answer is that in such activities they 
have learned to know of a love, other than that based on physical 
kinship, which is not merely the “cloak of self-seeking ” ; and the 
-more clearly its true character is recognized, the more clearly it 
is seen that such love is of the very Being of God. So the all- 
knowing “were the all-loving too.” The surest ground of our 
confidence is the knowledge that “our help standeth in the zasme 
of the Lord,” who is love. 

Thus the general meaning of these verses is fairly plain. 
They have always been recognized as touching the very heart of 
the Christian faith, The exact interpretation, however, of each 
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clause is a matter of considerable difficulty. The meaning of 
meicouev is disputed, as also of the first and second 6m. The 
difficulties caused by the sequence of two clauses introduced by 
éte have led to the removal of the second érz from some texts. 
(1) If wetoouev is taken in its usual sense of “ persuade,” 
(a) the fact of which we “persuade our heart” may be left 
unstated, to be gathered from the context. If so, we must 
supply “that we are of the truth” from the preceding verse. 
This is grammatically unobjectionable, and gives an adequate 
sense. Even though our heart (conscience) convicts us of sins 
which separate us from God, we can nevertheless persuade 
ourselves that we are really of the truth, because God is greater 
than our hearts, in knowledge and in love, and has recognized 
our position, in spite of, or perhaps we should say in consequence 
of, the fact that He knows all, and so is qualified to judge. 
(8) The fact may be found in the second clause, “that God is 
greater than our heart.” Against this the objection is hardly 
valid that the fact is too obvious to be disputed. The question 
is not of the objective truth of the fact, but of our subjective 
apprehension of it, under circumstances which make its realiza- 
tion peculiarly difficult (€av xaraywdoxy «.t.r.). On the other 
hand, Dr. Westcott’s objection would seem to hold good, that 
“the consciousness of a sincere love of the brethren does not 
furnish the basis of the conviction of the sovereign greatness of 
God.” (y) If the first suggestion (a) is felt to be unsatisfactory, 
there is some authority for the absolute use of zeéOew in the 
sense of “‘s#z//,” assure, appease, tranquillize. Cf. Mt. xxvili. 14, 
Kal éav akovoOh Totro et Tov Hyepovos, Hels teicopmev Kal tpas 
dpepipvous toujoouev (where, however, the reference may be to 
the contents of ver. 13, the asserted theft of the body by the 
disciples) ; 2 Mac. iv. 45, érnyyetAaro xpypata . . . mpos TO wetoat 
tov Baotiéa. We can appease our heart, can still the qualms of 
conscience, with the knowledge that God who knows all has 
admitted us to His fellowship and love, a fact of which we are 
assured by the active love for others which His love has kindled 
in our hearts. This is perhaps the simplest interpretation, 
though as an explanation of zeicoyer it is less natural than (a). 
(2) The exact meaning of 67 in each clause and their mutual 
relations are of less moment. The meanings “that” or “ be- 
cause” have to some extent come under consideration in con- 
nection with weiMav. But the relation of the first clause to the 
second is doubtful. (a) The second 6r- may be regarded as 
resumptive, either in the sense of “that,” or “because.” The 
resumptive is more natural in the former than in the latter case. 
It is possible in either case. But the use of the resumptive ore 
after so short a clause is not really natural, and is not in accord 
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with the style of the writer. (@) The first dre may be relative, 
‘‘Whereinsoever our heart condemns us,” the second 67. being 
taken in the sense of either “that” or “because.” This inter- 
pretation relieves the sentence of an awkward and unnecessary 
resumptive particle, and it may be paralleled by instances of the 
use of 6 tu dv in the Gospel, which are not indeed identical, but 
are sufficiently similar to justify its adoption here. Cf. Jn. ii. 5, 
xiv. 13, xv. 16. If we take into consideration the author’s habit 
of throwing forward for the sake of emphasis a word or words 
which stand outside the general construction of his sentence, 
we may feel justified in assuming that he has here made use of an 
accusatival clause (of respect) in rather loose connection with 
the rest of the verse. For the use of 6 7 dy (éév), cf. Mk. vi. 
23; Lk x36. 

In what has been said, it has, of course, been assumed that 
the omniscience of God is alleged as a ground for confidence 
not for fear (if our own heart condemn us, the judgment of 
omniscient justice must be far more severe). The opposite view 
has been stoutly maintained by Wohlenberg in the series of 
articles referred to above (ewe Kirkliche Zeitschrift, 1902, 
p. 636 ff.), and also by Findlay (Zxposttor, November, 1905). 
Cf. also the comment of the Catena (Cramer, viii. 128), éav, 
pyoiv, dpdpropev od AavOdvomev, obde StahevédpcOa* ci yap dpap- 
TdvovTes THY Kapdlav éavtdv abeiv (? ins. ov) Svvdpefa, GAG 
vuTropela td ToD cuveddtos, Téow MaAAoV Tov Oedv mpaTTOVTés TL 
tov davrwv (? yy) SuvnPdpev AaGerr ; 

It makes the connection between vy. 19 and 20 almost im- 
possible to explain. It can only be done by interposing a 
thought which is left altogether without expression in the passage. 
‘We shall assure our heart—and we shall have great need to do 
so; for if owr conscience condemn us, how much more severe 
must necessarily be the verdict of the omniscient God!” If this 
is what the writer meant, he has severely taxed the powers of 
his readers to follow his argument. And the aim of the whole 
passage is surely to give assurance, and not to strike terror into 
their hearts. There is nothing in the passage to indicate that 
vv. 20 and 21 are intended to meet the circumstances of two 
different classes of people, the self-confident and the self- 
distrustful. 

In the explanation given of this passage it has been assumed 
that €v rovrw refers back to the previous verse, which is contrary 
to the common usage of the writer, though perhaps not unparal- 
leled. It is, however, possible to find the test of knowledge, 
and consequent assurance, in the sentence dru peiLwv—zavra. 
The thought of God’s power and omniscience may give us 
assurance that we are “of the truth.” We have been accepted 
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by one who knows all the circumstances. In view of the 
writer’s usage there is much to be said for this interpretation. 
The general meaning of the passage is not affected by it. 
Windisch is inclined to regard the passage as corrupt, and 
suggests that we should read od weicowev, and cut out the clause 
dru edy . . . kapdia as an interpolation based on ver. 21. Thus 
amended, the passage would certainly contain a warning to the 
self-confident, against which no exception could be taken. But 
the best criticism on the suggestion is his own next sentence, 
“Das beste ist freilich man bleibt bei der Konstatierung: der 
Text is verderbt.” The writer knows how to use the irony of 
the commonplace, but he did not use it here. 


ev rourw A B 4o ds al® vg. cop. syr. Clem.] pr. e¢ sah. boh-cod.: om. 
NC KL Pal. longe. plu. cat. syr. aeth. Dam. Thphyl. Oec. Aug. : add ex 
TouTov 69 as“, 

yrwooneda 8 ABCP 6. 7. 15. 18. 22. 27. 29. 33. 36. 40. 66**. 68. 60. 
137 ast jst cat. sah. cop. arm. Clem. Dam.] ywwoxouev K L al. pler. vg. 
syr. Thphyl. Oec. Aug. 

ecpuev] eore J*18 (305), 

Teicomev] meiowmuev 5. 27. 29. 69 aS al. fere.!9 Thphyl. 

Thy Kapdiav] A* B 66** sah. boh. syr. aeth. Aug.] ras xapdias & A? 
CKL Pal. fere. omn. cat. vg. arm. syr. Thphyl. Oec. 

eav] av A al. pauc. 

KaraywwoKn nuwr] post Kapdia 7> 469 (215). 

Karaywwokn] kataywwoKxer L 13. 100. 106. 107%, al, 

o7t 22 8% BC K L al. plu. cat. syr.] om. A 13. 33. 34. 63 ds (vg. 
sahbw cop. arm. aeth. Oec. Aug. non exprimunt). 

pervav] pergfov K. 

ecru] om, 12 252-849 55 (297) J? 209 (386), 

Geos] xuptos C. 

new 2°] om. arm-ed. 

mavra] pr. Ta 12761. 106. 216 (742), 


21 ff. If our conscience acquits us, the result is a feeling of 
joyful confidence in the sight of God, and the consciousness 
that our prayers are answered, because of our obedience and 
willing service. 

dyamntot| Cf. ii. 7, iii, 2, one of the writer’s favourite forms 
of address, and frequent in this second part of the Epistle, in 
which the main topic is love (iv. 1, 7, 11). 

éay «.7.d.] The clause is most naturally interpreted in its 
widest sense, regarded neither as an antithesis to ver. 20 nor as 
a continuation of it. It includes all cases in which the verdict 
of the conscience is favourable, both those in which there has 
been no condemnation, and those in which assurance has been 
gained in spite of the condemnation of the heart, from the 
thought of the greatness and omniscience of God. 

f kapdia ph Kataywdoxn] Contrast the order of ver. 20. The 
stress is here laid on the faculty which passes judgment. The 
writer follows his usual custom of stating a principle absolutely, 
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without considering the modifications which become necessary 
when it is applied to the individual case. In so far as the con- 
science passes a verdict of acquittal, the results stated necessarily 
follow. And the statement is made in the most absolute form, 
“if the heart do not condemn,” though jv has naturally been 
supplied in many texts, after xapdéa and again after xaraywooxy. 
The reading of B (éye for éyouev), which makes the heart the 
subject of the apodosis as well as of the protasis, is interesting. 
The form of ver. 20, however, makes it improbable that this is 
the original text. 

mappyotavy] Cf. ver. 14 and note. Boldness and confidence 
are the ideas which the word generally suggests, while here that 
of freedom of intercourse in “speaking with God” in prayer is 
prominent. The phrase denotes, of course, the boldness and 
freedom from restraint with which the children can approach 
their Father always, rather than the clear conscience and con- 
fidence with which they can await the verdict of the Judge on 
the Last Day. 


ayaryro] adeAdor N. 

ear] av A, 

7 kapdia A B 13. 27. 30. 66**, rr3 fu. Or. Dam. Aug.]+yxer NC KL 
al, pler. cat. vg. (am. demid. harl, tol.) arm. syr. sah. cop. aeth. Or. Dam. 
Thphyl. Oec. cat. Cyp. Did. 

Hm] om, Z°5% (96) 7>3%6* (242), 

xaraywworn BC 68. Or.] xaraywworee A L 13. roo. 106 al.Ss* al, 
aliq. Dam. :+uwe § AKL al. pler. cat. vg. sah. cop. syr. arm. aeth. Or. 
Dam. Did. 

exouer] exwrey 13 al. pauc. Dam. : exer B 20. 


22. The second result of the favourable verdict. All re- 
quests are granted which can be put forward in the freedom 
of intercourse which has been described. For the conditions 
which make it possible are obedience to the Divine commands, 
and willing and active serving in doing whatever is known to be 
according to His will. Every true prayer is the expression of 
the desire to obey and to do the will in those matters with which 
the request is concerned. We may compare the noble Jewish 
saying, ““Do His Will as if it were thine, that He may do thy 
will as if it were His.” 

The two clauses express the two duties of obedience and 
willing service. True obedience to the Will of God must become 
spontaneous before it is made perfect. 

ta dpeotd] The particular things which are pleasing in His 
sight, in the circumstances with reference to which the prayer 
is offered. Cf. Jn. vili. 29, od ddijxéy we advov, Ste dyad Ta dpecrad 
atr@ wrod wdvrore, the only other instance of the use of ra 
docora in the New Testament (dpeordy, Ac. xii. 3, vi. 2) Cf 
the Pauline edapectos, Eph. v. 10, doxyudfovres ré eoriy eddperror 
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T@ xvpiy: Col. ili. 20, totro yap eddpectdv éorw év xupiy. Cf. 
He. xiil. 21, woudv ev july ro eddpectov evemiov adrod dia “Incod 
Xpicrov. 

For the general teaching of this verse on the subject of 
prayer, cf. Mk. xi. 24, 1d rodro A€yw byiv, ravta doa rpooedxecbe 
kal airetoGe, muctevere Ort €AdBere, kal eorar buiv: Jn. xiv. 12, 13, 
XVi. 23, ix. 31. The most interesting parallel is to be found in 
Job xxii. 23-27, of which the present verse may contain re- 
miniscences, as Holtzmann suggests ; cf. especially ver. 26f. efra 
mappyciacOyon évavtiov Kupiov, dvaBAdpas eis Tov odpavor iAapas. 
evfapyevov S€ cov mpds airov cicaxovoetat cov, dwce S€ gor dzo- 
Sotvar Tas edxds. 

0 ear] ore av K? (45), 

eav] av B 31. 42. 105 as’ Dam. 

atowe ABC K Lal. omn"4] a:rwyeba 8 Or. : aernooper J*178 8454 (156), 

AapBavomer] accipzemus vg. boh. arm-codd. sah. syr. Cyp. Lcif. 

ar]S ABC 5. 13. 27. 29. 33- 34. 68. 69. 137 ast 8P° Dam.] map K L 
al. pler. cat. Or. Dam. Thphyl. Oec. 

Tnpoupev B C Lal. plu. Dam.] rypwpev & A K go. 98 al.4. 


23, 24. Transition to the other command (of right belief), the 
fulfilment of which is also a sign that our religious standing is 
right. These two verses are clearly transitional, and serve to 
emphasize what is essential in the matter of obedience to His 
commands, and so to lead the way to the second statement of the 
Christological thesis, the necessity of a true confession and right 
belief. The commandments are summed up in the One Com- 
mand, of belief and love. The following of the Christ, shown 
most clearly and characteristically in active love of men, is the 
essential condition of fellowship. And this fellowship is mutual. 
We abide in Him. He abides in us. The human side and the 
Divine are both essential parts of the Christian standing. Real 
fellowship issues in obedience. He who abides in Him keeps 
His commandments, not as a series of literal precepts, but as a 
life-giving principle (rypety, as contrasted with @vAdocew). And 
we are assured of the reality of the fellowship by the presence of 
the Spirit which He has given us. In these transitional verses 
three new points are introduced: (1) The mention of mucreveu, 
here for the first time used in the Epistle, (2) The emphasis on 
the Divine side of the fellowship, airs év juiy. (3) The mention 
of the Spirit. 

(1) The introduction of the idea of “believing” is as abrupt 
here as it is in the partly parallel passage in the Gospel, vi. 29, 
Tovro éott TO epyov Tod Heod va muoredyre eis Sv dméoretrev éxelvos, 
where the emphasis is on personal trust and devotion (morevew 
eis), rather than on conviction as to the truth of certain facts 
about the object of murevew (mor. ¢. dat.). The reason of this 
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difference of stress is clear. Thus far in the Epistle, emphasis has 
been laid on the necessity of obedience to the commands of the 
Christ, especially to the law of love. The following of the Christ 
has been shown to be the necessary expression of Christian life, 
without which it is a “lie” to claim that the life is that of a 
Christian. But He must be followed because of what He 2s. 
Conviction, therefore, as to what He is must necessarily precede 
obedience to what He commands. No other peasant of Galilee 
has the right to command the allegiance of men. The writer is 
anxious to remind his readers of this, since the preceding 
meditations, which deal rather with practical issues, might tend 
to obscure its importance. 

(2) The transitional verses, which helped to introduce the 
section of the Epistle here brought to its close, emphasized the 
human side of the fellowship of Christians with God (ii. 28, wévere 
év air). But the Divine side is essential, and on this the writer 
proceeds to lay stress in the following chapter. In the second 
part of ver. 24 this is made clear, ywooxopev Ste pever ev air. 
“Fellowship with God, and consciousness of it, rest upon the 
acknowledgment and appropriation of a divine act and of the 
divine nature of love” (Haupt). 

(3) Christians are conscious that God “abides in them” 
because they are conscious of the presence of the Spirit which 
God has given them. The repetition of this statement in iv. 13 
shows that the words must be taken in this sense here. The 
thought is developed in the next section of the Epistle. God 
has really given His Spirit to men, though all spiritual influences 
to which men feel themselves to be subject are not the work of 
God’s Spirit. Men must distinguish between the true and the 
false. 

23. airy] points forward according to the writer’s usual 
custom. Cf. note on i. 5. 

iva motedownev] The tva is definitive, as elsewhere in the 
Epistles and Gospel where it is preceded by atry. The aorist 
is probably the true text. As contrasted with the present mor- 
evonev, Which was not unnaturally substituted for it, it lays stress, 
not on the initial act of faith (this is only ome of the uses of the 
aorist, and not the most frequent), but on the whole process 
conceived as an unity. The conviction is regarded as one fact, 
not as a continuous process continuously exercising its influence 
on men. The aorist emphasizes the single fact, without in any 
way suggesting the length of time occupied in its manifestation. 
It can quite naturally sum up the action, or actions, of a period 
or of a lifetime, which it regards as “one act at once.” 

79 dvépart] The construction (« daz.) expresses conviction of 
the truth of a statement rather than devotion to a person (eis 
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¢.acc.). The expression, therefore, denotes conviction that Christ 
really is that which His name implies Him to be. It would, of 
course, be a serious misstatement of the facts to state that this is 
all, or the chief part, of what the writer means by moreveww. Cf. 
Scott, Zhe Fourth Gospel, p. 267, “It is evident, even to a super- 
ficial reader, that the ‘believing’ so constantly insisted on by 
John is something much narrower and poorer than the Pauline 
‘faith.’ It implies not so much an inward disposition of trust 
and obedience, as the acceptance of a given dogma. To ‘believe’ 
is to grant the hypothesis that Jesus was indeed the Christ, the 
Son of God,”—a very misleading statement, somewhat modified, 
however, by the succeeding paragraphs. But by using this 
particular construction (¢. dat.) the writer does in certain cases 
emphasize this particular meaning. When he defines the “ work 
of God” in Jn. vi. 29, he is careful to use a different expression 
(iva muorevnre cis Ov daéoretAer). 

Tod viod adtod “Incod Xpiotod] “*A compressed creed,” the 
complete revelation of the Father, the man who lived on earth a 
true human life, the promised Messiah who fulfilled the expecta- 
tions of Jews and of all men. Cf. Jn. xx. 31. It is only in living 
out the commands of such an one that men can realize the fulness 
of their nature. 

kat éyanGpev] All His commands are summed up in the one 
command to love, obedience to which must begin with those 
closest to hand. 

xaPes 2swxev] The new command was to love according to a 
new standard, xafws qydrnoa tas, Jn. xiii. 34. The references 
to the discourses of the Upper Chamber are very obvious through- 
out these verses. 

miorevowpev BKL al. pler. cat. Oec.] misrevwuer & AC al.® fere. 
(-couev 99. 100) Thphyl. 

T™... Xpirov NBCK Lal. pler. vg. etc.] rw ov. avrov 0 x A 43 
(uid.): tw vw avrov ww xo 3. 13. 15. 18. 26. 37. 67. 81 ds“ al. pauc. aeth. 

Tw ovomaTt] Els TO OVO 5. 58lect, 

tnoov] pr. Tou Kd J*© (317), 

edwkev] post evrodny J2™ (505) 7> 472 (312), 

evToAny] post nyuy [2 17» 254 (353) 7b 8206 (242) Je174 (252), 

nuv S ABCal. mu. cat. vg. etc. Thphyl. Oec-cod. Lcif.] om. K Lh 
al. fere.® Oec. ed. 


24. Kai 6 Thpdv x.7.d.] Cf. Jn. xiv. ro, etc., and the latter part 
of xvii. The chief point in dispute in this verse is the reference 
of the pronouns. At first sight the reference to Christ’s com- 
mand in ver. 23 would suggest that in this verse airod, etc., must 
be referred to Christ. But in ver. 22 the évroAaé are spoken of 
as God’s commands, and the airod of ver. 23 must refer to God 
(rod viot airod). It is therefore more natural to interpret them in 
the same way in this verse. Cf. iv. 13, where the reference must 
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be to God. It is true that in the Last Discourses pévew is 
generally connected with Christ, but cf. xvii. 21, iva abroi év jpiv 
éow. It is in Christ that fellowship with God is realized. 

type] Cf. the note on ii. 4. 

aitds év atta] See the note above (2). The divine side of 
the relation is brought out in ch. iv. 

év tovt| Either (1) €v 7@ rypety ras evroads adrod, in the fact of 
our obedience to His commands we realize His fellowship with 
us, Or (2) €« Tod tvevparos, the gift of the Spirit, of which we are 
conscious, assures us of the fact of fellowship. The repetition of 
the verse, in a slightly altered form, in iv. 13 makes it almost 
necessary to interpret the phrase thus. 

od] An ordinary instance of attraction. The genitive is not 
partitive. With the partitive genitive S. John commonly has éx: 
2 Jn. 4; Jn. i. 24, vil. 40, etc. 

€wxev] emphasizes the fact. In iv. 13 the permanent effects 
of the gift are brought into prominence. 


kat 3°X° ABCK Lal. pler. vg. syr. cop. rell.] om. &* 18. 38. 80. 95**. 
137 c&F al.2scr sah, Aug. 

€v TovTrw] ex Tovrov /°114 (335). 

ev nuy pever J* 8'80 (7319) f° (216), 

nuwty 22 ABCLal. pler. cat. fu. Bas.] post edwxev & K 22. 25. 31. 34. 
38. 42. 57. 68. 69. 80. 137 as alPlusl0 vo. (am, demid. harl. tol.) sah. 
cap. syr. arm. Ath. Cyr. Thphyl. Oec, Aug. 


II. iv. 1-6. The Christological thesis. The Spirit which is 
of God recognizes Jesus as the Christ come in flesh. 

1. iv. 1-8. Content of the Confession. 

iv. 1-8. In accordance with his usual custom, the writer 
finds a transition to a new section in the repetition of the last 
prominent idea. The gift of the Spirit ensures to them know- 
ledge. But all spiritual activities of the time could not be 
traced back to the Spirit of God as their source. The sugges- 
tions of every spirit could not be accepted as true. As at 
Corinth in the days of S. Paul, spiritual phenomena must be 
tested. . And the reader’s experience supplied them with a 
test by which they could know whether the spirits were of God 
ornot. The surest criterion was the confession of the Incarna- 
tion, or rather of the Incarnate Christ. Those who saw in 
Jesus of Nazareth as He appeared on earth in fleshly form the 
complete revelation of the Father, were of God. Those who 
refused to confess Jesus were not of God. Such a refusal was 
the peculiar characteristic of Antichrist, whose coming they had 
been taught to expect, and whose working they could already 
perceive. 

1. dyanntot] Cf. ii, 7, etc. The writer appeals to the 
common bond of love which unites them all, in order to call 


Iv. 1.] NOTES ON I JOHN 107 


out their best efforts for the common good. This address now 
becomes frequent (1, 7, 11), the main topic being love. 

ph wavtl mveduart moredete| Cf. Didache, xi. 8, od was dé 6 
Nardy ev mvedpar. mpopyrns éativ, GAN édv eyy rods rpdrovs 
Kupiov. amd otv trav tpdrov yvwcOyoerat 6 Wevdorpodpyrys Kal 6 
mpopyrys. All spirit-inspired utterances are not to be accepted 
as necessarily true. I[vorevew with the dative always means to 
accept as true, to believe in the truth of statements made by 
any one. Cf. Jn. vill. 31, mpds robs remurrevkéras abt "Iovdaiovs. 

GANA Soxipdfere] Cf. 1 Co. xii. 10, dAAw de Suaxpicers rvevparov, 
where the “discerning of spirits” is one of the recognized kinds 
of xapiopara. In the earlier generations the spiritual phenomena 
which accompanied the growth of Christianity were a cause of 
grave anxiety to all Christian leaders. It needed a special 
grace to distinguish between the true and the false. They 
might be delusions or impostures; if real, they might be evil. 
Cf. 1 Th. v. 19-21, 7d mvedua py oBévvure’ rpodyteias py 
efovOeveire’ mavra dé Soxiyudlere. It would generally have been 
far easier to say, with the idvirns of Corinth, paivesbe. The 
difficulty, which culminated in Montanism, is of periodic re- 
currence. But the writer reminds his hearers that the grace of 
discernment was part of the Christian endowment, if Christians 
were willing to use the y¢picja which they possessed. Compare 
the passage quoted above from the Didache ; and, for the danger 
of yielding to the opposite temptation, compare the preceding 
sentences (xi. 7), kal wdvra mpopyryv dadoivra ev mvevpate ov 
meipacere ovde Suaxpiveire’ Taga yap dpaptia apeOnoerar, airy 
dé % dpaptia ovk adeOnoerat. Compare also xii. 1, was dé 6 
€pxopevos ev dvopare Kupiov SexOyrw* erera 82 Soxidoavres 
airov yvdoecbe’ oiverw yap eere Sekiav Kat dpirtepdy. The 
plurals here cannot refer to an individual official. 

dtu moAAol x.t-A.] The clause explains the necessity for the 
testing. The spirit of evil has sent forth his messengers into the 
world, and their activity is well known. 

Weudorpopytat] Cf. Mt. vii. 15, mpooéxere dad trav wevdo- 
mpopytav. Did. xi. 6. 

é&chndvbaow]| Contrast the tense of ii. 19, where the definite 
fact of their separation from the Body of the Faithful is stated. 
Here the thought is of their sending forth by the Spirit who 
inspires them, and of the effect of their mission in the world. 
Here 6 xéopos is used in its natural sense of the world of men, 
and is not specially contrasted with the Christian Body, 


miorevere] misTevyTe 31 al.28F, 

Ta mvevpata] pr. ravra K:; wav ria HS (Ww), 
tov] om, /* 6764, 

eoTiv] ecow 1” 8° (241), 
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2. *v réutw] refers to what follows, according to the 
customary usage of this Epistle. 

ywdoxere] The word may be taken either as imperative or 
indicative. At first sight the use of the imperative in ver. 1 
would seem conclusive as to the interpretation of this verse. 
But an appeal to his readers’ knowledge and experience is more 
in accordance with the writer’s method. The aim of the whole 
Epistle is to remind them of what they already possess, and to 
base on it an appeal to them to make use of that which they 
have. In the Christian faith, as it has been taught to them 
from the beginning, they have adequate provision against the 
dangers to which they now find themselves exposed. All that 
is needed is that they should use what they already possess. 
They must trust the powers with which the Christ has endowed 
them. Cf. ii. 29. Nowhere in the Epistle does the imperative 
follow év rovro: ii. 3, 5, ili, 16, 19, 24, iv. 13, V. 2. 

The reading yuwéoxerat, which has passed into the Vulgate 
(cognoscitur), is an obvious corruption, the interchange of 
ai and e being perhaps the commonest itacism in Greek manu- 
scripts. The direct appeal to his readers is far more congruous 
with the author's style, and suits the context better. 

16 mve0pa Tod Oeod| Here only in the Johannine books. Cf. 
ver. 13, ek TOD TvevpaTos ad’rod. The vacillation between singular 
and plural, and the various genitives connected with wvetjuwa, may 
perhaps serve as indications that the doctrine of the Spirit is 
not yet clearly defined in precise terms. 

épodoyet| The verb is used in the Johannine books with the 
following constructions: (1) absolutely, cf. Jn. i. 20, xii, 42; 
(2) with 67, cf. 1 Jn. iv. 15; (3) with the single accusative, cf. 
I Jn. i. 9 (ras duaprias), ii, 23 (ror vidv), i iv. 3 (Inootv) 5 (4) with 
the double accusative, cf. Jn. ix. 22, édv TiS avToV bpooyyjon 
Xpicrév. The construction of 2 Jn. 7, ot 4) 6poAoyodvres “Incotv 
Xpuorov épxduevov év capxi, is parallel to this verse, and equally 
obscure. Three constructions are possible here. (1) "Iycody 
Xpiordy may be the object and €AyAvOdra €v capKi the predicate. 
The confession of Jesus Christ as one who has come in the 
flesh is the test proposed. We may perhaps compare S. Paul’s 
test in 1 Co. xii. 3, oddels dvvarau eirety Kuptos “Incots «i pip év 
avedvott ayo. In favour of this construction is the natural 
connection which it gives of “Inooty Xpiordv, which can hardly 
be separated unless the context clearly suggests their separation. 
(2) The form of ver. 3, according to the true text, is in favour 
of regarding “Incotv as object and the rest of the words as 
predicate. The error which the writer condemns seems to 
have been the rejection of the identity of the historical man 
Jesus with the pre-existent Christ, truly incarnate in His man- 
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hood, in favour of the view that some higher power, as the 
Aeon Christ, descended upon the man Jesus at the Baptism, 
and left him before the Passion. There is nothing in the 
Epistle which compels us to suppose that the author is combat- 
ing pure Docetism, though, of course, such teaching would be 
excluded by the phrases used in these verses, in whatever way 
they are interpreted. The construction of Jn. ix. 22 may 
perhaps be urged as supporting this interpretation. And it 
probably emphasizes most clearly the view on which the writer 
wishes to lay stress. It is the denial of Jesus as the incarnate 
Christ which he regards as the source of all error, as the true 
text of ver. 3 (4) dpodoyet “Incotv) shows. But so far as 
grammar and syntax are concerned this separation of “Incotv 
from Xpiorév, without anything in the context to necessitate it, 
or even to suggest it, is difficult. (3) The simplest construction 
is, therefore, that in which the whole phrase is regarded as con- 
nected. The confession needed is of one who is Jesus Christ 
incarnate, a man who lived on earth a true human life under 
the normal conditions of humanity, and who is also the pre- 
existent Christ who manifested God’s glory in this form. And 
the true text of ver. 3 favours this construction, if it is not 
regarded as too awkward. 

But whichever construction be adopted, the confession 
demanded is not of the truth of certain propositions about a 
certain person, but the confession of a Person, of whom certain 
propositions are true, who is possessed of the nature and 
qualities which they define. It is a confession not of the fact 
of the Incarnation, but of the Incarnate Christ. 

év capkt é\ndvOdta] The phrase describes the method rather 
than the fact. The revelation of God was made to men by the 
Son of God appearing in human form and living a human life. 
It was given in a form which made it comprehensible to men, 
and its effects were abiding (éAyAvOdra). Its whole validity 
depended on the Revealer being true man, who could speak to 
men as one of themselves. The guarantee for its completeness 
and its intelligibility was destroyed if the Revealer and the man 
were not one and the same. And the confession involved 
allegiance to the Person of the Revealer; without that men 
could not make the revelation their own. Vom sonando, sed 
amando (Bede). 

The reading éAyAvOévon which is found in some important 
authorities is a natural correction of a difficult and somewhat 
awkward phrase. When Polycarp uses the passage he not 
unnaturally substitutes the infinitive for the participle. 
(Polycarp, ad Philipp. vi. 3f., darexouevor tév cxavdddwv Kal Tov 
pevdadergpowv Kal tov év Sroxpice pepdvTwv TO dvopua, Tod Kupiov, 
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oirives drromAavict Kevovs avOpwmovs. las yap os av pi dporoyy 
"Incotv Xpicrov év capxi édndrvbéva, dvrixpurrds éorw). But it 
misses the point. True confession is allegiance to a Person and 
not acceptance of a doctrinal statement. Only the spirits which 
inspire men to make such a confession are “ of God.” 


rourw]+our J° 28 (56), 

ywookere SCA BCL al. sat. mu. sah. syr? aeth"? Ir. Leif.] ywvwore- 
rat K al. fere.©° vg. syrs* Cyr. Thphyl. Did. Aug. : yevwoxoper &* 9. 14”. 
69 as arm. copnoscemus boh-ed. : cognoscetzs boh-codd, 

Geou 1°] +e¢ spiritum erroris san. 

0 1°—zveupa 2°] om. J 547-119 (209). 

Inoovv Xpicrov] Xpirov Incovy C arm-codd. 

ednrvdora NAC KL etc.] ednrvdevae B 99. Cf. Polycarp (? ver. 3) 
Thdrt. vg. Ir. Cyp. Or. Leif. Did. 


8. The simple accusative tov “Iycotv is undoubtedly the true 
text. The variants “Incotv Xpiordv, kipiov, @AndvOdra év capki 
are natural attempts to expand an abrupt phrase from the pre- 
ceding verse. ‘The interesting variant Avec which is presupposed 
in several Patristic passages must be discussed separately. It is 
not the only instance of an explanatory gloss which has influenced 
the text of this Epistle. 

The shorter text emphasizes clearly the personal character of 
the confession (see the notes on the preceding verse). And it 
lays the right stress on the danger which threatened the readers 
of listening to those who undervalued the importance of the 
human life and personality of Jesus of Nazareth. 

toito| The denial of Jesus. 

75 Tod dvtxpiotov] Either the Spirit which comes from Anti- 
christ, or more probably the special characteristic of Antichrist. 
The work of Antichrist was already being done in the world. 

8 dxynkdate| Cf. ii. 18, qxovoate dr. Avtixpicros épyerat. The 
“coming” of Antichrist formed part of common Jewish expecta- 
tion and Christian teaching. The readers had been taught what 
to expect, and ought to find no difficulty in detecting its 
beginnings among them. 

45y] Cf. Jn. iv. 35, Ore Aevxal eiowy tpds Ocpropov HSy, and ix. 
27, elrov ipiv 75y. With these three exceptions, of which iv. 35 
is doubtful, the Johannine use of 75 is to qualify the words 
which follow. 


mvevua (? 1°)] om. A (33) 2# 7% 85. 172 (sos) | o (? 1°) tay 2®7 (505) | 
Hn] om, J? 5? (491). 

© 4m omonroyer] Avew vg. (soluzt) Ir. Or. Aug. Fulg. cdd. uet. op. Socr. 
Cf. Leif. Tert. 

tov uncow A Bh 13, 27. 29. 69 as cdduet ap. Socrat. Cyr. Thdt. vg. 
fu. harl. tol. syr# boh-ed. arm-cod. aeth. Ir. Or. Leif. Did.] uoouy 
Kupioy N: Tov inoouv xpiocrov L al. plu. boh-codd. cat. Oec.: tov xv w 
12 182. 254. 8454 (318) Jo HP4-208. 8299 (137): enoouv xpicrov K al. plus® Polyc. 
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Thyphl. am. demid. sah, arm-ed. Aug, Tert. :+¢€» capxt edndvOora & K L 
al. pler. cat. syr*t arm. Thphyl. Oec. Tert. (wenzsse) Cyp.:+ev oapke 
eAnruGevat H 58 (33) Amp (XK) Polyc. 

tov] Kv [° 487 ( — 

ex] om. KL kset al. plus” cat. 

Tovro—o 2°] hic est Antichristus quem sah. boh. arm. 

To] om, J 5203ff. 254 (205) A 6364 (51) tL Tov 2°] om, J* 764 (233). 

0 2°]o Te N5. 6. 39. 100: ov H% 

axnkoare] axnkoapev H & (x) 7% poets (5). 


The evidence for the reading Aver=so/uit in this verse is 
mainly Latin ; before von der Goltz’s discovery, described below, 
it was almost exclusively so. The statements of Clement, 
Origen, and Socrates are most naturally explained as proving the 
existence of such a reading in Greek. Taking the evidence 
roughly in chronological order, we must notice first that of 
Irenaeus, though it is unfortunately only preserved in a Latin 
dress. In iii. 16. 8 (Massuet, 207), Irenaeus is denouncing 
the Gnostics who distinguish between Jesus, the Christ, the 
Only-begotten, the Saviour. He accuses them of making many 
Gods, and Fathers many, and of dividing up the Son of God. 
The Lord warns us to beware of such, and John, His disciple, in 
his afore-mentioned Epistle says, ‘‘ Multi seductores exierunt 
in hunc mundum qui non confitentur Iesum Christum in carne 
uenisse. Hic est seductor et Antichristus. Videte eos, ne 
perdatis quod operati estis (2 Jn. 7, 8). Et rursus in epistola 
ait: Multi pseudoprophetae exierunt de saeculo. In hoc 
cognoscite spiritum Dei. Omnis spiritus qui confitetur Iesum 
Christum in carne uenisse, ex Deo est. Et omnis spiritus qui 
soluit Iesum, non est ex Deo, sed de Antichristo est.” The 
actual reading, “qui soluit Iesum,” may be due to the Latin 
translator; but it must be noticed that it suits the preceding 
words of Irenaeus, comminuens autem et per multa diuidens 
Filium Dei, so much better than the common reading py 
dporoyel (non confitetur), that it is more natural to suppose that 
Irenaeus had in his Greek text either Aver or some equivalent 
phrase, unless his translator has very freely paraphrased the 
whole passage to bring it into agreement with the text of the 
Epistle with which he was acquainted. (See, however, Westcott, 

» E57. 
: cil evidence of Clement of Alexandria was also available 
only through Latin sources. The Latin summary of his 
Hypotyposes has no equivalent for this passage; but in the 
summary of the Second Epistle we find, ‘‘Adstruit in hac 
epistola perfectionem fidei extra caritatem non esse, et ut 
nemo diuidat Iesum Christum, sed unum credat Iesum 
Christum uenisse in carne,” words which do not go far towards 
proving that Clement knew of the reading Aver in Greek, but 
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when taken in connection with two passages in Origen suggest 
the possibility that the reading was known at Alexandria in 
Clement’s time. 

In the Latin version of Origen’s Commentary on S. Matthew, 
§ 65, the reading ‘‘soluit Jesum” is found. The passage is an 
explanation of the parable, Mt. xxiv. 14. The man who went on 
a journey being naturally identified with the Lord, Origen raises 
the difficulty, “ How can He be said to go on a journey who 
promised that where two or three are gathered together in His 
name, He will be in their midst?” He finds a solution of the 
difficulty which he has raised in the distinction between the 


Lord’s divine and human natures. ‘‘Secundum hanc divinitatis 
suae naturam non peregrinatur, sed peregrinatur secundum 
dispensationem corporis quod suscepit.” He adds other 


instances of statements which must be referred to His human 
nature, and then adds, ‘‘Haec autem dicentes non soluimus 
suscepti corporis hominem, cum sit scriptum apud Joannem 
‘Omnis spiritus qui soluit Iesum non est ex Deo’ sed unicuique 
substantiae proprietatem seruamus.” ‘The whole argument is so 
thoroughly in Origen’s style, that we should hestitate to attribute 
the quotation of the verse in this form to the Translator, though 
we cannot be certain that Origen read Ave in his Greek text. 
The passage has been quoted frequently, but it is curious that 
another passage in the part of his Commentary on S. Matthew 
which is extant in Greek has been generally overlooked. I had 
noted the passage several years ago, but have seen no reference 
to it earlier than Dr. Zahn’s Introduction. In xvi. 8, Origen i is 
commenting on the words dotvar THY puxiy airod Miroee év7i 
moh\A@v. He notices that the wvx7 is given as the Avrpov, not the 
avedua nor the o@ua. He adds the caution that in saying this he 
has no wish to disparage the yuxy of Jesus, but wishes only to 
insist on the exact statement made. And he adds, IAnv o7}LEpov 
ov AVw TOV "Inooby dd tod Xpurrod, &d\AG oe whéov oida év 
<ivat “Inootv rov Xpiordv. The passage may only be an echo of 
such expressions as are found, ¢ Sy in Irenaeus 111, xii. 7, “ Qui 
autem Iesum separant a Christo.” But a comparison of these 
two passages in the same Commentary certainly leave the 
impression that the reading Ave. was known to Origen. The 
matter is determined if the Scholion is correct which is found in 
the Athos MS, containing information about Origen’s text which 
von der Goltz has described in Zexte und Untersuchungen, N. F. 
ii. 4. The Scholion, which i is quoted on p. 48 of von der Goltz’s 
work, is as follows : & Aver Tov ‘Ingotv. Otrws 6 Eipyvaios ¢ év TO 
tpiry Karo, Tas aipéras Adyw Kal ‘Opuyevijs ev TO 1 TO psy TOV eis 
TOV Tpos Pwpaious é&nyytixov Kat KAnpys 6 to) Srpwpareds é év TO Trepl 
Tov mdoxa Ady». Von der Goltz points out that the 8th Book of 
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Origen’s Commentary would seem to have contained his exposi- 
tion of Ro. v. 17-vi. 16, and in Rufinus’ translation (v. 8; Lomm. 
p. 386) 1 Jn. iv. 2 is quoted, so that it is not unlikely that in the 
original Greek the quotation included the third verse with the 
reading Ave. Thus, if we may trust the evidence of the 
Scholion, and there are no good grounds for not doing so, in 
the three instances where extant Latin evidence suggested that 
the reading was known to Greek writers, we have now definite 
evidence that it was found in their Greek text. 

The only other Greek evidence for the reading is the well- 
known passage of Socrates about Nestorius (7. £. vii. 32); abrixa 
yoov nyvonoe ort ev ™ Kaboduch “Twdvvov yeypamro év Tots 
maXatous dvreypagors ére wav tvedpa 9 Aver Tov Inootv amd Tod 
Oeod ovK éot. TavryY yap TH dudvovay éx av Tada avtrypapev 
mepvethov ot xopilew ard TOU THs oixovopias dv Opasrov Bovdspevor 
tiv Geornra* 516 Kat ot radaLol Epunvets adTd TodTo émeonuHvayTo, ws 
Twes elev padiouvpyjoavTes THY erictoAnv, Ave ard TOD Oeod Tov 
évOpwrov Gédovres. Again this language may be “satisfied by the 
supposition that he was acquainted with the Latin reading and 
some Latin commentary” (Westcott, p. 157). But this can 
hardly be called the most natural interpretation of his words. 

The evidence of Tertullian and Augustine points to the early 
existence of the phrase in connection with the passages in 
the Johannine Epistles, though it is not always certain whether 
this passage or the similar words in the Second Epistle are 
referred to. The most important passage is adv. Marc. v. 16, 
‘* Johannes dicit processisse in mundum praecursores Antichristi 
spiritus, negantes Christum in carne uenisse et soluentes Iesum.” 
Augustine in a somewhat different manner appears to comment 
on both readings. After explaining the words “qui non 
confitetur Iesum Christum in carne uenisse” by the suggestion 
that the denial is to be found in the want of love which divides 
the Church, he continues, “adeo ut noueritis quia ad facta retulit 
et omnis spiritus, ait, qui soluit Iesum.” Later on he has 
“soluis Iesum et negas in carne uenisse.” The natural ex- 
planation of his treatment of the passage is that in his text the 
words “ qui soluit Jesum, non est ex Deo” (the addition of “in 
carne uenisse ” after “ Tesum” in Migne must be an error) followed 
the clause “ qui non confitetur Iesum Christum in carne uenisse.” 
There are other instances of supplementary glosses in Augustine’s 
text of this Epistle. The quotation in the Zéestimonia of Cyprian 
(ii. 8), “Omnis spiritus qui confitetur Iesum Christum in carne 
uenisse, de Deo est, qui autem negat in carne uenisse, de Deo 
non est, sed est de Antichristi spiritu,” shows that the reading 
* soluit” was not found in the earliest form of the old Latin text, 
in spite of its presence in all Latin MSS except Codex Frisianus. 
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On the whole, then, the Latin evidence points to the probability 
that this reading crept into the Latin texts at an early date, 
being first introduced as an explanatory gloss, which sub- 
sequently displaced the reading it was inserted to explain. 
The history of its appearance in Greek authorities is still obscure, 
but may perhaps be explained in the same way. 

And the internal evidence points in the same direction. It 
is far easier to explain 6 Ave as an attempt to emphasize the 
bearing of the verse on the heretical views of the ‘“‘ Separators,” 
than wice versa. As Wurm has acutely observed, the reading 0 
py Sporoye, etc., could only have been introduced as an ex- 
planatory gloss on 6 Aver at a time when the meaning of this 
phrase had been forgotten. But it is certainly found during the 
period when the reading “qui soluit” could cause no difficulty 
and was perfectly well understood. Neither reading can be 
later than Irenaeus, and at that date there could have been no 
motive for the alteration of Ave if it had been the original 
reading. On the other hand, the correction of jy dwoXoye into 
Aver would give special point to the passage as a condemnation 
of a particular form of heresy, which at that time had to be 
combated. 

2. iv. 4-6. Attitude of the Church and the world towards 
this confession. 

4-6. If they are true to themselves the readers have nothing 
to fear from the activities of the Antichristian spirits at work in 
the world. In virtue of the new birth, which as Christians they 
have experienced, they have gained the victory over the false 
prophets, and the fruits of the victory are theirs, unless they 
deliberately forfeit them. The victory was not gained in their 
own strength. It was God who fought for them and in them. 
And God is greater than the devil who rules in the world. The 
false prophets are essentially “of the world.” All that dominates 
their life and action comes fromit. Their teaching is derived 
from its wisdom, not from the revelation which God has given 
in His Son. And so their message is welcomed by those who 
belong to the world. For like associates with like. The writer 
and his fellow-teachers are conscious that they derive their true 
life from God. And those who are of God, and therefore live 
their lives in learning to know Him better, in the gradual 
assimilation of the revelation of Himself which God is making 
in His Son, receive the message. It is only rejected by those 
who are not of God, and so are not learning to know Him. 
Thus from the character of those who welcome their respective 
messages we learn to recognize and distinguish the spirit of 
truth and the spirit of falsehood. 

4. ipets| The readers, whom he has instructed in the Faith, 
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and whom he naturally addresses as his “‘little children,” using 
the privileges of age and position when he wishes to speak em- 
phatically, in words either of warning or of exhortation. Cf. 
ii. I, 12, 28, ili, 7, 18, v. 21. The emphatic pronoun separates 
the readers from the false teachers. 

€x Tod Oeod éoré| Cf. Jn. vill. 23, xvil. 14, 16; 1 Jn. iii. 19, Vv. 
19, ii. 19. By the phrase elvac éx the writer seems to denote 
more than merely “belonging to.” It suggests primarily spiritual 
dependence. A man is said to be “of God,” “of the Devil,” 
who draws all his inspiration, all that dominates and regulates 
his thought and action, from the sources out of which he is said 
to be. Eiva éx tod cod denotes especially the state of those 
who have experienced the spiritual regeneration which is the 
true note of the Christian, and who are true to their experience. 
Eivat ék tod Kocpou is the state of those who still, whether 
nominally Christian or not, draw their guidance from human 
society, considered as an ordered whole, apart from God. 

vevuxyjkate| by remaining true to the Christianity which they 
had been taught dz’ dpyjs, rather than by the expulsion of the 
false prophets (atrovs) from the community. 

ért] There was no cause for boasting of their victory. It 
was God who worked in them, as the Devil worked and ruled in 
the world. Voli te extollere. Vide quis in te vicit (Aug.). 


ypews] pr. kat Z*7 (505): pr. ore Z? 47% 161 (342) | ex] fic sab4, 

eote] nati estzs salY | rexvia] Texva 31 cS* al, pauc. :om. boh-sah. 

vevixnxare] evixnoate J°14 (335) | vu] nue 22% (394) | 0 2°] om. 
J 882. 8254 (231) | ev Tw Koopw] ex Tov Kocmou J* 3974 (96) 7? 62-5161 (767), 


5. ék tod kdopou eiciv] See the notes on ver. 4. The false 
teaching drew its strength from the wider knowledge of the world, 
rejecting or failing to appreciate the essential truth of the 
revelation made in Jesus Christ incarnate. 

éx tov xécpou Aadovow] Their teaching corresponds to their 
sphere. And it is welcomed by the like-minded. 

éxover] Cf. Oecumenius, 76 yap épolp rd Smovov rpoorpéxet. 
There was apparently need of encouragement in view of the 
success which the false teachers had secured. Cf. again 
Oecumenius, eikds yap twas tovtTwy Kal doxdAdew dpovtas 
éxeivous pev Tots ToAXOts TEeplaTOvodaToUs, EavTods O& KaTappovou- 
pévous. 

dia Touro] pr. kat 69 aS": Kat 68. 103 Did. 


Aadovow] om. 1° & (498). 
axovet avrov (?) 0 koouos ** (317), 


6. tpeis] The contrast with tyes (ver. 5) suggests that the 
teachers and not the whole body of Christians are meant. 
They know whence they draw the inspiration of their life and 
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work. And they will be recognized by those who have begun to 
live the eternal life which consists in knowing God and His 
messenger (cf. Jn. xvii. 3). 

& ywooxov tov Oedv] The phrase is used as practically 
equivalent to efvau é« tod Geod, but it emphasizes one particular 
point in the continual progress made by those who “are of God,” 
viz. the knowledge of Him which comes from experience of life 
in fellowship with Him. 

ds obK got K.t.A.] They cannot know or welcome the truth, 
because the principles which guide their thoughts are not 
derived from the truth. 

éx toUtou| Cf. Jn. vi. 66, xix. 12, in neither of which verses 
is the meaning exclusively temporal. The phrase is not used 
again in the Epistle, or in the Johannine writings, with ywwcxeuv. 
As compared with év rovrw it may perhaps suggest a criterion 
which is less obvious, and which lies further away from that 
which it may be used to test. The character of their confession 
offers an immediate test of the spirits. It requires a longer process 
of intelligent observation to determine the character of the recep- 
tion with which the message meets. The “test” here is the fact 
that the one message is welcomed by those who are of God and 
know God, the other only by those who are of the world. Cf. 
Jn. xv. 19. 

ywéoxopev] The preceding jets and yyov make it natural 
to refer this to the teachers, and grammatically this is no doubt 
the more correct interpretation. But when the writer is medi- 
tating, rather than pursuing a course of logically developed 
thought, his meditation is apt to pass out into wider spheres, 
and it is more than probable that he now includes in the first 
person plural the whole body of those whom he is addressing, 
as well as the teachers, with whom he began by associating 
himself. 

7d mvedpa THS GAnOetas «.t.A.] The Spirit of God, of which 
the essential characteristic is truth, and the spirit of the Devil, 
or of Antichrist, which is characterized by falsehood, the active 
falsehood which leads men astray (Adv). 


o] pr. kar 7° °58* (56), 

os... nuwy 2° B K al. pler. vg. etc.] om. A La 3. 142. 177%. 
os] pr. Kae ¢364 (137), 

€k TouTov] ev TouTw A vg. sah. cop. 

mia, (2? 1°, 2°)] mpa J2205-261 (57), 

C. iv. 7-v. 12. 

Third presentation of the ethical and Christological theses. 
They are not only shown to be connected (as in &), but the 
proof of their inseparability is given. Love is the basis of our 
knowledge of fellowship with God, because God is love. And 
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this love of God is manifested in the sending of His Son, as 
faith comprehends it. So the two main thoughts of the Epistle, 
Faith in Jesus Christ and Love of the Brethren, are intertwined 
in this passage, which may be divided into two sections. 

I. iv. 7-21. First meditation on the two thoughts now com- 
bined. Love based on faith in the revelation of Love which 
has been given, the test of our knowledge of God and of our 
birth from God. 

II. v. 1-12. Faith as the ground of love. 

I. 1. iv. 7-12. Love based on the Revelation of Love. 

(a) 7-10. The writer grounds an appeal to his ‘“ beloved” 
hearers for mutual love on the true nature of love as manifested 
in the Incarnation. True love is not merely a quality of nature, 
and on that analogy included in our conception of the Deity. 
It has its origin in God. Human love is a reflection of some- 
thing in the Divine nature itself. Its presence in men shows 
that they have experienced the new birth from God and share in 
that higher life which consists in gradually becoming acquainted 
with God. Where love is absent there has not been even the 
beginning of the knowledge of God, for love is the very nature 
and being of God. And God’s love has been manifested 
in us. God sent His only-begotten Son, in whom His whole 
nature is reproduced, who alone can fully reveal it to men, into 
the world of men with a special purpose. That purpose was 
to enable men to share the higher spiritual life which He im- 
parts (va fjowpev 80 adrod). The nature of true love is mani- 
fested in those who have begun to share that life. True love 
is something which gives itself, neither in return for what has 
been given nor in order to get as much again: even as God 
gave His Son, not as a reward for the love which men had 
showed to Him, but asa boon to those who had only mani- 
fested their hostility to Him, in order to remove the obstacles 
which intervened between God and men. 

7. é&yamytot| One of the writer’s favourite words. It occurs 
ten times in the Epistles, though not in the Gospel. It is his 
usual method of address when he wishes to appeal to the better 
thoughts and feelings of his readers, or, to use S. Paul’s phrase, 
to “open the eyes of their hearts.” It emphasizes the natural 
grounds of appeal for mutual love, which can most readily be 
called out among those who are loved or lovable. 

4 &ydarm ex 08 Geos éotiv] The whole of the Biblical revela- 
tion of God emphasizes the fact that man is made in the image 
of God, not God in the image of man, however much our con- 
ceptions of God are necessarily conditioned by human limita- 
tions. It suggests that whatever is best in man is the reflection, 
under the limitations of finite human existence, of something 


118 THE EPISTLES OF S. JOHN [IV. 7, 8. 


in the nature of God. The true nature of love cannot be 
appreciated unless it is recognized that its origin must be 
sought beyond human nature. We may compare the doctrine 
of ‘‘ Fatherhood” insisted upon in Eph, iil. 15. 

mas 5 dyata@v| It is generally recognized that love is here 
presented, not as the cause of the new birth from God or of 
the knowledge of God, but as their effect. The presence of 
love is the test by which the reality of their presence in any 
man may be known. The discussion of the question whether 
the writer intends to present the relation of the being born of 
God to the knowledge of God as one of cause and effect, or 
of effect and cause, is perhaps idle. He who loves shows 
thereby that he has experienced the new birth from God which 
is the beginning of Christian life, and that its effects are per- 
manent and abiding. He also shows that he has entered upon 
that life which consists in the gradual acquiring of the know- 
ledge of God. Whether this process of acquiring knowledge 
begins before, and leads to, the new birth, or only begins after 
that has been experienced and is its consequence, is not stated. 
The question was probably not present to the writer’s mind. 


n aryamn] post ecrw J* 15 (310), 

rou (? /°)}om. 7°'6 (—), 

oayarwv)]+rov deov A:+fratrem demid. tol. Fulg.:+fratrem suum. 
Did. : cf. omnes qui diligunt se inuicem sah, 

Kat 1°—(8) eoriv] om. syr?, 

yeyervyntar] yeyevnrat 99. 177*. 180 js Isc¥ Dam, 


8. The negative counterpart of ver. 7, the statement being 
made, as usual, with a slight difference. 

odk éyvw] He shows by his want of love that the process of 
knowledge never even began in him. 

dt. 6 Oeds dydan éotiv] Love is not merely an attribute of 
God, it is His very Nature and Being; or rather, the word 
expresses the highest conception which we can form of that 
Nature. Holtzmann’s note is worth quoting. ‘Even the false 
gnosis realized that God is light and spirit. But when here and 
in ver. 16 love is put forward as the truest presentation of God, 
this is the highest expression of the conception of God. It 
passes entirely beyond the limitations of natural religion. It 
does not come within the category of Substance, but only those 
of Power and Activity. It opens the way for an altogether new 
presentation of religion based on the facts of moral life.” 


0 1°—Geov] post eoriw syrs>: om. N* 192 ds arm-cdd. aeth.: o wn 
ayamTwy ovkK eyvaKev N°, 

o 1°] pr. ore £° 174 (252): + de 7°28 (56), 

ouK eyvw] om. eyrwxey N° 31: ov ywwwoxer A 3. 5. 13 al.4 arm. Or. cf. 
Leif. Did. Fulg. : on cognoscit sah. 


IV. 9, 10.] NOTES ON I JOHN 119 


9. év toUrw] The true nature of God’s love has now been 
shown, in a way which men can understand and appreciate, in 
the fact and the purpose of the Incarnation. God gave His 
best, that men might be enabled to live the life of God. 

év jpiv] Not “among us,” still less “to us.” If the writer had 
meant ‘‘God’s love to us,” he would doubtless have used the 
Greek words which would convey that meaning, 4 dydary tod 
Geod (4) «is jas. The preposition has its full force. God sent 
His Son that men might live. The manifestation of His love 
is made zz those who have entered upon the life which He sent 
His Son to give. 

tov povoyev| The idea presented by povoyevyjs in the Johan- 
nine books would seem to be that of the one and only Son 
who completely reproduces the nature and character of His 
Father, which is concentrated in one, and is not, so to speak, 
divided up among many brethren. It emphasizes the complete- 
ness of the revelation of God which He is able to give, as well 
as the uniqueness of the gift. 

iva {yowpev| Cf. the note on ev jyiv. The love was mani- 
fested in a definite act with a definite object. 

€v 1°] pr. Kae ore J%200f 254. 502 (83) 7b 78-157 (_): pr. cae J°14 (335), 
Tou Qeov] ecus arm-codd, 

ev nuw] om, J> 253-559 (2), 

amecrahxer] amecrethev K 29. 38. 42. 57 al. plus!? Ath, 

o Geos] om. 15. 18. 25. 98. 100 al.° arm. aeth. Aug. 

fnowper] fwpev X*. 


10. True love is selfless. It is not a mere response. It 
gives itself. The sending of God’s Son was not the answer of 
God to something in man. It was the outcome of the very 
Nature of God. Cf. Odes of Solomon, ili. 3, 4, ‘I should not 
have known how to love the Lord, if He had not loved me. 
For who is able to distinguish love, except the one that is 
loved?” 

ihaopdv] Cf. ii. 2. God could not give Himself while men’s 
sins formed a barrier between them and Him. True love must 
sweep away the hindrances to the fulfilment of the law of its 
being. While Vulg. has gropitiatio, Aug. has /ztator, and Lucif. 
expiator, emphasizing the fact that that which reconciles is a 
person. 

n ayamn)|+Tov Oeov & sah. cop. 
nyamrncaper] nyarnkauev B | yyarqoer] pr. mpwros K 54 (51), 
autos] exewos A: pr. Deus sah”, 
ameoret\ev] amrectadkev &. 
mepu] umep J*7 (83): om. L174 (252), 
(4) 11, 12. Love of the Brethren the test of Fellowship. 
In the light of such a manifestation of God’s love there can 
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be no question about the obligation to mutual love among those 
who have experienced it. True knowledge always finds expres- 
sion in action. The true nature of God cannot be made visible 
to the eye. His presence cannotbeseen. But it is known in its 
results. Where love is, there we know that God abides in men. 
His abiding in men is the most complete expression of His love. 

11. dyamntot] Cf. ver. 7. The loving address is here used 
for the sixth and last time. 

ovtws| Cf. Jn. iii. 16, of which this verse seems to be an echo. 
Otrws defines the way in which God manifested the true nature 
of love, by giving His Son. 

kat pets] The writer and his readers, or more generally the 
Christian Family, those who have experienced and appropriated 
the revelation of love. Those who have learned the true 
character of love are under the strongest obligation to carry out, 
in such spheres as they can, the lesson which they have learned. 
The proper result of divine birth is divine activity. 


0 Beos] post nuas Z> 258t. 559. 8152. §260 (2), 
operhouer Kau nuers 1 5458-178 (5), 


12. Oedv x.t.d.] Cf. Jn. i. 18, where the order of the first two 
words is the same. The absence of the article throws the 
emphasis on the nature and character of God. As He is in His 
true nature He cannot be made visible to the eyes of men, so 
that they can grasp the meaning of what they see (Ocaéc0a, 
contrast the édépaxey of the Gospel, which merely states the fact). 

*av x.7.A.] What cannot be seen can be known by its fruits. 
Mutual love is a sign of the indwelling of God in men. 
“Through our love for each other (as Christians) we build the 
Temple, in which God can dwell in and among us” (Rothe). 
His love for men receives its most perfect expression in His 
giving Himself to men, and entering into fellowship with them. 

aitod| There is the usual division of opinion as to whether 
the genitive is subjective or objective, or whether the two 
meanings are to be combined, the love which comes from God 
and which He causes to exist in men. The context on the 
whole favours the view that it should be taken as subjective. 
God’s love to men is realized most fully in His condescending 
to abide in men. Cf. ver. 9, efavepwOy 7 aydan Tov Oeod év jpiv. 

12. Oeov] pr. adeApor J* 17 (303), 

TETENELWMEVN] PY. TeTEAELWTaL Kat 13: post nuw A 5. 13. 31. 68. 69 ast 
vg. Thphyl. : Zerfecta erit sah4, 

ev nuwv] post ecrw K Lal. pler. cat. sah. cop. syr“t arm. aeth. Oec. Aug. 


13-16a. Proofs of Fellowship. The gift of the Spirit. The 
witness of those who actually saw the manifestation of love in 
the Life of Jesus. By means of the Spirit, of which He has 
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given us, we are conscious that fellowship between Him and 
us really exists. Furthermore, the great proof of His love, the 
sending of His Son as Saviour of the world, rests on certain 
witness. We who lived with Him on earth, and have seen and 
understood the meaning of what we saw, can bear true witness, 
All who accept the fact that Jesus of Nazareth, who lived on 
earth as a man among men, is the Son of God, and who mould 
their lives in accordance with this confession, are in true fellow- 
ship with God. And we who saw Him have learned to know 
and to believe the love which God has for us, and shows in us. 
18. The writer passes from the facts to Christian conscious- 

ness of the facts. We are assured that fellowship between God 
and us really exists, because He has given us of His Spirit, and the 
effects of His gifts are permanent. Cf. iil. 24, where the same 
conclusion is reached. For the use of the preposition, cf. Mt. 
xxv. 28, ddre jyiv ex rod éXaiov tyuadv. For the general arrange- 
ment of the matter, cf. 1 Jn. ii. 5, 6. 

pevowev]+ Kae ques 13. 

avros|+est s. manet sah. boh. :+(?) o Geos 74 1 (395). 

ais] mps O* (154). 

dedwxey NBKL al. plur. cat. Ath. Cyr.] edwkey 13, 27. 29 c8* Ath. 

Bas. Cyr. 


14. Beside the internal witness of the Spirit, there is also the 
external witness of those who saw the great proof of God’s love. 
Their vision was complete, and lasting in its results. The 
testimony, therefore, which they bear is sure. 

‘jpets] The word must here refer to the actual eye-witnesses 
of the life of Jesus on earth. The exaggeration of the view 
which finds “the airérrau of the Province”! in each use of the 
first person plural of the pronoun in the Epistle, should not be 
allowed to obscure the natural meaning of certain expressions 
which it contains; cf. 1 Jn. i. 1. The verb looks back to 
ver. 12: “God Himself no one has ever yet beheld; but we 
have beheld His Son. 

owrhpa| Cf. Jn. iv. 42, obrds éorw adyOds 6 owryp Tod Kdcpov. 
The purpose of the mission was to restore the fellowship which 
had been gradually forfeited. 

rebeaueda & BK Lal. longe. pler. cat. Thphyl. Oec.] ePeacapeba A 27. 
29. 33. 34. 66**. 68. 98 al. aliq. Cyr. 

paprupovper] testatz sumus sah, 

ameoradkev] amecrerer 1% 8968 (96) 7> 78-157 (_) OS (154), 

voy] +avrovu £° 64. 259 (737), 


15. dpuodoyfon] Cf. iv. 2 and notes. The confession is stated 
variously ; cf. iv. 2; 2 Jn. 7, and the various confessions in the 
Gospel. The essential point seems to be the identity of Jesus, 

1Cf. Holtzmann on 3 Jn. 9. 


122 THE EPISTLES OF S. JOHN _—[IV. 15, 16a. 


the man who lived on earth a human life, with the Son of God, 
who as only-begotten Son of His Father could reveal the Father 
to men. In the thought of the writer no other conditions could 
assure the validity of the revelation and. the possibility of its 
comprehension by man. He who “confesses” this, z.e. makes 
this belief the guiding principle of his life and action, is assured 
of the truth of his fellowship with God. Thus the work of the 
original witnesses is continued in the “confession” of those who 
“have not seen and yet have believed.” Such a confession is 
as sure a test of Divine fellowship as “mutual love.” As it 
cannot be true unless it issues in such mutual love, it is difficult 
to distinguish the two. The writer probably puts it forward 
rather for its value as an objective sign to others, than for its 
power of giving assurance to him who makes it. In the 
Christian community there is external as well as internal 
assurance to be found by those who look for it. 

16a. kal fpets eyvdkapev Kal memotedxapev| If, as seems 
probable, the first person plural still refers to the writer and 
other teachers who, like him, had seen the Lord on earth, he is 
thinking of his early experiences in Galilee or Jerusalem, when 
growing acquaintance passed into assured faith, which had never 
since been lost. Contrast the order in the confession of S. Peter, 
Jn. vi. 69. The growth of knowledge and the growth of faith 
act and react on each other. 

év iptv] The love which God has for men is manifested in 
those who respond to it, in whom it issues in higher life. But 
perhaps it is safer to regard the preposition as a trace of the 
influence of Aramaic forms of expression on the writer’s style. 


omoroynon] oworoyn A 5 | enoous] K§ J* 1 (40): xs Ks J* 382 (231): 
+xpicros Bm, arm-codd. Cf. Tert. 

autos] ovros J* 6457-110 (209) :++es¢ s. manet boh. sah. 

WeMLOTEVKAMEV Kat eyvwKamev Arm. | TeTLoTEvKauev] micTevoey A 
13 am. tol. cop. 

Thy ayarny|+ Dez am.* arm. 

exer] ecxev HS (W), 

ev nuav] me nucov [2 897Hitt. 8157 (06), 


16b-21. Love and Faith in relation to Judgment. The 
nature of true love. 

Since God is love, he who abides in love abides in God 
and God in him. Thus the test of love can give full assurance 
with regard to the reality of our fellowship with God. It is a 
logical deduction from the very nature of God. Love has been 
made perfect in us when, and only when, we can look forward 
with entire confidence to the great day of God’s judgment, 
knowing that as the exalted Christ abides in the Father’s love, 
so we abide in it so far as that is possible under the conditions 


IV. 16b, 17.] NOTES ON I JOHN 123 


of our present existence. Where full confidence is not yet 
possible, love is not yet made perfect, for fear and dread have no 
place in true love. It drives them out completely from the 
sphere of its activity. For fear has in itself something of the 
nature of punishment, and he who experiences it has not yet 
been made perfect in love. How then can we say that we have 
love? Because our love, in whatever degree we possess it as yet, 
has its origin in something that is above and beyond us. It has 
its origin in God. It is called out in response to the love which 
God has for us. But our claim to love can be put to an obvious 
test. Love is active, and must, if it is real, go forth to those who 
need it. If any one claims to love God and does not show love 
to his brethren, his claim is not only false, but reveals a falseness 
of character. Love will show itself wherever an object of love is 
to be found. He who will not take even the first step can never 
reach the goal. If the sight of his brother does not call out his 
love, the fact shows that he cannot have love enough to reach 
as faras God. And for us the matter is determined, once for 
all, by the Master’s command. He has said, “The first com- 
mandment is, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God. And the 
second is this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” 

16b. 6 Beds x.7.d.] Cf. ver. 8, where love is shown to be the 
necessary condition of knowledge of God. Here it is presented 
as the necessary condition of fellowship. 

6 pévev «.7.d.] Cf. ver. 12, where the writer emphasizes the 
fact that God’s love for men is shown most completely in His 
willingness to “abide” in us. Here the emphasis is laid on the 
mutual character of the intercourse, év 7 Oe@ péver kal 6 eds ev 
avr, and especially on the human side. By abiding in love, the 
Christian realizes the divine fellowship. 


Kat 4°-—pever 2°] om. Syrs“ | o 4°] om. H® (N)—peve 22NBEKL al. 
fere.®° sah. cop. syrP arm. Cyp. Aug.] om. Aal. sat. mul. cat. vg. aeth. 
Thphyl. Oec. Cyp. 


17. év toUr» «.1..] Two interpretations of this verse are 
possible, according as the words refer to what precedes or to 
what follows. “Ev rovrw may recapitulate the clause év 7rd ded 
pever kal 6 Oeds év aird. Love finds its consummation in the 
realization of this mutual fellowship. But it would be truer to 
say that love is made perfect, not in fellowship generally, but in 
perfect fellowship; and this is hardly expressed by the words. 
And in the general usage of the author év rovrw refers to what 
follows, whenever the sentence contains a clause which allows 
of such a reference. Such clauses are either added without 
connecting particle, or are introduced by 6m, édv, or drar. 
There is no certain instance of the construction év rovrw iva, 
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But Jn. xv. 8 should probably be interpreted in this way (é 
rovtw édofda0n 6 mwarip pov, iva Kapmrov moby dépyre). And the 
writer’s use of the purely definitive iva is so well established that 
such a construction causes no difficulty. If év rovrm refers to the 
clause introduced by éva the meaning will be that love is made 
perfect in full confidence, It has been perfectly realized only by 
those who can look forward with sure confidence to the judgment 
of the Great Day. Such confidence is the sign of perfect love. 
The thought is developed further in ver. 18. Cf. also ii. 28. 
mappyoiav| See the note on ii. 28. 
peO sjpav] As contrasted with év jyiv (&) it is possible that 
the phrase may emphasize the co-operation of men in the realiza- 
tion of fellowship, “In fulfilling this issue, God works with man” 
(Westcott, who compares Ac. xv. 4). But it is at least equally 
possible that the usage of the Hebrew preposition Oy may have 
influenced the choice of preposition. 
dr «.7.A.] The ground of the assurance. Those who have 
attained to fellowship share, in some degree, the character of the 
Christ, as He is in His exalted state, in perfect fellowship with 
the Father. Cf. Jn. xvii. 23, éya év adrots cal od év euot? va dow 
reteXewpevor eis Ev. Those who are like their Judge, can await 
with confidence the result of His decrees. The fellowship is 
limited by the conditions of earthly life (€v 7G kécpym Tovrw). 
Otros ‘emphasizes the idea of transitoriness.” But so far as it 
goes the fellowship is real. 
éxeivos| is generally used in this Epistle of the exalted Christ ; 
Cf, 1, 6;1l:. 2, 55375..00: 
év TH Hpepa Ths Kploews| Cf. ii. 28, éay havepw67. However 
much the writer may seek to spiritualize the ordinary Christian, 
or even the Synoptic, eschatology, he has not eliminated from 
the sphere of his theological thought the idea of a final “day” of 
judgment, when the processes which are already at work shall 
reach their final issue and manifestation. The attempts which 
have been made to draw a distinction in this respect between the 
Gospel and the Epistle cannot be said to have been successful. 
n ayamn)+ Tov Geov 96 alPaue vecle tol. sah>w: ezws arm. 
MeO nuwov)+ev nuw &. 
exwpuev] exouev § K al.b: cxwuev 2° (—), 
7] om. [844 (794), 
nuepa] ayamrn &. 
ort. . . eomev] ut. . . stmus Sah>w (non liquet sah‘), 
Kptoews|+ mpos Tov evavOpwrnoavra [° 28-116. 356 (3207), 
exewwos] Kakewvos 13 al.%, 


cori] nv ev TW KOTUM auwMos Kat KABapos ouTwWs Le 116. 356 ( _), 
eouev] ecoucda &. 


18. Fear, which is essentially self-centred, has no place in 
love, which in its perfection involves complete self-surrender. 
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The two cannot exist side by side. The presence of fear is a 
sign that love is not yet perfect. “ Love cannot be mingled with 
fear” (Seneca, Zp. Mor. xlvii. 18). 

“ xéddaow exer] not only “includes the punishment which it 
anticipates,” but is in itself of the nature of punishment. Till 
love is supreme, it is a necessary chastisement, a part of the 
divine discipline, which has its salutary office. xdédacus is used 
in the New Testament only here and in Mt. xxv. 46, cf. 2 Mac. 
iv. 38. (Contrast the use of riywpéia, “requital.”) The expres- 
sion must mean here more than “suffers punishment,” as in 
Hermas, S. ix. 18. 1, 6 wy ywooxwv Oedv Kat rovnpevdpevos exet 
kdAaciv Twa THS Tovnpias avToD. 

é&w Badder] Cf. Mt. v. 13, xiii. 48; Jn. vi. 37, ix. 34, xii. 31, 
xv. 6. Love must altogether banish fear from the enclosure in 
which her work is done. 

6 8€ poBodpevos x.7.A.| Tillfear has been “cast outside,” love 
has not been made perfect. Cf. Philo, guod Deus sit immut. 69 
(Cohn, ii. 72), rots ev ody pre pépos pyre maos dvOpwmov rept 
70 dv vopilovow, GAA OeomperGs aiTd du aird pdvov TiYndou 7d 
ayaray oixedtatov, poPeiaOau dé tots ér€pous, quoted by Windisch. 


ev Tn] 7 £° 4 (335): om. rn > 8 (2), 
PoBos (? 2°)] poBovpevos [2 57 (547) [¢ 174 (252), 


19. *pets] We Christians, as in ver. 17. The point has been 
much disputed whether the verb (dyav@pev) is to be interpreted 
as an exhortation (conjunctive) or as a statement of fact (in- 
dicative). The attempt to construe it as a conjunctive has led 
to various modifications of the text, the introduction of a con- 
necting particle odv, never found in the true text of this Epistle 
(cf., however, 3 Jn. 8), or the insertion of an object for the verb 
(rév Oedv, airdv, inuicem). And both modifications would be 
natural if the clause is to be taken as hortatory. But a further 
meditation on the nature of love as manifested in us is more 
suitable to the context, and it gives a deeper meaning to the 
words. Our love is not self-originated. It has a divine origin. 
It is called out in response to what God has given. Thus inter- 
preted, the words offer a far more powerful incentive to the 
exercise of love than a mere exhortation, and they have their 
natural place in the writer’s thoughts. God is love; by the path 
of love we can enter into His fellowship (16): in our case love 
is made perfect in proportion as it casts out fear and establishes 
full confidence (17, 18). And it rests on something greater 
and stronger than our own powers. It is the response of our 
nature to the love which God Himself has shown. Such love 
which He has called out in us must find an object. If it 
fails to find out the nearer object, it will never reach the 
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further (19, 20). And besides this, there is the Lord’s express 
command (21). ; : 
aités] The variant 6 Qeds is probably a true explanation. 
But airdés is not only better attested, it is more in harmony 
with the writer’s style. 
mpatos| Cf. Jn. i. 42. 
nuews & BK L al. longe. plur. cat. sah. cop. syr? arm. Thphyl. Oec. Aug. ] 
+ow A 5. 8 13. 31. 98. IOI. 105. 106**, 107. 177** gsr kscF a]. pauc. 
vg. syrsch, 
ayarwuev A B 5. 27. 29. 66** fu. aeth. boh-codd. Aug. Pelag. Bed.] 
scitmus sah, :+ Tov Oeov & 13. 33. 34. 68. 69. 91. 137 ast cst dscr vg. demid, 
harl. tol. sur. boh-ed. arm. Leo:+avrov K L al. longe. plur. cat. Thphyl. 
Oec. Aug. :+ zwicem am. Leo. 
avros % BK L al. pler. cat. harl. sah. cop. syr. arm. aeth. Thphyl. Oec 
Aug.]o eos A 5. 8. 13. 14%. 33. 34. 81. vg. Pelag. 
mpwros| mpwrov 5. 8. 25. 40. 69. as, 
nyannoev | nyamrnkev 13. 


20. édv tis etry] Cf. i. 6, edv etrwuev, and the more definite 
6 déyov (ii. 4). The false claim is mentioned quite generally. At 
the same time, it is not improbable that the false teachers, who 
claimed to possess a superior knowledge of the true God, may 
also have laid claim to a superior love of the Father, who was 
“ood,” and not merely “just,” as the God of the Old Testa- 
ment. And the emphasis laid throughout the Epistle on the 
duty of mutual love makes it clear that their “superior” love 
had been more or less conspicuous in its failure to begin at 
home, or to master the import of the Lord’s verdict, éf’ dcov oi 
éroujoare évi TovTwy TOY EdaxioTwV, Ode Euol eroujoare. 

puof| Cf. ii. 9. 

Yedorns éotiv] He not only states what is false (wevSerar), but 
reveals by his false claim a real falseness of character, if the 
difference between two possible forms of expression is to be 
pressed. 

6 ydp «.1..] Love must express itself in action. He who 
refuses to make use of the obvious opportunities, which his 
position in this world affords him, cannot entertain the highest 
love. 

dv édpaxev] Cf. Occ. épeAxvorrixdy yap Spacis pds é&ydaryv, and 
the saying of Philo, de Decalogo, § 23 (Cohn, iv. 296), éuryavov 
de eboeBeic Oat Tov adparov i716 Taw eis TOs Eubaveis Kal eyyds dvras 
aceBovvtwv. 

od Sivarar] The reading of & B, etc., is perhaps more impress- 
ive and more in agreement with the writer’s love of absolute 
statement than the variant which Westcott condemns as “the 
rhetorical phrase of the common text” (rds dvvara). At the 
same time the latter reading suggests a new point. The man 
who rejects the obvious method of giving expression to love in 
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the case of those whom he has seen, has no way left by which 
he can attempt the harder task of reaching out to that which is 
invisible. 

ort] om. & Aug, (425). 

ayarw] post ne 1° J®70 (cox): one Pl (216): ayarnkev 7 548 (33), 

puon]) pce. Khal.* cat. Dam. Thphyl. 

‘yap] om. Z* 8 (395) 7°17 (20). 

ov duvarat] 8 B 27. 29. 66**. 68. 69 a8 sah. syr. Lecif.] rws Suvarae 

AK Lal. pler. cat. vg. syr. cop, arm. aeth. Dam, Thphyl. Oec. Cyp. Aug. 
ayaray] ayarnoa 13 al. 


21. The duty of love not only follows necessarily from what 
God has done for us, it rests on His direct commandment. 

éa aitod] naturally refers to God, as the variant in the 
Vulgate interprets it, though here as elsewhere, in the language 
of meditation, when the writer is of Semitic origin, a change of 
person is by no means impossible. 

The most direct statement of the command is Mk. xii. 29 ff, 
where the Lord quotes the command of Dt. vi. 4, 5. The writer 
no doubt knew the Marcan passage, even if he had not himself 
heard the saying which it records, when it was originally spoken. 
Cf. also Jn. xili. 34. 


exomev] accepimus sah. boh-codd. 

am avrov] amo Tov Geov A vg. am. demid. harl. tol. 
om. Oeov . . . Tov 2° B* A* (uid.). 

om. Kat 2° 13. 34. 

avrovu (? 2°)] eavrov J°14 (335), 


II. v. 1-12. Second presentation of the two main thoughts 
closely combined together. Faith the ground of love. 

1. v. la. Faith the sign of the Birth from God (cf. ii. 29, 
iv. 7, Love). 

2. v. lb-4. The love of God which is the true ground of 
love of the brethren, is the sign of love of the brethren 
(contrast iv. 20). 

3. v. 5-12. Faith, in its full assurance, the witness to Jesus 
as being the Christ. 

I. v. la. Faith the sign of the Birth from God. 

1ff. The writer has shown that love has its origin in the 
nature of God, and is not merely an affection of human nature. 
He has also reminded his readers how their love for God, the 
reflex of His love for us, can be tested. The truth of our claim 
to love God is shown in our attitude towards the brethren. He 
now proceeds to show why this is so, and how we can be sure of 
the sincerity of our love for others. The love of a child for its 
father and for its brother or sister are facts of nature. Every one 
who loves the father who begat him naturally loves the other 
children whom his father has begotten. The facts of the 
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spiritual birth are analogous. What is true of the human family 
is also true of the Divine Society. If we love the Father who 
hath “begotten us again,” and the reality of that love is shown 
in our active obedience (ojpev) to His commands, we may be 
assured that our love to His other (spiritual) children is real and 
sincere. Every one that believeth that Jesus is the Christ shows 
by that belief, as it manifests itself in word and deed as well as 
in intellectual conviction, that he has experienced the new birth. 
Those who are “born of God” must love all His children, as 
surely as it is natural that any child should love his father’s 
other children. 

1. was 6 motevwy k.t.d.] Cf. Jn. i. 12f. dcou de EXaBov adroy, 
Zwxev adbrois éLovolay réxva Oeod yevérOar, Tots ticTevovary eis TO 
évopaairov ... of. . . & Geod eyevvyPnoav. Where true faith 
in Jesus as God’s appointed messenger to men is present, there 
the new birth has taken place. The writer does not state 
whether faith is the cause or the result of the new birth. The 
point is not present to his thoughts, and his argument does not 
require its elucidation. What he wishes to emphasize is the fact 
that they go together. Where true faith is the new birth isa 
reality, and has abiding and permanent consequences. The 
believer has been born of God. But incidentally the tenses 
“make it clear that the Divine Begetting is the antecedent, not 
the consequent of the believing.” ‘Christian belief, which is 
essentially the spiritual recognition of spiritual truth, is a function 
of the Divine Life as imparted to men” (Law). 

6 motedwy| Iucrevey dru expresses belief in the truth of a 
statement or thesis. The phrase used in the passage quoted 
above from the Gospel (aurevew cis 76 vou) suggests complete 
and voluntary submission to the guidance of a Person, as 
possessed of the character which his name implies. But though 
the writer is careful to distinguish the two, he would have been 
unable to conceive of any true faith stopping short at intellectual 
conviction of the abstract truth of a statement like that which 
follows in the clause introduced by or, which had no effect on 
the shaping of a man’s conduct. He would have regarded the 
belief that Jesus is the Christ as inseparable from faith in Jesus 
as Christ. Neither belief nor knowledge are for him purely 
intellectual processes. 

*Inoods eotly 6 Xprotds] The exact form of this confession of 
faith is conditioned by the antichrists’ denial (cf. ii. 22, 6 épvov- 
pevos Ste “Incods od« éotly 6 Xpuords). It lays stress on the 
identity of the man Jesus with the Christ who became incarnate 
in Him, as opposed to the theories, then prevalent, of the descent 


of a higher power on Jesus at the Baptism, which left Him before 
the Crucifixion. 
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kal was 6 dyamdy x.t.A.] The child’s love for its parent naturally 
carries with it love for brothers and sisters. The step in the 
argument, ‘‘ Every one that is born of God loveth God,” is passed 
over as too obvious to require statement. Weare again reminded 
that we have to deal with the language of meditation. 


ayamra B 7. 13. 33. 62 om. demid. tol, sah. Hil. Aug.]+xac8 AK LP 
al. pler. cat. vg. harl. syr. arm. aeth. boh. Cyr. Thdt. Thphyl. Oec. Hil. 
Aug. Bed. 


0 xptoros ecrw Lb 8°60 (440). 
ryeyevnrae [2 555%. §459%. 52%, 256, 1402 (Gq), 
Tov 2°] To N 31. 

2. As usual a test is added by which the sincerity of the love 
may be determined. ‘Ev rovrw points forward. This is clearly 
the established usage of év rovrw in the Epistle, but difficulty has 
been felt in thus explaining it here, because the clause to which 
it points forward is introduced by 6ray, instead of the usual con- 
structions, éév, 671, ora disconnected sentence. But the difficulty 
is not serious, and it is probable that év rovrw should be inter- 
preted as usual. Whenever our love to God is clear, and issues 
in active obedience to His will, we know by this that our love 
for His children is real. Weiss’ explanation, which makes éy 
tovrw refer back to the statement immediately preceding (zas 6 
ayarév x.t.X.), is perhaps at first sight easier. ‘‘ When, or as soon 
as, we love God, we love also the children of God, in accordance 
with the law that love for him who begets has as its necessary 
consequence love for those whom he has begotten” (p. 150). 
Thus the duty of loving the brethren is deduced from the natural 
law of affection, as well as being directly commanded by God. 
But the other interpretation is more in accordance with the writer’s 
wish to emphasize the Divine origin of love. There is certainly 
no need to reduce the verse to the merest repetition of what has 
been already said, by the transposition of the objects ‘“ Hereby 
we know that we love God, when we love the children of God,” 
as Grotius and others have suggested. 

Ta téxva Tob Meod| The use of this phrase instead of “the 
brethren” is significant. True love, which has its origin in God, 
is called out by that in its object which is akin to the Divine. 
Every one who has been born of God must love all those who 
have been similarly ennobled. Love of God bears witness to, 
and has witness borne to itself by, love of the godlike. 


ra Texva, Tov Oeou] filewm Dez arm. boh-codd.: Dominumaeth. | orav] 
st boh. 

oray . . . ayaruper] ev TW awryarray Tov Geov 13. QI. 57!ect, 

mowpev B27. 29. 64. 69. 106, 15!ect asc dsr gscr vo, sah. cop. syr. arm. 
aeth. Thphyl. Leif. Aug.] wovoumev 5. 17. 33. 34: Typwuey NK LP al. 
pler. cat. tol. cav. Oec. : rnpousev 31* al.?. 

om, rowpwev—(3) avrov 1° A 3, 42. 66** 100, or. 
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The reading typGpev is clearly a correction to the more usual 
phrase which occurs in ver. 3. In itself the reading of B, etc., is 
more forcible. It emphasizes the active character of the obedi- 
ence which testifies to the love felt for God and therefore for 
the brethren. 

8. The first clause justifies the addition of the last clause of 
Ver. 2, kal Tas évroAds avTod roapev. Obedience to His commands 
is the necessary outcome of love to God. There is no such 
thing as true love of God which does not issue in obedience. 

aity ... wa] Cf. Jn. xvii. 3. The definitive va generally 
introduces an ideal not yet actually attained. This is perhaps 
the only class of ideas whose contents it is used to define. 

tnpapev| Contrast ver. 2 (rodpev). Actual “doing” is the 
test of love. But love includes more of obedience than the 
actual carrying out of definite commands. It accepts them as 
the expression of an underlying principle, which is capable of 
moulding the whole character, and which must be kept alive and 
given scope to work. 

Bapetar] Cf. Mt. xxiii. 4, decpevovow S& popria Bapéa: Lk. xi. 
46, poprilere tovs avOparovs doptia dvaBdoraxra : and contrast 
Mt. xi. 30, 7d hopriov pov éAadpov éoriv. The word cannot here 
mean “difficult to fulfil.” It suggests the idea of a heavy and 
oppressive burden. The commands may be in themselves 
difficult to carry out, and yet not burdensome, if the Christian is 
possessed of adequate power to fulfil them, in virtue of his 
Christian standing and love: dzlige et quod vis fac (Augustine). 
Windisch regards vv. 3 and 4 as intended to show the possibility 
of fulfilling the Divine commands, and of realizing the Divine 
ideal for men. (1) On the side of God, He does not demand what 
is too hardformen. Cf. Philo, de spec. leg. i. 299, p. 257, airetrae 

. & dudvore, Tapa cod 6 Peds ovdev Bapd Kat rouxidov 7 Svoepyov, 
GAAG arAody avd Kai padiov. Tatra S éotiv ayaa aitov as evep- 
yérny, ci O€ pH, HoBetobar yotv os dpxovra Kal KUpiov . . . Kal TaV 
evToAGv adrod mepiexer Oar Kal Ta Sika tYyuavy. (2) On man’s 
side, the necessary power has been given to him. But this inter- 
pretation ignores the form of the sentence (671 wav «.7.A.). 


yap]om. 6 (v) X*(S) sahw boh-codd, 


4. And this power each Christian has, in virtue of the new 
birth from God. The statement is made in its most abstract 
form (rév 76 yeyevvnpévov) which emphasizes the power of the 
new birth rather than its possession by each individual (més 6 
yeyevvnpévos). Every one who is born of God has within himself 
a power strong enough to overcome the resistance of all the 
powers of the world, which hinder him from loving God. 

kal airy «.7.A.] For the form of expression, cf. i.5; Jn. i. 19, 
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Our faith, the faith that Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah, the 
Son of God, accepted not as an intellectual conviction but as a 
rule of life, overcame in our case the powers of the world, which 
fight for a different principle of life. The aorist (vixycaca) 
naturally points to a definite act, or fact. The writer must be 
thinking either of the conversion of each member of the com- 
munity, “the moment when he éziorevoev,” or else of some 
well-known event in the history of the Church or Churches 
addressed. The most natural reference is to the definite with- 
drawing of the false teachers from the fellowship of the Church. 
There is no obvious reference to the victory of Christ over the 
world (cf. Jn. xvi. 33, éy® vevixyxa tov kécpov) which His followers 
share in virtue of their faith, z.¢. in so far as they unite themselves 
with Him. 


mas o yeyevunuevos J* 18 (156), 
nuw SABK Pal. pler. cat. vg. etc.] yuwy L 3. 42. 57. 98. 105. 191 
al. fere.?° aeth. 


5. tis éotw] Cf. ii. 22, ris eorw 6 Wevorns ei wy «.7.rA. The 
appeal is to practical experience. He who has realized what 
Jesus of Nazareth really was, and he alone, has in himself the 
power which overcomes the forces of the world which draw men 
away from God; cf. 1 Co. xv. 57. 

5 vids tod Qeod] Cf. verse 1, 6 xpiords. The fuller phrase 
brings out the meaning more clearly, though the writer prob- 
ably means much the same by both titles. He varies his 
phrase to leave no doubt about his meaning. The zpéroy 
weddos of the false teachers was the denial, not that Jesus was 
the Messiah of the Jews, but that He was the complete revela- 
tion of the Father, the assertion that the higher Power that was 
in Him was only temporarily connected with Him during a 
part of His earthly life. 


mis ect AL, al. pler. vg. sah. Oec.] pr. ef arm. :+6e 8 (B) K P 13. 29. 
66**. 68. 69 as al. fere. cat. cav. demid. tol. cop. syr. arm. Did. Cyr. 
Thphyl. (71s de ecrw B cay. demid. tol. Did.). 

0 TiaTevwv] o micTevoas P. 

wnoous + Christus arm-codd. boh-codd. 

eoTwv] om. /* 140 (219). 

o wos] pr. 0 xpioros 13. 56: 0 xs [°*8 (56), 


6-9. He, the pre-existent Son of God, was sent from heaven 
by God to do His will. He came to earth to fulfil His Mission, 
In His fulfilment of it, two events are prominent: the Baptism 
by which He was consecrated to His Messianic work, and the 
Passion by which He completed His work of atonement and 
propitiation. His coming was not in the water of John’s 
Baptism alone, it was realized even more fully in the Blood 
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which He shed upon the Cross. ‘He that came” is the title 
which best characterizes His work. The function of the Spirit 
was different. It was to bear witness. He was the witness- 
bearer. And He was fitted for His office, for truth is of the 
essence of His being. He is the truth. And the witness may 
be trusted, for it is threefold. The witness-bearers are three: 
the Spirit, whose very nature qualifies Him for the office; the 
water of John’s Baptism, after which He was declared to be the 
Son of God ; and the blood shed upon the Cross, where testimony 
was again given to the fact that He is the Son of God, for His 
death was not like that of other men. Thus the three witnesses 
all tend to the same point. They establish the one truth that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 

6. Of the many interpretations of this passage which have 
been suggested, only three deserve serious consideration: (1) 
A reference to the two Christian Sacraments of Baptism and 
the Eucharist naturally suggested itself to many interpreters of 
the Epistle, especially in view of the 4th and 6th chapters 
of the Gospel. But it is open to more than one fatal objection. 
If idwp can be satisfactorily explained of Baptism, afua is never 
found in the New Testament as a designation of the Eucharist. 
And, secondly, the form of the sentence, 6 é\dov 8 tdaros Kat 
aiwatos, almost necessitates a reference to definite historical 
facts in the life of Christ on earth which could be regarded as 
peculiarly characteristic of the Mission which He “came” to 
fulfil. If the writer had intended to refer to the Christian 
Sacraments, he must have said 6 épyduevos. It is hardly 
necessary to point out that any interpretations which refer one 
of the expressions to a rite instituted by Christ, and the other to 
something which happened to Him (as, e.g., the Christian rite of 
baptism, and the atoning death on the Cross), are even less 
satisfactory. See Cambridge Greek Testament. 

(2) The reference to the incident recorded in Jn. xix. 34 was 
also natural, considering the stress laid upon it by the author 
of the Gospel, and the exact language in which he records the 
result of the piercing of the Lord’s side by the soldier’s lance, 
e&pAOev aina Kat Vdwp. This incident gives a definite fact which 
would justify the use of the aorist (6 eA@wév), And the difference 
in order (aiua cal vdwp) offers no real difficulty. It is easily 
explicable as a consequence of the writer’s desire to throw 
special emphasis on the afja, which he develops further in the 
next clause, ov« év 7@ ddart pdvoy GAN ev 7G VOate kal TG aipare, 
But it is difficult to see how this incident could be regarded as 
characterizing the Lord’s Mission as a whole. No doubt the 
incident, as the writer had seen it or heard the account of it 
from a trustworthy and competent witness, had made a deep 
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impression upon him. It had suggested to him the significance 
of “blood” and “water” as symbolizing two characteristic 
aspects of the Lord’s work, cleansing and life-giving. But the 
incident itself could hardly be thought of as the means whereby 
He accomplished His work. As an explanation of the actual 
words used, 6 €Afav Ov vdaros Kal aiuaros, it fails to satisfy the 
requirements of the case. 

(3) We are thus thrown back on the explanation of 
Tertullian, Theophylact, and many modern commentators, who 
see in the words a reference to the Baptism of Jesus by John the 
Baptist, in which at the beginning of His ministry He was con- 
secrated to His Messianic work and received the gift of the 
Spirit descending upon Him and adiding on Him, and the Death 
on the Cross by which His work was consummated. The terms 
used refer definitely to the historical manifestation of the Son 
of God, and compel us to look for definite and characteristic 
events in that history by means of which it could be said that 
His mission was accomplished, His “coming” effected. The 
two great events at the beginning and the end of the ministry 
satisfactorily fulfil these conditions. At the Baptism He was 
specially consecrated for His public work, and endowed with the 
Spirit which enabled Him to carry it out. And His work was 
not finished before Calvary. The Death on the Cross was 
its consummation, not a mere incident in the life of an 
ordinary man, after the Higher Power had left Him, which had 
temporarily united itself with His human personality for the 
purposes of His mission of teaching. 

The middle clause of the verse distinguishes two facts, and 
lays emphasis on the latter. The repetition of both preposition 
and article brings this out clearly. The statement is as precise 
as grammar can make it. And the whole statement, including 
what is said about the function of the Spirit as witness-bearer, is 
no doubt conditioned by the special form of erroneous teaching 
which had made so precise a statement necessary. 

Though Tertullian apparently adheres to this interpretation, 
his mention of it shows the early connection of this passage with 
the incident at the Crucifixion, recorded in Jn. xix. 34. Cf. Tert. 
de Baptismo, 16, “ Uenerat enim per aquam et sanguinem, 
sicut Ioannes scripsit, ut aqua tingueretur, sanguine glorificaretur, 
proinde nos facere aqua uocatos, sanguine electos. Hos duos 
baptismos de uulnere perfossi lateris emisit, quatenus qui in 
sanguinem eius crederent, aqua lauarentur, qui aqua lauissent, 
etiam sanguinem potarent.” 

The combination of the historical and sacramental explanation 
is well illustrated by Bede, “‘ Qui uenit per aquam et sanguinem, 
aquam uidelicet lauacri et sanguinem suae passionis: non 
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solum baptizari propter nostram ablutionem dignatus est, ut 
nobis baptismi sacramentum consecraret ac traderet, uerum 
etiam sanguinem suum dedit pro nobis, sua nos passione 
redimens, cuius sacramentis semper refecti nutriremur ad 
salutem.” Considering his usual dependence upon Augustine, 
this may be taken as probably giving that writer’s comment on 
the passage, especially if we compare his comment on the passage 
in the Gospel (Zvact. cxx. 2), “‘ Aperuzt, ut illic quodammodo 
uitae ostium panderetur, unde Sacramenta Ecclesiae manauerunt, 
sine quibus ad uitam quae uera uita est non intratur. Ille sanguis 
in remissionem fusus est peccatorum: aqua illa salutare temperat 
poculum ; haec et lauacrum praestat et potum.” 

The passage was naturally allegorized by the Alexandrian 
School ; cf. Clement, ‘‘Iste est qui uenit per aquam et sanguinem ” 
et iterum “quia tres sunt qui testificantur, Spiritus, quod est 
uita, et aqua quod est regeneratio ac fides, et sanguis, quod est 
cognitio,” where the interpretation illustrates the absence of 
historical sense which usually characterizes the Allegorists. It 
would, of course, be possible to interpret the passage of the 
whole of the life of Jesus on earth, in which the Son of God was 
manifested in flesh, vdwp and aiwa being used as symbols of two 
different aspects of the work which He accomplished during that 
life, as, e.g., cleansing and life-giving, according to the recog- 
nized Biblical usage of the terms. But if this had been intended 
the context must have made it plain that this was the meaning 
which the writer wished to convey. His readers could hardly 
have deduced it from the passage as it stands. 

odtos| Jesus, who is both Christ and Son of God. For this 
use of otros to emphasize the character of the subject as 
previously described, see Jn. i. 2, 7, ili, 2 (xxi. 24); I Jn. ii. 22, 
cf. 2 Jn. 7. He who came was both Christ and Son of God. 
The incarnation of the Son of God in human nature was not a 
merely temporary connection during part only of the earthly life 
of Jesus of Nazareth. 

6 éd@dév] The article is significant. He is one whose office 
or work is rightly characterized by the description given. And 
the aorist naturally refers to definite historical facts, or to the 
whole life regarded as one fact. It is hardly safe to find in 
the expression 6 é\@éy a distinct reference to the (?) Messianic 
title 6 épxdmevos, and so discover in the phrase a special in- 
dication of the office and work of Messiah. The idea emphasized 
in this and similar expressions would seem to be generally the 
course of action taken in obedience to the command of God. 
The “coming” of the Son corresponds to the “sending” of 
the Father. It expresses the fulfilment of the Mission which 
He was sent to accomplish. As that Mission was Messianic 
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in character, Messianic ideas may often be suggested by the 
phrase, but they are secondary. ‘‘He who accomplished the 
Mission entrusted to Him by God” seems to be the meaning of 
the word. 

Sv Gatos Kal aiparos| The difficulty of the phrase is reflected 
in the attempts to modify the text. Cf. the critical note. The 
phrase should express means by which the “coming” was ac- 
complished, or elements by which it was characterized. Cf. 
2 Co. v. 7, 8a ictews repiraretv. The tense of éAOdy excludes 
any primary reference to the Christian sacraments, even if ddowp 
and aia could be used to indicate them (see note at the begin- 
ning of the verse). As has been pointed out, the order of the 
words is not in itself decisive against such a reference or against 
a reference to the incident recorded in Jn. xix. 34 (eéjAOev aiva 
kal vowp). The real objection to the latter view is the difficulty 
of seeing how that incident could be regarded as characteristic 
means by which the “coming” was accomplished. It may well 
have suggested to the writer the peculiar significance of two 
aspects of the coming, but can hardly be regarded as an event 
by means of which the coming was fulfilled. On the other 
hand, the Baptism and the Crucifixion were both important 
factors in the carrying out of the Mission which He came to 
fulfil, and in this light they stand out more prominently than 
any other two recorded events of the Ministry. 

ouK év T@ GSatTt pdvov] The writer evidently feels that further 
precision is necessary to make his meaning clear and unmistak- 
able. It is clear that he has to deal with a form of teaching 
which denied the reality, or at least the supreme importance, 
of the coming év 7@ aiuart. The use of the article is natural, 
where the reference is to what has been mentioned before. The 
repetition of both article and preposition certainly suggests that 
two different events are referred to, a point which the earlier 
phrase 80 vdaros Kat atwaros left doubtful. 

The difference in meaning between the two prepositions 
used is not very clear. The events may be regarded as instru- 
ments by which the Mission was accomplished ; or, on the other 
hand, water and blood, or rather the realities which they symbol- 
ize, may be thought of as spheres in which the work, or purpose, 
of the Mission was characteristically realized. But the influence 
of Semitic forms of expression may have gone far towards 
obliterating any difference in meaning between the two forms 
of expression. Cf. Lv. xvi. 3 (év pdoxe); 1 Co, iv. 21 (& pa bdo 
eyshah Wey. a-yarry) ; He. ix. 12 (614 rod idéov aiparos eionAOev), 25 
(clogpyerar . . . €v aipare ddXorpiy). 

Kal 7d TrveOpa, K.T.A.] TO paptvpoty expresses the characteristic 
office of 76 mvedya, as 6 €AGdy does of otros. It is not merely 
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equivalent to paprupoty. Christ was the fulfiller of the Divine 
plan. Cf. He. x. 7 (Ps. xl. 8), rore elroy idot jw, ev Keparidr 
BiBrlov yéyparrar mept euod Tod movqoat, 6 Geds, TO OéAynpd cov. 
The special function of the Spirit is to bear witness to what the 
Christ was and came to do. It is not improbable that in the 
false teaching which is here combated, a totally different function 
had been assigned to the Spirit (cf. Introduction, p. xlix). We 
may, perhaps, see a parallel instance in the description of the 
proper function of the Baptist contained in the Prologue of the 
Gospel, (ov« Rv éxeivos Td Gs) GAN’ va paptupyon epi TOD dwrds. 
To the Baptist also some had assigned a different and a higher 
function. Perhaps, however, the sequence of thought in the 
passage as a whole may be brought out more clearly by a 
simpler interpretation, which does not exclude a secondary 
reference to the ideas which have been suggested. ‘‘ He” came 
both by water and by blood. Both bore witness to the char- 
acter of His Mission. But there was other witness, and more 
important. The Spirit is ¢4e witness-bearer. And so the 
witness is threefold. It fulfils the requirements of legally valid 
attestation. If we recognize the proper place and function of 
the Spirit, we gain assurance which cannot be shaken. 

The present tense excludes the need of any definite historical 
reference in the case of the Spirit, as, for instance, the Voice at 
the Baptism, or the Voice which spake from heaven shortly before 
the Passion (Jn. xii. 28), 

The best explanation of the author’s meaning is to be found 
in the account of the function of the Paraclete in Jn. xv. 26, 
TO mvedpa THs dAnOeias, 6 mapa Tod matpds exmopeveTat, éKEivos 
paptrupyoe: tept éuod. Cf. also Jn. xiv. 26, xvi. 8-10, 13-15. 

ru] Either declarative or causal. The former gives a possible 
meaning. The Spirit “carries with it immediately the conscious- 
ness of its truth and reality,” is in itself the best witness to its 
own nature, which is truth. But this is alien to the context. 
The emphasis is on the function of witnessing. This function 
the Spirit can perform perfectly, because the Spirit is the truth. 
The very nature of the Spirit is truth. Cf. Jn. xv. 26. By 
its very nature it is not only capable of bearing true witness, but 
it is also constrained to do so. It cannot deny itself. 


€Owv] pr. vs rov 00 L°%8 (56), 

kat aymaros B K L al. plu. vg. (am. fu. demid. harl.) syrsh Cyr. 
Thphyl. Oec. Tert.]: pr. kas mvevuaros 5. 68. 83 arm. aeth.: cat mvev- 
Paros 54. 103. 104 Cyr. Ambr. : om. 7 ¥8 (56) 7b 62-161. 472 (498) Ze 6299 (—); 
+Kkat mvevmaros 6. 7. 13. 15. 18. 25. 29. 30. 33. 34. 36. 39. 66**. 60. 
a 98. IOI. 137 (+ayiov 33. 34. 39) aS al. pauc. cav. tol. sah. cop. syr? 

yr. 

aiwaros] pr. de Z*184 (—) 5 (45), 
iqoous xpioros N A B Lal. plu. arm, Cyr. Thphyl. Oec.: xpioros 
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moous K Ph 15. 22. 33. 34. 36. 39. 56. 100. 192 cat. arm-codd. sah. 
Ambr. : moous o xpioros minusc. ix, multi. syr? Thphyl¢om™™ Oeccom, 

bovor] povw B, 

evTw voaTt. . . aati] ev Tw amare... vdare P 31*. 83 arm.: ev Tw 
Voare. . . mveymart A 21. 41 Cyr: ev Tw amare. . . mvevuare 66**, 80: 
+et spiritu cay. tol. aeth. 

Tw 2°] om. A (WL), 

ev 37 ABL P 4. 5. 13. 17. 18. 21. 33. 40. 41. 66**. 80. 83. 118 js 
kset cat. Cyr.] om. & K al. plu. vg. boh-cod. Cyr. Thphyl. Oec. 

Tw 3°] om, A152 103 (67), 

kat To] ore 7# 8974 (96), 

TO TVEUuA 2°] xpioTOs 34 Vg. arm"S¢; om. To A58 (Wr) [#158 (395), 


7. Stu tpets k.t.4.] The witness to the fact that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, is trustworthy. It fulfils the conditions 
of legally valid witness, as laid down in Dt. xix. 15, ovx eppevet 
pdprus els Papruphca | kara dvOpdmrou Kara waoay ddixlay Kal Kara. 
Tav dudprnpa kal Kara, mac av dpapriav nv av dpdpry" ert oroparos 
dvd papTupwv Kat émt oTopatos TPLoOv paptipwv OTHOETAL TOV pHa. 
Cf. Dt. xvii. 6; Mt. xviii. 16 ; 2 Co. xiii. 1; Jn. viii. 17. It is obvi- 
ous that the same interpretation must be given to rvedua, vowp, 
and ata here as in the preceding verse. The Christ “came” 
by water and by blood, and the Spirit bore witness to Him and 
to His Mission. The witness of the Spirit is supported by the 
witness of the water and the blood. The means by which He 
accomplished His Mission are subsidiary witnesses to its char- 
acter. And the witnesses agree. The Spirit, and the opening 
and closing scenes of the Ministry as interpreted by the Spirit, 
bear similar witness to the Christ. 

eis Td €v eiow] Are for the one thing, tend in the same 
direction, exist for the same object. They all work towards the 
same result, the establishing of the truth that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God. 


etowv] om. 7°17 (20). 

paprupouytes] paprupovow 5 (Y) fel (335), 
kat 1°] om, Z° d602Kfft (522), 

kat 3°] om. H5 (WW), 

kat To vowp post aya arm-codd, 

To 4°] om. J*” (505). 

8. ei thy paptupiav x.7.d.] Cf. Jn. v. 36. If we accept the 
testimony of men when it satisfies the conditions of evidence 
required by the law, much more are we bound to accept the 
witness which we possess in this case, for it is witness borne by 
God Himself. Cf also Jn. Viti. 18, kal papropel rept nou 6 mepyas 
PE Tarnp, and xX. 259 Ta pyar a eyo TOL €v TO dvopare TOU TaTpos 
pov Tatra papTupel mept eyo. Neither here nor in iv. 11 does 
the «i indicate any doubt: it is known to every one that we do 
accept such testimony. 

S17. adty «.7.A.] Such witness is greater, and therefore more 
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worthy of our acceptance, because it is Divine witness, and 
deals with a subject on which God, and God alone, is fully 
competent to speak. It concerns His Son. God has borne 
witness concerning His Son. In this case the Divine witness 
alone is dA7n6u7 in the full sense of the term, though other kinds 
of witness may be true so far as they go. 

drt pepaptipyxev] The reading drt is undoubtedly right. If 
the reading jv, of the Zextus Receptus, be adopted, the atry 
must refer back to the witness already described, ze. that borne 
by the three witnesses, the Spirit, the water, and the blood, or by 
the one witness, the Spirit, who interprets the evidence of the 
historical facts. The witness meant must be the witness borne 
to the truth that Jesus is the Christ. If 67 is accepted, it may 
be taken in three ways: (1) Causal. In this case avry must 
refer to what has preceded, the witness already described. Such 
is the witness, Divine and legally valid, for God really has borne 
wrtness to His Son. By laying the stress on the verb pepapri- 
pyxev it is perhaps possible to make sense of the passage in 
this way. But such an interpretation is very harsh, and not in 
conformity with the author’s style. 

(2) 67. This is the witness, ze. that which He has borne 
concerning His Son. This use of 6 7: in the Johannine writings 
is not certainly established, though perhaps we should compare 
Jn. viii. 25, rH dpyjv 67e Kal AaAG tyiv. In the present context 
it would be intolerably harsh. 

(3) It is far more natural and in accordance with the author’s 
style (cf. Jn. ili. 19, atry O€ eat H Kpiows dtu TO hos eAnAvO 
«.7.r.) to regard the dru as declarative. The value of the 
witness consists in this, that He has given it concerning His 
Son. There can be no more trustworthy witness, so far as 
competence to speak is concerned, than that which a father 
bears to his own son. The essence of the witness is that it is 
the testimony of God to His Son. In the Gospel, paprupety 
mepi is very frequent (i. 7, 8, 15, ii. 25, Vv. 31, 32, etc.), elsewhere 
very rare. 


Twv avOpwmuwy] rov Oeov S* | rou Oeov (2 1°)] Twy avwy 7» 562 (522) | om. 
ort J° K arm. | 7 waprupia 2°] post Peou 2° Z* | or: 2° SM ABS. 6. 13. 27. 20. 
34. 66** ve. sah. cop. arm-codd. Cyr. Aug.] 7» K L Pal. pler. cat. arm- 
codd. Thphyl. Oec. : qui arm-ed. | rep: Tov viov avrov] de filo suo Jesu 
Christo arm-codd.:+quem mistt saluatorem super terram. Et filius 
Zestimonium perhibuit in terra scripturas perficcens ; et nos testimonium 
perhibemus, quoniam uidimus eum, et annunctamus uobis ut credatis et 
zdeo tol. 


10. He who trusts himself to the guidance of the Son has in 
his own experience the witness which God bore to Him, it has 
become part of himself. He who does not accept the witness 
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as true has not only missed the truth, but has made God a liar ; 
for he has set aside as false the witness which God has borne 
concerning His own Son. 

év adr] in himself, as is made clear in the paraphrase of & 
(éavrp). The passage must describe the “testimonium spiritus 
internum.” 

& pA) mioredov] The subjective negative is rightly used. It 
lays emphasis on the character rather than the fact of non- 
belief. A general class is described by its significant character- 
istic. But in N.T. od with the participle is rare, in the Johannine 
writings only Jn. x. 12. See J. H. Moulton, Gx of V7. Grk. 
Lp. 237, 

76 4] This construction (¢ daz.) expresses, as usually, 
acceptance of the statement rather than surrender to the person. 
The variants 7@ vid, Jesu Christo, miss the point of the verse. 

Yedorny] Cf. i. 10. There is no room for ignorance or mis- 
conception. To reject the witness is to deny the truthfulness of 
God. He has spoken and acted deliberately, and with absolute 
clearness. ‘The testimony has been borne. The things were not 
done inacorner. The witness must therefore either be accepted 
or rejected. It cannot be ignored or explained away. 

metro(nkev| The tense suggests a definite choice of which the 
effects abide. The rejection has been made, and its effects are 
inevitable. The aorist (ov« ériorevoev, A, etc.) is not so forcible. 

od wemioreuxey] The negative emphasizes the actual fact 
rather than its character (contrast 6 pj) mortevwv). The choice 
has been made, and its consequences are manifest. 

ob TemioteuKey els Thy paptuptay] The nearest parallel to this 
expression is Jn. ii. 23 (moAXol éxiorevoav «is TO dvoua avrod, 7.¢. 
believed on Jesus as Messiah, as being that which His name 
implied, and were ready to follow Him as Messiah, till they 
discovered how different His conception of the Messianic office 
was from theirs). It seems to denote devotion to a person 
possessed of those qualities which the witness borne to him 
announces, or at least to the idea which is expressed in that 
witness. 

Hv pepaptépykev .7.4.] The phrases of ver. 9 are repeated for 
emphasis ; each point is dwelt upon. ‘The witness has been 
borne, once for all; it cannot be ignored or set aside. It has 
been borne by God Himself, in a case where His word alone 
can be final, as it concerns His own Son.. In the writer’s view 
there can be no excuse for refusing to accept evidence which is 
so clear and satisfactory. Cf. Rothe, “If God did not will that 
men should believe on Jesus, He led men into a terrible tempta- 
tion. So if we would keep our conception of God pure, we must 
ascribe this intention to Him in His ordering of the world. We 
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generally put forward prominently whatever tells against Faith, 
but leave on one side what speaks for it. We ought first to 
answer satisfactorily the question, how it could be possible that 
this Faith should so widely permeate humanity before we investi- 
gate the force of our doubts, and then we should rest assured 
that Christianity is zon sine numine”; a striking comment, even 
if it can hardly be said to be called out by the exact expressions 
of the text. 


om. totum comma /® 897ff (96) | rou Qeov] om. arm-cod. | rnv pap- 
Tupiav S$ BK LP al. longe. plur. cat. sah. syr. arm. Cyr. Thphyl. Oec. 
Aug.]+70v @eov A al. plus! vg. cop. aeth.:+ezus m. | avrw ABK LP 
al. fere.°4 cat. Thphyl.] eavrw & al. mutid Cyr. Oec. | uy]om. 771 (310) | 
Tw Oew S BK Lal. longe. plur. cat. boh-codd. syr. Cyr. Thphyl. Oec. 
Aug. Vig.] Tw vw A 5. 27. 29. 66** al. plus! vg. syr. : Tw vw Tov Ov 56 sah. 
arm. boh-ed. //zo ecus aeth.: Iesu Christo m: om. am.* | avrov] dewm 
m sah, | ov memicrevxey NB K L Petc.] ovx emtorevxev N': ove ericrevoev 
A 5. 33. 34 ds | evs 2°—yv] Deo guz arm-cod. | euaprupyey & | om. o 
Geos 4 ds“ jst vg. codd. aeth. Cyr. Aug. Vig. 


11. At last the witness, some of the essential characteristics 
of which have been already described, is actually defined. So 
far the writer has only taught his readers that it is Divine 
witness, borne by a father to his son, and that those who 
believe on the son have it in themselves, as a possession which 
experience has made part of themselves. Now he definitely 
states in what it consists. God bore witness to His Son when 
He gave life to men,—that higher spiritual life which they can 
realize and make their own only in so far as they unite them- 
selves to Jesus, the Christ, the Son of God. 

aim... dr] Cf. Jn. ili. 19 (adrn dé eorw 4 Kpiots, dtu Td has 
eAndvbev k.7.A.); I Jn. Vv. 14, atryn éotiv y wappyoia .. . St édv 
tu airmpeba, . . . dxover yuov. The constructions with tva, and 
with the nominative, are rather common in S. John. 

The witness which God bore consisted in the fact that He 
gave life to men, by sending His Son that men might have life 
in Him. Cf. Jn. x. 10, éyo 7AOov va wn éxywow Kat repicody 
éxwow. The sending of the Son on a mission, truly character- 
ized by the Water of the Baptism and the Blood shed on the 
Cross, and of which the object was to implant a new life in men, 
was the witness borne by God to the nature and character of 
Jesus of Nazareth. 

twhv aidvov] The anarthrous phrase emphasizes character or 
quality. The gift was something which is best described as 
** spiritual life.” 

@wxev] The tense emphasizes the fact, apart from its conse- 
quences. The reference is to the historic fact of the mission of 
Him who came by Water and by Blood. 
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jpiv] We Christians. The gift of life is a witness only where 
it has been received. 

kat adrn fo} «.7..] This clause is part of the “ witness,” 
not an additional statement made about the life. The witness 
is the gift of a life which is zz the Son. 


edwxerv] Sedwxer 69. 99 ast Isr] 0 Geos B 31. 38. 137 hser syr?] 
post yu NAKLP al. pler. cat. vg. syr. arm. | aurn]+eorw A | om. 
eotiv A I00, 


12. This verse explains more fully the last clause of the 
preceding verse. It is probably of the nature of an appeal to 
the reader’s experience. Those who lived with Christ on earth 
found that they gained from Him a new power which trans- 
formed their life into a new and higher life. And the later 
generations had similar experience by which to judge, though 
they had not actually companied with Him during His life on 
earth. 

6 pi) €xav «.7.A.] In the negative statement there are two 
slight changes which have their significance : (1) The addition 
of tod Geod to roy vidv. God is the source of life. The Son of 
God alone can give it to men. He that cannot gain it from that 
source cannot find it. (2) The position of tiv Zw%v, which is 
placed before the verb, and thus becomes more emphatic. 
Whatever else the man may have in the way of higher endow- 
ments, spiritual life is not within his grasp. In the positive 
statement the emphasis was laid on the actual possession (éxeu 
tyv Gwyv). We have here another close parallel with the Gospel 
(see Jn. iii. 36). 

6 pi) Exv] The negative (7) generalizes the statement. A 
class of men is described who are distinguished by this 
characteristic. 

Tov wov 1°]+rou Geov 8. 25. 34. 69 as boh-codd. | rnv fwnv 1°] 

Tov viov 31: Swnv arwviov 1% #9 (489) :+avrou O48 (154) 7° 364 (137) | om. 


Tov Jeov vg. (am. demid.) arm-codd. Aug. Tert. | ray fwny 2°] post 
exer 2° J? 897 (7149): +avrov 0% Je 364, 


13-17. I have written thus about belief in Jesus as the Son 
of God, and the witness of the Spirit, and the witness of God, 
which consists in the life which He gave to men through Jesus 
Christ, in order that you might feel assurance as to the possession 
of true life, you who believe in Jesus who is the Son of God. 
Such confidence is realized in prayer, in knowing by experience 
that, whenever we ask anything of God according to His will, He 
hears our prayer. And if we are thus conscious that God has 
heard, we already possess, in anticipation, the thing we asked 
for. The Almighty Sovereign has said, “Let it be,” there is no 
further doubt about the matter, even though actual possession 
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may be delayed for long years. This is more clearly seen in 
intercession for the brethren. If any man see his fellow-Christian 
sinning, so long as his sinning is not such as leads inevitably to 
final separation from Christ and the life which God gives in Him, 
he will naturally intercede for him, and will gain life for him, 
even if it be long delayed, in the case of all whose sin is not 
unto death. There is sin which must lead, if persisted in, to 
final exclusion from life. I do not say that this comes within 
the sphere of Christian intercession. But in any case there is 
full scope for intercession. For all unrighteousness is sin, and 
there is such a thing as sin which does not necessarily lead to 
final exclusion from life. 

taita éypaya| Cf. ii. 26, where the reference is clearly to the 
preceding section about the False Teachers. Cf. also ii. 14, 
which the triple éypaya probably refers to that part of the Epistle 
which had already been written. The present verse does not 
really present an exact parallel to the conclusion of the Gospel 
(Jn. xx. 31) which immediately precedes the appendix (ch. xxi.). 
Even if the reference is to the whole Gospel and not to the onpeta 
recorded in ch. xx., that reference is determined by the preceding 
words (& ovk éorw yeypappéva ev 7h BiBdiw TovTw). Here it 
would seem most natural to refer the words to the preceding 
section of the Epistle (v. 1-12), in which the writer has put 
forward his view of Faith in Jesus, the Christ, the Son of God, 
as the necessary condition of the realization of that spiritual life 
which God has given to men through Jesus Christ, and which 
again is the real witness of God to the nature and character 
of His Son. The following explanation of tuty as those who 
believe in the zame of the Son of God, makes the reference to 
the whole of this section almost certain. 

Spiv «.7.A.] For the separation of the explanatory clause (rots 
morevovoy K.t-X.), Cf. ver. 16, doce aitd Lwrjv, trois duaprdvovet 
py mpos Odvarov, where the change in number creates a still 
greater strangeness of expression, and Jn. i. 12, éwxev adrots 
efovoay Téxva Oeod yevérOat, Tois mistevovow eis TO 6vopa adrod. 

This separation of rots rucrevovow «.7.r. from iptv has led 
to several attempts to improve the text: (1) The clause tots 
muorevovow . . . Geod has been added immediately after Sty in the 
Receptus. (2) This clause has been retained in its proper place ; 
but for tots rucrevovow has been substituted (a) the nominative, 
of muotevovtes, Or (4) a second final clause, kat iva muorevnre. The 
nominative (2a) is found with and without the insertion of a 
clause, tois murrevovow, etc., immediately after tuiv. Thus, on 
the assumption that the reading of B (tiuiv tva eidjre dre Conv 
éxere aiwvioy tots morevovow «.t.X.) is Original, the genesis of the 
other variants can be easily explained. The parallels quoted 


e 
V. 13, 14.] NOTES ON I JOHN 143 


above show that it presents a text completely in harmony with 
the writer’s style. 

iva eldqre] Cf. ii, 1, a pa dudpryre, and iii. 24, év rovro 
y-vwoxopev, There are many signs in the Epistle of the writer’s 
consciousness that his readers’ loss of their first enthusiasm and 
zeal for the Christian faith had led to their feeling uncertain 
about their position. They lacked “assurance.” 

eiSqte] The knowledge which they need must be intuitive. 
If they realize who and what the Christ is, and the relation in 
which they stand to Him, they will at once “perceive and know” 
that they are in possession of life. 

muotevouow eis Td dvopa] Cf. ver. 10 and Jn. ii. 23. The 
phrase must imply devotion to a person possessed of the qualities 
which his name denotes. It is unlikely that miorevew is used 
with the two constructions (¢c. dat., «is c. acc.) in the same passage 
in exactly the same sense. Here the full force of the construc- 
tion with «is is needed to bring out the sense. The know- 
ledge follows as a matter of course where the self-surrender is 
complete. 


tavra] pr. kar J°*8 (56) | eypava] post yaw AH (LY) | yw NABH. 
6. 134 29. 66**. 81. 142. 162 vg. sah. cop. syr. arm. aeth. Cassiod.]+7ovs 
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14. xai aitn] The object of the preceding section was to 
produce assurance in the readers that they were in possession of 
the new life. This assurance is now described as zappnoia, 
boldness or confidence, with perhaps special reference to the 
original meaning of the word, absolute freedom of speech. It is 
said to consist in the fact that God hears them whenever they 
ask anything according to His will, ze. it is realized in true 
prayer, which always brings with it the consciousness that it is 
heard. This is the fourth mention of the Christian’s confidence ; 
we have it twice in relation to the Judgment (ii. 28, iv. 17), and 
twice in relation to prayer (iii. 21 and here). 

qv éxopev mpds adtoy] which we have and enjoy in realized 
fellowship with God. In describing relations, zpds generally 
denotes that which “goes out towards,” a relation realized in 
active intercourse and fellowship. Cf. Jn. i. 1, 2; Mk. vi. 3 (otx 
eioly . . . Gde wpds Has; living our life). 

31] One of the common constructions used by the writer to 
introduce the description of that to which atry, or év rovrw, or 
some such expression refers, Qur wappyoia with God is based 
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on the fact that He hears whatsoever we ask xara 1 GeXnma 
Qurod. 

édv t. k.7.X.] The necessary condition of the hearing; subject 
to this condition, that it is not in opposition to the Divine will, 
the hearing is assured whatever the petition may be. __ 

airdépea] The more subjective form of expression is chosen. 
But it is doubtful whether any definite and clear difference in 
meaning between the middle and the active can be pressed. 
Cf. Mt. xx. 20, 22 (aitotoa . . . aircioGe); Jn. xvi. 24, 26 (ovdx 
Arnoare . . . aireite . . . ev TO dvopari pov airjoecOe). 

kata 73 OAnpa atrod] Cf Jn. xiv. 13, 6 re dv airjonte &v TO 
évopari pov Totro Toijow. 

dover Hpav] Cf. Jn. ix. 31, olSapev ore 6 Oeds duaptrwAGy ov« 
dxover, GAN edy tis OcooeBis 7. . . TovTcv dkover: Jn. xi. 4rf.; 
Ps. xvi. (xvii.) 6. The word naturally includes the idea of 
hearing favourably. 


exwnev A al. pauc. | ort eay 7 NBKLP al. pler. sah. syr. arm.] ore 
oeay 13 arm.(uid.) sah. boh.: or: avy A: ore cay 31%, 68. 191. 5S s 
arwmeba] arrwuev /* 5°02 (522) BeAXnua] ovoua A aeth, | avrov] rou @v 7% 
(236) Z> 8 (386). 


15. édv otSapev] For the indicative after édy, cf. 1 Th. iii. 8, 
éav otpxere, and J. H. Moulton’s Grammar of N.T. Greek, 
p. 168, where among others the following instances from papyri 
are quoted, éar det, edy older, édv & eiciv, éav daiverat. 

Our consciousness that we are heard in whatsoever we ask, 
the necessary condition not being repeated, brings with it a 
consciousness of possession. In the certainty of anticipation 
there is a kind of possession of that which has been granted, 
though our actual entering upon possession may be indefinitely 
delayed. God has heard the petition: the things asked for, for 
which we have asked not without effect (7rjxamev), are in a sense 
already ours. This is perhaps the most natural explanation of 
the verse. 

But it is possible that the writer, while meditating after his 
wont on the subject of prayer, is trying to find expression for a 
view of prayer which gives a more literal meaning to the words 
éxouey Ta aitnwata. In the preceding verse he has laid stress on 
the fact that what he has to say applies only to such prayers as 
are offered xara 1d OéAynua avtod. This excludes any prayer 
which is the expression of the supplicant’s own wish on any 
subject, except in so far as it is identical with the will of God on 
that subject. He may therefore have thought of true prayer as 
including only requests for knowledge of, and acquiescence in, 
the will of God in the matter with which the prayer is con- 
cerned, rather than as a statement of the supplicant’s wish, 
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accompanied by a readiness to give it up, if it is in opposition 
to God’s will. In the case of such prayers the supplicant can 
enter into immediate and conscious possession of the thing asked 
for, whether the answer to his own formulated or felt wish be yes 
or no. The statement may be literally true oldapey 6m 7a 
airnpara éxonev. Cf. Mk. xi. 24. 

aitypata| Here only in the Johannine writings. Cf. Lk. 
XXlil. 24, éréxpuwev yevéo Oa 70 airnua airov: Ph. iv. 6, 74 airjpara 
bpav yrwopilécOw mpds Tov Oedv. 

yT}Kapev] The voice and tense emphasize the objective fact 
and its results. 

dm aitod]| The Received Text has altered this into the 
commoner rap airov. Cf., however, 1 Jn. i. 5, ii. 20, 27, iv. 21; 
3 Jn 7. Inthe Gospel zapdé is the commoner usage in similar 
contexts. Thus the reading of & B is truer to the style of the 
Epistle, while the usage of the Gospel has apparently influenced 
the later text. 

om. Kat. . . nuwy &* A 19%. 96* | odapmev 1°] ower N° | om. cay 1° 
vg. Did. | 0] ore 7% 547-110. 8463 (209) | eav 2°] avy ABK al. sat. mu. Oec. | 
airwpe0a] aitrnowpeba 18°83 (999?) | exwuev A 52*- 6 (NR) [4 7 710. $858 

| aernparal+nuov #1 (319) sah | qrnoaper [* 208 64 (83) 47 2% (36) 

7>78tf (—) (nrnkauev expl. sah») ber SB 5. 13 al.°] rap AKLP al. 
pler. cat. | aw avrov] a Domino sah, 


16, 17. Intercession naturally finds its most obvious sphere 
in the new society itself. The writer therefore goes on to state 
its possibilities and its limitations. If any member of the body 
sees that his brother is committing sin, so long as it be not of 
such a character as must inevitably lead to final separation from 
the life of God, it goes without saying that he will exercise his 
power of intercession for him. And such is the power of inter- 
cession that he will be able to gain for him life, in every case 
where the sin is of the character described. There zs such a 
thing as sin unto death, which tends to final separation from 
God, and which if persisted in must inevitably lead to that 
result. It is not clear that in such a case appeal can be made 
to the Common Father on behalf of a fellow-Christian. For 
such an one it may be that prayer can only be offered as for one 
who has forfeited his Christian privileges. But all injustice, 
every failure to maintain in our action right relations with God 
or with man, is sin. There is sin which is not of the fatal and 
final character described above. So there is plenty of scope 
left for the exercise of brotherly intercession. 

épaptdévovta épuaptiay| cf. Ly. v. 6, wepi rs duaprias airod js 
qyaprey : Ezk. xviii. 24, év tats duaptiats avrod als nuaprev. The 
accusative is added here because of the qualifying clause which 
succeeds (4 mpos Odvarov). It does not strengthen the verb. 
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The present participle, “sinning a sin” (RV.), perhaps indicates 
seeing the sinner éravropapy. 

édv tug 18m] The subjunctive with édy simply states the 
possibility. 

wh mpds Odvarov] The pw is naturally used after edy ; it can 
hardly be pressed to make the judgment subjective, that of the 
TLS. 

aitjoe.] The future is used either for the imperative, or 
because it is assumed as a matter of course that the brother will 
intercede for the brother. 

Sdéce.] The subject of the verb may be either God, or the 
man who intercedes. The abrupt change of subject which the 
former view would require is perhaps decisive against it. And 
in virtue of his intercession and its power the Christian may be 
said to “give” life. Cf. Ja. v. 15, 7 etx THs tictews odoe TOV 
xdpvovra, and (ver. 20) cdce Wuxnv avrod ex Gavdrov. 

tols duaptdvoucw] For the construction, cf. ver. 13. 

Zot dpaptia mpds Odvarov] The phrase is probably suggested 
by the Old Testament conception of sins 1199 ‘31 (Nu. xv. 30, cf. 31 
(ey Ape NNT Wa AMEN... A NE ARYA WN Ea 
Deliberate and wilful transgression as opposed to sins committed 
unwittingly, were punished by the cutting off of the sinner “from 
among his people.” We may also compare Nu. xviii. 22, where 
it is said that after the setting apart of the Levites for the 
service of the Tabernacle, any of the people who came near to 
the Tabernacle of the Congregation would be guilty of sin and 
die, mp? NON nNb> yi Snim>y Syn a Thy aaIpTND), 
which is translated in the LXX, kal ov rpoceNevoovrat Ere of viol 
"Iopayar els riv oKyviv Tod pwaprupiov AaBeiv dpaptiav Oavarndédpor, 
with which may be compared the Targum (Onk.) mond main wand, 
It is probable that in Rabbinic thought the words nad Non were 
taken closely together, though this is against the meaning and 
pointing of the Hebrew text. There may therefore be a direct 
connection between the verse and the words in Nu. xvili. 22. 
Cf. the note on ver. 17. 

The form of expression would seem to indicate that the 
author is not thinking of one particular sin, definite though un- 
named. ‘‘There is such a thing as sin which leads to death.” 
Such a sfate of sin may find expression in different acts. In the 
author’s view any sin which involves a deliberate rejection of 
the claims of the Christ may be described as “unto death.” If 
persisted in it must lead to final separation from the Divine life. 
IIpos Odvarov must, of course, denote a tendency in the direction 
of death, and not an attained result. The whole phrase thus 
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suggests a “kind of sinning” (if the phrase may be allowed) 
rather than any definite act of sin, which leads inevitably in a 
certain direction. Its only possible issue, if it is persisted in, 
must be spiritual death. Deliberate rejection of Christ and 
His claims was probably most prominent in the writer’s thought. 
It is, of course, possible that in connection with what he has said 
in the earlier part of this chapter about the witness of the Spirit, 
he may have had in view the saying of the Lord recorded in Mk. 
ill. 29 (Mt. xii. 32; Lk. xii, ro), But nothing in this passage 
offers any clear proof of such a connection. 

ou mept éxeivys k.t.A.] The writer does not forbid such interces- 
sion. He merely abstains from commanding it. Such cases lay 
outside the normal sphere of Christian intercession. They must 
be left to God alone. Ifthe meaning often attributed to épwray 
as distinguished from airetv, ‘the request which is based upon 
fellowship, upon a likeness of position,” is to be pressed, the 
words contain their own justification. Prayer of “brother for 
brother, as such, addressed to the Common Father,” is out of 
the question where brotherhood has been practically renounced. 
But this interpretation, which emphasizes not that which the 
petitioner has in common with him to whom he makes his 
request, but rather with those on whose behalf he prays, is very 
doubtful. And the distinction itself between airety, the seeking 
of the inferior from the superior, and épwrav, which is said to 
imply a certain equality or familiarity between the parties (see 
Trench, Syxonyms, §xl.), is far from being certainly established. 
The distinction drawn by Dr. Ezra Abbott between airety, ‘‘to 
ask for something to be given (not done), the emphasis being on 
the thing asked,” and épwray, “to request a person to do (rarely 
give) something, the emphasis being thus on the person re- 
quested,” is perhaps more naturally applicable here. We may 
hesitate to entreat God to act on behalf of one who has 
practically renounced his allegiance. But the difference in 
meaning and usage between aireiy and <pwrav is not very clear. 
And the evidence of the papyri, while it shows clearly that 
épwrav was the natural word to use in invitations, and to that 
extent supports the former of the two distinctions which have 
been maintained, does not help much in settling the question. 


16] dy 13 vg. Hil. Aug.: oder 221% (319) | auapravovra] oapapry- 
cavra 1° 588 (823) | wy 1] ryv [2° (217) | aryoer Kae Owoer] argos Kae 
Swors N* : petat (petet fu. : petet am. harl.) et daditur vg. Cf. Tert. sah. 
cop.: petat pro co et dabit. . . deus tol. | dwoes] dabunt boh | fwnv)+- 
eternam boh-codd. | rows awapravovew un mpos Oavarov] rors wn apapravovoww 
amaptiav jun mpos Oavarov A: peccanté non ad uitum vg.: sed non his 
gui usgue ad mortem peccant tol. | auryger]+rov Ov J**f (133) | avrw] post 
emp la o2 (TG) 2 SOE (PP omar ura) eooraee proce MEI (2O7)\ “ross 
Oavarov 2°] Tw myn wpos Oavaroy apapravovre [° 84 (137) | apapria] pr. 7 
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J*1%3 (156) | ov rept] urep Z°%64 (137) | ov] pr. Kae 13. 57!ct 5Slect | epwryo7] 
epwrncer K*: epwrnons N° arm. : pr. Tis 15. 26. 36. 43. 98. 101 ds vg. syr. 
Clem. Or. Tert. 

17. waca &&ixia] Unrighteousness is one manifestation of 
sin, just as lawlessness is another. The most natural interpreta- 
tion of the verse is that which sees in it a statement of the wide 
scope which exists for the exercise of Christian intercession, in 
spite of certain necessary limitations of its sphere. Windisch 
suggests that the difficulty might be removed by placing ver. 17 
before 16c (éorw dpaptia mpds Odvarov). 

Kai éotiv dpaptia ob mpds Odvatoy] The fact is stated object- 
ively (od). The distinction between sins “unto death” and “not 
unto death” is illustrated by Schottgen from Rabbinic writers. 
His first quotation, however, from Yoma 50. 1, is not convincing 


(annd xdyoen aay mxon ond mya inow mxon), as neon 
seems to refer to the animal offered or set apart as a sin-offering 
(see Goldschmid). The expression in Sota 48. 1, 71ND psy 12 Y, 
offers a more satisfactory parallel. 


mavra [Praca] pr. apa J* 44 175 (794) | adixia] post amapria 1° A 5 
(W) : 2 custetza arm-ed. | om. ov 13. 67**. vg. sah. syr. arm. aeth. Tert. 


18. oiSapev] Cf. iii, 2, 14. The knowledge is intuitive. 
That which is stated follows immediately from the very nature 
of God, and of the life which He has given to men. 

was & yeyevynpevos «.1..] Cf. iii, 9. The perfect expresses 
the abiding results of the “begetting.” In so far as they are 
realized they exclude the possibility of sin. Following his 
usual custom, the writer states the truth absolutely, without 
stating the modifications which become necessary as it is 
applied to individual cases in actual experience. The preceding 
section as well as the early part of the Epistle sufficiently shows 
that he recognized the actual fact of sin in Christians. 

& yevvnbets ex tod Oeod| If the reading éavrov be adopted, 
the meaning must be that he who has once for all experienced 
the new birth keeps himself from the evil in virtue of the power 
which the new birth places within his reach. In the first clause 
of the verse the permanent consequences of the initial act are 
emphasized ; here the stress is laid on the act itself. The fact 
of the new birth enables him to keep himself free from the 
attacks of the evil one. This sense is not badly expressed in 
the paraphrase of the Vulgate, “‘sed generatio Dei conseruat 
eum,” a rendering which may have been influenced by the 
similar passage in ill. 9, was 6 yeyevvynpevos ek Tod Ocod duapriav 
od rovet, Tt orépua adrod év aditd pever. It is found in Greek 
(} yévvnows) in two cursives. 

The reading, however, of B and the original hand of A (adrov) 
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has strong claims to be regarded as original. It is difficult to 
see why éavrov should ever have been altered into atrdv, which 
is apparently far more difficult, unless, indeed, the change was 
dué to accidental carelessness at a very early stage in the trans- 
mission of the text. And the evidence of the Latin, supported 
as it now is by two Greek cursives, is of considerable importance 
in favour of this reading (geweratio Det conseruat eum vg., cf. 
natiuitas Det custodit illum Chromatius). 

If avrdv is original, it can hardly be explained, as Weiss 
suggests, by referring the phrase 6 yevvyGels ex rod Oeod “ directly 
to the fact of the begetting from God, which keeps him who 
has experienced it.” ‘This would be a very strained expedient. 
It is still more unnatural to refer avtdv to God, as Karl does (Der 
aus Gott gezseugte halt thn (seine Gebote). Type airév cannot 
mean “observes His commandments.” With an accusative of 
the person typetv always has the sense in the N.T. of watching 
or guarding, in a friendly or hostile spirit. It would be far 
better to read atréy (cf. Jn. ii. 24, od« éxiorevev atrdv). 

But no explanation of the change from the perfect to the 
aorist participle is altogether satisfactory, if both are referred to 
the same person, z.¢. the man who has experienced the new birth. 
The interpretation, therefore, which refers 6 yevvnGeis ék Tod Oeod 
to Christ deserves serious consideration. It is true that the 
expression yevvnOjvar ék tod Geod is not used elsewhere in the 
Johannine writings of Christ, unless the Western variant in 
Jn. i. 13, ds . . . €x Geod éyevv}j6n, for which there is interesting 
Patristic evidence in the second century, is to be regarded as 
original. We may also compare Jn. xvill. 37, éy® eis rotro 
yeyevynpat Kal eis TobTO éAjAvOa eis Tov Kdcpov, and the language 
of the Messianic Psalm, ¢y® onmepov yeyévvyxd oe, which has 
some claim to represent the true text in Lk. iii. 22. Thus inter- 
preted the passage has a fairly close parallel in Jn. xvii. ‘15, iva 
TypHENS avrovs é« Tod Tovypod, and ver. 12, éy@ éripovy adrods év 
7S dvopati cov @ Séduxds pou kal épidaga Kat oideis && adrdv 
dmédero, Cf. Apoc. iii, 10, Kdyo oe TypHTw EK TIS Bpas Tod 
TEtpacH.0v. 

It may be noticed that rypetv is never used in the Johannine 
writings with the accusative of the reflex pronoun, or in the 
N.T. with such an accusative absolutely. Cf. 2 Co. xi. 9, 
GBaph éuavtdv érypyoa: 1 Ti. v. 22, ceavtoy dyvoy type: Ja. i. 
27, domAov éavtTov Tnpely : Jude at, éavrods év dyary Oeod tnpjoare. 
An interesting article in support of the reference to Christ was 
contributed by Wohlenberg to the (Veue Kirchliche Zeitung in 
1902 (p. 233 ff.). : 

awrerot] The word probably suggests the idea of laying hold 
of in order to harm. Cf. Gn. xxvi. 113 Jos. ix. 25 (19); Jer. iv. 
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10; 4 Mac. x. 4; Ps. civ. (cv.) 15. Schlatter quotes from Siphre 
to Nu. vi. 26, OM a psi jOwWA PS. 


ordapev] ovda Z* 397 (96) :+ de 787 (353) | yevyernmevos 99 js | 0 yervnbers 
ex] 1 vyevvnots L°U4 16 (335): generateo vg. | yevvnbes] yeyerynuevos 
fet. 724 (252) | ryper] mapruper | 7% 82 (522) | avrov A* B 105 vg.] 
eavrov N Acn K L P al. pler. cat. Or. Eph. Thphyl. Oec. 


19. otSapev] Cf. the notes on ver. 18. What has been stated 
generally (ads 6 yeyevvnpévos x.t.X.) is now applied to the readers 
themselves, with whom the writer identifies himself (otdapev). 

Eiva: éx rod Oeod denotes, as elsewhere in the Johannine 
writings, the state which is the consequence of the yervyOnvas éx 
tov Geod. Cf. Jn. vill. 47; 1 Jn. iv. 4-6. 

kai] The clause is probably to be regarded as added inde- 
pendently, and not as subordinate to the 6ru. 

6 xécpos ddos] The world as a whole, in its entirety, if the 
expression is to be distinguished from dAov rod kdcpov (ii. 2), “ the 
whole world.” 

év 1 movnpd] The preceding 6 zovypés determines that 
this is masculine and not neuter, as Rothe suggests. For 
the construction, cf. Soph. O. C. 247, & tyiv os OG Keipeba 
tAdpoves. Christians are conscious, immediately and intuitively, 
of the difference between the power which dominates their 
life and that which controls absolutely the life, intellectual and 
moral, of the world, z.e. of the world of men so far as they 
remain estranged from God. 


ordapev]+ de 104 cS boh-ed. | odos] om. boh-cod. | ev] em: 31. 


20. feet] Cf. Jn. viii. 42, e&7APov Kat yw. The Christ, the 
Son of God, has fulfilled His mission. He has done the work 
which is characterized by His name, and the effects of it are 
with us still. 

Sidvorav] Cf. Eph. iv. 18, éoxoricpévor rH Stavoia (in Eph. 1. 
18, quoted by Holtzmann, the true text has xapdias not dravolas), 
1 P. i. 13, tas daodvas THs Stavolas dyov: Pr. ii. 10, EAOy H codia 
eis THY Sudvovav. The word is not found elsewhere in the Johan- 
nine writings. The faculty of knowing, or discerning, seems to 
be what it expresses. It is worth noting that yvéous also is 
absent from the Johannine writings, and vots occurs only twice 
(Rev. xiil. 18, xvil. 9). 

iva ywéoxonev| The indicative, or at least the short 0, is 
well supported here, as in Jn. xvil. 3; Wa ywooxovor receives 
considerable support (A D GL Y A A 33), and in that case the 
form can hardly be regarded as a “corrupt pronunciation” of 
the subjunctive. For (va with the future indicative, cf. Mk. xv. 20, 
iva oravpdcovow (v./.): Lk, xiv. 10, Wa... epeloou: Xx. 10, va 
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Shake Sécovew attd: Jn. vii. 3; iva Kat ot t pabyrat cov Jewpycovow : 
Vil. 2, Wass . doce (v.2.) adrots: Ac. v. 15; iva... emoKiacet 
(v.2. ): Xxi. 24, Wa Evpyrovrar : § Co.ix:) 18; tar. » Ojow : (?) ix. 
24, va Kepdav®: Xill. 3, iva KavOyoopar (. i): Gal. ii. 4, va nuas 
karadouhdcovew : Ee Po in. 1, va... dvev Adyov KepdnOijrovrat : 
Apoc. ili. 9, tva jEovew Kat MpooKuncovew : vi. 4, iva dAArjAOUs 
opdgovow : Vi. 11, va dvarateovrar (v.2.): vill. 3, va dice: ix. 5, va 
BacavicOjoovrat : Xlil. 12, va TpOTKUYVYATOVCLY : XIV. 13; iva avarran- 
covTal: XXii. 14, va ay ix. 4, va py Adukyjoover: 1x. 20, va py 
mpooxuvycovew. For its use with the present indicative the evi- 
dence is less clear, as in most cases there are variant readings. Cf. 
(besides Jn. xvii. 3) Jn. iv. 15, a . . . pnde duepyopon (v.2.): v. 20, 
iva dpets Oavpdlere (v.2.): Gal. iv. 17, iva atrods Endodre: Tit. ii. 
4, va cwdpovifovor (v.4.): Apoc. xil. 6, iva exe? tpépovoew aityv 
(v.2.): Gal. vi. 12, va pip Sudkovras (v.2.): Apoc. xiii. 17, va pn tes 
dvvarat (v.2.); in 2 P. i. 10 the reading is found in some MSS, 
orovddcare iva 614 Tov KaAGV tpov épywv BeBalay buOv THV KAjow 
Kat éxAoynv moetobe. The same uncertainty is found in sub- 
Apostolic writers. Preuschen quotes Barn. vi. 5 ; Ign. ZZ. iv. 2 ; 
Tr. viii. 2 (Handworterbuch, p. 530). On the whole, the evidence 
seems to point to traces of the occasional use of a vulgarism 
subsequently corrected. There is much to be said for Professor 
Deissmann’s view, that the Fourth Gospel is “ein echtes Volks- 
buch” (Bettrage zur Weiterentwicklung der Religion, p. 131). 

iva «.t-A.] The clause is dependent on d:dvoay, which it 
explains, not on déduxer. 

tov ddnOuvdv] ze. God, the One who alone completely corre- 
sponds to His “‘Name,” in whom the idea is completely 
realized. The attempt to make God the subject of déuxer, 
notwithstanding the preceding 7xe, and to interpret rov dAnOuvdv 
of Christ, hardly needs serious refutation, in spite.of the support 
which it receives from Bengel. 

The God who “fulfils the highest conception” of Godhead 
can only be known through the faculty of discernment given to 
men by His own Son, by means of His historic appearance on 
earth. The writer is already mentally contrasting the true with 
the false conceptions of God against which he warns his readers 
in the last verse of the Epistle. 

kal éopev év 76 GAO] aAnOivds must have the same 
reference here as in the preceding clause. It can only refer to 
God. The nearest parallel to the language of this verse is to be 
found in Jn. xvii. 3, va ywdoxkovotv oe TOV _povov aAnOwvov Oedv Kal 
ov dméoredas Inooty Xpuorov : 22f. iva dow ev Kaas mets ev. 
eyo év avrois Kal ov ev époil, va dow TETEAELWMEVOL eis ev. There 
is really no difficulty i in supposing that a writer who makes use 
of the phrase éxew tov warépa should use the words elva ev 76 
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d\n Owe with reference to God. This interpretation is supported 
by the following clause. To interpret the words év 76 vig avrod 
*Inood Xpioré as being in apposition to év 7 dAnOuve, appended 
in order to leave no doubt as to the change of reference in 76 
é\n6w6, is far less natural than to find in these words (& 76 vig 
x.7.A.) a description of the method in which union with God is 
realized. The Thebaic (Sahidic) version has “in the Life” for 
€v 7 édnOwd: with which should be compared the reading of 
some MSS of the Bohairic (see the critical note). 

év TO vid adrod I. X.] The difficulty of regarding these words 
as being in apposition to év 7G dAnOw, added so as to make it 
clear who is meant by that phrase, has been already stated so 
far as it affects the meaning of 6 dAnfuvds in this verse. The 
grammatical difficulty of such an explanation is also very great. 
Avrod naturally refers to the immediately preceding to dA Owe. 
To pass over the natural antecedent and make it refer to rov 
dAnbuvdv, which is not even the subject of the principal sentence, 
is extremely harsh. 

Interpreted naturally, the words supply a needed explanation. 
It is in virtue of their relation to Christ, and their fellowship 
with Him, that Christians realize their fellowship with God. Cf. 
1 Jn. i. 3, Kal ) Kowwvia dé 4 yyetépa peta TOD TaTpods Kal peta Tod 
viod avTod “Incod Xpiocrot. If the Christ of S. John says (vi. 
44), ovdels Svvarat eAOciv mpds pe edv py 6 waryp 6 mwéupas pe 
éAxvon airév, He also says (xiv. 6), ovdeis Epxerar mpds Tov marépa 
ei py Ov ewod. 

oitds éotw & adnOuvds Oeds| If 7H GAyOwd be taken as 
referring to Christ, these words must also refer to Him. And in 
earlier times they were usually so interpreted. But it is hardly 
true to say that this interpretation is logically an absolute 
necessity (Weiss). It might, no doubt, be mere tautology to 
say of the dAnOwwos that He is 6 dAnOwvds Oeds. But obros in the 
Gospel and Epistles is not used merely to avoid the repetition 
ofaname. It seems often to refer to the previous subject, as 
previously described. Here God has been described as truly 
made known in Jesus Christ. The God who completely fulfils 
the highest conception of Godhead is the God who has been 
revealed in Jesus Christ, as contrasted with all false conceptions 
of God, against which the readers are warned in the next verse. 
For this use of otros, cf. Jn. i. 2, otros hy ev apy mpds Tov Bed, 
the Logos who can be described as Geds; i. 7, otros HAGE eis 
paptupiav, the man sent contrasted with the Divine Logos; i. 
33, ovrds eorw 6 Bamri~wv, He on whom the Spirit descended 
and remained ; ili. 2, obtos HAGev mpds addy, the ruler of the Jews; 
iv. 47, the BaovdrKéds whose son was sick; 1 Jn. ii. 22, otrdés éorw 
6 dyrixpioros, he who denies that Jesus is the Christ; v. 6, oftds 


* 
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eorw 6 €XOwv, Jesus the Son of God; 2 Jn. 7, oftdés éorw 6 
mdavos kat 6 dytixpiotos, the representative of the class of 
deceivers who deny “Jesus Christ coming in flesh.” 

kal Lwh aidvios] This addition has often been held to render 
the reference of otros to Christ necessary, it being regarded as 
not accidental that in the Gospel it is only of Christ that it is said 
that He is life (x1. 25, xiv. 6). But the language of Jn. v. 26, 
6 raTip exer wiv ev éavre, justifies the expression here used if it 
refers to God. He is in the Johannine writings represented as 
the true source of spiritual life, which He has imparted to men 
in His Son. The writer would remind his readers that in spite 
of the claims to higher knowledge put forward by some, it 
remains true that He who hath not the Son hath not the Father. 
The God whom Jesus Christ revealed is the true source of 
life. 

Holtzmann aptly quotes 2 Jn. 7 as proof that in the Johannine 
writings otros may refer to the subject of the preceding sentence 
rather than to the name which has immediately preceded 
(woAXol wAdvou . . « of py Spodoyodvtis “I. X. epydpevov ev capi. 
ovrds eat 0 wAdvos Kai 6 avtixpioros). The reference is naturally 
to the subject uppermost in the writer’s thoughts, and the 
contents of the preceding verses introduced by the triple 
oldapev make this plain: was 6 yeyevvnuévos €x Tov Oeod . . . ex 
Tod Oeod copey .. . wa ywookopev tov ddyOwdv . . . Kal éopev 
év TG GAnOwvG. It is God—the true One—of whom we have 
been begotten—of whom we are—whom Jesus Christ came to 
make known—so that men could enter into fellowship with Him. 


odayev de NS BK al. sat. mu. cop. Thphyl. Oecec.] cae ordapwev A al. 
cat, m? vg. sah. syr. arm. Did. Cyr. : ovdauev L P al.® aeth. Cyr. Did. : om. 
de [¢ 47 (229) | neer]+et carnem induct nostrt causa et passus est et 
resurrextt a mortuis ; adsumpsit nos m’ tol. Cf. Hil. quod filius dei uenit 
et concarnatus est propter vos et passus est, et resurgens de mortuis 
assumsit nos et dedit nobis intellectum optimum ut etc. | 0 wos] o Noyos 
Did. | dedwxev] edwxey A 5. 13. 69%. 104 as cS al. aliq. Did. Cyr. 
| yerworouev 8 A B* LP 98. 99. 101. 180 cS gser* Cyr. ] yuwokwpev Be K 
al. pler. Did. Bas. Cyr. Thphyl. Occ. | tov adndwov 8° BK L al. plur.] ro 
ahnOwov &* sah. Vig. Facund.: eum gud uerus est m’. Cf. syr. arm. 
Cyr. Hil. Faustin, Fulg.]+0eov A 5. 6. 7. 8. 13. 17. 27. 40. 66**. 69. 80. 
81. 98™E gg. 106. as dst al. fere. vg. boh-ed. arm"s¢ aeth. Ath. Did. 
Bas. Cyr. Aug. Pelag. | cat expev] kar wuev 34: et simus m@ vg. Hil. | 
ev Tw adnOww) im uita sah.: im ucta et haec uita erat boh-codd.: om. 
poh-ed. : zz uerbo m’ | om. ev Tw 2° 33. 34. 45. 56. 162 ast* vg. m? Did. 
Bas. Cyr. | enoov xpiorw S BK LP al. pler. cat. m® demid. tol. syr. sah. 
cop. arm. aeth. Ath. Did. Hil. Aug. Pelag.]om. A 162 vg. am. fu. harl. | deos 
om. m® am. Hil. Vig. | (wn aswvios] fwyv arwriov rapexwv FH (L): gw 
NAB 13. 34. 57. 66**. 105. 126. 180 al.!° Did. Ath. Bas, Cyr. Euthal.] 
twn n K ase al. mu. Ath. Cyr.: 7 fw7 7 LP 5. 31. 38. 40. 68. 69. 105. 
137. 191 al. cat. Ath. Cyr. Thphyl. | atwvios]+et resurrectio nostra m® 
Hil. Faustin. Vig. (+2 zso Faustin.). 
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21. rexvia] The writer’s favourite form of address to introduce 
an appeal. 

guddgéare éautd] If the use of the active with the reflexive 
can be regarded as “emphasizing the duty of personal effort,” it 
is significant. The danger is great. It needs all the effort 
which they can make to guard against it. With the peremptory 
aorist imperative, cf. é&dpare (1 Co. v. 13), and éxrwdgare 
(Mk. vi. 11). 

md Tov eidédwv] All the false images of God which men have 
made for themselves instead of accepting the true revelation of 
Him givenin HisSon. The expression embraces all false concep- 
tions of God. It is not exhausted by the particular conceptions 
of the (Gnostic) false teachers against whose views the Epistle 
is directed. And it is not probable that the writer intends only 
actual objects of pagan worship, as Zahn suggests, finding in the 
verse an indication of the character of the readers to whom the 
Epistle is addressed (cf. also Windisch, ad /oc.). If any limited 
reference is necessary, it must be found in the untrue mental 
images fashioned by the false teachers. 


guratacbar A 68 (33) | eavra N* BL 23. 29. 31 csr 58lect al. fere.15] 
ravra A 88 (YW): eavrovs N° A KP al. pler. cat. Thphyl. Oec. | rwv] pr. 
mavtwv A 8 (v) | eedwrov NAB 1. 13. 27. 29. 34. 65. 66**. 68 ds am, 
demid. tol. sah. boh. syr. arm. aeth.]+auyv KL P al. pler. vg. fu. harl. 


SEPARATE NOTE. 
Tue Text or 1 JN. v. 7, 8 


paptupoortes | + ev Tw ovpavw o 7aTnp o Aoyos Kat TO ayLOV TvEvpA. 
KQL OUTOL TPELS EV ELOL KQL TPELS ELOLY OL mapTUpoYTes ev TH yy Ss. It 
is not necessary now to prove at any great length the spurious- 
ness of this interesting but unfortunate gloss. Its style and want 
of conformity to the context would be sufficient to condemn it, 
even if it had considerable support from trustworthy authorities for 
the text. Without it the passage runs clearly. The threefold 
witness is first given, which satisfies the requirements of the law ; 
and after the witness which is legally valid among men, is given 
the “greater witness ” of God, which is precisely defined in ver. 9, 
though the exact meaning of the words is doubtful. The 
“heavenly witnesses” destroy the natural sequence of the passage. 
And the personal use of 6 Adyos is wholly alien to the style of the 
Epistle, and also of the Gospel, where it is confined to the 
Prologue. In the earliest form in which the words appear in 
Greek, the absence of articles and copulae, where Greek would 
require their presence, betrays at once their derivation from Latin. 
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It is enough to recapitulate the well-known and often stated facts 
that the words are not found (as part of the Johannine text) (1) in 
any Greek manuscript with the exception of two very late MSS, 
obviously modified by the text of the Latin Vulgate, and in the 
margin of a third, the marginal note being in a seventeenth 
century hand; (2) in any independent Greek writer; (3) in any 
Latin writer earlier than Priscillian; (4) in any ancient version 
except in the Latin, where it is absent from the older forms of 
the old Latin as found in Tertullian, Cyprian, and Augustine ; from 
the Vulgate as issued by Jerome, according to the testimony of 
the Codices Amiatinus and Fuldensis ; and from Alcuin’s revision 
(Codex Vallicellianus). And even when it first appears in the 
Vulgate, in the “Theodulfian” recension, the earthly witnesses 
are placed before the heavenly. 

The history of the gloss has been well told by Wettstein, 
Tischendorf, and Westcott, from whose work the accounts in 
most commentaries are obviously derived. New light has been 
thrown on the subject in the interesting monograph of Kiinstle, 
Das comma Joanneum auf seine Herkunft untersucht, 1905), and 
some interesting suggestions as to the origin of the celebrated 
“Codex Britannicus,” on the authority of which Erasmus in 
fulfilment of his rash promise introduced the clause into the text 
of his Third Edition, by Dr. Rendel Harris in his History of 
te Leicester Codex. 

The history of the gloss itself naturally begins much earlier 
than the history of its introduction into the actual text of the 
Epistle. 

The passage in Tertullian (adv. Praxcam, c. 25), which has 
often been quoted as containing an allusion to the verse, is really 
proof that he knew no such reading in the Epistle: “ ita connexus 
patris in filio et filii in paraclito tres efficit cohaerentes, alterum 
ex altero, qui tres unum sunt, non unus, quomodo dictum est 
Ego et pater unum sumus, ad substantiae unitatem, non ad 
numeri singularitatem.” 

Unfortunately there is no direct quotation of the passage in 
Cyprian: though the citation and interpretation of 1 Jn. v. 6-8 
in the pseudo-Cyprianic tract, de rebaptismate, c. 15, witnesses 
to the early Latin text, which has no trace of the heavenly wit- 
nesses. “Et spiritus est qui testimonium perhibet, quia spiritus 
est ueritas: quia tres testimonium perhibent, spiritus et aqua et 
sanguis, et isti tres (in)! unum sunt.” 

The well-known passage in Cyprian, de Catholicae ecclesiae 
unitate, c. 6, shows how easily the language of 1 Jn. v. 8 was 
interpreted of the Three Persons of the Trinity: “dicit Dominus 
Ego et pater unum sumus et iterum de Patre et Filio et Spiritu 

1 See von Soden, Das Lat. N.T. in Afrika, p. 280, 
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sancto scriptum est Et tres unum sunt.” In favour of this, 
which is the natural interpretation of Cyprian’s words, is the 
reference to him in Facundus, pro defensione trium capit. 1. 3, 
who, after giving the same interpretation of the Spirit and the 
water and the blood, adds, “Quod tamen Ioannis apostoli 
testimonium b, Cyprianus, Carthaginiensis antistes et martyr, in 
epistola siue libro quem de unitate sanctae ecclesiae scripsit, de 
patre et filio et spiritu sancto dictum intelligit.” 

Augustine’s interesting interpretation (Contra Maximinum, ii. 
22) of 1 Jn. v. 8, which he quotes in the form “Tres sunt testes, 
spiritus et aqua et sanguis et tres unum sunt,” shows that this 
interpretation was traditional in his time, so that he can assume 
that the writer of the Epistle intended the ‘“‘unum” to refer to 
the three persons symbolized by the Spirit, water, and blood, and 
not to the symbols, which are different in substance. Incidentally 
it shows also, of course, that the heavenly witnesses formed no 
' part of his text. 

It may be worth while to quote from Berger’s Histoire de la 
Vulgate the evidence from the passage which he has there 
collected. 

Leon Palimpsest (vii.): 

et sps est testi} 
monium guia sps est ueritas® guoniam 
tres sunt qui testimonitum dant in terra 
sps et agua et sanguis” et tres sunt 
qui tesmonium aicunt tn caelo pa 
ter et uerbum et sps scs et hi tres unum 
sunt 7 xpo thu® si testimonium hominum 
SCCIDecions 

Compl. (Madrid Univ. Lib. 31) ix. ‘Quia tres sunt qui 
testimonium dant in terris, aqua sanguis et caro (mg. uel spiritus) 
et tria hec unum sunt et tria sunt qui testimonium dicunt in celo 
Pater Verbum et Spiritus et hec tria unum sunt in Christo Jhesu.” 

Leg.1 (Cathedral of Leon, 6) x. ‘“Quia tres sunt qui testi- 
monium dant in terra Spiritus et aqua et sanguis et tria haec 
unum sunt et tria sunt sunt qui testimonium dicunt in caelo 
Pater Verbum et Spiritus et hii tres unum sunt in Christo Ihesu.” 

Group of Toletanus, viii. (Madrid B.N.). Cauensis viii.-ix. 
(Rom. formerly Cloister of La Cana, Salerno). Leg.2**, 
Gothicus Legionensis, 4.D. 960 (S. Isidio. Leon). Osc. Bible 
of Huesca xii. (Madrid Archaeol. Mus. 485). Compl.23 x.—xii. 
Codices 32-34, Madrid Univ. Libr. B.N. Paris, 321. xiii, dem. 
Cod. Demidorianus xiii. 


1 The words and letters in italics are conjecturally supplied by the Editor, 
being illegible in the MS. 
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**Quia! tres sunt qui testimonium dant? in terra Spiritus et? 
aqua et sanguis et hi* tres unum sunt in Christo Ihesu.2 Et® 
tres sunt’ qui testimonium dicunt® in caelo Pater uerbum et ® 
Spiritus 1° et hii tres unum sunt. 


1 quoniam, cpl.® ? dicunt, tol. 8 om. osc. cpl.® 321 dem. 
4 om. dem. 5 om. dem. 8 om. tol. cpl. quia, B20. 
7 om. et tres sunt, cpl.8 § dant, cpl.? 321, dem. om, 321*. 


104sanctus, osc. cpl.” 3 321. 


Berne University Lib. A. 9, Saec. xi. (Vienne au Dauphiné) : 
**Quoniam tres sunt qui testimonium dant ! spiritus aqua et sanguis 
et tres unum sunt.” ? 


l4in terra sec. man. 2+ et tres sunt qui testimonium dicunt in 
caelo Pater et Filius et Spiritus Sanctus et hii tres unum sunt sec. maz. 


Paris B.N. 4 and 4?. ix. and x. (given by Chapter of Puy to 
Colbert in 1681) addition in nearly contemporary hand to 1 Jn. 
v. 7: “Quoniam tres sunt qui testimonium dant in caelo Pater 
Verbum et Spiritus et tres unum sunt: et tres sunt qui testi- 
monium dant in terra sanguis aqua et caro. Si testimonium,” etc. 

Paris B.N. 2328, viii. ix. Codex Lemouicensis: ‘‘Quia tres 
sunt qui testimonium dicunt in terra spiritus aqua et sanguis et hi 
tres unum sunt: et tres sunt qui testimonium perhibent Verbum 
et spiritus et tres unum sunt in Christo Ihesu.” 

B.N. 315, xli.—xili.: “Quoniam tres sunt qui testimonium 
dant in terra caro aqua et sanguis: et tres sunt qui testimonium 
dant in terra Pater Verbum et S.S. et hi tres unum sunt.” 

B.N. 13174, ix. (fin.): “Quoniam tres sunt qui testimonium 
dant spiritus aqua et sanguis et tres unum sunt.” 

A second hand, almost contemporary, adds: ‘‘ Quoniam tres 
sunt qui testimonium dant in terra Spiritus aqua et sanguis et 
tres unum sunt et tres sunt qui testimonium dicunt in caelo 
Pater Verbum et Spiritus sanctum et hi tres unum [sunt].” 

This (M. Berger adds) is substantially the text of the first 
hand of Bible of Theodulf. 

B.N. 11532 (Lothaire 1. a.D. 855-869), from Corbie: 
“Quoniam tres sunt qui testimonium dant! spiritus aqua et 
sanguis et tres unum sunt et tres sunt qui.. .? testificantur® 
Pater verbum et spiritus et tres unum sunt.” 

1+in terra sec. man. 2 de caelo p. m. sup. ras. 8 testimonium 
dicunt in caelo sec. man. 

Vienna Bibl. Imp. 1190, ix. (inc.). First hand gives ver. 8 
without interpolation. In a second nearly contemporary hand 
is added, “Quoniam tres sunt qui testimonium perhibent in 
terra aqua sanguis et caro et tres in nobis sunt et tres sunt qui 
testimonium perhibent in caelo Pater Verbum et spiritus et hi 
tres unum sunt.” 
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With this may be compared the reading found im Bibl 
Mazarine 7: “Quoniam tres sunt qui testimentum dant in caelo 
Pater Verbum et Spiritus et tres sunt qui testimonium dant in 
terra caro sanguis et aqua et hi tres in nobis unum sunt.” 

With these must be compared the quotation in the treatise 
“Contra Varimadum” attributed by Chidiet im his editien of 
1664 to Vigilius of Thapsus, and aimed by Kunstle for the 
Se ee ee 16; Hersog-Hauck, 20. 
642, s.e Vigiltus won Thapsus), which is almost Wentical with 
the reading of the second hand of the Vienna NS 

S. Gall. 907. In the hand of “Winitharius.” wit: “Quin 
tres sunt qui testimonium dant spiritus et aqua et sanguis et 
tres unum sunt: sicut in celo tres sunt Pater Verbum et 
Spiritus et tres unum sunt” 

S Gall 83. Part of the MSS of Hartmat (842-372): 
* Quia tres sunt qui testimonium dant spiritus et aqua et sanguis 
et tres unum sunt: sicut in c@elo tres sunt Pater Verbum et 
Spiritus et tres unum sunt” 

Geneve 1 (xxi) given to the Chapter of S. Peter by the 
Bishop Fredenc (ro3r-1e73) Representing an Ralian text 
= 140 &): “Quia tres sunt qui testimontum dant spiritus 

et aqua et sanguis et tres unum sunt: et tres testimeoniaum 
perhibent in c@aelo Pater Verbum et Spiritus et tres unum 
sant.” 

Theodulfian recension (B.N. 9380) ix.: “Quia tres sunt 
qui testimonium dant in terra spiritus aqua et sanguls et tres unum 
sunt et tres sunt qui testimonium dicunt in cele Pater et Files 
et Spinitus sanctus et hi tres unum sunt.” 

The earliest certain instance of the gloss being quoted as 
part of the actual text of the Epistle is in the Eater « 

(2 am 380) of Priscillian (ed. Schepps Vienna Corpus xviii, 
1$$9) : “Steut Toannes ait: Tria sunt quae testimonium dicunt in 
terra : aqua caro et sanguis; et haec tria in unum sunt. et ta 
sunt quae testimoniam dicunt in caelo: pater, uerbum et spirtus; 
et haec tria unum sunt in Chnste Iesu.” With this must be 
compared the readings of the Leon Palimpsest, reap acl ben 8. 
a8 ot Sth ee Ee ee 
Palimpsest, in connecting the words 2» Cériite Ase with the 
seer ne ee eee 
The two latter MSS give some support te the peculiarities of 
Priscillian’s text, the use of the neuter (@22) and the substitution 
of arre for sferzius. 

The evidence of the Eafesitte Fides, published by Caspar from 
the Ambrosian MS (i. ror sup) which enor eh Sn 
fragment, 1s also important: “Sieut enangelista testater 
serintum est, “Tres sunt qui dicunt testimoniam in caclo pater 
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uerbum et spiritus’: et haec tria unum sunt in Christo Iesu. 
Non tamen dixit ‘ Unus est in Christo Iesu.’” 

The close agreement of this with Priscillian’s quotation is 
evident. Unfortunately, the value of its evidence is difficult to 
determine. Caspari, its editor, regards the creed as African, of 
the fifth or sixth century. Dom Morin would attribute it to 
Isaac the Jew and the times of Damasus (372). Kiinstle regards 
it as clearly anti-Priscillianist and Spanish. If Dom Morin is 
right, its early date gives it a special importance. But the view 
that Priscillian is attacked in it is a satisfactory explanation of that 
part of it which is concerned with the Comma Joanneum. 

It may, however, be doubted whether later authorities do not 
preserve an earlier form of the interpolation. The date of the so- 
called Speculum is uncertain. Probably it is not later than the 
first half of the fifth century. Kuinstle brings forward some 
indications of its connection with Spain and the orthodox 
opponents of Priscillian. The form in which it quotes our 
passage is of considerable interest. It occurs inc. ii., of which 
the heading is De distinctione personarum patris et filit et spiritus 
sancti, and runs as follows:! “ Quoniam (quia C) tres sunt qui 
testimonium dicunt in terra, spiritus aqua et sanguis: et hii tres 
unum sunt in Christo Iesu, et tres sunt qui testimonium dicunt 
in caelo, pater, uerbum et spiritus: et hii tres unum sunt.” 

The agreement of this with the group of MSS quoted above 
from Berger is at once evident. Their common source cannot be 
of recent date. And intrinsically their reading has the appear- 
ance of being, if not original, at least earlier than the Priscillian 
form. The words iz Christo Jesu are far more natural in 
connection with the earthly witnesses than at the end of the 
second clause.? The form of text found in the Leon palimpsest, 
where there is no clause “et hii tres unum sunt” after the earthly 
witnesses, suggests how the connection of the phrases “hi tres 
unum sunt in Christo Iesu,” if originally referring to the earthly 
witnesses, might have become attached to the second verse 
(heavenly witnesses) by the mechanical process of the insertion 
of a marginal gloss, originally containing an interpretation, after 

1 De divinis Scripturis suie Speculum, ed. Weihrich, Vienna Corpus xii. 

2 There is possibly support for the addition ‘‘in Christo Iesu” to the 
clause about the unity of the earthly witnesses in the Latin translation of 
Clement of Alexandria’s Adumbrationes on the Epistle. ‘‘ Quia tres sunt qui 
testificantur Spiritus, quod est uita, et aqua, quod est regeneratio ac fides, et 
sanguis, quod est cognitio, ‘et his tres unum sunt.’ #2 Sa/uatore quippeistae 
sunt virtutes salutiferae, et uita ipsa in ipso filio eius exsistit.” Even if this is 
so, we are uncertain how much to refer to Clement and how much to his 
abbreviator. Cf. Cassiodorus, Complexiones in Toannts Epist. ad Parthos: 
“Cui rei testificantur in terra tria mysteria aqua sanguis et spiritus, quae in 
passione domini leguntur impleti ; in caelo autem pater et filius et Spiritus 
sanctus ; et hi tres unus est deus,” 
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the word sazguis. The form in which Priscillian quotes the 
verses suited acme? his peculiar view as to the distinction of 
persons in the Trinity! If the Speculum is anti-Priscillianist, it 
is far more probable that the common use of the clause about 
the heavenly witnesses as part of the text of S. John’s Epistle is 
to be explained by the supposition that it had already found its 
way into some copies of the Epistles at an earlier date, than that 
Priscillian is first responsible for its insertion, while his opponents 
accepted his text and used it against him by means of a different 
interpretation, and, perhaps, a slight alteration. 

This point has been well discussed by M, Babut in his 
Priscillien et le Priscillianisme (Bibliothtque de ’Ecole des hautes 
études, Sciences historiques et philologiques, 169, Paris, 1909), 
Appendix, iv. 3, p. 267 ff. He points out the great difficulties 
which met Kiinstle’s suggestion that the insertion of the comma 
into the text of the Epistle is due to Priscillian himself: (1) His 
opponents never accuse him of having falsified the text of a 
Canonical Book. (2) To quote his own interpolation in his 
Apology would have been an inconceivable act of audacity. 
(3) Such a falsification could hardly have been accepted by all 
Catholic theologians, and, as Kiinstle has shown, the reading was 
universally accepted in the ninth century. (4) The verse is 
found in several orthodox works of the fifth century. Its accept- 
ance must therefore have been almost immediate by Priscillian’s 
enemies. It is far more probable that both Priscillian and his 
opponents found the gloss in the text of their Bibles. 

The confession of faith presented by the Catholic bishops of 
Africa to the vandal king Hunnerich in 484 (Victor Vitensis, 
fTistoria Persecutionis, ed. Petschenig, Vienna Corpus, vil. 46 ff.), 
is proof of the presence of the insertion in the Johannine text 
towards the end of the fifth century: ‘‘ Et ut adhuc luce clarius 
unius diuinitatis esse cum patre et filio spiritum sanctum doce- 
amus, Ioannis euangelistae testimonio comprobatur ; ait namque: 
Tres sunt qui testimonium perhibent (dant cod) in caelo pater 
uerbum et spiritus sanctus et hi tres unum sunt.” 

Unfortunately the whole passage is not quoted, and therefore 
the quotation throws litttle light on the history of the gloss. 
Kunstle, again, claims a Spanish source for the whole confession. 
Whether he is justified in doing so or not must be left to the 
specialist to determine. The quotation has of the variant 
dicunt, supposed by Berger to be Spanish (p. 163). 

It is certain that the gloss was accepted by Fulgentius of 


1M. Babut rejects Kiinstle’s statement that Priscillian dexzed the distinc- 
tion as too absolute. He adds, ‘mais il est vrai qu’il les distingue mal et 
qu il tend, en plusieurs textes, ’a les fondre en une seule, On a raison de 
parler de panchristisme” (p. 273). 
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Ruspe (+533). Though the treatise De fide Catholica adv. 
Pintam is not recognized as his work, the quotations in his 
Responsio contra Arianos and De Trinitate determine the matter. 
Here, also, it is only the gloss which is quoted. We do not 
know the relation in which it stood to the rest of the passage in 
his text of the Epistle. It may be worth while to add the exact 
text, which differs in the two quotations. The variants in 
brackets are from the De Trinitate. 

“Tres sunt qui testimonium perhibent (dicunt) in caelo pater 
uerbum et spiritus: et (hi) tres unum sunt.” For ferhident, cf. 
Cod. Lemonicensis, Vienna B.I. 1190, Geneva. 1. 

The evidence for the African use of the passage which has 
been supposed to be derived from Vigilius of Thapsus (490) is 
too uncertain to afford much help. 

The quotation in the First Book de Zvinitate (Migne, P. Z. 
Ixii. 243), which is not by Vigilius, has an interesting text. 

“Tres sunt qui testimonium dicunt in caelo pater uerbum et 
Spiritus et in Christo Iesu unum sunt.” 

The form of text contains Spanish affinities even if Kiinstle 
is not right in claiming a Spanish origin for the twelve books 
de Trinitate. 

The quotation in the treatise «. Varimadum (c. 5, Migne, 
P. L. \xii. 359) is still more interesting : 

“Tres sunt qui testimonium perhibent in terra aqua sanguis et 
caro et tres in nobis sunt. Et tres sunt qui testimonium 
perhibent in caelo pater verbum et Spiritus et ii tres unum sunt.” 
Cf. Vienna B.I. 1190, Bibl. Mazarine. Here, again, the con- 
nection with Spanish types of text is far more certain than any 
possible connection with Africa or Vigilius. 

The pseudo-Hieronymian prologue to the Catholic Epistles, 
which is found in the Codex Fuldensis (546), though that MS 
does not contain ver. 7 in its text of the Epistle, affords additional 
evidence of the prevalence of the gloss in the sixth and probably 
in the fifth century. 

‘Non ita est ordo apud Graecos qui integre sapiunt . . . illo 
praecipue loco, ubi de unitate trinitatis in prima Iohannis epistula 
positum legimus, in qua ab infidelibus translatoribus multum 
erratum esse fidei ueritate comperimus, trium tantummodo 
uocabula, hoc est aquae sanguinis et spiritus in ipsa sua editione 
ponentes, et patris uerbique ac spiritus testimonium omittentes, 
in quo maxime et fides catholica roboratur et patris et filii et 
spiritus sancti una diuinitatis substantia comprobatur.” 

Kiinstle would again find a Spanish origin for this prologue, 
attributing it to Peregrinus, the orthodox sponsor of Priscillianist 
writings ; but on what grounds he does not say. 

1 See, however, Westcott, p. 194, who refers to C. Fadzan. fragm. 


It 
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The evidence of Ziegler’s Freisingen fragment, now in the 
Staatsbibliothek at Munich, must be considered next. The 
passage runs as follows: 

QM TR es sunt qui testificantur 

IN TERRA - SPs ET AQUA ET SAnguis et tres sunt 

qui tes ine 

TIFICANTUR IN CAELO PaTER Et uerbum et sps 

ses et»hi 

TRES UNUM SUNT SI TEST. 

(The legible letters are given in capitals.) 

If Ziegler is right in his identification of the text of this 
fragment with that of F ulgentius of Ruspe, we have again im- 
portant evidence of the existence of the gloss in Africa at an early 
date. This is, however, already attested for the sixth century, 
and the fragment cannot be earlier than that. If the text 
of the quotation which has been given above for Fulgentius 
is correct, there are differences between his text and that of this 
fragment, at any rate in this passage. And M. Berger has pointed 
out the similarity between the text of the Leon Palimpsest and 
the Freisingen fragment in these verses (Aisvire, p. 9) The 
closeness of similarity between the two texts is seen in the note 
which gives a comparison of their readings where the two can 
be tested. It will be seen that their agreement in readings 
certainly attested by both is very close indeed, and it is possible 
that a more accurate restoration of the illegible parts would re- 
veal even closer resemblance! This agreement includes, in the 





1 Leon PALIMPSEST. ZIEGLER, 
Tt Tx. iv. 34. 
in carne uenisse om. (reading qui non confitetur 
IHM) 
hic hoe 
quod quem 
4. eum eos 
is his 
saeculo +est 
audit nos nos audit 
ex hinc. 
We. 3-IT, 12-16. 
5. est autem 
quoniam quia 


6. aguam ef ohm 
S. testtmontum dant 
- testimontiem @tcunt 
sunt fe xf rhe 
Q. guoniam 
10. filio 2° 


om. ef sf (no room) 
testtRoeniur (suits better) 
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small space under consideration, the readings hoc (zc) est illius 
Antichristi (iv. 3), the priority of the earthly witnesses, as we 
should naturally expect in such early texts, the absence of the 
clause affirming the unity of the earthly witnesses. They differ in 
their translations of aprvpeiv (unless, indeed, testificari should be 
supplied in the doubtful places of the Leon Palimpsest), and 
probably, with regard to the addition in Christo Iesu after unum 
sunt in ver. 8, which cannot be certainly claimed for the 
African text, unless the Speculum can be definitely connected 
with Africa. It would certainly be rash to assume an early 
African form of the text from which these words were absent as 
opposed to the early Spanish form which undoubtedly had 
them, and probably in this place. It is always possible that 
their absence from later texts may have affected the manuscript 
transmission of the text of early quotations. We are again 
brought to the conclusion that the relation between early African 
and Spanish texts needs further investigation. 

The gloss was certainly known as part of the text of the 
Epistie in Africa in the fifth century. Its acceptance as part 
of the text cannot be proved in any country except Spain in 
the fourth century. There it was undoubtedly used by Priscillian 
(? 380). The influence of his work and writings on the Latin 
text of the Bible, which passed over into orthodox circles through 
Peregrinus and others, is an undoubted fact. It is through the 
Theodulfian Recension of the Vulgate that the gloss first gained 
anything like wide acceptance. A large proportion of the 
earlier evidence for the gloss can be very plausibly traced to 
Spanish influences. Thus the importance of the name of 
Priscillian in the history of the insertion is fully established. But 
Kiinstle has not proved his point that Priscillian was the first 
who introduced the words into the text of S. John’s Epistle, or 
even that this first took place in Spain. At least it may be said 
that the evidence of Spanish manuscripts, of the form in which 
the gloss is found in Priscillian, and of its use by his opponents, 
suggest the probability that Priscillian was not responsible for its 
first introduction. But these reasons are not conclusive. Inone 
point Priscillian has preserved the true reading against (?) all 
Latin authorities, reading, with regard to the earthly witnesses, 
im unum sunt. It is a possible explanation of the textual facts 
that the words zz Christo Jesu were first connected with the 
passage by Priscillian, either as part of the text or as an ex- 
planation. In the place which he assigns to them they support 
his “ Panchristismus” admirably. Their first connection with 

13. aeternam habetis habetis aeternam 


14. quodcunque quidquid 
15. sczmus siscim's, 
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the earthly witnesses may be due to their removal by Peregrinus 
or some orthodox opponent of Priscillian to a place where they 
did not give such clear support to Priscillian’s views. 

At present we cannot say more than that the insertion was 
certainly known in Africa in the fifth century. The connection 
between the Spanish and African texts still requires investigation. 
Though its acceptance as part of the text of the Epistle cannot 
be proved for any locality except Spain in the fourth century, it 
does not necessarily follow that it is of Spanish origin. 

In view of the clear evidence that Priscillian in 380 knew, 
or made the words part of his text, it is difficult to maintain an 
African origin for the gloss, which did zot form part of the text 
of Augustine, who died ap. 430. On this point Jiilicher’s 
interesting review of Kiinstle’s work (Gottingen: Anzeigen, 1905, 
pp. 930-935) perhaps hardly does justice to the strength of 
Kiinstle’s position, though it rightly calls attention to some 
inaccuracies in his quotations and defects in his methods of 
presenting the evidence. Ziegler’s theory of the African origin 
of the gloss is now faced by great, if not insuperable, difficulties. 
But the subject needs further investigation by competent Latin 
scholars. 

There is no trace of the presence of the gloss in any Oriental 
version or in Greek writers, except under the influence of the 
Vulgate. 

The following note in Zohrab’s edition of the Armenian 
Bible is of sufficient interest to deserve quotation in full. Iam 
indebted for the translation to my friend and colleague Mr. N. 
McLean, Tutor and Lecturer of Christ’s College, Cambridge. 
The note has been somewhat curtailed by paraphrase. 

‘*Oscan here as in many other places altered the Armenian 
text from the Latin, adding, ‘Who witnesses that Christ is the 
Truth. For there are three who witness in heaven, the Father, 
the Word, and the Holy Spirit, and the three are one: and there 
are three who witness on earth, Spirit, Water, and Blood, and 
the three areone. If of men,’ etc. But of eighteen of our MSS, 
old and new, and two Catholic interpreters in addition, one only 
from the new, written in a.D. 1656, ten years before the edition 
of Oscan, thus puts the text ‘That the Spirit is truth. There 
are the three who testify in heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Spirit, and these three are one. And there are three 
who testify on earth, the Spirit, the Water, and the Blood. If 
of men,’ etc. And although there was also another more ancient 
copy which contained a similar text, nevertheless it plainly 
appeared that the first writing had been erased, and the longer 
text adjusted to its space by another writer. All our, MSS, 
whether of the whole Scriptures or of missals, as well as 
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numerous Greek older copies, have only the text which we have 
been compelled to edit (ze. the true text without the gloss).” 

The close parallel to the history of the insertion of the gloss 
in the Greek text is of some interest. 

According to Westcott, it first appears in Greek in a Greek 
version of the Acts of the Lateran Council in 1215. Its first 
appearance in a Greek MS of the N.T., the Graeco-Latin 
Vatican MS Ottobon. 162 (xv. ) betrays the use of the Vul- 
gate, ort Tpets cioly ot paprupodyres: 7rd Tov ovpavod marnp Adyos 
Kal mvedpa Kat ot Tpeis eis TO &y eiot" Kat Tpets eiolv ot PapTup- 
odvtTes él THS yHs TO Tvetpua TO YOwp Kal 7d aia. The Codex | 
Britannicus (Dublin, Montfort 34, saec. xvi.) is even more slavish 
(€v 7 ovpavgd, odor ot tpels, wvetya Vdwp Kat aiua). Erasmus 
fulfilled his promise to the letter in his third edition. He 
follows the MS that had been “provided” exactly, except that 
he inserts xai before twp, and does not remove the clause kat 
ot tpets eis TO ev eiow, which rightly had a place in his earlier 
editions. 

The history of the Montfort Codex, which Dr. Dobbin pro- 
nounced to be “a transcript with arbitrary and fanciful 
variations” of the Oxford MS Ziucoln 39, has been further in- 
vestigated by Dr. Rendel Harris in his “ Leicester Codex,” 1889. 
Both MSS were at one time in the possession of the same 
owner, Chark. His reasons for suggesting that the MS was 
actually forged by a Franciscan of the name of Roy (or Froy), 
perhaps at the instignation of Henry Standish, provincial master 
of the order in England, will be found on pp. 46-53 of the 
“Leicester Codex.” They are plausible, even if they do not 
compel assent. He has at least proved that the MS was in the 
hands of Franciscans at a date very near to that of its actual 
production. 

Before the appearance of Erasmus’s third edition in 1522 
the gloss had already been printed in Greek in the Complutensian 
Polyglott in 1514. The text is obviously derived, if not taken 
immediately from the Vulgate, though the supply of the necessary 
articles and copulas to make the sentences Greek has partially 
concealed its close dependence upon the Latin. 
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Ss mae} akiceetce ~ 
1. & wpesBdrepes use of cparStrepes aS & more OF 
official title In Asia Minor, the Islands, and Egypt has been 
discussed by Deissmana, Bide? Stedivee, 153 ©, NBS 60 & ce 
also H. Hauschildt, in Preuschen’s ZNT WW, 1903, p 235 &, and 
Deissmann, Zzcti vem Osten, p 25. Its use in Egypt as a fit, 
and in connection with the Temples, as. well as in other connee- 
tions, is well established at an early date. The evidence of 
Papias and Irenaeus points to a prevalent Christian usage of 

the word, especially in Asia, to denote these who had 

with Apostles, and had perhaps been placed in office by them 5 
who could, at any rate, bear trustworthy witness as to what 
Apostles taught. It is natural to suppose that throughout the 
Sigua SS eee eS ee eee 
uses the expression cpeaStrepes in the same sense. The elders 
are the men from whom he has himself well kart and well 
remembered the illustrative matter for which he finds a place 
in his book beside his interpretations of the Lord's words, or 
whose statements as to what the Apostles said he had learnt by 
inquiry whenever he met those who had companied with them. 
This interpretation is supported by the comments of Eusebius en 
Se ee EE nn 
atrows TapyxolerGyxdray duoleyet rapedydaen, Le he learnt from 
cider, cht bed coagened Sak heueen a eee 
Apostles, obtaining his information either direetly from the 
elders themselves, or indirectly from these whe had companied 
with the ekiets. Trenaeus uses similar language, ad Heer, v. 
xxxiii. 3, * dmodum presbyteri meminerunt qui Iohannem 
isciastons Domini uiderunt audisse se ab eo de 
temporibus illis docebat Dominus et dicebat*: mk xxxvic 5, ds ef 
mper Stren Adovew Tere cal of gdy xarahagates tis & elpard 
RarprSis excive yeogororew. Any individual member of such a 
class might naturally be syed ¢ mpenSvtrenes, as Papias speaks 
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of 6 per Birepos “Iwdvyys, or 6 tpecBirepos, and Eusebius (Z#. LZ. 
ill. 39. 14) of rod mpeoBurépov “Iwavvov rapaddces. The absolute 
use of the phrase in Papias (kal rod’ 6 mpeairepos EAeye) and 
in 2 and 3 John makes it the distinctive title of some member 
of the circle to whom the words are addressed, or at least of one 
who is well known to them. The circle is in all three cases 
Asiatic. It is natural to suppose that Papias is referring to the 
John whom he elsewhere describes as John the Elder. And it 
is equally natural to see in the author of these two Epistles, who 
so describes himself, the Elder John whom Papias so carefully 
distinguishes from the Apostle. The usage of the word is most 
naturally explained if he is the last survivor of the group, though 
the possibility of other solutions is by no means excluded. 
éxdexr kupta] The interpretation of these words has been 
discussed generally in the Introduction. ‘Those who have seen 
in this designation the name of an individual have explained it 
differently according as the first, or the second, or both words 
are regarded as proper names, or both are treated as descriptive 
adjectives, the actual name not being given. (i.) The view that 
Electa is a proper name is first found in Clement of Alexandria, 
‘Scripta est ad Babyloniam quandam Electam nomine.” It is 
uncertain whether “ Babyloniam” is due to some confusion with 
the First Epistle of S. Peter on the part of either Clement or his 
excerptor and translator, or whether it is a conclusion drawn 
from the title IIpds IldpGovs by which the First Epistle was known 
(cf. the title of Augustine’s Tractates). This view has been 
supported in recent years by Dr. J. Rendel Harris, who in an 
article in the Lxpositor (1901) to which reference has been 
made in the Introduction, collected several instances of the use 
of xvptos and xvpia by near relatives in letters contained in the 
Oxyrhynchus, and Fayum Papyri. Cf. Oxyrh. Pap. ii. 300 
(p. 301), “Ivduxy @Oaevcodr. TH Kupia xaipev. He might have 
noticed a similar use of déo7owa in one of the letters which he 
quotes (dordlopas tiv yAvKuTarny pov Ovyarépa Maxxapiay Kat Thy 
Seomoivyy pov pytépav tpav Kal dAovs Tovs Huav Kat dvoyo.: cf. in 
the same letter, written by a father to his son, kay ds, deorora 
pot, aytiypaiyov po. ev taxer). His view that xvpvos, kupia are 
thus proved to have been used as titles of affection, has been 
justly criticized by Professor Ramsay in a subsequent article in 
the same periodical, who sees in it more naturally a title of 
courtesy. Perhaps it would be better to regard its use as rather 
playful, or not to be taken too seriously. But the evidence 
adduced in any case does not go far towards proving that 2 John 
is addressed to an individual. The usage of individual address 
would necessarily be followed by a writer who wishes to personify 
a community to whom he writes. And the language of ver. 15 
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(vgs QSaAGTs cow THs ecAecrps) is almost fatal to the supposition 
that Electa is here used as a proper name. 

(ii) If the name is given at all it must be found in Kyria and 
not In Electa. Kyria as a proper name is found 
and even in Asia Minor. Liicke quotes (RB 444) Corp fmsor. 
Grater. p 1127, n. Xi. QGurres cal } yer} atred Kypia, and other 
instances. According to Holtzmann it is a common name for 
mons, Wee Cé Zahn, fetred. vol. 


Arerecig Te Kupie ddealde: ny Ske onc se ac 
These passages illustrate the grammatical difficulty of assuming 
that Kepia isa proper name. The anarthrous écAexrg makes it 
very improbable. 

(wii.) The language of ver. 13, dewdferad ce ra técve THs 
Gdeigzs cov THs éxAexrps, makes Se, a a 
are to be regarded as proper names. 

(iv.) The view, however, that an individual is addressed, has 
often been held by those who think that her name has not been 
recorded. As stated in the Introduction, the name of Mary the 
ee ne ee suggested. The 

former suggestion was natural, if not inevitable, at an earlier 
date, in view of Jn. xix. 27 and the supposed residence of the 
Blessed Virgin in Asia, when the general historical setting of the 

le was less carefully considered or understood than in 
recent times. A supposed play on the meaning of Martha was 
equally attractive to an earlier generation. No serious arguments 
can be brought forward in favour of either conjecture. If the 
theory of individual address is maintained, it is certainly better 
to assume that the name is not given. The combination of 
terms is a natural expression of Chnstian courtesy. 

But the general character of the Epistle is almost decisive 
against the view that it is addressed to an individual The 
subjects with which it deals are such as affect a community 
rather than an individual or a family, though much of its contents 
might be regarded as advice needed by the leading member of 
a Church on whom the duty mainly fell of en the 
Strangers who visited it. We must also notice (1) that the 
language of vv. 1-3, “Whom I and all who know the truth love 
because of the truth that abideth in us,” suits a community far 
better than an individual. This is also true of the language of 
the salutation in ver. 13 which has been already quoted. (2) 
The interchange of singular and plural points to the same con- 
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clusion, evpyxa é« tov réxvev gov (ver. 4), épwrd ce (ver. 5), 
Pdérere éavrods (ver. 8), ef tus epxerar mpds ipnds (ver. 10), dpiy 
(ver. 12), dowdferai oe (ver. 13). Mr. Gibbins in an interesting 
paper in the £xfositor (series 6, 1902, p. 232) has drawn atten- 
tion to the similar changes between singular and plural which are 
found in Is. liv., lv. and Bar. iv., v., where the City and her 
inhabitants are addressed under the image of a woman and her 
children. These parallels show clearly how natural was the 
transference of the prophetic language with regard to Jerusalem 
and its inhabitants to a Christian Church and its members. 
(3) The language of ver. 5, épwrG oe, xupia, ody ws evtoAjy ypdduv 
cou kawny, GAAA Hv eixapev am apyns, va ayarGpev adAAHAovs, 
with its clear reference to the Lord’s “new commandment” 
given to His disciples, suggests a Church and not an individual. 
(4) The substance of what is said in wv. 6, 8, 10, 12 is clearly 
not addressed to children. The “children” of the “Elect 
Lady” must certainly have reached the age of manhood. (5) 
The nearest parallel in the N.T. is to be found in 1 P. v. 13, 4 év 
BaBvrAGve cvvexrextH, though we may hesitate to assume with 
Dom Chapman (/Z'S, 1904, pp. 357 ff., 517 ff.) that the reference 
in both cases is the same, the Church of Rome being addressed. 
We may perhaps also compare the language in which the Seer 
addresses the same Churches in the Apocalypse (i.—iii.). 

The reference to the whole Church is already suggested by 
Clement, “‘significat autem electionem ecclesiae sanctae.” Cf. 
also Jerome, £P. 123. 12, Ad Ageruchiam, ‘‘ Una ecclesia parens 
omnium Christianorum ... praue haeretici in plures ecclesias 
lacerant . . . Una est columba mea, perfecta mea, una est matris 
suae, electa genetrici suae (Cant. vi. 8). Ad quam scribit idem 
Iohannes epistolam, Senior Electae dominae et filtis etus,” where 
the reference to the Church is clear, though he apparently regards 
Electa as a proper name. 

The reference to a /ocal Church is found in the Scholiast, 
éxXextyy Kuplay déyer THY €v TW Témw ExxAnoiay. This explana- 
tion has been adopted by most modern commentators. 

Kal tois téxvois adtis|] Cf. Bar. iv. 30-32, Odpoe, ‘Iepov- 
cadnp, tapaxarece oe 6 dvopdcas oe. Seidaror of Ge KaKdoavTes 
Kal émixapevtes TH OF Trodcer Seiharat ai wdAEs ais edovrAevoay Ta 
téxva Gov, detAaia 7 deEapévy Tors viods cov. V. 5, ide cov cuvnypeva 
Ta Téxva awd HAiov dvopav... . xalpovras TH Tod Oeod pyveia. 
Gal. iv. 25, SovAcder pera. Tv téxvwy airns. The use of réxva, 
which emphasizes the idea of community of nature of those 
who have experienced the new spiritual birth, as contrasted with 
the Pauline vids, which often lays stress on the dignity of heir- 
ship, is characteristic of the author. But it is not always safe 
to press the distinction. ‘The more general term, which includes 
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the whole family, would in many cases naturally be preferred 
to vids, which, strictly speaking, applies only to sons. 

os eyo dyamd] Cf. Gal. iv. 19, réxva (v.2. rexvia.) pov, ods 
madw @divw. Arguments, in favour of the view that a Church 
is addressed, which are based on the use of the masculine rela- 
tive are very precarious. In any case it would be the natural 
construction xara ovveow. For the use of éyo, cf. 3 Jn. 1. It 
may be characteristic of the writer’s style. But the emphatic 
language of the rest of the verse suggests that the author is 
thinking of those who do not love, and love “in truth.” 

év &\nOeta] Cf. 3 Jn. 1, where the word is again anarthrous. 
The phrase is not ‘merely adverbial,” a periphrasis for “truly.” 
It suggests a love which is exercised in the highest sphere, which 
corresponds to the truest conception of love. Cf. wepurarety 
év éXyGeta, conduct in which everything is regulated by ‘‘ truth.” 

kat ou éy® «.t.A.| The unsuitability of this language, if ad- 
dressed to the members of a single family, has already been 
pointed out. As addressed to members of a Church in which 
the Elder can confidently reckon on faithful support, while he 
is fully conscious of the existence of divisions and of strenuous 
opposition to himself and his teaching, they offer no difficulty 
and have their special significance. 

thy ddyPerav| Cf. 1 Jn. i. 6 (note). The truth, as revealed 
by the Christ, and gradually unfolded by the Spirit, who is 
“Truth.” It covers all spheres of life, and is not confined to 
the sphere of the intellect alone. 


o mpeoBurepos] n oupmpecBurepos 93: Lohannes senior tol. Cassiod. | 
exdexTn] pr. 7) 73 | Kupia] pr. ry 31 | avrns] avros 7* © (317) | ous] os 7? 8% 
161 (498) eas adnbera ayamw F* 18 (395) | kar oun eyw N B K Pal. pler. vg. 
sah. cop. syr® arm. aeth.] ovx.eyw de A 73 syrboll Thphyl. :+6e L | cae 3°] 
om. J*17 (303) | eyywxores] ayarwvres [* 5157 (547), 


2. Sa thy GAnPeav] The possession of the “truth” as an 
abiding force which dominates the whole life calls out the love 
of all who share the possession. 

év jpiv] The author includes the Church to whom he is 
writing, or at least its faithful members, in the numbers of those 
who “know the truth.” 

kal pe Hav éorat] An expression of sure confidence rather 
than of a wish. The truth must always “abide” in the Society, 
though individual members may fall away. For the parenthetical 
construction, cf. 1 Jn. iii. 1, wa réxva Pod KdyOapev, Kal eoper. 

dia THv adnBevav] om. 27. 29. 66**. 106* fu. syrP Xt | wevouray BK 
L P etc.] evorxovcav A: ovoay 13. 65 dst: om. 66** | qu] vay 22. 68. 
TOO. 104 cS js | kas. . . aiwva] guda et uobdscum ertt et nos in aeternum 


uobiscum eritis arm. | nuwr] vyuwn 22. 68, 100. 104 as esr jst al, | eorau 
coTw 31 syrbodletp; egry [4 200f (83), 


e 
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3. gota peb” jpav] The taking up of the language of the pre- 
ceding verse is thoroughly in accord with the writer’s habit. 
Compare the repetition of dA7fea in the preceding verse. The 
wish expressed in ordinary salutations here “ passes into assur- 
ance.” Perhaps in view of their circumstances the need of 
assurance was specially felt by writer and recipients as well. 

xdpts, €Aeos, eipyvyn| This exact form of salutation is found 
elsewhere in the Epistles to Timothy. It is a natural expansion 
of the commoner xdpis Kal eipyvy which in some sense com- 
bines the Greek and Hebrew forms of salutation; and it fits 
in well with the general tone of later Epistles. Neither édcos 
nor the cognate verb occurs elsewhere in the Johannine writings. 
Cf. Jude 2, eXcos tyiv cai cipyvy Kal aydarn tAynOvvOein: Polycarp, 
ad Phil. édeos ipiv kai cipyvn, and the Letter of the Smyrnaeans, 
éXeos Kal eipyvn Kal aydrn . . . wrAyOvvOein. 

tapé& “Inood x.7.d.| The whole phrase brings into prominence 
the views on which the author throughout lays most stress—the 
Fatherhood of God, as revealed by one who being His Son can 
reveal the Father, and who as man (Incot) can make Him 
known to men. Cf. Jn. xx. 31, va mioredyte dre “Inoots éorw 6 
Xpicrds 6 vids rod Peot. The words used contain implicitly the 
author’s creed. 

év adyGeta kal &ydan| The two vital elements of the Christian 
Faith, the possession of the highest knowledge and its expres- 
sion in action. They are the keynotes of the Epistle. 

eoTat web "peor om. A | eora| + de 15. 36 | nuwy S BL P al. sat. mu. 

cat. am. sah. boh-ed. syr>! aeth. Thphyloo™ Oec™] vuwy K al. plu. 

vg. (et. fu. ee harl. tol.) arm. boh-codd. (eor. weO vu.ipost ayamn 
arm. boh.) syr?. An obvious correction to the more usual a pers. of 
salutations | xapis] xapa 7 © (440): + upwr Kar [¢ U6. 486. 356 (_) | evonvn] 
pr. kae 220 (83) | rapa N° A BL Pal. pler.] amo N* 11. 18. 19. 32. 40. 

57. 68. 98. 105. 126 cS". A natural correction to the more common 
usage of salutations; cf. Ro., 1, 2 Co. Gal. Eph. Ph. Col., 2 Th., 1, 2, 
Ti. Philem, Apoc. Clement. Polycarp has mapa | (@eov. . . kat I°)om. sah. 

| Geov (? ver. 3)] om. * 84 (?) 7° 486 (—) | warpos (? 1°)] pr. kau J* 8 (24) | 

mapa 2°] om, N* 99 fer am. | ensov xXpiorou] pr. kU N KL P al. pler. cat. 

tol. cop. syr. arm. Thphyl. Oec.: xv ww A? (33) 7 5203. 192 (808) | rou 1°] 
om. H 6° (W) 7°44 (335) | rou 2°] pr. avrou N* | ayamrn Kat es T° 506 (60) 
| Kae ayarn] ayarnrn HS (Y) | ayaarn] pr. ev £* 5 (808) : epavy L966 
(214). 

4-11. “Counsel and warning.” 

4. éxdpyy Atay] Cf. 3 Jn. 3; Lk. xxiii. 8. We may compare 
also St. Paul’s use of edxapioretv in the opening verses of eight 
of his Epistles. It is part of the usual order of epistolary 
composition | to strike first the note of praise or thankfulness. 
The aorist is probably not epistolary, the contrast of viv in 
ver. 5 makes it almost certain that it refers to past time. 

evpnxa| The connection of this word with éxdépyv shows that 
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we have here one of the instances, of which there are several in 
the N.T., which prove that in certain words the perfect is in this 
period beginning to lose its special force, though the process 
has not yet gone so far as is often maintained. Cf. Burton, 
N.T. Moods and Tenses, p. 44, who regards the usage as confined 
in the N.T. to a few forms, éoxnxa, eiAnpa, édpaxa, eipyxa, 
yéyova. To distinguish in this verse between the initial moment 
(éxdpyv) and the ground of it which still continues is precarious. 
A comparison of 3 Jn. 3 suggests that the information 
which caused his joy came to the Elder through travelling 
brethren who, perhaps from time to time (cf. zepurarotvras), 
brought him news of the sister Church. There is no suggestion 
of an earlier visit of his own to the Church to which he is now 
writing. In that case he would probably have used the aorist. 
ék tay téxvwyv ou] He cannot praise the whole Church 
without distinction. . All the members of the community had 
not remained faithful to the “truth.” If “many” had not 
themselves gone out into the world as deceivers (ver. 7), many 
had listened to the seductive teaching of such deceivers. It 
seems probable that even the majority had been led astray. 
mepimatodvras évy ddnOeta] Cf. ver. 1, and 3 Jn. 4. The 
“truth” corresponds to perfection in every sphere of being. 
Kabos évrodhy eXdBowey mapa tod matpds| Cf. Jn. x. 17f. dua 
todré pe 6 waTnp aya Stu eyo tiOnme tTHvy Woxnv pov, tva wéduv 
AdBw airyv. oddels Hpev airyv dm enod, GAN eyo riOnue adriv da 
€uavtod. eovoiay éxw Oeivar aityy, al eLovoiay éxw wadw Aafelv 
avryv. Ttavrnv TH évTodjy éAaBov mapa Tod watpds pov. Cf. Jn. xii. 
49; I Jn. iii. 23. The phrase évroAnv AaBely is used elsewhere 
in the N.T.; cf. Ac. xvil. 15; Col. iv. ro. Dom Chapman’s 
ingenious suggestion, that the meaning of this verse should be 
determined by the passage quoted from Jn. x., breaks down, as 
Prof. Bartlet has shown, on a point of grammar. The present 
participle (zepurarodvras) could not be used in such a sense. 
Men could hardly be said to continue in the exercise of the 
“remarkable virtue” of martyrdom. The command referred 
to here must be either the “new commandment” to love as 
Christ loved (cf. 1 Jn. iv. 21), which perhaps suits ver. 5 best, 
or the commandment to faith and love; cf. 1 Jn. iii. 23, cal avry 
éortiy 4 evToAn avtod, iva muotevowpey TO dvduate Tod viod abrov 
*Inood Xpiorov kal dyarSpev GAANAovs, Kabds Cwxev evroAHv Hiv. 
On the whole the latter suits the whole context better. 


Atay] om. L869 (440):+meyarws J*% (317) | evpyxa] evpov 7 854* 
(?) K2°8 (119) | cov] wou J*” (505) | weperarovvras] post. adrnBera O48 (154): 
mepiTarouvra 40. 67. 69. 101. 180 18 | Kadws evrornv] secundum mandatum 
guod arm. | ka0ws]+Kxac Z*™ (505) | eAaBouev] eAaBov N 13. 28. An 
accidental error (? from Jn. x. 18) | rapa] aro A 73 | rou] om. B. 
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5. viv] The adverb is temporal. Cf. ver. 4, éxdpyv. 
épwrd ve Kupia] If épwrdy has the special force of suggesting 
some sort of equality of position between the two parties 
concerned (“in the exercise of the full privilege of Christian 
fellowship,” Wsct.), the emphasis is laid on the words oix ds 
evroAjv. The Elder who has the right to command merely 
grounds a personal request, as between equals, on the old 
command laid on both alike by the Master. If, however, the 
special meaning of épwray is to be found in the emphasis which 
it lays on the person addressed, as opposed to the thing asked 
(sireiv), then Kvpia is the emphatic word. He can ask in full 
confidence of the ‘‘ Elect Lady” that which is no new command, 
pleading for the fulfilment of the old commandment laid on 
her and on all by the Lord. But épwray was the natural word 
to use. Cf. Oxyrh. Pap. ii. 292, jpiryoa be Kai “Eppiay rov 
dbeAdov 614 yparrtod dvayeobat oo. epi Tovrov. 
etxapev] The writer includes himself and all Christians 
among the recipients of the command. There is no need to 
limit his application of the first person plural to those who 
originally heard the command given, 
iva Gyan@pev A4ddnhots| These words should probably be 
taken, not as dependent on épwra, but as defining the évroAy. 
The instances of the purely definitive va have been collected 
before. 
epurw] epwrupev 141. 7 6 (40) boh-cod. | ypapwy cot kowyy BK LP 
al. pler. cat. sah. Thphyl. Ocec.] xawyy ypapwy co & A 5, 13, 31. 68 de 
vg. cop. Leif. | ypapwv] ypapw 64. 65. 66. 106 d** al. uix. mu. arm. 
aeth. | cowgv] inc. sah? | oddo]+evroAnv NR: +evrodknv marouay syr? | 
ecxapev ®& Al exxoveyv BK L P al. pler. : exopev 31. 38. 68 ast al. fere,” 
| wa] pr. adr 1* 6% (2), 


6. aérn éotly . . . tva] Cf. 1 Jn. v. 3, ili. 23. In the first 
Epistle the love which is said to consist in the “keeping” of 
His commandments is more clearly defined as the love of God. 
Here it is left undefined. The immediate context (va éyaropev 
dAAyjAovs) suggests that the writer is thinking especially of 
Christian brotherly love. The highest expression of this love is 
found in obedience to all the commands (however variously 
expressed) which God has enjoined in regulation of the relations 
between brethren. The clearest expression of love is obedience 
to the will of God, so far as He has revealed His will in definite 
precepts. It is quite in the writer's style to make the more 
absolute statement, even if he is thinking particularly of a special 
application. Pha ken” 

airy 4 évtohn éotv| The order of the words, if this is the 
true text, lays stress on 7 évroA7. This is the one command in 
which all precepts are summed up. 
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kaQos Axotcare] If the reading tva xaOds is correct, the tva 
which precedes év airy must be resumptive. Cf. 1 Jn. ili. 20, 
according to a possible interpretation of that verse. The 
omission of tva certainly appears to be an attempt at simplifica- 
tion. In either case the clause must be taken with what follows, 
and regarded as thrown forward for the sake of emphasis. 

iva. . . mepurarire| In order to avoid the appearance of tauto- 
logy most commentators interpret év air? as referring to ayazy, the 
main subject of the verse. It would be tempting to refer it to 
the subject of the sentence dAyOeia (ver. 4). The ome command 
is that we should walk in truth as we have heard it from the 
beginning. This would suit the following verse. But the more 
natural reference is to the command. Cf. the Vulgate rendering 
in eo (sc. mandato). If this is possible, the emphasis must be on 
mepurarev and Kaas nKovoare. Thecommand which sums up all 
the precepts, which men show their love in obeying, is the 
command to active obedience to God’s will as it has been 
revealed from the beginning of the Christian life, to “abide” in 
what they have always known, and to let it regulate their 
whole conduct and life. 


kat... ayarnjom. aeth. | avrov] rov 60 J#7(505) | avrn 2°] pr. e¢ arm. 
boh-ed. | 9 evrodn] post ecrwv N (+avrov) LP al. pler. ug“ et. demid. 
harl. tol. sah. cop. arm. Leif. Thphyl. Oec. | caOws.. . wepiemarnre] ut znceda- 
mus tn hoc quod audtuistis antiquztus aeth. | kaOws BL Pal. pler. syrbodiet p 
Leif. Thphyl. Oec.] pr. wa S AK 13. 31. 73. al. mu. cat. vg. sah. cop. 
arm. | wa 2°]om. K 13 al. mu. cat. vg. sah. boh. (uid.) arm. | ev aury] 
om. J*1 (319) | wepurarnre] mepurarecre L 13 al. aliq. Thphyl. : mepira- 
ThonTe S: tncedamus arm-codd. boh-ed. 


7. dr] gives the reason for the preceding twa év airy rept 
marynte. If this refers to love, the reason given must be either 
(1) that the pzesence of such false teachers as are here described 
is likely to prove destructive to the exercise of mutual love 
among Christians, or (2) that their zeaching, in denying the 
reality of the Incarnation, cuts away the whole foundation of 
Christian love as called out by the great act of love in which 
God expressed His love for the world. But both these 
interpretations are forced, and the contents of this verse point to 
a different interpretation of ver. 6, that, namely, which throws the 
emphasis on the word zepuraréuev. The command to mutual 
love grounded on true faith must be obeyed so as to find 
expression in action and conduct (epurareivy). Otherwise the 
forces which make against obedience will be too strong. Many 
have joined the world, and their power to lead astray is great. 

mddévou] Cf. 1 Jn. ii. 26, trav wAavevrwv Spas, and the accusa- 
tion brought against the Lord by some of the crowd in Jn. vii. 12, 
mhovg tov dxAov: cf. also Justin Martyr’s AaowAdvov. The 
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substantive does not occur in the Johannine writings except in 
this verse. The verb is fairly common in the Apocalypse. 

éé{\Oav] Cf. 1 Jn. iv. 1, rodAol Wevdorpodjrar é&eAndAVOacw eis 
tov koopov, The verb probably does not refer to the excom- 
munication or withdrawal of the false teachers (contrast 1 Jn. 
ii. 19, €€ judv e&frOav). It suggests the idea that these deceivers 
have received their mission from the Evil One, in whose power 
‘the whole world lieth.” 

oi ph Spodoyodvtes] The subjective negative is naturally used 
when a class is described and characterized. They are dis- 
tinguished by their refusal to confess the truth of the Incarnation. 

*Incotv Xpiotov épxdpevov év capkt| Cf. 1 Jn. iv. 2ff., esp. 6 
dporoyet Incoty Xpiorov év capkt €AyAvOora, of which the present 
passage is almost certainly a reminiscence; cf. the notes on the 
earlier passage. The chief difference is in the tense of the 
participle. By the use of épxdmevov instead of éAnAvbd7a the 
confession is taken out of all connection with time and made 
timeless. In the First Epistle stress was laid on the historical 
fact and its permanent consequences. Here the writer regards 
it as a continuous fact. The Incarnation is not only an event in 
history. It is an abiding truth. It is the writer’s view that 
humanity has been taken up into the Deity. The union is 
permanent and abiding. His view as to the exact difference in 
the relation of the Logos to the world and to mankind, which was 
brought about by the Incarnation, is not so clear. All creation 
was “life in Him.” Before the Incarnation ‘‘ He came to His 
own.” But it is clear that he regarded it as a completely new 
revelation of what human nature was capable of becoming, and 
as establishing the possibility for all future time of a more real 
union between Godand man. The Incarnation was more than a 
mere incident, and more than a temporary and partial connection 
between the Logos and human nature. It was the permanent 
guarantee of the possibility of fellowship, and the chief means by 
which it is brought about.? 

obtos «.7.A.] Cf. 1 Jn. ii. 22 and 18. The coming of Anti- 
christ is fulfilled in the sum-total of all the evil tendencies in the 
work and influence of those who refuse to confess ‘‘ Jesus Christ 
come in flesh.” 

6 mddvos] The deceiver, par excellence, known as Antichrist in 
popular expectation. As in the First Epistle, the writer uses the 
term as the convenient expression of the evil tendencies of his 
time. He thus spiritualizes the popular idea, but he nowhere 
throws any light on the general character or the details of the 

1 There is, however, much to be said for the simpler explanation of 


épxépevov, which refers it to the future manifestation of the Parousia. 
Barnabas vi. 9, éAmicare émi roy év capkl péddovra pavepotobas vuiv ’Inoodv. 
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popular legend. The use of the plural in some Latin and 
Syriac authorities, supported by one or two cursives, bears witness 
to the difficulties felt by those who did not easily understand the 
drift of his language. 


efn\Oov (-6ay A) NA Bal. plus! cat. vg. (et. am. fu. demid.! harl. 
Bed. m® tol. prodierunt, Leif. progresst sunt) sah. syr>odletp arm. Ir. ‘Ps. 
Chr.] exon\Oov K LP al. pler. Thphyl. Oec. Clearly a correction caused 
by the evs which follows. The form found in A is probably original | o¢ wy 
omoroyouvres] o Mn oporoywy 1% (83) | epxouevov] om. /#°°* (236) 
J>29t (386) | capki]+ex Tes ovk omoroyer ly XP epxomevovey cape 1? 996-398 
(—) X°18359(17) | ovros . . . avrixpioros] h2t fallaces et antechristd sunt m® : 
iste sunt fallaces et antichristd Leif.: ht sunt seductores et antichriste 
syrP ™8 : ovrot ecw ot TAavOL Kat oc avTixpioToe [#7 7 (505) 7°78 (56). 


8. Bdérete Eautods| Cf. Mk. xiii. 9, BA€rere tpets Eavrovs: 1 Co. 
Xvi. 10, BAérere va abdBws yévntat mpos twas: and for the form 
of expression, 1 Jn. v. 21, pvddtare éavrd. “The use of the 
active with the reflexive pronoun... emphasizes the duty of 
personal effort.” 

iva ph dmoddonte «.t.d.] The reading of B, etc., drodéonre 
—ipyarducla—éarordByre, is almost certainly the true text. 
The other variants are easily explained as attempts to reduce 
this reading to uniformity, by using either the first or the 
second person throughout. 

ipyaodpela] Cf. Jn. vi. 27, 28, epydlerbe . . . tHv Bpdow THv 
pévovoay: and for the thought of the reward, Jn. iv. 36, 75 6 
Gepilov pucbdov AopBaver Kat cvveyer Kaprov eis Cony aioviov, va o 
oreipwv 640d xaipn kal 6 Oepifwv. . Perhaps these passages offer a 
more probable source for the ideas of this verse than the quota- 
tion from Ru. ii. 12, droricar Kipios tiv épyaciay cov" yevo.ro 
6 picOds cov wAxpys apa Kupiov Geod “Iopand, mpos dv Aes 
meroWéva, td Tas MTEpvyas airod, out of which Dr. Rendel 
Harris has elaborated his ingenious suggestion that the Lady to 
whom the Epistle is addressed was “a proselyte, a Gentile 
Christian, and a widow.” Holtzmann’s criticism of this suggestion 
as “allzu scharfsinnig” is not unmerited. It may be of interest 
to notice that the reference to Ru. ii. 12 is to be found in 
Wettstein, who has provided or anticipated far more of the best 
illustrative parallels than the acknowledgments of his work in 
later Commentaries would lead us to suppose. Wettstein also 
quotes the Targum, “retribuat tibi Deus retributionem bonam 
operum tuorum in hoc seculo et erit merces tua perfecta in 
seculo futuro a Deo Israelis,” and also Xen. Cyr. Exp. vii. Kes 
av wAnpn bépwv Tov puaOov. 

For drodanBdavew, cf. Ro. i. 27, dvtipicOiav wv ea... 
drroAapBdvovres; Oxyrh. Pap. ii. 298 (p. 299), éav S€ tu GAA 
mporopedntar. . . ed0ews droAjuy. 
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eavrous § ABP Dam. etc,] avrovs K L Dam. Ir. Leif. | amoXecnre, 
amodaByre & (amodncGe N*) A B 5. 13 40. 66**. 68. 73. 137 dscr fecr jscr 
al. fere. cat. vg. sah. cop. syr"* arm. aeth. Ir. Leif. Ps.-Chr. Isid. Dam. 
Thphyleo™ Oec™] arodeowuev, arodaBwuev K LP 31 al. plu. Thphylt 
Oecec*** | epyacaueba B (npy-) KLP 31 al. plu. sah. syrP?™s Thphyltt 
Oect**] eypyacacde N A 5. 13. 40. 66**. 68. 73. 137 d f js cat. vg. cop. 
syrbodletptxt arm. aeth. Ir. Leif. Ps.-Chr. Isid. Dam. Thphyleo™ Oecco™ ; 
ewpyaoapeba Kara A456 8364 (223) | Anon] tAypys L Dam. (? cf. Jn. i. 14). 
According to Tischendorf’s note it would seem that what is probably the 
true text is supported by B sah. syrP ™Z only. See note above. 


9. & mpodywv kal ph pévov év tH 88ax4q] The phrase should 
be taken as a whole. The sarcastic reference of zpodywy to the 
claims of false teachers to the possession of a higher knowledge 
and more progressive intelligence was naturally misunderstood. 
The zapaBaivwy of the Receptus was the inevitable result. 
What was not understood had to be corrected into an intelligible 
commonplace. If this were the true text, we should have to 
supply as object tiv ddaxynv from the following év 77 didax7. But 
the originality of zpodywyv is obvious. For the use of zpoayer, 
Windisch quotes Sir. xx. 27, 6 codos év Adyous rpodge Eavrdv. 

The non-repetition of the article before uu wéver is signifi- 
cant. All “progress” is not condemned, but only such progress 
as does not fulfil the added condition of “abiding in the teaching.” 

év tH 8:8ax7 Tod Xptotod| There is nothing in the context or 
the usage of the N.T. to suggest that rod Xpicrovd should be re- 
garded as an objective genitive, the writer meaning by the phrase 
“the apostolical teaching about Christ.” Such an interpretation 
would seem to be the outcome of preconceived notions of what 
the author ought to have meant rather than of what his words 
indicate. Cf. Jn. xviii. 19, npdtycay airov . . . wept THs Sidaxqs 
airod: Jn. vii. 16, 4 €uy didaxy odk eorww éun GAG Tod wéuavrds 
pe... yvdoerar rept rhs didax7ns, where there is the same tran- 
sition to the absolute use of the word which is found in this 
verse. Cf. also Mt. vii. 28; Mk. iv. 2; Lk. iv. 32; Ac. ii. 42; 
Apoc. ii. 14 (thy d8dax%v Bodady), ii. 15 (tv NexoAarév). The 
“teaching” no doubt includes the continuation of Christ’s work 
by His Apostles, but it begins in the work of Christ Himself. 
In the view of the writer all true teaching is but the application 
of “6 Adyos o éuds” He did not regard Paul or any other 
Apostle as the inventor of most of what was characteristic of the 
Christian Faith as he knew it. 

Oedv odk exer] Cf. 1 Jn. ii. 22f., a passage of which this verse 
is probably a summary. It is hardly intelligible except in the 
light of that passage, or of teaching similar to that which it con- 
tains. The true revelation of God was given in Jesus Christ. 
He who rejects the truth about Christ cannot enjoy the fellow- 
ship with God which Christ has made possible for men. 


I2 
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odtos kat «.7.d.] Cf. 1 Jn. ii. 23 ff. and notes. As was pointed 
out in the Introduction and also in the notes on that passage, 
the words can refer equally well to Gnostic claims to a superior 
knowledge of the Father, and to Jewish opponents who shared 
with their Christian antagonists the belief in the God of Israel. 


ras (?ras)]om. J*2 (310) | o mpoaywr NS AB 98™ am. fu. harl. sah. 
boh. aeth.] o rapaBawwv K L P al. pler. cat. syroollet P (gud transgreditur) 
arm. Eph. Thphyl. Occ. : gud recedit vg‘!* demid. tol. Leif. Did'* | never 
ev Ty 1°] eupeveay Ty 31 | Sdaxy 1°] ayary 13 | ror—ddaxy 2°] om. 7? 5°*- 
856%. §260E (p74) e953. 174. 506 (58) | rov xpeorou] Tov Ov J** (236) 7°58” (1149) : 
om, 7>157 (29) | exer] mouzt arm. | Mevwr ev Ty 2°] expevwy Ty 100 | Kevar 
(? 2°)] mapaperwy J» 86 (440) | ev 2°] om. H® (W) | dedaxy 2° N AB 13. 
27. 29. 66**. 68 vg. sah. syrP ®t arm. Did'*t Fulg.]+ezzs syrbotetp Leif. : 
+rov xpicrov K LP al. pler. cat. boh-ed. aeth. Thphyl. Oec. : (?)+7ov 
Oo 29849 (125) | Kae Tov marepa Kat Tov wov] N BK LP al. pler. cat. vg*l® 
sah. cop. syrbodietp aeth. Leif. Did.] xac tov ty xae Tov mpa A 13. 31 (om. 
Tov 2°), 68 am. fu. demid. harl. tol. arm. Fulg. | cae roy viov] post exer 
797 (2) Ze 28-118 (307) | exer 2°] pr. ove Z® 8%0 (440). 


10. ei tts pxerat K.t.A.] Cf. Didache xi. 1, 2, ds av oty éXGdy 
Siddéy Suas tatra mévra Ta Tpoetpypéva Sekacbe adrdv* édvy SE adrds 
6 diddoxwv orpadels Suddoxy GAAnV Sdaxiy eis TO Kataddoar, mi) 
aitod dxovonte. There is nothing in the Epistle itself to indicate 
that this verse “at last discloses the special purpose of the whole 
Epistle.” Its purpose is clearly to encourage those to whom it 
is addressed to continue in the active exercise of the faith and 
love which they had learned from Christ and His Apostles, even to 
the point of refusing hospitality to those who claimed to come 
in Christ’s name, but who, in the writer’s opinion, were destroy- 
ing the work of Christ by their teaching. 

The form of the conditional sentence used presents the case 
as more than a mere possibility, rather as something not unlikely 
to happen. 

pxetrat mpds Spas] The usage of gpxecGac in the Johannine 
Epistles is confined to the “coming” of Christ, or Antichrist, or 
of the brethren visiting another Church (3 Jn. 3), or of the Elder 
paying a formal visit (3 Jn. 10, édv €A@w). It is dangerous to 
read a special sense into common words. But clearly the ac- 
companying condition, cat ravryv rHv didayhv od Pépet, limits the 
reference to those who claim to come as Christians, and to have 
a “teaching” to communicate to the members of the Church. 
The context excludes the idea that the writer is thinking of 
‘casual visits of strangers.” Those to whom he would refuse 
recognition claim to be received as brethren by fellow-Christians. 
In his view their conduct has made that impossible. 

pr) AapBdvere eis oixiay] For the use of the verb, cf. Jn. i. r2, 
doo dé €XaBov airov: vi. 21, AaBelv adrév cis TO wAOLOV: Xili. 20, 
6 Aap Bdvev dv twa memo ene AauBaver. 
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xatpew .. . pi) Méyere] Elsewhere in the N.T. ya/pew is only 
used in the greeting at the beginning of Epistles (Ac. xv. 23, 
xxlil. 26; Ja. i. 1) These passages throw no light on the 
question whether the welcome at meeting or the farewell greeting 
is meant. There is really nothing in the usage of the word or in 
the context to decide the question. We may perhaps compare 
Lk. x. 5, ls Mv 0 ay eiceAOnre oixiay mpdrov éyere’ Eipyvy 7G otkw 
rotrw. In the LXX the use of xaépew in this sense is confined 
to the letters contained in the Books of the Maccabees. 


et Tes epxeTau] ort evcepxeTar J° 6 (60) | ravrny] post didaxnv 31 | avTw] 
pr. ev Z° 144 (335), 


11. This verse gives the grounds on which the injunctions of 
the preceding verse are based. The welcome and greeting con- 
templated are clearly such as express approval of the character 
and work of those who claim such reception. 

kowvwvet| always expresses a participation realized in active 
intercourse. It never denotes a mere passing sharing. Cf. 
EP inva EPS IV.) 13: 

tots tovnpois] The form of expression is chosen which lays 
greatest stress on the adjective. Cf.1 Jn. i. 7, 8, 1. 2, 3; 
{nex it. 


o (?)] om. 7*¥4 (219) K? (S) | Aeywv] post yap KL Pal. pler. cat. Ir. 
Thphyl. Oec. | avr] om. K al.” Oec. | arovnpots]+ecce praedixt nobds ne 
in diem Domini condemneminit m® :+ecce praedixt nobis ut in diem 
Domini nostri Jesu Christe non confundamini vgs*, Such additions are 
not uncommon in the text of the Speculum. 


12, 18. Conclusion. 

12. suty] The position of the pronoun is perhaps emphatic. 
The writer of these Epistles is clearly well acquainted with the 
circumstances of those whom he addresses. 

otk éBovdyOyv| One of the more certain instances in the 
N.T. of the epistolary aorist. 

xéptou Kat wédavos| Cf. the similar phrase in 3 Jn. 13, péAavos 
Kal kaAdpov, and 2 Co. ili. 3, ov péAave GAAG avevuarr. The 
material denoted is, of course, papyrus, the usual material for 
correspondence and for the cheaper kinds of books. Contrast 
2 Ti. iv. 13, maAuora tas peuBpdvas. Cf. Jer xlill., (xxxvi.) 23, 
egédurrev as 6 xaprys eis TO Tip. 

yevéoOa:} If there is any difference of meaning between this 
word and the more usual éAdety into which it has been altered in 
the Zextus Receptus, yevéoOar seems rather to mean to “pay a 
visit” (cf. 1 Co. il. 3, xvi. 10, Wa apdBus yévyrar mpos tpas). 
The intercourse which the coming makes possible is emphasized 
rather than the actual fact of coming. But cf. Tebtunis Pap. 
ii, 298 (p. 421), dua TO AaBeiv ce TatTd pov Ta ypdppara yevod 
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mpos pé, and also Jn. vi. 21 (éyévero emt ris ys), 25, Tore Ode 
yéeyovas ; 

ordpa mpds otdpa] Cf. 3 Jn. 14, and 1 Cor. xiii. 12, tpdcwrov 
mpos mpdcwmov: Nu. xii. 8, ordua Kata ordma (AD Sy m5). 

iva j xapan.t.A.] Ch 1 Jn. i 43; 3 Jn. 4. The object of the 
proposed visit is the same as that which the writer had in view in 
writing the First Epistle. It is generally to be noticed that the 
closest parallels in the Johannine writings are given some slightly 
different turn in different circumstances, which suggests that in 
both cases the writer is ws?mg his own favourite expressions rather 
than copying those of another. 


exwy N° A? BK LP al. pler. cat. vg. etc.] exw N* A* 27. 29. 61. 64. 
180 oS: evyov AK (17) arm. | yu] post ypapew 99 al.* st | ypadew] 
ypawar A 17. 73 gS | ovx] pr. sed arm. | wedavos Kat xaprov sah. | adda 
edmiufw NBKLP al. longe. plur. sah, syrbodletp Thphyl. Oec.] edmifw 
yap A 5. 13. 27. 29. 66**. 73 ds al.!° cat. vg. cop. arm. aeth. : edAmifwv 
68 | yeverOar NAB 5. 6. 7. 13. 27. 33. 65. 66**. 68. 137. 180 ds* vg. 
syr® Thphyl. Oecc™ (mapayeverGar)] eXOew K LP al. longe. plur. cat. tol. 
sah, syrbodl arm. aeth. Oect*t: wzdere boh-ed. | NaAnoa] Aadnoouer [> 2% 
(-) | nuwy SKLP al. pler. cat. syrbdletp arm. Thphyl. Oec.] vuwv AB 
5. 13. 27. 29. 65. 66**. 68. 69. 73. IOI. 104 c&* al.8 vg. cop. aeth. : mem 
sah. : om. 21. 37. 56. Nestle retains yuwy in his Greek text, but it is 
probably a correction into conformity with the common reading in the 
First Epistle | rer\ypwuern » X (qv N*) B vg. (et. fu. demid. harl. tol.) 
Thphyl.] 9 rerAnpwuevn AK LP al. omnid cat. am. Oec. 


13. The natural explanation of o¢ and 74 rékva is undoubtedly 
that which identifies the mother with her children, the Church, 
with the individual members of which it is composed. There is 
no difficulty in inventing hypotheses to account in other ways fo1 
the change between the singular and plural (cf. especially the 
tuas of the preceding verse), and the absence of any greeting 
from the “elect sister” herself. But is it worth while in view of 
the fact that so much simpler an explanation lies ready to hand? 
Cf. Windisch, “Die Grisse (nicht der Neffen und Nichten, 
sondern) der Glaubensgewissen am Orte des Schreibers.” 

tis ékdexths]| Cf ver. 1. The word does not occur elsewhere 
in the Johannine writings except in the Apocalypse (xvii. 14, oi 
per adrod KAnTol Kal éxextol Kal microti). But the writer’s use of 
it is perfectly natural in the light of Jn. xv. 16, 19, GAN éya 
eEecEdunv twas, and other passages in the Fourth Gospel and 
also in the Synoptists. Cf. 1 P. v. 13; Ro. xvi. 13. 


acmagerat oe] saluta syr? *t aeth. | rys adeAdys] matris boh-cod. | 
Tns ekhexTns] THs eKKAnoLAS 15. 26 fu. : om. 73: TyS EV Efeow 114: +7 Xapis 
HeO vuwy 68. 69. 103 (wera gov) syrbodletp arm.:+eratéa ef carites 
vel eae aeth.:+auyv KL al. pler. cat. fu. syrbodletp aethPP Thphyl. 
ec) 
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1. & mpeoButepos| Cf. 2 Jn. 1 note. 

Taiw| Three persons of this name are mentioned in the N.T. 
(1) Gaius the Macedonian, who is mentioned together with 
Aristarchus in connection with the tumult in the theatre at 
Ephesus (Ac. xix. 29). They are described as Macedonians, 
fellow travellers of S. Paul. (2) Gaius of Derbe, one of S. Paul’s 
companions on his last journey to Jerusalem. (3) Gaius of 
Corinth. Cf. Ro. xvi. 23, Tatos 6 €évos pov Kal dAns tis 
éxkAnoias: I Co. i. 14, Kpiomwov kat Tduov, whom S. Paul 
mentions as the only Corinthians, besides the household of 
Stephanas, whom he had baptized himself. Of this Gaius, 
Origen says that according to tradition he was the first Bishop 
of Thessalonica. Cf. Origen, Comm. in Ro. x. 41, “‘ Fertur sane 
traditione matiorum quod hic Gaius primus episcopus fuerit 
Thessalonicensis ecclesiae.” Dom Chapman’s ingenious attempt 
to connect the Epistle with Thessalonica on this ground is not 
convincing (see Introd.). Coenen (ZW7hv., 1872, p. 264 ff.) has 
attempted to show that Gaius of Corinth is intended in the 
“fictitious” address of this Epistle, on the ground of the 
similarity of the conditions prevailing here and at Corinth, as 
testified by the Pauline Epistles. The similarities are of too 
general a character either to compel identification or even to 
make it probable. Coenen’s interpretation of o épxdmevos (2 Co. 
xi. 4) as a “pillar apostle whom S. Paul’s opponents threatened to 
invite to Corinth to overthrow his authority,” is certainly not 
helped by the statement in our Epistle of the Elder’s intention 
of paying a visit to the Church of Gaius. But perhaps it is not 
necessary now to spend time in dealing with the theory that the 
two smaller Johannine Epistles owe their origin to the desire of 
the “great unknown” to gain credence for the view that his 
more important forgeries (the Gospel and First Epistle) were 
really the work of the son of Zebedee. As Windisch says, “III. 


(2.é. 3 Jn.) fiir Fiktion zu craven, widerspricht allen gesunden 
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Sinnen.” The statement in Const. Afostol. vii. 46, that Gaius 
was the first Bishop of Pergamus, is of too slight historical value 
to guide our conjectures as to the recipient of this Epistle (wd. 
Introd.). Bartlet’s suggestion of Thyatira does not claim more 
than relative probability. But all such attempts at identification 
of the Church or the individual addressed are mere speculation. 
Where our knowledge is inadequate the building up of hypothesis 
is of the nature of pastime rather than of serious work. Truer 
scholarship is seen in Harnack’s less interesting judgment, 
‘Gaius, to whom (the Epistle) is addressed, receives no title of 
honour. That he occupied a prominent position in his Church 
is clear from what follows.” In Commentaries, if not in peri- 
odicals, the rule should be remembered that “there is a time to 
keep silence.” 

+ d&yamntd] A favourite word of the writer of these Epistles, 
in which it occurs ten times, though it is not found in the 
Gospel. For its use in salutations, cf. Ro. i. 7, xvi. 5, 8, 9, 12 ; 
Col. iv. 9, 74; 2 Ti. 1.2; Philem. 1. 

dv... adnbeta] Cf 2 Jn. x (notes). 


eyw] om. boh-cod. 


2. wept mévrwv] must be taken with evododcAa. The writer 
prays for the prosperity of Gaius in all respects, and especially 
in the matter of health. There is no need to alter wepi ravtwv 
into the conventional zpd wdvrwy of epistolary introductions. 
The converse change would be far more likely to have taken 
place. 

edododc0ar] Bartlet’s ingenious conjecture that the other name 
of Gaius may have been Euodias, is again outside the sphere of 
commentary. The word is part of the common and conventional 
language of Epistles. For its use in the N.T., compare Ro. i. 10; 
1 Co. xvi. 2. Cf. also Hermas, Szm. vi. 3, 5. 

dytaiverw] The word may Zossibly suggest that Gaius’ health 
had caused his friends anxiety; but it certainly does not 
necessarily do so. Its use in letters is conventional. Cf. 
Oxyrh. Pap. ii, 293 (p. 293), Avoviovos Adipn tH ddeAd7 
mAeaoTa xatpev Kat ua ravro[s] tyvaiverv, and ii, 292 (p. 292), 
mpo Ot mavTwv tytaivew oe evxouat GBacKdvTws TA GpioTa TpdTouV. 

KaQas .. . wuyy] Cf. Philo, Quzs rer. div. heres, p. 514 (Wend- 
land, iil. p. 65). Philo is commenting on “ per’ eipnvys tpadeis” 
(Gn. xv. 15). dre ody rotro ovpBycerar; drav <dodH pev Ta éxTds 
mpos evrropiav Kal evdokiav, edodG S& TA THparos mpds dyledv TE 
kal ioxdv, edod} S& Ta Woxns mpds arddAavow dperav. The refer- 
ence is to be found in Wettstein. 


ka vycavew] om. boh-codd, | cafws]+ Kae 7° 34 (137), 


@ 
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8. éxdpyy] Cf. 2 Jn. 43 Ph. iv. ro. 

€pxouevwy . . . Kat paptupovvtwyv| The tense almost precludes 
the reference of the words to a single occasion, and their 
evidence should not be so interpreted in attempts to discover 
the historical setting of the Epistles. They suggest rather the 
means by which the Elder kept himself in touch with the 
Churches for whose welfare he regarded himself as responsible, 
and over which he exercised his supervision. 

vou TH &AnGeia] As always in the Johannine writings, “truth” 
covers every sphere of life, moral, intellectual, spiritual. Those 
who visited Ephesus had from time to time borne witness that 
Gaius’ whole life corresponded to the highest standard of life and 
conduct. 

mepumatets| Cf. note on 1 Jn. i. 6. 


exapnv yao ABCKL Pal. pler. boh-codd. syrbedletp Thphyl. Oec.] 
om. yap & 4. 5. 6. 13. 25. 65. 100 ds* vg. boh-ed. sah. arm. aeth. | cov] 
oo J** (328) sah. (uid.) | 77 adydeca] tyv adydeav [#8 1100 (395); 
carttatt boh-cod. | cv] pr. kas 22. 56. 80. 98 arm-codd. (uid.): om, A 37. 


4. petlotépay] Cf. éAayuororépw, Eph. iii. 8; Deissmann, Bisel 
Studien, p. 142, who quotes Pap. Lond. 130, weysrrdraros. 

totwy| explained by the clause introduced by iva. The 
plural is used instead of the singular, as the writer is thinking of 
more than one occasion on which he had experienced the joy of 
which he speaks. If this explanation of the plural is correct 
there is no need to correct the text by supplying 7 before iva, as 
Wilamowitz suggests (Hermes, 1898, p. 531). In his interesting 
note on the Epistle he does not offer any explanation of rovrwr. 
Cf. Jn. xv. 13, peilova tavrys aydryv ovdels exer, iva Tus THY WuxXHV 
avrod 67. The 7 is actually found in one Greek cursive. 

xapév| The variant xdpw is probably due to a scribe, who 
substituted a commoner phrase. Cf. 2 Cor. i. 15. For xapd, 
chit |e. 1.4; 2) Jn 12; Philem. 7. 

Ta éua tékva] Those over whom he exercises his fatherly 
supervision, whether actually his ‘‘children in the faith” or not. 
The bearing of this phrase on the meaning of réxva, in the Second 
Epistle should not be overlooked. 


petforepay] pecforepov 1°71 (_): wecfova 137 | Tovrwy ove exw] post 
xapay £7 (33) [2505 182 (69) OF (154) | rovrwy] Taurns 27. 29. 31. 40. 
66**, 68. 69. 73 ds* al. fere.!? sah. boh-ed. syr>ot! Dam. | ovk exw] post 
xapav C 31. 68 aeth, | ove] om. /° 354 (137) | exw B* | xapayv NACKLP 
al. pler. cat. tol. arm. sah.] yapw B 7. 35 vg. cop. | wa] pr. » 69 vg. 
(matorem horum .. . quam ut) vid. sup. | axovow /* 76 885 (301) | rexva] 
omdayxya L° 44 (335). 


5. dyamnté] Cf. vv. 1, 2. 
muorév roves] either (1) “thou doest a faithful thing,” an 
action corresponding to the faith that is in thee, which is the 
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natural meaning of the word, if we consider the general usage of 
the writer, though there is no exact parallel; or (2) “thou 
makest sure whatsoever thou mayest do,” thou doest that which 
shall not ‘fail of its true issue,” shall receive its due reward. 
Cf. Xen. (quoted by Wettstein) dy peév dé tradra rovety mord, 
dujpovs Soréov. 

8 édv épydon] The judgment is expressed absolutely, the 
present tense being used. The 3 édv épydéoy covers both the 
past action, to which the recipients of Gaius’ hospitality have 
borne public witness before the Ephesian Church, and the future 
benefits, which the Elder feels confident that Gaius will confer at 
his request. : 

kal todTo &vous] For kat rodro, cf. 1 Co. vi. 6, ddeAdds pera 
dSeAdod Kpiverat, Kal TodTo éwt daiorwy: Ph. i. 28, évOeéis .. . 
tuav S& cwrnpias, kal totro dxd Oeod: Eph. ii. 8, rH yap xapere 
éoré cecwopevor dua Tictews’ kal TodTo ovk é& tuadv. Its use in 
Ro. xiii. 11 is rather different. 

The recognition of the duty of ¢Aofevia among Christians is 
fully testified, 1 Ti. v. 10; Ro. xii. 13; He. xiii. 2; 1 P. iv..9, 
as also the special duties of the leaders in this respect, r Ti. 
iil. 2; Tit. i. 8. Cf. also Herm. Sim. ix. 27, éx d¢ Tod dpous Tod 
dexarov, ov noav dévopa oxerracovra mpoBard. Twa, ot TLOTEVTOVTES 
Towvrol eigw* émicKkomoe didoevor, oltwes Hdews eis TOYS olKOUS 
éavtGv mavrote tredéEavtTo Tovs SovAovs Tod Oeod arep troxpioews 

. OvTOL oby mavTEs oKEeTacOyoovTaL tro Tod Kupiov diaTavTos. 
Justin, Afol. i. 67, airds (sc. & mpoeotws) érikoupet . . . Kal TOUS 
TapEeTrLonwors vot E€vots. 

micro] pr. uenim et boh-cod.: micrws J*1% (310) | epyaon NB 
CKLP al. omn"4 cat. etc.] epyatn A | rovs] om. H (WV) | cae rovro 
NABC 17. 27. 29. 33. 66**. 68. 81. 97. 126™E vg, syrbodletP sah, cop. arm. 


aeth.] xae ravra Z* °F (83): Kae evs Tous K L P al. pler. ds‘ (om. Tous) cat. 
Thphyl. Oec. 


6. ot euaptipyoav «.t.A.] The aydrn to which they bore 
witness was clearly manifested in the hospitable reception of 
those who were strangers to him, some of whom must subse- 
quently have visited Ephesus. It is natural to interpret this 
verse as referring to one of the occasions mentioned in ver. 3, or 
more than one if the witness is to be regarded as a single fact, 
though including a series of acts. 

évdtuov éxxdyoias| The absence of the article is significant. 
The anarthrous phrase denotes a meeting of the Church at 
which the witness was borne. Cf. 1 Co. xiv. 19, 35, év éxkAnoia: 
Jn. xviii. 20, év cvvaywyf kal év 7G iepd: also vi. 50. 

kah@s Toujoers Tponeppas| The reading zoujoas mporéuipers is 
probably a correction. «aAés moujoes is a common phrase in 
letters, and no special stress should be laid on it. It is a con- 
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ventional expression. In many papyrus letters the double future 
occurs. Many letter writers would have written xaAds zroujoes 
mpoméupers. But the textual evidence does not justify our 
attributing such a solecism to the author. For the phrase, cf. 
Tebtunis Pap. i. 56, p. 167, Kadds oby romjoys cdxapiorqva 
mpdtov pev Tots Geois Sevrepov dé cHoar Wuyas woAAds: 57, p. 168, 
Kars ody Troujoes drokvoas avrovs: Oxyrh. Pap. ii. 294 (p. 294), 
ed obvy rojors ypdwas por avriddvyow: 297 (p. 298), Kadds 
mromoes ypawes dua mirraxiwy: 299 (p. 300), Kadds moujoes 
memes por adtds: 300 (p. 301), Karas rojoes dvripwvicacd 
prot Ore exouicov: i, 116 (p. 182), Kadr@s ody oujoavres SdrE 
Tapdppwve. It is so common that a schoolboy uses it sarcasti- 
cally, ii. 119, Kad@s érotnoes odk adrévnyés pe pete cod eis wdduv. 
Cf. also ps.-Aristias, 39, KaAds ody moujoes Kal tis werépas 
omovdns asiws émdefdpevos avdpas K.7.4.: 46, Kadds ody roupoes 
. » . Tpoordéas. 
mpomreppas] Cf. Tit. iil, 13, cmovdaiws mpdreppov tva pndev 
avrots Aci. It is also found in Acts and the earlier Pauline 
Epistles (Ro. ; 1, 2 Co.). 
déiws tod Geod|] Cf. 1 Th. il, 12, eis 76 repurarety bas agiws Tod 
Geod Tod KadotvTos buds x.7.A. The adverb is also found with the 
following genitives : ray éyiwv (Ro. xvi. 2), rijs kAjoews (Eph. iv. 1), 
Tov evayyeAlov Tod Xpiorod (Ph. i. 27), rod Kupiov (Col. i. 10). 
ot] o K | cov] cor 7* * (328): om, 2° 88 (35) | ryv ayarny A® (61) 
Le 64 (137) | exkAnowas] pr. THs £% 700. 17. 101 (83) O46 (154): ecclestarum 
eorum koh-ed. | ovs] ov B* | ronoes mpomenpas NABK LP etc. (rovers 
7. 18. 27. 29. 68 demid. tol. al.) am. fu. tol. demid. boh-sah.] rovnoas 


mpoTeupes C vg. (benefaciens deduces) arm. (deducts) | aéwws] akcous 
[#7. 279 (505) | rov Beov] Tw O@ J* ™ (505) O* (154): om. L**° (236). 


7%. Sep yap Tod évéuatos| gives the reason why they deserve 
such help. For the phrase, cf. Ac. v. 41, xaipovres . .. Ort 
KatnsioOnoav tmrép Tov dyduatros arysacOjyva, We may also 
compare Ro. i. 5, irép tov dvdépatos aitot. Dom Chapman’s 
interpretation of the phrase as hinting at ‘withdrawal from the 
scene of persecution,” or even banishment, at a time when the 
mere fact of being a Christian was enough to procure condem- 
nation (cf. 1 P. iv. 14, «i dverdileoOe év dvépare XpioTov: 15, wy ws 
govels .. . ef 8 ds Xprotiavds, py aicyvvéoOw) is wholly un- 
natural. As Bartlet has pointed out, it might be possible if the 
phrase used were 514 76 dvoua. 

The absolute use of rd évowa, which is found in the passage 
quoted from Acts (cf. also Ph. ii. 9), is also to be found in 
Ignatius (ad Epa. iii. et yap kal dédenor ev 76 dvdpare: vii. cioPaow 
yap twes S0Aw TovnpS 76 dvowa wepipépetv GAAa TwWd TpdooorTes 
avaéva Oeod: ad Philad. x. Sofdou 7d dvoya). The “name” is 
clearly that of Christ. The fact that their having gone out on 
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behalf of the name is put forward as the reason why they deserve 
hospitality, certainly does not carry with it the necessity of 
regarding the “‘name” as that of “brother.” Missionaries no 
doubt proclaimed the brotherhood of believers, but their first 
duty was to proclaim the name of Christ. 
é&\av] probably from Ephesus, though Dr. Westcott’s more 
cautious statement, ‘from some Church well known to the 
Apostle and Gaius,” is alone completely justified by the facts 
known to us from the Epistle and by the language used. 
pdev AapBdvovtes| The form of the sentence (udev) states 
more than the bare fact. It was their custom, a custom which 
emphasized the character of their work, to carry out the spirit of 
the Commission to the Twelve (Mt. x. 8, dwpeay éAd Bere, Swpedy 
ddre), and the tradition established by Paul (cf. 2 Co. xii. 14, 
Eroipws éxw eAOeiv mpds tuas, kal od KaTavapkyjcw ov yap Cyto Ta 
tpav adXN tyads: 1 Th. il. 9, vuxrds Kat juepas épyalopevor pds TO 
pH emiBapnoal twa tuadv exnpvgamev cis tyGs TO evayyévov Tov 
Oeod. They carried out as their rule of mission work the Pauline 
custom of refusing support from those amongst whom they were 
working as Missionaries. They had therefore a special claim on 
the hospitality and help of the Churches in places through 
which they had to pass. There is an interesting parallel to the 
sentence in the Didache xi. 6, éepydjevos 8& 6 amdcroAos pndev 
AapBaverw ei pw) Aprov, ews od aidicOf, édv Sé dpyvpiov airy Wevdo- 
mpopytys éativ. It is hardly necessary to deal at length with the 
interpretation which connects é&7AOay with dad rév eOvixGy, and 
bases their claim to help on the fact that they had been expelled 
from their home because of their faith, “eiecti erant propter 
religionem ab extraneis, nihilque secum apportauerunt” (Carpzov 
quoted by Poggel). 
amd tov Ovikdv] For Aap Bdvew with dad, cf. Mt. xvii. 25, dad 
tivov KapBdvovow téAn; and for the contrast between Christians 
and é0vixot, cf. Mt. v. 47, éav dordonade tods adeAgods buav povoy, 
tt TEpiacov ToveiTe ; Ox! Kal of COviKol 7d add ToLodow ; 
Tov ovowaros SNA BCKLP al. plu. cat, am, fu. sah. cop. syr? &t arm- 
ed. Thphyl. Oec. Bed.]+avrov minusc. mu. vg. demid. syrbodletp arm- 
cod. aeth. | AauBavovres] NaBovres Z> 157 (29) | aro] mapa 5. 13. 29. 118 


dsr al. | eOvxwy SN ABC al.” fu. tol. (gentzlibus) boh-ed.] e@vwy K LP 
al. longe. plu. boh-codd. : gentzbus vg. am. demid. sah. 


8. j\uets ody] In view of their policy of refusing support from 
the heathen to whom they minister, we Christians are under a 
special obligation to do what we can to forward their work. 

dpeidopev] Cf. 1 Jn. ii. 6, ili, 16, iv. rx, and Jn. xiii. 14. 

brokapBdvew] The droAauBdvew of the Zextus Receptus 
must be merely a scribe’s error; the word is always used in the 
sense of receiving or getting, or getting back what is due (cf. 
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2 Jn. 8, pucbdv wAnpyn arodaByte). trodapBdvew occurs else- 
where in the N.T. only in the Lucan writings, in the various 
senses of answer, suppose, receive (vepédy bréraBev airov ard Tov 
épOarpav, Ac. i. 9). The usage of the LXX is similar. But in 
other Greek it is often used in the sense of vececving with 
hospitality, and especially of supporting. Cf. Strabo, p. 653, of 
eUropot Tovs évOecis troAapBdvovow. It suggests support as well 
as welcome. 

Tods tovodtous] Cf. 1 Co. xvi. 16, iva Kal duets trordocyobe 
Tos TOLOvTOLS Kal TaVvTL TO TvvepyovyTl, and ver. 18, emvywooKere 
ovy Tovs To.ovTovs. All who act on such principles have a claim 
on our help and support. 

guvepyot yt. Ti adnOeia] The word may mean either (1) 
become fellow-workers with them in the cause of the truth, or 
(2) become fellow-workers with the Truth. In support of (1) are 
quoted 2 Co. Vili. 23, xowwvos éuds Kal eis tuds ovvepyds: Col. 
iv. I, obro pdvor ovvepyot eis THY BactAcfay Tod Oeod. There is 
no other example of ovvepyds with the dative in the N.T., the 
usual construction being with the genitive, either of the person 
or the work, or with a preposition. But the dative with ovvepyeiv 
is not uncommon. Cf. Ja. ii. 22, ) miotis ovvypyet Tots epyous 
avrov. Cf. also 1 Es. vii. 2, cvvepyovvres Tots tpeoBurépos Tay 'I. : 
1 Mac. xil. 1, 6 Katpds aird ovvepyet. In view of this usage, and 
the writer’s use of dA76ea, which he often almost personifies, the 
second is more probably the correct interpretation. Cf. ver. 12, 
amr auras THs GAnOeias. 

vrovapBavew % A BC* 13, 16. 27. 29. 46. 66**. 68. 73. 126™E Oecco] 
post rovouvrovs °° (316): amrodapuBavew Cv K L P al. pler. cat. Thphyl. 


| yevwueOa] post adydera 2275 (326): yerwueda K 42. 69. 105 al. fere.!? 
cat. Thphyl: yivouweba C 100 | adyde] exkAnow N* A, 


9. zypapa| The addition of ay is clearly an attempt to 
remove the (supposed) difficulty of admitting that a letter 
written by an Apostle has not been preserved, or could have 
failed in its object. It must have been added at a time when 
the supposed reference to the Second Epistle was unknown, or 
at any rate not accepted. 

a] Cf. Mt. xx. 20, airotod tu dx’ atrot. It must be taken 
as strictly indefinite. It suggests neither something great 
(Gal. ii. 6, rév doxovvrwr etvaé 71) nor something insignificant. 
Its omission in the Zextus Receptus is probably due to error. 

+4 éxk\yoia] The local Church of which Gaius and Diotrephes 
were members. Cf. S. Paul’s usage in his earlier Epistles 
(1, 2 Th.; Gal.; 1, 2 Co.) and the usage of the Apocalypse 
(i> 4,41: 1, €te.). 

In spite of the close resemblance in form between the 
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Second and Third Epistles, which certainly favours the view 
that they are companion Epistles, and the many points of 
similarity in the circumstances of the Churches to which, or to 
members of which, they are addressed, the context of ver. 9 
makes it almost impossible to see in the words éypaya 7 77 
éxxAyoia a reference to the Second Epistle. (Cf. Introduction, 
Ixxxiii.) It must, of course, be admitted that Diotrephes probably 
favoured, or at least condoned, the Gnostic or other teaching 
which the writer condemns in the Second Epistle. And in 
spite of what Harnack has said, it is doubtful whether that 
Epistle “must have contained a reference to the sins of Diotre- 
phes if it had been addressed to the Church of which he was 
a member.” But ver. 9 must be read as it stands, between verses 
8 and 10. The reception, or the refusal to receive, the Mission- 
ary brethren is the subject of both these verses. The letter to 
which reference is made in the intermediate verse, and which 
the writer fears that Diotrephes will suppress or persuade his 
Church to neglect, if, indeed, he has not already done so, must 
have contained some reference to the question of the hospitable 
reception of these brethren. If we add to this the totally 
different aim of the two letters, on which Harnack rightly lays 
stress, the warning zof to receive false brethren in the Second, 
and the exhortation to welcome the true brethren in the Third 
Epistle, the case against the supposed reference is convincingly 
strong. The most natural interpretation of the words is that 
the Elder wrote to the Church a letter of similar content to the 
private letter to Gaius, exhorting them to show hospitality to 
Demetrius and the brethren whom he commends to their care: 
but knowing the power of Diotrephes to oppose his wishes he 
wrote a private letter to Gaius, a member of the Church on 
whose loyalty he could thoroughly depend. The Second Epistle, 
with its sharply expressed prohibition of any intercourse with 
those who claimed the rights of brethren, but who had forfeited 
them by their false teaching, fails altogether to correspond to 
the requirements of the case. 

édX’] The letter had been written, but the writer feared that 
it would fail to secure the carrying out of his wishes. 

gA\oTpwredwy| not found elsewhere, except in Patristic writ- 
ings, where it is derived from this passage. A scholion in 
Matthaei (p. 162) explains it as equivalent to 6 idaprdlwv ra 
mpwteia. The cognate iAdmpwros and ¢iAompwreia are both 
found. Of the passages quoted by Wettstein in illustration of 
the word two will suffice: Plutarch, A/abiad. p. 192, dice dé 
ToAAGv dvtwv Kal peyddov wabav év aitG 7d didSverxov iryupdra- 
tov jv Kal 7d diddrpwrov: Agesil, 596 D, diroverkdraros yap dv 
kal Oupoedérraros ev Tots véows Kal mdvta tpwrede Bovddmevos. 
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The word expresses ambition, the desire to have the first place 
in everything. It should not be pressed either to prove or dis- 
prove the possession by Diotrephes of an “episcopal” position. 
It certainly does not suggest ‘“‘aspiring to a place of already 
obtained.” 

aitév] The members of the Church to which the Elder 
had written. For the construction, cf. 1 Co. i. 2, 77 éxxAnota Tod 

Geod . . . Hryvacpevors ev Xpiore@ “Inooi. 
obk émddxerar pds] éridéxerOar is not found in the N.T., 
except here and in the following verse, where it is used in a 
somewhat different sense. Diotrephes refuses to recognize the 
authority of the Elder and those who side with him. Cf. 
t Mac. x. 1, xareAdBero Hrodcuaida kat éredégayto arov Kali éBact- 
Aevoevy éxer: xil. 8, ewedeEato . . . Tov dvdpa. . . evddéws: xii. 43, 
xiv. 23. In papyri it is used for ‘‘accepting” the terms, of a 
lease, etc. (esp. éridexouar prcfdcacbat), For its use in ver. 10 
we may compare Oxyrh. Pap. ii. 281 (p. 272), éy® pev ody ém- 
de~apevyn adrov eis Ta TOV ydvewy pov oiKkNTHpLa NevTOV TaVTEAGs SvTa. 
eypawa] eypayas Bsah.:+av N° 13. 15. 18. 26. 29. 33**. 36. 4o. 49. 
66**. 73. 180 ds cat. vg. syrbodletp | 778 A BC 7. 29. 66**. 68 sab. cop. 
arm.] om. K L P al. pler. vg. syrbodletP aeth. Thphyl. Oec. | add] guza 
sah. | 0] ore 7*1%- 37 (779) | avrwr] pr. Tn adnOera L227 (156) | Acorpedys] 
Acorpodns 7% 784 (233) boh-cod.: Acatpegns A (61) | orpepns HS (v) 

| ovx] ovde 7! (61) | amodéxerar /* 7f (96), 


10. 8a todto] Because of his refusal to recognize our 
authority, and the lengths to which he has gone in opposing 
us in consequence. 

édy 2\@w| Those who find in the Second Epistle the letter 
to which ver. 9 refers naturally see in these words a reference 
to ver. 12 of that Epistle (eAwi{w yevéoOar mpds tas). They 
are equally well explained by the expectation expressed in ver. 14 
of this letter. The writer perhaps speaks somewhat less con- 
fidently (édv) of his coming than he does of the arrival of false 
teachers in the Church to which 2 jn. is addressed (ei tus 
épxera). But the difference between the two constructions 
cannot be pressed. 

imopvjow| Cf. Jn. xiv. 26, iropvjce tpas mavra & elroy tyiv 
éydé. The Elder will recall to them the whole conduct of their 
leader and show it in its true light. 

+. &pya| Cf. Jn. iii. 19 ff. (‘va pty EAeyXOR ra Epya abrod.. . 
iva pavepwOh adrod ra épya). The writer is confident that the 
conduct of Diotrephes will not stand the light of truth, and 
that the Church will recognize the fact. 

Aéyots wovnpois «.7.d.] Two accusations are brought against 
Diotrephes: his boastful opposition to the Elder and his friends, 
and his harsh action in the matter of the Missionaries. 
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dduapav] Cf. 1 Ti. v. 13, od pdvov S& dpyat ddAG Kat prvapor 
(werbosae, vg.) Kal epiepyot, Aadodcar 7a py Séovra. Oecu- 
menius interprets dvrl rod AowWopdv, kaxodoyav. The word is not 
found elsewhere in the N.T. It emphasizes the emptiness of 
the charges which Diotrephes brings against the Elder in so 
many words. 

pa) dpkeobels emt toUTors] Cf. 1 Ti. vi. 8, tovrous dpxecOynodpeba : 
He. xiii. 5, dpxovpevor tots rapodow. The construction with éré 
is not found elsewhere in the N.T. The nearest parallel to this 
passage is, perhaps, 2 Mac. v. 15, ov« dpxeoGels 5€ rovTois KareToA- 
pnoe eis TO. . . lepov cice Beir. 

oute . . kat] For the construction, cf. Jn. iv. 11, ovre avtAnpua 
exes Kal TO Hpéap éoriv Bab. 

émdéxetar Tos adeApods}] Cf. note on ver. 9. This refusal 
to receive the brethren probably has special reference to some 
former visit of the Missionaries, when Diotrephes refused to 
receive them in spite of the commendatory letter which they 
brought with them. But the present indicates a general practice 
rather than a particular incident. The words may simply mean 
that D. will not recognize as true Christians the brethren who 
side with the Presbyter. He will recognize neither the Presbyter 
nor his followers. It is better, however, not to exclude the 
reference to Diotrephes’ former ill-treatment of those whom the 
Elder now commends to Gaius. The question of the welcome 
to be given to those who went from place to place trép rod 
dvéuatos Was an important one at the time, and probably for 
some time afterwards. Cf. Didache xii. 1, m&s 5% 6 épxdmevos 
ev dvémate Kupiov dexOyrw érerta d& Soxiyudoavres avrov yvadoerde, 
and the whole chapter, esp. § 5, ei 8 ov Oder otrw rorety, xpic- 
Téumopos éotiv* mpocexere Ard THY TOLOUTWY. 

tods Bovdopevous] sc. éridéxeoGar. His custom is to put every 
hindrance in the way of their carrying out their wishes, or he 
actually prevents them. The description of his action does not 
decide his position. The words used express action possible 
either in the case of a “‘ monarchical” bishop, or of an influential 
and self-willed leader. 

ék Tis exkAnotas éxBddder] Jn. ix. 34f. is rightly quoted in 
illustration. But the difference in tense should also be noticed 
(kat e&€Badrov atrov é£w). Again a policy or practice is described 
rather than a single incident. And the words cannot be used to 
determine the exact position of Diotrephes. Even if he had 
already obtained the “‘ monarchical” position he could not have 
inflicted the penalty of excommunication without the concurrence 
of the whole Church. And a leading presbyter might well 
succeed in forcing his will on the community. The words, 
therefore, only indicate the position of power to which he had 


A 
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attained. And they do not determine whether the sentence of 
excommunication had been actually carried out, either in the 
case of those who wished to receive the Missionaries to whom 
reference is made in this Epistle, or in any other case. 

The suggestion of Carpzov, revived by Poggel, to make rots 
adeAgovs the object of ex THs exxAnoias éxBddXe, involves a con- 
struction which is intolerably harsh. The writer’s love of 
parenthesis, even if 6 eiww#y is the true reading in Jn. i. 15, 
hardly goes so far as this. And the arguments by which it is 
supported are not convincing: (1) Diotrephes could not have 
expelled those whose only offence was the desire to show 
hospitality to the Missionaries ; (2) if he succeeded in preventing 
them from carrying out their wishes, why should he go further ? 


vrouvnow]) eheyEw O* (154) | epyal+mala boh-cod. | rovnpors doyous 
{45180 (1319) | yuas] pr. es C vg. : vmas A716? (61) 7# 8 (395) 7b 62 (498) [¢ 258 
(56) | ec] om. 6? (61) | ercdexerar] vrodexerau £27 174 (3207) + wos neque 
acipit sal” | BovAdowevous NABK LP al. pler. cat. am. fu. cop. syrP tt 
aeth. Thphyl. Oec.] emdexopuevous C 5. 7. 27. 29. 66** vg. demid. tol. sah, 
syrbodl et pmg arm. :+sasczpere boh. | ex—exBadder] exBaddee Kav KwAveL rns 
exk\nowas 4| ek ABCK LP al. plu. Thphyl. Oec.]om. 8 2. 3. 15. 25. 26. 
836543595 = 95. 094 TOONDS hs" 


11. dyamyré] Cf. note on ver. 2. 

pr pupod 76 kaxdv| Cf. He. xiii. 7; 2 Th. iii. 7,9. The use of 
gaddoy is more frequent in this writer, but xaxdv is found in Jn. 
XViil. 23 (€f Kax@s €AdAynoA paptipynoov mept Tod Kakod). It is not 
necessary to limit the writer’s meaning to the examples of evil 
and good afforded by Diotrephes and Demetrius, especially as 
the conduct of the latter would seem to have needed apology. 
If two special examples are intended, they must be the action of 
Diotrephes, and that of Gaius and his friends who wished to 
show hospitality. But the writer’s object is rather to set two 
courses of action in the sharpest possible contrast, and to help 
forward a right decision by showing the true character of the 
point at issue in all its simplicity. Viewed rightly, it is simply a 
matter of refusing the evil and choosing the good. There are 
times when the simplest platitude in the mouth of authority is 
the expression of the truest wisdom ; cf. Mk. ili. 4 (=Lk. vi. 9). 

6 dyaboroay ék tod Oeod éorty] Cf. 1 Jn. ili. 9, 10. He who 
“ does good” shows by his conduct that the inspiration which 
dominates his life and work comes from God. He who “ does 
evil” shows similarly that he has not made even the first step 
towards union with God; cf. 1 Jn. ili. 6, ras 6 dpoprdvev oix 
éwpaxev adrov (Dr. Westcott’s note) ; Jn. ili. 3, 5. 

For the use of éyaforovety, kaxoroetv, and cognate words, cf. 
t P. ii,,.17, i 15,) 20, iit, 6, iv. 10, i. t2,:14,4v. 15. Several 
points of connection between 2 and 3 John and 1 Peter have 
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been noticed by Dom Chapman in his articles on the historical 
setting of these Epistles. 


02?>NABCKP hb al. longe. plu. cat. d vg. boh-codd. sah. syr?] 
+6e L 31 as“ al. mu. tol. boh-ed. arm. aeth. Did. Dam. Thphyl. Oec. 


12. Anpytptw] Nothing is known of Demetrius except what 
can be gathered from the Epistle itself. The conjecture that he 
should he identified with the Demas mentioned in the Pauline 
Epistles (Col. iv. 14; Philem. 24, and 2 Ti. iv. 10), and the less 
improbable suggestion of his identity with the Ephesian silver- 
smith whose opposition to S. Paul is recorded in Ac. xix. 21 ff, 
have been referred to in the Introduction. Purely conjectural 
identification is hardly a branch of serious historical study. But 
the mention of Demetrius here may be interpreted in different 
ways. (i.) It is possible to regard him as a member of the 
Church of Gaius and Diotrephes, whose conduct had somehow 
or other given cause for suspicion, even if we cannot follow the 
ingenious attempts of Weiss to show that he must have been the 
leader of the Church to whom under the special circumstances 
of the case the Elder had sent his letter to the Church (ver. 9), 
and of whose attitude Gaius was uncertain, as he stood between 
the two parties (Weiss, p. 210). 

(ii.) With greater probability he has been regarded as the 
bearer of the Epistle (3 Jn.). Wilamowitz and others are 
probably right in finding in this Epistle a commendatory letter 
on behalf of Demetrius and his companions. The special 
emphasis of ver. 12 is most easily explained, as Dom Chapman, 
Mr. Bartlet and others have seen, by the supposition that 
Demetrius had fallen under suspicion, though the grounds for 
such suspicion are altogether unknown. On the whole, the 
hypothesis which best suits the facts of the case which are 
known to us is that he was one of the Missionaries, perhaps their 
leader. The main object of the letter is to commend them to 
the hospitality of the Church of Gaius. This the Elder had 
already attempted to do in a letter written to the Church. But 
his object had been frustrated by the machinations of Diotrephes, 
who had succeeded in forcing his will upon the Church. 
Probably Diotrephes had found his task the easier because of 
suspicions felt about Demetrius, which were not altogether 
unwarranted. We cannot, however, say more than that of 
several possible hypotheses this is the most probable. 

am’ adrtijs Tis &\nOetas] Cf. Papias’ quotation of the words of 
the Elder (Eus. H. Z. iil. 39. 3), da adris mapaywopevas Tis 
adnGeias. The tendency to personify the Truth is clearly marked 
in the Johannine writings. The relation of the Truth, as thus 
personified, to Christ and to the Spirit is not so clearly defined. 
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In view of the language of the Farewell discourses in the Gospel 
(cf. especially Jn. xvi. 13), and the statement of 1 Jn. v. 6, d7u 76 
mvevpa éotw % GAyjGea, there is much to be said in favour of 
Huther’s view, that the expression air? 7 adyOea is not merely a 
personification of Truth, but a description of the Holy Spirit. 
Against this, however, must be set the language of Jn. xiv. 6, 
éyd eis . . . 4 GA7Gea, With this want of clearness we natur- 
ally compare the difficulty which is so often found in the First 
Epistle of determining whether the writer is speaking of the 
Father or the Son. The writer does not think in the terms of 
modern conceptions of personality as applied to the Godhead, or 
of the more precise definitions which were the result of the 
Trinitarian controversies. His function is rather to provide the 
material out of which later thought developed clearer definition. 

In what manner the “Truth” is said to bear witness to 
Demetrius is a different question. Probably it is in so far as his 
life and conduct show those who know him that the ideal of 
Christianity has been realized in him, that he “abides in the 
truth.” 

id mévtav] If any qualification of the words is necessary, that 
of Oecumenius will serve the purpose, trav tiv dAjnOeay ExdvTwr. 
And his further suggestion is appropriate, «¢ tus 76 td mavrwv Kat 
émi trav ariotwv exAdBor dia 7d TEepiAnrTiKdv TOD was popiov, ov 
Kak@s ovTOs troAapwBdvev dwpabein, and also his comparison of 
S. Paul’s mdvra wacw dpécxw, But the natural exaggeration of 
this use of révtwv, where the meaning practically is ‘all whom 
the matter may concern,” or “all who might be expected to do 
the thing spoken of,” is common in all language, and is best left 
to explain itself. 

kat pers 8¢€] For the construction, and also for the com- 
bination of the witness of men with the higher witness, cf. Jn. 
xv. 26f, éxelvos paprupyoe rept nod’ kal tpels Se paprupeire, dre 
ax apxns pet euod eoré. The meaning of jets in these Epistles 
is often difficult to determine,—a difficulty which is unnecessarily 
exaggerated by the attempt to discover one meaning which it 
must have throughout. It is certainly unsatisfactory to find in 
it an expression for the atrdmra: of the Province of Asia as often 
as Dr. Zahn suggests, a fact which his critics are never tired of 
emphasizing. But there are several passages in which the writer 
would certainly seem to mean by jets himself and all who can 
speak with authority as to the truth of Christianity and the 
teaching of Christ, and where he is, perhaps, thinking primarily 
of acompany, most of whose lives “‘ have passed into the unseen.” 
At any rate, he means something more than “I and those who 
are like-minded with me.” It is not altogether fanciful to 
suppose that the words of Jn. xv. 26f. are in his mind as he 
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writes. In the present verse, however, there is nothing to 
suggest that he means more than “we who are personally 
acquainted with Demetrius.” 

oidas k.t.A.] The close connection of this clause with Jn. xxi. 
24, Kal oldapev drt dAnONS abTod HY paptupia éoriv, is Obvious. 
There is very little to determine which should be regarded as the 
echo of the other. 

oidas|] The plural of the Zextus Receptus is not well supported, 
and the personal appeal to Gaius is more natural. Possibly the 
correction is due to the influence of the plural in Jn. xxi. 24. 

The writer apparently makes his appeal to Gaius’ knowledge 
of himself, and the trustworthy character of his witness in 
general. It is possible, however, that he is thinking of Gaius’ 
knowledge of Demetrius, which would help him to judge of the 
truth of the Elder’s witness in this particular case. 


avrns] om. boh, sah. | 77s adnBevas] pr. rns exkAyovas Kar C syrbodl et p mz 
arm. (om. avurys) : Tys exkAnowas A* | kar odas 8 A BC al. plus” cat. d 
vg. sah. boh-ed. arm.] kat odare KL P al. longe. plur. syrbodletp aeth. 
Thphyl. Oec. : kau odapev 14*. 38. 93. 104. 180 al.® set boh-codd. : om. 
ascr: om. kat 8 (W) | y-e0rw] adnOns nuwy eotiv (err. ne. 68) 7 Maprupta C 
68: adnOns cor 7» wapT. nu. 31 aeth. 


18-15. The close of the Epistle. 

13. ypdpou. . . ypdderv| This is probably the true text, though 
the variants ypadev—ypayar are found. ‘The use of the tenses 
is correct. The “much” which he has to communicate is 
naturally regarded as a whole, the aorist being used. But he 
does not wish to go on using pen and ink (ypadeuv). 

péAavos| Cf. 2 Jn. 12. 

meee The reed, the pen of the ancients, here takes the 
place of the writing material mentioned in 2 Jn. Cf. Ps. xliv. 
(xlv.) 1, KdAapos ypaypdrews, Oxyrh. Pap. ii. 326 (p. 306) wapa- 
Téetka TH NTP pirovpevy TO Bpoyiov Tod pwéAavos kai TOUS KaAGMOVS. 


evxov] n Oedov J? (20): habens boh-ed (?) | ypawar cou S ABC al.° 
d vg. sah. cop. syrboletP arm. (aod2s codd.) aeth. Thphyl.] ypadew 
KLP al. pler. cat. Oec. : suyypayar 7°57 (—) | ov Aehw] ovx eBovdnO nv 
A: ovk nOedov 27: noluz vg. | dla—Kkadapov] per chartam et atramentum 


arm. | co. ypapey B BC 5. 27. 31. 33. 105] ypadew oor A 73: cor ypayar 
KLP al, pler. cat. Thphyl. Oec. : om. co 4. 16 arm. 


14, mito. . . idetv] Cf. 2 Jn. 12, Avil yevéoOar pds tas. 
The eidféws may possibly suggest that the intended journey is 
nearer than when 2 John was written. The action of Diotrephes, 
and perhaps of others in other places, may have brought matters 
to a crisis. 

oréua mpds ordpua] Cf. 2 Jn. 12 (notes). 

eipyvy oor] The Christian wish (cf. Jn. xiv. 27) takes the 
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place of the usual eppwoo, or éppdcOai oe evxouor of ordinary 
correspondence. 

éordfovrat] In the private letter the private greetings are 
given instead of the general greeting of the members of the 
Church in the more formal Epistle (2 Jn. 13). 


ge ev ABC 5. 31. 73. d vg.] wWev oe SN KLP al. pler. cat. cop. 
Thphyl. Oec.: wenztre ad te sah. | A\adnoopev] Aadynowuev K 22. 26. 33. 
41. 99 Thphyl. : AaAnoas 77103 162 (25) 72 7- 200f (Sos) : Logaud tbc arm. 


15. domdfLou tods didous kat dvoua] These forms of greeting 
are part of the common stock of epistolary correspondence, and 
should not be pressed as evidence about the state of parties 
in the Church of Gaius. It is especially misleading to inter- 
pret xar’ dvoua as a proof of the scanty following left to the 
Elder in it. Compare the greetings in the letter of Amon the 
soldier to his father (Berlin Museum: Deissmann, Licht von 
Osten, p. 118), doraca Karitrwva odd Kal rods adeAgods pov Kal 
LepyvidAav kai rods PidAovs pov: and Oxyrh. Pap. ii. 123, dowdfopar 
THY yAvKuTdétyy pov Ovyatépa Maxxapiay, kal tiv dSeoroivyy pov 
pytépav budv Kal ddovs Tos Hudv kar dvoua: Or Tebtunis Pap. ii. 
299 (p. 422), domdlopon rH yuvaixdéy pov Kal Ta Taidia pov Kal 
Separdppova kal Apatiav kat rods évoikovs mavtas Kat’ dvopa. 


ecpnvy cor]om. J*1 (303) | co] wobes arm-codd. | o. prio NBCKLP 
al. pler. d vg. sah. cop. syr>°@ syrP t arm. Thphyl. Oec.] o: adehgor A 3. 
13. 31. 33. 65. 67 ds* syrP™& aeth™t | acrafov] acmacat N 40 | Tous 
girovs] Tous adeXgpous 33. 81. 160 boh-cod. syr?:+cov AS 162 (Wy) ; + 
nostvos arm. | kat ovoua]+apnv L 15. 26 vg. mss, arm, 


Lier Be a. 
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THE OLD LATIN VERSION. 


In the following pages an attempt has been made to show to 
what extent the Old Latin Version, or Versions, of these Epistles 
is known or can be recovered. With the exception of the first 
eight verses of 1 Jn. i., the whole of the First Epistle is contained 
in MSS which are predominantly Old Latin in character. The 
Fleury Palimpsest, edited by M. Berger in 1889, and more 
recently by Mr. Buchanan in Old Latin Biblical Texts, No. 5, 
contains 1 Jn. i. 8-iii. 20; the Freisingen Fragments, edited by 
Ziegler in 1876, contain 1 Jn. iii. 8 (apparuit filius) to the end 
of the Epistle. The Zvactates of Augustine give us a complete 
text as faras 1 Jn. v. 3. For the first eight verses Augustine’s 
text has been given till the Fleury Palimpsest begins (i. 8 -rimus 
quoniam). This is followed till iii. 8 in hoc, after which Ziegler’s 
Freisingen Fragment is used. In the case of the Fleury 
Palimpsest, M. Berger’s text has been used. Where Mr. 
Buchanan differs from M. Berger the readings of the former 
are added intra lineas.1 This text is followed by an apparatus 
criticus in which the attempt is made to give the variants from 
this text which are found in the Vulgate (Vg.), in the text con- 
tained in Augustine’s Zractates on the Epistles (Aug., quotations 
from other works of Augustine, which are only cited when they 
differ from the Zvactates, are quoted as Aug.), and in the 
quotations from Latin writers whose works have been published 
in the Vienna Corpus. No quotations have been included from 
works not available in that edition, except in the case of 
Tertullian where Oehler has been used for treatises not yet 
published in the new edition, and Irenaeus (Stieren). The 
readings of the Perpignan MS, Paris Bibl. Nat. Lat. 321, which 

1 This refers to words and letters which both editors treat as legible, 


wholly or in part. 
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differ from the Old Latin text printed here and which are not 
Vulgate readings, have been added (under the symbol “p”) in 
the Critical Notes from the text of the Catholic Epistles, 
published by the Rev. E. S. Buchanan in the Journal of 
Theological Studies, xii. 48 (July 1911). The agreements of 
this MS in the First Epistle of S. John with Augustine and with 
the Speculum are of considerable interest. The form in which 
it gives the text of 1 Jn. v. 7, 8 is very close to that of one of the 
quotations in the Speculum. 

The use of an approximately Old Latin text as a basis, which 
ensures the presentation of variants which have a claim to be 
regarded as Old Latin, as the Vulgate readings are always given 
where they differ from the text printed, reduces the bulk in the 
case of those writers whose text is largely Old Latin in character. 
The amount of Patristic support for Old Latin readings would, 
of course, have been shown more clearly by the use of a Vulgate 
text as a basis. A table of Greek words and their renderings 
has been added which may serve to call attention to the more 
interesting renderings. The work is tentative in character and 
has not led to any very definite results. 

It may, however, be noticed that the twelve verses of ch. iii., 
where we have the guidance of both MSS, show that the 
Freisingen text is closer to that of Augustine than is the Fleury 
MS, though the verses offer very little evidence that is decisive. 
The differences between h and Cyprian are noticeable, but they 
do not invalidate von Soden’s judgment as to the African 
character of the text of the Fleury Palimpsest (von Soden, p. 
241f.). And the general agreement between Augustine and the 
Freisingen Fragment can be clearly seen, though their texts are 
by no means identical. The independence of the version used 
by Lucifer of Cagliari is also very clearly marked. The 
evidence adduced also confirms the view that the tendency to 
add interpretative and explanatory glosses to the text of the 
Epistle is both widespread and dates back to early times. In 
view of the importance of the gloss which found its way into so 
many texts of 1 Jn. v. 7f,, this fact is not without interest. The 
growth of that gloss can be traced back at least as early as 
Cyprian. The following instances of this tendency should be 
noticed : 

ii. 5. +i in ipso perfecti fuerimus, Aug. 
g. odit]+homicida est et, Cyp. 
16. ex concupiscentia saeculi, Cyp. 
17. +quomodo et ipse (Deus) manet in aeternum, Cyp. Aug. 
Luc. 
23. nec filium nec patrem, Aug. 
et fillum et patrem, Cyp. Prise. Spec. (Luc.). 
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ill. 1. propter hoc mundus non cognoscit nos quia non cognoscit 
eum et nos non cognoscit mundus, Aug. 
7. (?)+sicut et ille iustus est. 
Io. patrem suum] patrem suum aut matrem suam, Cyp. cod. 
iv. 3. Sed est de antichristi spiritu, Cyp. 
omnis qui soluit Iesum Christum et negat eum in carne 
uenisse, Aug. 1/5. 
cf. Tert. adv. Macc. v. 16, negantes Christum in carne 
uenisse et soluentes Iesum, scilicet in deo creatore. 
v. I. deus in ipso est et ipse in deo, Spec. 
20. +et carnem induit nostri causa et passus est et resurrexit 
a mortuis adsumpsit nos, Spec. 
aeterna]+et resurrectio nostra, Spec. 


1 JN. IL 
AvuGUSTINE, Comm. ry Ep. Joawn. 


1. Quod erat ab initio, quod audiuimus, et quod uidimus 
oculis nostris, et manus nostrae tractauerunt de uerbo uitae. 

2. Etipsa uita manifestata est, et uidimus et testes sumus, et 
annuntiamus nobis uitam aeternam, quae erat apud Patrem, et 
manifestata est in nobis. 

3. Quae uidimus et audiuimus nuntiamus uobis, ut et uos 
societatem habeatis nobiscum, et societas nostra sit cum Deo 
Patre, et Iesu Christo, filio eius. 

4. Et haec scribimus uobis, ut gaudium uestrum sit plenum. 

5. Et haec est annuntiatio quam audiuimus ab eo, et 
annuntiamus uobis, quia Deus lux est et tenebrae in illo non 
sunt ullae. 

6. Quodsi dixerimus quia societatem habemus cum eo, et in 
tenebris ambulamus, mentimur, et non facimus ueritatem. 

7. Quodsi in lumine ambulamus, sicut et ipse est in lumine, 
societatem habemus cum inuicem, et sanguis Iesu Christi, filii 
eius, purgabit nos ab omni delicto. 


FLEURY PALIMPSEST, ed. Berger, Paris, 1889.1 


1 Jn. i. 8. [si dixe] Rimus quoniam peccatum n habemus 
ipsos nos decipzmus* et ueritas in nobis non est 

g. Si confiteamur peccata nos¢ra fidelis et iustus ut remittam 
nobis peccata et purget nos ex omni iniquitate 


1 Ttalics are used where the MS is illegible. M. Berger’s text is followed 
where the two editions ‘‘supply” different words. Where the ‘‘ supplies” 
agree, italics are used only for what is regarded as illegible by doth editors. 

2 eseduczmus Buch. 
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1o. quod si dixerimus quod non peccawimus mendacem 
faciemus eum et uerbum eius non est 7” nobis 

ii. 1. fili mei haec iscribo uobis ne peccetis et si quis 
peccauerit aduocatum abemus aput patrem ihu xpm iustum 

2. et ipse est exoratio pro peccatis nostris non pro nostrés 
autem tantum sed et pro totius saeculi 

3. et in hoc iscimus quoniam cognouimus eum si mandata 
eius seruemus 

4. qui décit se moscere eum et mandata ezus non seruat men- 
dax est in hoc werttas non est 


5. nam qui custodit uerbum ws in hoc caritas di perfecta est 
in hoc isceimus quoniam in eo sumus 
6. qui dict se in iso manere debet quemadmodum ille 
ambulauit et zfse ambulare 
7. Carissimi non nowum mandatum scribo uobis sed mandatum 
od 


uetus quem habuistis ab initio manda¢wm uetus est uerbum 
quod audistis 
erit um 
8. iterum mandatwm nouum iscribo uobis quod est uere 1 in ipso 
nobis 

et in uobis quia ¢enebrae iam transeunt et lumen uerum iam luce¢ 

9. gui dicitt se in lumine esse et fratrem suum hodit in 
tenebrzs est usg. adhuc 

10. nam qui diligit fratrem suum in lumine permane?t e¢ 
scandalum in eo non est 

II. qui autem hodit fratrem suwm zz tenebris est et in 
tenebris ambulat et non scit ubi eat guia te | nebrae obscoe- 
cauerunt oculos eius 

fili mez gua iam 

12. scribo uobis filio guoniam remittuntur uobis peccata 
propter nomen eius 

13. scribo uobis patres quoniam cognouistis quod erat ab 
izitio scribo uobis iuuenes quoniam uicistis malignum 

ula 

14. Scrido uobis pueri quoniam cognouistis patrem quod 

cognouistis eum qui est ab initio scribo uobis adulescentes 


guoniam fortes estis et uerbum di in uobis permanet et wécistis 
malignum 
15. nolite diligere seculum nec ea quae sunt 2 saeculo si quis 
diligit saeculum non est caritas patris in eo 
16. guoniam omne quod est in seculo concupiscentia carnis 
saeculi 


est e¢ concupiscentia oculorum et superbia witae est quae non est 
de 


ex patre sed de seculoest 
1ue (sic) Buch. 
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transiet 
17. et saeculum transit et comcupiscentia qui autem facit 
bz¢ 
uoluntatem di permanet 77 ae¢ernum 
18. Pueri nouissima hora est et sicut audiséis guoniam 
e e 
antixps uenit nunc antixpi multi facti sunt usde cognoscimus 
quoniam nouissima hora est 
produit 


19. Ex nobis exierunt sed non erat ex nobis nam si fuisset 
et 


ex nobis permansissent forsitan nobiscum sed ut praesto fiat 
quoniam zon sunt omnes ex nobis 


20. et uos unctionem accepistis a sto et nostis omnia 


21. non scripsi uobis quasi ignorantib ueritate sed scientibus 
eam et quoniam omnem mendacium ex uerifaze non est 

22. quis est mendax nisi is qui negat quia is est xps Aic est 

pene non 
antixps qui negat patrem et filium 

23. omnis qui zegat filium 1 | Nec patrem habet qui confitetur 
filium et patrem habet 

24. uos quod audistis ab initio permaneat in uodzs guod sz in 
uobis permanserit quod ab initio audistis et wos in filio et patre 
permanebitis 

uobis 

25. et haec est promissio guam ipse pollicitus est zobis uitam 

aeternam. 
ese 

26. Haec scripsz uobis de eis qui seducunt uos. 

27. et uos untionem quam accepistis ab eo permaneat in 
uobis et necesse non habe/7s w¢ aliguis doceat uos sed sicut untio 
elus docet uos de ommb e¢ uerum est et non est mendum? et 

maneze 
sicut docuit uos permanete in co 


1 

28. et nunc filio manete in eo ut cum uenerit fiduccam 

habeamus et non confundamur ab eo In praesentia etus 
si nostis eum qui fidelis est 
29. st scimus quoniam tustus est scitote quoniam ommzs gui 
ueritatem de eo natus 

facit institiam ex ipso natus est 

iii. x. ecce qualem caritatem dedit uobis pater ut filii dei 

egnorat 

uocaremur et sumus propterea seculum nos inhonorat 


i habet 
1 negat filium] n filium (sic) Buch, 


aci 2 
2 mendum (sic) Buch. 
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2. Carissimi nunc filii di sumus et nondum manifestatum 
est qui futuri sumus scimus quoniam cum afparwerit similes 
erimus ei quoniam uidebimus eum sicwdz est 

3. e¢ omnis qui habet spem hanc in eo castificat se sicut e¢ 
tlle castus est 

4. omnis qui facit peccatum et iniquitatem facet et peccatum 
est iniquitas 

5. et scitis quoniam ille apparuit ut peccata ftolleret et 
peccatum in illo non est 

6. omnis qui in eo permamet non peccat omnis qui peccat non 
uidit eum nec cognouit eum 

4. filioli nemo nos seducat qui facit iustitiam iustus est 

omnis qui fa 

8. gui autem fa | cit peccatum de diabolo est quia ab initio 

diabolus Zeccat in hoc.} 


1 JN. III. 


FREISINGEN FRAGMENT. 


8. apparuit filius di ut soluat opera diaboli 

g. Omnis qui natus est ex Do peccatum non facit quia 
semen eius in ipso manet et non potest peccare quoniam de Do 
natus est 

to. Ex hoc manifesti sunt fil di et filii diaboli omnis qui 
non facit iustitiam non est de do et qui non diligit fratrem 
suum 

11. Quoniam hoc est mandatum quod audistis ab initio ut 
diligamus imuice 

12. Non sicut cain qui ex maligno erat et occidit fratrem 
suum et cuius rei gratia occidit eum quia opera eius maligna 
erant fratris autem eius iusta 

13. et nolite mirari fratres si odit nos hic mundus 

14. Nos scimus quoniam transimus de morte ad uitam quia 
diligimus fratres qui non diligit permanet in mortem 

15. omnis qui odit fratrem suum homicida est et scitis quia 
omnis homicida non habet uitam aeternam in se manentem 

16. in hoc cognoscimus caritatem quia ille pro nobis animam 
suam posuit et nos debemus pro fratribus animas ponere. 

17. qui autem habuerit substantiam huius mundi et uiderit 


1The MS continues as far as ver. 20 (ds corde nostro et), so that for 
vv. 8-20 we have both the Fleury and the Freisingen text. The variations 
of the Fleury Palimpsest are henceforward noted, the text being taken from 
the Freisingen Fragment. 


APPENDIX *) 203 


fratrem suum egere et clauserit uiscera sua ab eo quomodo 
caritas di manet in eo 

18. filioli non diligamus tantum uerbo neque lingua sed 
operae et ueritate 


Ig. et in hoc cognoscimur qm ex ueritate sumus et coram 
ipso suademus cordi nostro 


20. qm si reprehendat nos cor nostrum maior est ds cordi 
nostro et nouit omnia 


21. kmi si cor nm non nos reprehendat fiduciam habemus 
aput dm 
22. et quidquid petierimus accipiemus ab eo qm mandata 


eius seruamus et quae sunt placita in conspectu eius facisus 

23. et hoc est mandatum eius ut credamus nomini filiz eius 
IHU XPI et diligamus inuicem sicut dedit nodés mandatum 

24. et qui seruat mandatum eius in illo manebit et ipse in eo 
et in hoc scimus qm permanet in nobis de spu quem dedit nobis 

iv. I. Kmi nolite omni spu credere sed probate sps si ex do 
sunt qm multi pseudoprophetae prodierunt i in hoc saeculo 

2. hine cognoscitur sps di omnis sps qui confitetur THM 
XPM in carne uenisse ex do est. 

3. et omnis sps qui non confitetur THM ex do non est et 
hoc est illius antixpisti quem audistis quia uenturus est et nunc 
in saeculo est fe aot 

4. iam uos ex do estis filioli et uicistis eos qm maior est qui 
in uobis est quam hic qui in saeculo est 

5- hii de saeculo sunt propterea de saeculo locuntur et 
saeculum audit eos 

6. nos ex do sumus qui cognoscit dm audit nos qui non est est 
ex do non nos audit hinc cognoscimus spm ueritatis et spm 
erroris 2 

7. kmi diligamus inuicem qm caritas ex do est et omnis qui 
diligit fratrem suum ex do natus est et cognoscit dm 

8. qui non diligit ignorat dm quia ds caritas est 

g. in hoc apparuit caritas di in nobis qm filium suum unicum 
misit ds in saeculo ut uiuamus per eum 

ro. in hoc est caritas non quod nos dilexerimus dm sed qm 
ipse dilexit nos et misit filium suum propitiatorem pro peccatis 
nostris. i 

11. kmi si sic ds dilexit nos et nos debemus diligere 
imuicem 

12. dm emo uidit umquam quodsi diligamus imuicem ds in 
nobis manet et caritas eius perfecta est in nobis 





204. THE EPISTLES OF S. JOHN 


13. in hoc cognoscimus qum in ipso manemus et ipse in 
nobzs qm de spu suo dedit nobis 

14. et nos uidimus e¢ testamur qm pater misit filium suum 
salwazorem saeculi 

15. quicumque confessus fuertt gm ihs est filius di ds in eo 
manet et ipse in do 

16. Et nos cognouimus et credidimus in cavitate quam habet 
ds in nobis ds caritas est ef gui manet in caritate in do permanet 
et ds in eo manet 

17. in hoc perfecta est Karitas in nobis... fduciam 
habemus in diem iudicii quia s¢cu¢ dle est et nos sumus in hoc 
mundo 

18. timor now est in caritate sed perfecta caritas foras mz¢7it 
timore qm timor poenam haéet qui autem timet non est perfectus 
in caritatem 

1g. nos ergo diligamus qm ipse prior dilexit nos 

20. si quis dixerit di/igo dm et fratrem suum odit mendax 
est gud enim non diligit fratrem suum quem uidet dm guem non 
uidet quomodo potest diligere is 

21. et hoc mandatum habemus a do ut qui diligit dm diligat 
et fratrem suum & 

v. I. omnis qui credit quia IHs est xfs ex do natus est et 
omnis qui diligit genitorem diligit eum qui genitus est ex €0 

2. hince cogwosctmus gm diligimus filios di: cum Giigimans dm 
et mandata eius facimus 

3. haec est enim cavitas ut mandata eius seruemus et 
mandaéa ezus grauia non sunt 

4. quia omne quod natum est ex do uincit saeculum et haec 
est uictoria quae uincit sacewlum jides nostra 

5. quis est autem qui uincit saeculwm nist gui credit quia 
IHS est filius di 

6. hic est gud uenit per aquam et sanguinem IHS XPS et 
non taztum in agua sed in aqua et sanguine et sps est ¢estz- 
monium quia sps est ueritas 

7. qm tres sunt gui testificantur in terra * sps et aqua et 
sanguts et tres sunt gut testificantur in caelo pater ef uerbum et 
sps scs et hi tres unum sunt 

g. Si testimonium hominum accipimus testimonium di mazus 
est guia hoc est testimonium di quia testéficatus est de filio suo 

10. gut credit in filio di habet testimonium di in se gui non 
credit in do mendacem facit eum quia on credit in testimonium 
eius quod testificatws est ds de filio suo 
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_ Ir. et hoc est testimonium qm uitam aeternam dedit nobis 

ds et haec uita in fidzo eius est 

12. qui habet filium di uitam habet gui non habet filium di 
uitam non habet 

13. haec scrido uodis ut sciatis quia uitam habetis aeterzam 
gui creditis in ne fili di 

14. et haec est fiducia guam habemus ad eum quia quidquid 
petierimus secundum uoluntatem eius audit nos 

15. et si scimus guia audit nos quidquid petierimus scimus 
qm habemus petitiones quas petiuimus ab eo 

16. sé guis scit fratrem suum peccare peccatum no ad mortem 
postulabit et dabit ei uitam his qui Aeccat non usque ad mortem 
est enim peccatwm usgue ad mortem non pro illo dico ut pos¢ulet 

17. omnis iniustitia peccatum est et est peccatum ad mortem 

18. scimus qm omnis qui zatus est ex do non peccat sed 
natiuitas di conserwat eum et malignus non tangit eum 

19. scim’ gm ex do sumus et totus mundus in maligno fositus 
est 

20. e¢ scimus qm filius di uenit et dedi# nobis intellectum ut 
sciamus quod est ueru ef simus in uero filio eius IHU XPO hic 
est uerus ds ef vita aeterna 

21. filioli custodite uos ab idolis. 

- «+e? CC LXXITI. INCPEIUSDEM ° II. 


In the following critical notes differences of order have not, 
as a rule, been noted except for the Vulgate, and the text found 
in Augustine’s Zyactates on the Epistle. An attempt has been 
made to indicate by fractions the proportion which the evidence 
for any particular variant in any writer bears to the whole 
evidence on the point in question to be found in his quotations 
of the passage. This has not been attempted in the case of 
Augustine, except for the Zvactates (Aug.), where different 
readings have been noted in this way, when, as sometimes 
happens, more than one rendering is found in the text. 








i. 1. erat] fuit Vg. Cass. | quod 2°—uitae] quod uidimus quod audiuimus 
oculis nostris uidimus et manus nostrae contrectauerunt de sermone uitae 
Tert. ?/, | quod 2°—nostris] quae uidimus oculis nostris et auribus audiuimus 
Mur. Fr. | et 1°] 0. Vg. Cass. | quod 3°] ov. Amb. 1/, | oculis nostris] gr. 
quod Amb-codd. 1/,: gr. et Amb-codd. 3/3: om. Amb-cod. ¥/3;:+quod 
perspeximus Vg. Cass. :+-perspeximus Amb. 7/,-ed. 4/3 | et 2°]+ quod Amb- 
codd. 1/3 | tractauerunt] contrectauerunt Vg.: palpauerunt Mur. Fr, Cass. : 
perscrutatae sunt Amb. 1/3: scrutatae sunt Amb. a) 

2. ipsa] om. Vg. Amb. ?/, | manifestata est 1°] apparuit Amb. %/, | testes 
sumus] testamur Vg. Cass. Amb. ?/,: testificamur p. | uitam aeternam] de 
uita Amb. | manifestata est 2°] apparuit Vg. Cass. Amb-ed.: paruit Amb- 
cod. | in] om. Vg. Cass. Spec. 
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3. quae] quod ergo p. | annunciamus Vg. ] et 3°—eius] ut communio sit 
nobis cum patre et fillo elus Iesu Christo Tert. | sit] est p. | cum deo patre] 
apud patrem Spec. | lesu—eius] cum filio eius Iesu Christo Vg. S 

4. scribimus] scripsimus Mur. Fr, (uid.) | uobis] pr. ut gaudeatis p.— 
gaudium] pr. gaudeatis et Vg. | uestrum] nostrum p. ‘ 

. quia societatem habemus] nos societatem habere p. | quia] quoniam 
Vg. | illo] eo Vg. Aug. Vict. Vit. ' 

6. quodsi] si Vg. tae quoniam Vg. | societatem] communionem Tert. 

| ambulamus] incedamus Tert. | ueritatem non facimus Vg. 

7. quod si] si autem Vg. : si uero Tert. | lumine 1°, 2°] lace Vg. | ambu- 
lamus] incedamus Tert. | sicut—lumine 2°] om. Tert. | societatem] com- 
munionem Tert. | cum inuicem] ad inuicem Vg. : cum eo Tert. : cum deo 

| filii eius] domini nostri Tert. | purgabit] emundat Vg. Tert.: mundat a4 
delicto] peccato Vg. 

8. dixerimus] dicamus Tert. | quoniam—habemus] nos delictum (pec- 
catum Gel.) non habere Tert. Gel-Ep. ie) qecne) quod Aug-codd. : quia 

. Cyp. /s-ed. /s Aug. Cass. /y-ed. Ys Gel-Ep. */, Opt. 7/,-codd. */y Luc. 

pec. | peccata Faust | ipsos nos decipimus] ipsi nos seducimus Vg. Aug. 
Paul-Oros. Cass. 3/,-codd. t : nos ipsos seducimus Aug. Gel-Ep. 1/3 Spec. : 
nos ipsos decipimus Cyp. , (decepimus cod. ‘/,}: seducimus nosmet } 
Tert. Aug. Gel-Ep. 1/5: ipsi nos decipimus Cass-ed. ?/; Faust. | et] quia Gel- 
Ep. ¥/s | ueritas] uerbum eius Cass. ¥/s (cf. ver. 10). 

g. si] quod si Aug. Gel-Ep.:+autem p. Cyp. | confiteamar] con- 
fitemur Tert.: confessi fuerimus Aug. Cyp. Gel-Ep. | peceata 2°] delicta 
Tert. Aug. Gel-Ep. | fidelis]+est Vg. Aug. Gel-Ep. | iustus}:+est dominus 
Cyp.+est Spec. | ut—peccata 2°] qui nobis peccata dimittat Cyp. | ut] qui 
Spec. Gel-Ep. amen remittat Vg. : dimittat Tert. Aug. Spee. Gel-Ep. 

| nobis peccata] ea nobis Tert. | peccata 2°] delicta nostra Aug. :+nostra 
Vg. Aug. | purget] emundet Tert. Vg.: mundet Aug. '/, Spee. Gel-Ep. | 
ex] ab Tert. Aug. /y Vg. Spec. Gel-Ep. | iniquitate] iniustitia Tert. 

to. quod si] si Tert. Vg. Gel-Ep. ae Cass. | dixerimus] dicamus Tert. | 
quod non peccauimus] nos non deliguisse Tert. | quod] quoniam Aug. Vg. : 
quia Aug. Gel-Ep. 3/, Cass-ed. | facimus Tert. Aug. Vg. Cass | eum] 
illum Tert. : deum Cass-cod. | uerbum] sermo Tert. | est} erit Gel-Ep. 

ii. 1. fili_ mei) filioli_ mei Cyp. Aug. Vg.: filioli Tert. Aug.: fratres 
Aug. | haec] ista Cyp. (ita-cod.) } scribo} scripsi Tert. Cyp-cod. | ne] ut non 
Aug. Vg. Gel-Ep. i Vict. Vit. | peccatis] delinquatis Tert. Cyp. | et] pr. 
sed Vg. Vict.Vit-cod.: sed Gel-Ep. */, Vict. Vit-ed. | quis peccauerit] 
deliqueritis Tert. : qui deliquerit Cyp. (quis codd.) | aduocatum] paracletum 
Vict. Vit. Faust. | apud] ad Aug. | patrem] pr. deum Tert. ad-Vigil (dam 
cod.) | Iesum Christum) om, Gel-Ep. */,: om. Tesum ad-Vig. (uid.): om. 
Christum Aug. | iustum] suffragatorem Cyp-cod. 3/,: om. Vict. Vit. Faust. 

2. et] om. Cyp-cod. Aug. | exoratio] propitiatio Vg. Faust. Paul-Nol. 
Hier. : propitiator Aug. : satisfactio et placatio ad-Vig. (uid.): placatio Tert. 
Hil.: deprecatio Cyp. | pro 1°—tantum] peccatorum nostroram non tentum 
nostrorum Aug. | peccatis] delictis Tert. Cyp. /; | non—tantum] om. Faust. 

| et 2°) etiam Vg. | ere 3°] om. Aug. | sacculo] mundi Aug. Vg. Faust. 

3. in] ex Lue. | iscimus] intellegimus Cyp. Luc. : cognoscimus Aug. | 

uoniam cognoscimus] om. Aug. | quoniam] quia | mandata] praecepta 
Cen. | seruemus] seruauerimus Aug. : custodiamus Cyp. : obsernemus Vg. 
4. qui]+autem Luc. | se noscere] se nosse Vg.: quia cognouit Aug. 
yp-codd. quia cognoui Aug: qui cognouit Aug.: quia nouit Ambr. : 
quoniam cognouit Cyp. (nouit cod.) : quoniam cognoui Cyp-cod. Lue. */, | eum] 
dm _p. | mandata] praecepta Ambr. | seruat] custodit Vg. Lue. 9/, | in hoe 
ueritas] et ueritas in illo Cyp. | in hoc] et in eo Luc. ¥/y | ueritas—{5) hoe 1°] 
om. p*. 
5. nam qui custodit] qui autem custodit Vg. : qui autem seruazernitt Aug. 
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Luc. ?/, | in hoc 1°] pr. uere Vg. Aug. : uere ab eis Luc. 1/,: uere. . . apud 
illos Luc. 1/, | caritas] dilectio Aug. | perfecta] consummata Luc. 2/, | in 2°] 
pr. et. Vg. | iscimus] cognoscimus Aug. | quoniam] quia Aug. | eo] ipso Vg. 
Aug. | sumus]+si in ipso perfecti fuerimus p. Aug. 

6. in ipso] in Christo Cyp. 4/4 (om. in cod. 1/4) Hier. | quemadmodum] 
sicut Vg. Aug. Paul-Nol. : quomodo Cyp. 4/, Hier. ?/. | et] pr. sic Salv. 

7. carissimi] dilectissimi Aug. | mandatum nouum Vg. Aug. | quem] 
quod h*? Vg. Aug. | habebatis Aug. 

8. est uere] erit uerum h*: uerum est Vg. Aug. | quia] qm p. | iam] 
om. Vg. Aug. | transierunt Vg. Aug. | lumen uerum] uerum lumen V¢g. : 
lux uera Aug. 

9g. esse in lumine Aug. 1/, | lumine] luce Vg. Aug. ¥/, Cyp. 2/, : lucem 
Cyp-cod. if? Spec-cod. | odit]++homicida est et Cyp-cod. 2/, | est] ambulat 
Cyp-cod. */,. 

10. nam qui] qui autem Spec. Luc. : om. nam Vg. Aug. | diligit] amat 
Luc. | permanet] manet Vg. Aug. Spec. Euch. 

II. qui autem] nam qui Aug. | est-tenebris 2°] om. Luc. 2/, | non scit] 
nescit Vg. Cyp-cod. Aug. Faust. Luc. | ubi eat] quo eat Vg. Aug. Cyp. 
Luc.: quo uadit Faust. | quia] quoniam Aug. Cyp. | obscoecauerunt] 
excaecauerunt Aug. Cyp. : obscurauerunt Luc. | oculos] cor Luc. 

12. scribo] dico Prisc. | quoniam] quia Aug. Prisc. | propter] per Aug. 

13. scribo 1°—initio] om. p. | quoniam 1°] quiaAug. Faust. | quod—initio] 
eum qui ab initio est Vg. Faust. : eum quia principio est Aug. | iuuenes] 
adolescentes Vg. | quoniam 2°] quia Aug. Faust. 

14. pueri] infantes Vg. | quoniam 1°] quia Aug. | quod—initio]om. Vg. | 
quod] scribo nobis patres quia p. Aug. | est ab initio] a principio est Aug. | 
adulescentes] iuuenes Vg. Aug. Euch. | quoniam 2°] quia p. Aug. Euch. 

| in uobis permanet] manet in uobis Vg. | permanet] manet Aug. Euch. 

15. Nolite diligere mundum neque ambitum eius Claud, | Nolite quaerere 
quae in hoc mundo sunt Paul-Nol. | nolite] pr. filioli Cass. | seculum 1°] 
mundum Vg. Aug. Cyp. 8/, De duod-abus, Faust. ?/, Cass. | saeculo] mundo 
Vg. Aug. Cyp. */s-ed. 1/3 Ded. a. Faust. ?/, Cass. : hoc mundo Cyp-cod. 1/, 

| siquis] quisquis Aug-ed. : qui enim Faust. :+ autem p.:+enim Aug-cod. | 
quis] qui Cyp. 7/3-ed. 2/, | diligit] dilexerit Aug. Cyp.. °/s | saeculum 2°] 
mundum Vg. Cyp. ?/3-ed. 1/, Aug. Faust. Cass. : hunc mundum Cyp-cod. 1/, 
| non—eo] dilectio patris non est in ipso Aug. (eo Aug-cod.) | caritas] 
dilectio Aug. | patris] Dei Cass. | eo] illo Aug. Cyp. °/, Cass. 

16. quoniam] quia Aug. Cyp. 1/; Faust. Cass. | omne—seculo] omnia 
quae in mundo sunt Aug. | est in saeculo] est in mundo Vg. Aug. Cass. Gel- 
Ep. Faust. : in mundo est Aug. Cyp. 4/, | concupiscentia carnis est] desiderium 
est carnis Aug. | concupiscentia 1°] pr. aut Aug-cod. | est 2°] om. Faust. | 
concupiscentia 2°] uoluntas Prisc. #/, | superbia uitae] ambitio saeculi Aug. 
Cyp. */i-ed. 1/, Gel-Ep. : ambitio mundi Cyp-codd. 1/,: ambitio humanae 
uitae Prisc. :+humanae Faust. | est 3°] om. Vg. Aug. Cyp-cod. 1/, Faust. 
Prisc. Cass. : sunt Cyp-ed. 1/, | quae] et ubique Aug-cod. : om. Prisc. | est 
4°] sunt Aug. Prisc, | ex] a Aug. Cyp. 4/, Gel-Ep.: de Aug-codd. Faust. 
Prisc. | de saeculo] ex mundo Vg. Aug. Cyp-cod. 1/, Gel-Ep. Cass. : de 
hoc mundo Prisc.: ex concupiscentia saeculi Cyp. */4-ed. Ay code Uy, (a 
pro ex cod. 1/,): ex concupiscentia mundi Cyp. 4/4-cod. 1/,| est 5°] sunt 
Aug. Prisc. : om. Cyp. 9/4-ed. 4/4 cf. v. Sod. 225. 

17. saeculum] mundus Vg. Aug. Cyp. 4/, Gel-Ep. Cass. Faust. Prisc. 
Luc. | transit] transibit Cyp. 3/,-ed. 1/, Aug. : praeterit Prisc.: perit Cass. 
(-iit codd.) | concupiscentia)+eius Vg. Cyp. 4/, Aug. Faust. Prisc. Luc. : 
desideria eius Aug. | facit] fecerit Aug. Cyp. °/; Gel-Ep. Faust. Luc. | dei] 
domini Gel-Ep. | permanet] manet Vg. Aug. Cyp. ?/,-ed. 1/,-cod. 1/, Gel- 
Ep. Cass. Faust. Luc: manebit Cyp. 1/;-ed. 1/;-cod. 1/; | aeternum]+ 
quomodo et ipse manet in aeternum p. Aug, (sicut) Cyp. °/; (om. cod. ?/s) 
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Luc. [[quomodo et ipse] sicut et deus Aug. | et ipse] et deus p. Cyp. ?/,-ed. 
1/,-cod. 1/; Luc. : deus Cyp-cod. #/,: om. et Cyp-codd. ?/, | manet] manebit 
Cyp-ed. ¥/;]]J. ; 

18. pueri] filioli Vg. Iren. Euch, | sicut] quemadmodum Iren. : quoniam 
1°] quia Vg. Cyp. ?/. Luc. : quod Aug. | uenit] sit uenturus Aug. | nunc] 
pr. et Vg. :+autem p. Cyp. */2 Aug. Luc. | multi] om. Cyp-cod. */, | facti] 
om. Luc. | cognoscimus] scimus Vg. | quoniam 2°] quod Vg. Aug. : quia 
Cyp. ?/, | nouissima hora Vg. | hora est] sit hora Aug. 

19. Cf. quia non erant nostri, nam si nostri essent, mansissent nobiscum 
Opt. | exierunt] prodierunt Vg. Tert. | erat] erant Vg. Aug. Iren. Amb. : 
fuerunt Tert. Cyp. °/;: sunt Petilianus ap. Aug. | ex 2°] de Pet-ap-Aug. | nam 
—nobis 3°] si enim ex nobis essent Amb. | nam si] quod si Aug.: si enim Cyp. 
5/, Iren. : siTert. | fuisset] fuissent Vg. Aug. Tert. Cyp. °/, Iren. : essent 
Pet-ap-Aug. | ex 3°] de Pet-ap-Aug. | permansissent] mansissent Cyp. ?/,-ed. 
2/,-cod. 1/; Aug. Amb. : mansisset Cyp-cod. ¥/; | forsitan] utique Vg. Aug. 
Tert. Cyp-ed. }/,-cod. 4/, Iren, Pet-ap-Aug. : om. Cyp-ed. 4/;-cod. 1/; Amb. 

| praesto fiat] manifesti sint Vg.: manifestarentur Aug. Iren. | quoniam] 
quod Aug. | sunt omnes] omnes erant Aug. : om. omnes Iren. 

20. et] sed Vg. | accepistis] habetis Vg. Aug. | et nostis omnia] ut zsz 
manifestt sttes Aug. 

21. Cf. Cognoscite ergo quoniam omne mendacium extraneum est et non 
est de ueritate Iren. | non 1°—scientibus] scribo uobis non quod nescieritis 
sed quia nostis Aug. | scientibus] pr. quasi Vg. | quoniam] quia Aug. | 
omne Aug. Spec. | non est ex ueritate Aug. | ex] de Spec-ed. 

22. qui autem negat Im Xm in carnem (-ne 4/,) uenisse hic antechristus 
estPrisc. #/) | is] om. Iren. | quia is] quod Iesus Aug. | quia] quoniam Vg. 
Iren. | est 2°] pr. non p. Aug. Iren. | hic—filium] om. Aug. 

23. negat filium] non filium (+habet h*) h. (Buch.) | om. et h. (Buch.) 
| cf. qui non habet filium nec patrem habet qui autem habet filium 
et patrem habet Cass. 1/, | omnis]? om. Cyp. cf. von Soden, 225 | negat] 
non crediderit in Luc. | nec] fv. nec filium Aug. | qui 2°] pr. et Aug. :+ 
autem p. Prisc. Spec. :+uero Luc. | confitetur] credit in Luc. | et patrem] pr. 
et filium Cyp. /. Prisc. Spec-ed. :+ et filium Luc. 

24. uos] pr. ergo Aug. :+autem p. | ab initio audistis Aug. | permaneat 
in uobis] in uobis permaneat Vg. : in uobis maneat Aug. | quod si] si Vg. | 
permanserit] manserit Aug. | audistis ab initio Aug. | manebitis Vg. Aug. 

25. et] om. Aug. | promissio] repromissio Vg. : pollicitatio Aug. 

26. eis} his Vg. Aug. | seducunt uos] uos seducunt ut sciatis quia 
unctionem habetis Aug. 

27. uos unctionem] unctio Aug. | accepimus Aug. | permaneat] maneat 
Vg. | uobis] nobis Aug. | necesse non habetis] non necesse habetis Vg. : non 
habetis necessitatem Aug. | uos doceat Aug. | sed sicut] quia Aug. | eius] 
ipsius Aug. | uerum] uerax Aug. | mendum] mendacium h* Vg. : mendax 

ug. | et 3°] om. Aug. | manete Vg. | eo 2°] ipsa Aug. 

28. filioli Vg. | uenerit] apparuerit Vg.: manifestatus fuerit Aug. | 
fiduciam habeamus] habeamus fiduciam Vg.: habeamus fiduciam in con- 
spectu eius Aug. | et] ut Aug. | praesentia] aduentu Vg. Aug. 

29. scimus] scitis Vg. Aug. | quoniam 1°, 2°] quia Aug. | omnis] pr. et 
Vg. | est natus Aug. 

iii, 1. ecce] uidete Vg. | caritatem] dilectionem Aug. | uocaremur] nomi- 
nemur Vg. : uocemur Aug. : appellamur Aug. | sumus] simus Vg. Aug. | 
propterea—inhonorat] propter hoc mundus non nouit nos quia non nouit 
eum Vg. p. (et ipsum ignorabat vo non nouit eum): propter hoc mundus 
non cognoscit nos quia non pogaou eum et nos non cognoscit mundus Aug. 

2. carissimi] dilectissimi Aug. | nunc.] om. Aug. | et nondum] necdum 
Hier. 1/2 | manifestatum est] apparuit Vg. Aug.: revelatum est Amb.: of 
nescimus Hier, 1/, | qui futuri sumus] quid erimus Vg. Aug. Amb. : quod 
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erimus Aug. | qui] quid Tert. Hier. 1/.: quales Hier. 1/,| scimus] 47. sed 
Amb. : nouimus autem Hier. | quoniam] quia Aug. Tert. Amb. Hier. | cum 
apparuerit] si manifestauerit Tert. (manifestatus fuerit cod.) | apparuerit] 
reuelatum fuerit Amb, : ille reuelatus fuerit Hier. | ei erimus Aug. | ei] illi 
Aug-codd. : eius Tert. | quoniam uidebimus] uidebimus enim Hier. 1/5, 

3. habet—eo] spem istam in illo habet Tert. | hanc spem Vg. | eo] ipso 
Aug. : eum Aug. | castificat] sanctificat Vg. Aug. | se] semet ipsum Aug. | 
pe quia Tert. | et 2°] om. p. | ille] ipse Aug. Tert. | castus] sanctus Vg. 

ug. 

4. peccatum 1°] delictum Aug. | et 1°] om. Aug. Amb. | et 2°] om. Aug. 

| peccatum 2°] delictum Tert. 

5. quoniam] quia Vg. Aug. | apparuit] manifestatus est Aug. Tert. 
(sit) | peccata tolleret] auferat delicta Tert. | peccata]+nostra Vg. : peccatum 
Aug. 1/, | tolleret] auferat Aug. | et 2°—est]om. Aug. (uid.) | illo] eo Vg. : 
ipso Aug. 

6. in eo permanet] in eo manet Vg. Aug.: in ipso manet Aug. : manet 
in illo Tert. | peccat 1°] delinquit Tert. | omnis 2°] pr. et Vg. | peccat 2°] 
delinquit Tert. | non 2°] neque Tert. | uidit] uidet p. | eum 1°] om. Tert. 

7. filii Luc. | seducat] fallat Luc | qui] pr. omnis Tert. | est]+sicut et 
ille iustus est Vg. Aug. Tert. Spec. (07. et cod.). 

8. Cf. omnis qui peccat non est de deo sed de diabolo est et scitis quoniam 
ideo uenturus est ut perdat filios diaboli De aleat. | autem] om. Vg. Tert. 
Spec. | peccatum] delictum Tert. | de] ex Vg. Tert. : a Luc. Spec-ed. | quia] 
quoniam Vg. Tert. Luc. | ab—peccat] diabolus a primordio delinguit Tert. | 
ab initio] origine Luc. | in hoc] pr. et Spec. : idcirco Luc. 1/.: ad hoc enim 
Luc. Yo:+enim Tert. | apparuit] zc. Cod-Freis. (ed. Ziegler): manifestatus 
est Aug. Tert. : declaratus est Luc. ?/ | soluat] dissoluat Vg.: solueret Luc. 
2/, Spec. | opera] operas Luc-cod. 1/5. 

9. ex] de h. | natus 1°—do 1°] ex deo nascitur Tert. | peccatum non 
facit] non peccat Aug. 1/, Spec. | peccatum] delictum Tert. | quia] quoniam 
Vg. | semen] sensus Spec-codd. | eius] ipsius Vg. Aug. Cass. : dei Tert. | 
ipso] eo h. Vg. Aug. Cass. : illo Tert. | manet] est Cass. | peccare] delinquere 
Tert. | quoniam] quia Aug. Tert. Cass-cod. Spec. | de] ex Vg. Aug. Tert. 

to. ex hoc] in hoch. Vg. Aug. Tert. Cyp. : hinc Spec. | manifesti sunt] 
manifestati sunt Aug. : apparent Cyp. Luc. Spec. | et filii] dzs sev. h. | omnis] 
om. Tert. Spec-cod. | facit iustitiam] est iustus Vg. Aug. Tert. Cyp. Luc ?/, 
Spec. | de] ex Vg. Tert. Luc. ?/, Spec.: a Aug. | diligit] amat Luc. ?/, | 
fratrem suum] patrem suum aut matrem suam Cyp-cod. 

II. quoniam] quia Aug. | hoc—quod] haec est annunciatio quam Vg. 
Aug. haec est (om. est 1/,) repromissio quam Luc. ?/, | audiuimus Aug. 
initio] origine Luc }/, | diligamus] amemus Luc. ?/, | inuicem] alterutrum Vg. 
Luc. 3/2, 

ae et Luc. ?/. | qui] om. h. Aug-ed. Luc. ?/, | erat] fuit Luc. 2/, | 
occidit 1°] interfecit Luc. /, | cuius sei gratia] propter quid Vg. Luc. ?/, | 
occidit 2°] interfecit Luc. ?/, | eum] om. Aug. | quia] quoniam h. (Buch.) Vg. 
Luc. ?/, | eius 1°Jillius Luc. 4/,: ipsius Luc. 1/, | erant]erat h.*: fuerunt Aug. 
Luc. ?/, | autem] uero Aug. | elus 2°] ipsius Aug-cod.: sui Luc. 7/2: om. 
Aug-codd. 

13. et] om. h. Vg. Aug. Luc. 1/, | fratres] om. p. | nos] uos Vg. | hic 
mundus] om. hic Vg. Aug. : saeculum Luc 2/). 

14. quoniam] quia h. (Ber.) Aug. | transimus] translati sumus Vg. : 
[translati s}lumus h. (Buch.): transiuimus p. (-ibi-) Aug. : transitum fecimus 
Luc. ?/, | de] a Luc. 2/. | ad] inh. p. | quia] quoniam Vg. Luc. ?/, | diligimus] 
amamus Luc. ?/, | qui—mortem] omnis qui fratrem suum non diligit manebit in 
morte Faust. | qui]+autem Luc. ?/, | diligit] amat Luc. ?/. | permanet] manet 
Vg. Aug. Luc. ?/, | mortem] morte h. cett. 

15. omnis qui] quicunque Hier. | omnis 1°]? om. Cyp. 8/3 | qui]+enim 
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Cyp-cod. 4 uia] quoniam h. Vg. Cyp-cod. 1/, | uitam—se] in se uitam Cyp- 
eas BB so bs Luc. 1/, | se] semet ipso Vg. | manentem] om. Cyp- 
cod. 1/,. 

ue in hoc] et quia ex hoc Spec. (om. et codd.) | cognoscimus] cognovimus 
h. (Buch.) Vg. | caritatem]+Dei Vg. : dilectionem Aug. :+ipsius Spec. | 
quia] quoniam Vg. Spec. | pro nobis] fost suam Vg. : propter nos Luc. | pro 
fratribus] fost animas Aug. :+nostris Spec-ed. | pro 2°] de h. | animas] 
animam h. Vict. Vit. :+nostras Luc. Spec-ed. f 

17. qui] quicunque Spec. | autem] om. Vg. Cyp. %/, | substantiam] 
facultates Aug. | huius] om. Aug. Cyp. 7/2 Spec. | suum egere] cui opus 
[est] h. (Buch.) | egere] necessitatem habere Vg.: esurientem Aug. : 
desiderantem Cyp. (+aliquid cod.) ?/, | ab eo] om. Cyp. 4/,-ed. 3/, | Caritas 
dei manet] poterit caritas (dilectio Aug.) dei manere Aug. Cyp-cod. , 
caritas] agape Cyp-cod. 1/,: dilectio Cyp-cod. 1/, | dei] om. Cyp-cod. "/ 
permanet h. | eo] illo Cyp. ?/. Spec-ed. 

18. filioli]+mei Vg. | tantum] om. Vg. : post uerbo p. Aug. | uerba h.* 

| neque] et hp. Aug. Spec. z . 

19. et] om. h. Vg. | cognoscimus h. Vg. | coram ipso] in conspectu eius 
Vg. | suadebimus h. Vg. | corda nostra Vg. 

20, si]+non p. | reprehenderit Vg. | corde h. | et] exf/. h. 

21. reprehenderit nos Vg. | nos] om. Aug-cod. | reprehendit Cyp-codd. 
Ep-Sev-ad-Claud. | habemus] habebimus Aug-cod. : habeamus Luc. | apud] 
ad Vg. Cyp. Aug. Luc. Ep-Sev. 

22. quidquid] quodcunque p. Cyp.: quaecunque Aug. Ep-Sev. | 
accipiamus Cyp-cod. | eius 1°] om. Luc. | seruamus] custodiimus p. : 
custodimus Luc. | quae] pr. ea Vg. | sunt placita] ei placent Luc. fic 
conspectu eius] coram eo Vg. : ante conspectum eius Luc. | faciamus Luc. 

23. et 1°—credamus] om. Luc. | nomini] in nomine Vg. Luc. | eius 2°] 
ipsius Luc. | diligamus] amemus nos Luc. | inuicem] alterutrum V¢. | 
mandatum nobis Vg. 

24. mandata Vg. | manebit] manet Vg. | permanet] manet Vg. 

iv. 1. Kmi] dilectissimi Aug. | sps 1°—sunt] spiritum qui ex deo est 
Aug. 1/, | ex] a Spec-codd. | sint Vg. Cass. | qm] quia Aug. | prodierunt] 
exierunt Vg. Iren. Luc. ?/, Spec. | in hoc saeculo] in mundum Vg. : in istum 
mundum Aug. : de saeculo Iren. : in hunc mundum p. Spec. : om. hoc Luc. 

2. hinc]in hoc Vg. Aug. Iren. : ex hoc Luc. | cognoscitur sps] cognoscite 
spiritum Iren. ; intellegite spiritum Luc. | Christum Iesum Prisc. 7/3 | IHM] 
om. Prisc. 1/, | XPM] om. Cass. | in carne uenisse] om. Prisc. ?/s | carnem 
Prisc. ?/, | ex. de Cyp. Prisc. 3/, Amb. 

3. Cf. Qui autem negat in carne uenisse de deo non est sed est de anti- 
christi spiritu (antichristus cod.) Cyp. (cf. etiam Epist. 73. 15): et omnis 
spiritus qui soluit Christum in carne uenisse non est ex deo Aug. }/,: omnis 
qui soluit Iesum Christum et negat eum in carne uenisse non est ex deo Aug. 
1/, ! omnis sps qui] quicunque sps Amb. 1/, (uid.): omnis qui Amb. 2/, (uid.) 
Cass. 4/, | non confitetur] soluit p. Vg. Tert. 1/. (uid.) Iren. Prisc. 1/, Cass. 
4/,: negat Tert. 1/, Prisc. Y. Amb. 1/, (cf. Cyp.): destruit Luc. | IHM] 
Iesum Christum in carne uenisse Aug. Tert. 1/, (om. Iesum) Amb. 2/, | non 
est ex do Aug. | ex] de Amb. 1/, Prisc. ?/, | et 2°—antixpisti] et hic anti- 
christus est Tert. '/, Prisc. Cass-cod. 3/,: sed de antichristo est Iren. : et 
hoc est antichristi Cass. ?/s-ed. 1/; | hoc] hic p. Vg. Aug. | illus antixpisti p.] 
antichristus Vg. Aug. | illius] quod est Luc, | quem] de quo Vg. Aug. : 
quod Cass. | quia] quoniam Vg. | uenturus est] uenit Vg. Cass. | nunc]+iam 
Vg. Cass. | saeculo] mundo Vg. 

4. iamjom. Vg. | et uicistis eos] uincite illos De sing. cler. | eos] eum Vg. 
Aug. | qm] quia Aug. Paul-Nol. °/, | maior] potior Paul-Nol. 1/, | est in 
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uobis Aug. | uobis] nobis Cass. Paul-Nol. 8/3 | hic—est 3°] qui in mundo Vg. : 
qui in hoc mundo est Aug. : qui in hoc mundo Cyp. 1/, Cass. Paul-Nol. °/,: 
qui in isto mundo Cyp. 5. 

5. hii] ipsi Vg. : isti Luc. | saeculo 1°] mundo Vg. Aug. | propterea] ideo 
Vg. Aug. | saeculo 2°] mundo Vg. Aug. | saeculum audit eos] mundus eos 
audit Vg. Aug. 

6. nos 1°]+autem Luc. | cognoscit] nouit Vg. Aug. | qui 2°]+autem 
Luc. | nos audit] audit nos Luc. | hinc] in hoc Vg.: ex hoc Aug. Lue. | 
cognoscimus spm] cognoscitur spiritus Aug. : intellegimus spiritum Luc. 

7. kmi] dilectessimi Aug. | diligamus] amemus Luc. | inuicem] 47. nos 
Vg. : nos alterutrum Luc. | qm] quia Vg. Aug. | fratrem suum] om. Vg. 
Aug. De rebap. | suum] om. p. | cognoscit] cognouit Aug. 

8. qui—dm] om, Aug. (uid.) De rebap. (uid.) | qui] quicunque Luc. | 
diligit]+fratrem Luc. | ignorat] non nouit Vg. Aug. Luc. | quia] quoniam 
Vg. Luc. | caritas] dilectio Aug. De rebap. Claud. Mam. 

9. in] ex Luc. Spec. | apparuit] manifestata est Aug. Spec. (manifesta 
cod.): declarata est Luc. | caritas] dilectio Aug. | di] Domini Spec-ed. | 
nobis] uobis Spec-ed. | qm] quia Aug. : quod Spec. | unicum] unigenitum 
Vg. Aug. | ds] om. Aug. Spec. | saeculo] mundum Vg. : hunc mundum p. 
Aug. Spec. : saeculum Luc. , eum] ipsum Aug. Spec-ed. 

10. caritas] dilectio Aug. | quod] quasi Vg. : quia Aug. | nos 1°] om, 
Aug. | dilexerimus] dileximus Aug.: amauerimus Luc. | dm] om. Aug. : 
dnm. Aug-cod. | qm] quia Aug. : quod Luc. | ipse dilexit nos] prior nos ille 
dilexit Cass. | ipse]+ prior Vg. Aug. | dilexit] amauerit Luc. | misit] miserit 
Luc.] propitiaiorem] propitiationem Vg. : litatorem Aug. : expiatorem Luc. 

| pro peccatis nostris] peccatorum nostrorum Luc. | . 

11. Kmi] dilectissimi Aug. | si sic] sicut p. | si]+ergo] Luc. | sic] ita 
Aug. | dilexit] amauit Luc.] debemus et nos Aug. | et] sic p. | diligere 
inuicem] alterutrum diligere Vg.: inuicem diligere Aug.: alterutrum 
amare Luc. 

12. quod si] si Vg. Aug. | diligimus p. | manebit Aug. | caritas] dilectio 
Aug. | perfecta—nobis] in nobis perfecta est Vg.: erit perfecta in nobis 
Aug. 

13. in 1°} ex Vict.Vit. | cognoscimus] scimus Vict.Vit.: intellegimus 
p- | qnm] quia Aug. Vict. Vit. | in 2°—ipse] om. Vict.Vit. | ipso] eo Vg. | 
qm] quia Aug. Vict. Vit. | suo] dei p.: sancto Vict. Vit. ame 

14. testamur] testificamur Vg.: testes sumus Aug. | qm] quia p. 
Aug. | pater misit] misit deus Cass. | saeculi] mundi Vg. Aug. 

I5. quicunque] quisquis Vg. Cass-cod.: qui Aug. 7/, Tert. Cass-cod. : 
quisque Cass-ed. | confessus fuerit] crediderit Cass. | qm] quod Aug.] ihs] 
Christus Tert. (uid.) | eo] ipso Aug. : illo Tert. Cass. | ipse in do] caritas dei 
in eo perfecta est Cass. (?),  _ 

16. credimus p. | in 1°—ds 1°] quam dilectionem deus habet Aug. | in 
caritate 1°] caritati Vg. | caritas] dilectio Aug. Cyp. '/, Paul-Nol. : agape 
Cyp-cod. a] et 3°] om. Cyp. 4/, Cass-ed. | in 3°—do] in deo in dilectione 
Cyp-codd. 4/ | caritate 2°] dilectione Aug. Cyp. */2: agape Cyp. ¥/?| 
permanet] manet Vg. Aug. Cyp. ?/, Cass. | eo] illo Aug. 1/, Cyp. ?/,: 
ipso Cass. | manet 2°] om. Vg. Cyp-codd. "/, Aug. Cass. 

17. karitas in nobis] dilectio (+eius i.) in nobis Aug. 7/3: in nobis 
dilectio Aug. 1/; | karitas]+Dei Vg. | in nobis] nobiscum Vg.|.. .] ut 
Vg. Aug. | habeamus Vg. Aug. Cass. | die Aug. Cass-ed. 

18. caritate] dilectione Aug. !/, Tert. | sed]+enim Tert. | perfecta] con- 
summata Aug. | caritas] dilectio Aug. 1/, Tert. */, Amb. Salv. Tyr. Ruf. 
Hier. | foras mittit] foras abicit Tert. 1/,: excludit foras Amb. | foris Aug- 
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cod. | qm] quia Aug. Tert. 1/. | poenam] tormentum Aug. : suppliciamentum 
Tert. #/, | qui autem] et qui Tert. 1/, | caritatem] dilectione Aug. Tert. */,. 

19. ergo] om. Aug. | diligamus]+deum Vg. | qm] quia Aug. Cass. | 
ipse] deus Vg. Cass. (?) | nos dilexit Aug. */y. _ 

20. quis] qui Cyp-ed. | dicit Luc. | diligo dm] fv. quoniam Vg. : quoniam 
diligit dm Cyp. : quia diligit dm Luc. : <de>se quod deum diligit Faust. 
odit—suum 2°] om. p.* | oderit Vg. | enim] autem Luc. | diligit] amat Luc. 
quem uidet] om. Cyp-cod. Luc. | dm 2°] dominum Aug.-codd. | quomodo] 
non Cyp-ed. Luc. F 

21. hoc]+ergo p. | a do] ab ipso Aug. Luc. : ab eo p. | diligit] amat 
Luc. | diligat] amet Luc. 

v. I quia] quoniam Vg.: quod Aug. | est 1°] sit Aug. : om. Spec. | est 
2°]+deus in ipso est et ipse in deo Spec. | genitorem] eum qui genuit Vg. : 
qui genuit eum Aug. | eum] pr. et Vg. | genitus—eo] ex deo (eo p.) natus est 
p. Spec-ed. : natus est ex ipso Spec-codd. | genitus] natus Vg. ees 

2. hinc] in hoc Vg. Aug. | cognoscimus] intellegimus Luc. | qm] quia 
Aug. | diligimus 1°] amamus Lue. | filios] natos Vg. | cum] quia Aug. : 
quando Luc. | diligimus dm] deum diligamus Vg.: deum diligimus Aug. : 
amamus dm Luc. | mandata] praecepta Aug. | eius] ipsius Luc. | facimus] 
faciamus Vg. : seruauimus p. 

3. caritas]+dei Vg. Aug. Luc. : dilectio dei Aug. | ut—seruemus] om. 
Luc. | mandata 1°] praecepta Aug. | seruemus] explic. Aug. : custodiamus 
Vg. : obseruemus Aug. | eius] ipsius Luc. 

4. quia] quoniam Vg. | saeculum 1°, 2°] mundum Vg. 

5. quis] qui p. | autem] om. Vg. | saeculum] mundum Vg. | credidit p. | 
quia] quoniam Vg. 

6. et 2°] om. Vg. De rebap. | tantum in aqua] in aqua solum Vg. | testi- 
monium] qui testificatur Vg.: qui testimonium perhibet De rebap.: qui 
testimonium reddit Spec. | quia] quoniam Vg. | sps] Christus p. Vg. 

7, 8. quoniam tres sunt qui testimonium dant in caelo Pater uerbum et 
spiritus sanctus et hi tres unum sunt et tres sunt qui testimonium dant in terra 
spiritus et aqua et sanguis et hi tres unum sunt Vg.: cf. ef cterum de patre et 
Julio et spiritu sancto scriptum est et tres unum sunt Cyp. : quia tres testimonium 
perhibent spiritus et aqua et sanguis et isti tres unum sunt De rebap. /, (in 
unum cod. 4/,, cf. von Soden, Das lateinische NT. in Afrika, p. 280): tres 
testes sunt aqua sanguis et spiritus Amb.: tria sunt quae testimonium 
perhibent aqua sanguis (+ et 1/,) Spiritus Euch. ?/,: tria sunt qui testimonium 
dicunt in terra aqua caro et sanguis et haec tria in unum sunt et tria sunt 
quae testimonium dicunt in caelo pater uerbum et spiritus et haec tria unum 
sunt in Christo Iesu Prisc. : tres sunt qui testimonium perhibent (dant cod.) 
in caelo pater uerbum (et filius codd.) et spiritus sanctus (0. sanctus cod.) et 
hi tres unum sunt Vict. Vit. : tres sunt qui testimonium dicunt in caelo pater 
uerbum et spiritus et hii tres unum sunt Spec. 1/,: quoniam (quia p. Spec- 
cod.) tres sunt qui testimonium dicunt (dant p.) in terra spiritus aqua et 
sanguis et hi tres unum sunt in Christo Iesu et tres sunt qui testimonium 
dicunt (dant p.) in caelo pater uerbum et (om. et p.) spiritus (+sanctus p. 
Spec-cod.) et hii tres unum sunt p. Spec. 7/,, 

g. accepimus p. | quia 1°—di 2°] om. p. | quia 1°] quoniam Vg. | quia 
2°] quod maius est quoniam Vg. | testatus est Tert. 

10. filio 1°] filium Vg. | di 2°] eius Spec. | se] semet ipso Spec. | qui 2°] 
+autem Spec. | in do] filio Vg.: Iesu Christo Spec. | eum] deum Spec. | 
quia non credit] quoniam non credidit p. | in testimonium] testimonio p. 
Spec. | eius] om. Vg. Spec. | ds] om. Spec. 

12. Cf. qui filium non habet nec uitam habet Tert. | di 1°] om. Vg. 
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Prisc. :+in se p. | uitam habet] habet uitam p.(+eternam) Vg. | di 2°] om. 
Vg. Prise. 

13. haec] pr. carissimi p. | scripsi p. | quia] quoniam Vg. 

14, ad eum] apud dm p. | quidquid] quodcumque Vg. 

15. si] om. Vg. | quia] qm p. | petiuimus] postulamus Vg. 

16. si quis] qui Vg. Cass. : omnis qui p. | peccare] delinquere Tert. ?/, 
Hil. | peccatum 1°] delictum Tert. ?/.: 0. Hil. | no] pr. sed Hil. | 
postulabit] petat Vg. Hil. : petat pro eo p. | dabit ei uitam] dabitur ei uita Vg. 
Tert. 1/, Cass-codd. 1/.:+deus p. Cass-codd. ?/, | ei] illi deus Hil. | his— 
mortem 2°] peccanti non ad mortem p. Vg. Cass. (pr. sed p. cod. 4/,: 
peccantibus ed. }/,): qui (quia #/,) non ad mortem delinquit Tert. ?/,: om. 
Hil. | enim] ov. Vg. Tert. 1/. | peccatum 2°] delictum Tert. ?/, | usque 2°] om. 
Vg. Tert. ?/, Hil. Cass. | non 3°] pr. sed Hil. | pro] de Tert. 4/, | ut postulet] 
om. Hil. (uid.) | postulet] roget quis Vg.: gv. quis Tert. ?/,: roget Cass. 
(rogent Codd.) Aug. (+quis cod.). 

17. iniustitia] iniquitas Vg. | peccatum 1°, 2°] delictum Tert. 

18. qm] quia Vg.: quod Tert. | est] sit Tert. | peccat] delinquit Tert. | 
natiuitas] generatio Vg. Aug. Cass. 

19. totus—est]saeculum totum in malo positum est Salv. | mundus totus 
Vg. | totus} omnis Prisc. | mundus] pr. hic Paul-Nol. (uid.) | positus est] iacet 
Paul-Nol. 

20. uenit]+et carnem uiduit nostri causa et passus est et resurrexit a 
mortuis adsumpsit nos p. Spec. | et 1'—XPO] Cf. et nos dedit sensum per quem 
sciremus quod est uerbum in Christo Iesu Paul.Oros. | intellectum] sensum 
Vg. Paul.Oros. Spec. | sciamus] cognoscamus Vg. : cognosceremus Spec. | 
quod est uerum] uerum deum Vg, : eum qui (quia codd.) uerus est Spec. | et 
3°] ut Spec-cod. | uero] uerbum Spec-codd. | I1U XPO] om. Veg. | hic] 
ipse Aug. | ds] 0. Spec. | aeterna]+et resurrectio nostra Spec. 

21. filioli] fratres Aug. | custodite uos] cauete Aug. | ab idolis]a simulacris 
Vg. Aug. Spec. + Amen Vg. 


ayaray . . . diligerehq Vg. Aug. (iii. 14) amare Luc. 
5 q Vg. Aug. (iii. 23) ,, Luc. 
dilexerimus q Vg. (iv. 10) amauerimus Luc. 
dileximus Aug. 
diligere q Vg. Aug. De rebap. (iv. 7, 11) amare Luc. 
»  q Vg. Aug. (iv. 20) Hp, | bitte: 
>» q Vg. Aug. (v. 2) ye Laie; 
dydry . « » Caritas h Vg. (ii. 5) dilectio Aug. 
asym lcgivice (iii. 16) ,, Aug. 
Ae bas i 17) ,, Aug. Cyp-cod. 1/, agape Cyp- 
cod. 


Kp q Vg. (iv 8) ,, Aug. De rebap. 
» Vg. (iv. 9, 10, 12, 17) dilectio Aug. agape 
Cyp. 3/. 
spon gave: (iv. 16) dilectio Aug. Cyp. ¥/o. 
»  q Vg. Aug. (v.3) 5, Aug. Luc. 
Ar Vg. (3 Jn. 6) oy) lier, 
dyarnrés . . carissimush Vg. (ii. 7)  dilectissimus Aug. 
Vg. (iv. 7, I1) is Aug. 
22 g Fo 
be Vg. (3 Jn. 1) Hon Aug. a 
dyyela . . . mandatum hq (iii. 11) annunciatio Vg, Aug. repromissio 
uc, 
dyitey . . . castificare h (iii. 3) sanctificare Vg. Aug. 
ayvés. . . . castush (iii. 3) sanctus Vg. Aug. 
doula. » » iniquitash Vg. Aug. (i. 9) iniustitia Tert. 
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iniquitas Vg. (v. 17) iniustitia q. 
tollere h Vg, (iii. 5) auferre Aug. 
petere, petere q (v. 15) petere, postulare Vg. 
postulare q Tert. (v. 16) petere Vg. Hil. 
postulare q Tert. (v. 16) rogare Vg. Aug. Cass, 
(ii. 16) superbia uitae h Vg. 
ambitio saeculi Cyp. Aug. 
»» mundi Cyp-cod. 1/4, 
» humanae uitae Prisc. 
inuicem q Aug. (iii. 23) alterutrum Vg. 
ey a Aug. (iv. 7) nos inuicem Vg. nos alterutrum Luc. 
is ug. alterutrum Vg. Luc. 
* Vaug. (2 Jn. 5 Vg. 
peccare h Vg. Aug. (i, 10) deltocuate’ Cyp. Tert. 


q Vg. (v. 16) Tert. Hil. 
peccatum h ve: Cyp. (i. 9) delictum Tert, Aug. 
g. (ill. 5) 3 Tert. Aug. 


forsitan h (ii. ee utique Vg. Aug. Cyp. (om. ed. #/; cod.|1/5). 

remittere h Vg. (i. 9) dimittere Cyp. Tert. Aug. Spec. 

substantia h q Vg. Cyp. facultates Aug. 

genitorem q (v. I) eum qui genuit Vg. qui genuit eum 
Aug. 

qui genitus est q Aug. (v. i.) qui natus est Vg. Spec. 

natiuitas q (v. 18) generatio Vg. Aug. Cass. 

scire h Vg. (ii. 5) cognoscere Aug. 

cognoscere q Vg. Aug. (v. 2) intelligere Luc. 

propterea q (iv. 5) ideo Vg. Aug. 

iustum h eyo Aug. (ii. 1)? suffragatorem Cyp. 


idolum q @ 21) simulacrum Vg. Aug. Spec. 
mandatum h Vg. Aug. (ii. 3) cabecmie Cyp. 


93 q Vg. (v. 2) 99 Aug. 
” q Vg. (v. 3) 99 Aug. 
Vg. Luc. (2Jn. 5)», Aug. 
prodierunt q Aug. (iv. 1) exierunt ve Luc. Spec. 
ss Vg. Tert. (ii. 19) » hh Cyp. Aug. 
(prodiit h (Buch.). 
profecti sunt Vg. (3 Jn. 7) Hier, 


(iv. 18) foras mittit q ve Aug. Tert. "By, 

foras abicit Tert. 1/s 

excludit foras ‘Amb. 

concupiscentia h Cyp. Vg. (ii. 16) desiderium Aug. 
uoluntas Prisc. 

aS h Cyp. Vg. (ii. 17) desideria Aug. 

(ii. 2) exoratio h. 

propitiatio Vg. 

propitiator Aug. 

placatio Tert. Hil. 

deprecatio Cyp 

? satisfactio Ae ‘placaltio Ad Vigil. 

(iv. 10) propitiator q- 

propitiatio Vg. 

litator Aug. 

expiator Luc. 

purgare h (i, 9) emundare Vg. Tert. mundare Aug. Spec. 

quemadmodum h (ii. 6) sicut Vg. Aug. quomodo Cyp. 
Hier, 
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uocaremur h (iii. 1) nominemur Vg. appellemur Aug. 

uocemur Aug. 

poena q Vg. Tert. 1/, (iv. 18) tormentum Aug. supplicia- 
mentum Tert. 1/,, 


saeculum h (ii. 2) mundus Vg. Aug. 
ne h Cyp. (ii. 16) » Wg. Aug. Cyp. 
99 h (ii. 17) », Vg. Aug. Cyp. 


of Lue. (iii. 13) » hq Vg. Aug. 
ry) q (iv. I, 5» 14) » Vg. Aug. 
re q Luc. (iv. 9) » Wg. Aug. Spec. 
Sein iwc ,,- Ve 
uerbum h Vg. (i. 10) sermo Tert. 
(iv. 14) testamur q. 
testificamur Yg. 
testes sumus Aug. 
(v. 7, 8) testimonium dare Vg. 
testificari q. 
testimonium perhibere De rebap. Euch. Vict. Vit, 
testis esse Amb, 
testimonium dicere Prisc. Spec. 
(iii. 14) transimus h q. 
translati sumus Vg. h (Buch.), 
transiuimus Aug. 
transitum fecimus Luc. 
unicus q (iv. 9) unigenitus Vg. Aug. 
iuuenis h Aug. (ii. 13) adolescens Vg, 
x Ve. Aug. (it. 14) Be h, 
(ii. 4) se noscere h. : 
se nosse Vg. 
quia cognouit (-ui) Cyp. Aug. 
pueri h Aug. (ii. 14) infantes Vg. 
aduocatus h Vg. Cyp. Aug. (ii. 1) paracletus Faust. Vict. 
Vit. 
praesentia h (il. 28) aduentus Vg. Aug. 
occidit h q Vg. Aug. (iii. 12) interfecit. 
haec h Vg. Aug. (ii. 1) ista Cyp. 
filiiq Aug. (v. 2) nati Vg. 
fili h (ii. 1) filioli Vg. Cyp. Aug. Tert. fratres Aug. 
perfectus q Vg. Aug. (iv. 18) consummatus Aug. 
seruare h Aug. (ii. 3) obseruare Vg. custodire Cyp. Luc. 
», Aug. Luc. (ii. 5) as h Vg. 
» q Vg. Aug. (iii. 22) A Lue. 
» 9g Aug. (v. 3) obseruare Luc. _,, Vg. 
obscoecare h Vg. (ii. 11) excaecare Cyp. Aug. obscurare 
Luc. 
manifestus esse Vg. (ii. 19). 
manifestari Aug. (ii. 19, 28, iil. 2), h (iii. 2), Tert. (iii, 2), 
Tert. Aug. (iii. 8), Aug. Spec. (iv. 9). 
praesto esse h (ii. 19). 
uenire h (ii. 28). 
apparere Vg. (ii. 28) Vg.'Aug. (iii. 2) hq Vg. (iii. 8) q Vg. 
(iv. 9). 
revelari Amb. (iii. 2). 
declarari Luc. (iii. 8, iv. 9). 
lumen h V¢g. (ii. 7) lux Aug. 
» hb Aug. (7/.) (ii. 9) lux Vg. Aug. (3/.) Cyp. 
(Spec. ). 
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xpelav éxew. .» (ili. 17) egere q. 


(cui) opus [est] h (Buch.). 
necessitatem habere Vg. 
desiderantem Cyp. 
esurientem Aug. 


COLLATION OF THE OLD LaTIN TEXT WITH THE GREEK 


| eka 


2 


2 


= 


Io. 


II. 2. 


7 


(ED. NESTLE). 


o 3°] pr. et. 

om. o clcacapeba, 

7 wy] ipsa uita. 
Maprupovpey] testes sumus, 
nywv] in nobis. 


. o] quae. 


Kar vu] uobis. 

peta 1°] pr. séz. 

peta. Tov Tarpos| cum Deo Patre. 
pera. 2°] Om. 

Tov vwov avrov] post Xpucrov. 
neers] wobis. 

npwv] uestrum. 














. eav| quodsi. 
. avtos| et tpse. 


KaGapife.] purgabit. 
Inoov] + Xpicrov = Vg. 


. ovk eotiv] post yu = Vg. 


eorv] om. 

amro| ex. 

eav| quod si: si Vg. 

movoupev] faciemus. 

tAacpos] post exrw = Vg. 

ort eyvwxa] se noscere: se nosse Vg.: quia cognoni 
Cyp. 

kat 2°] om. 

os 8 ay] nam qui. 

avtov] post Aoyov = Vg. 

ad7Ows| om. 








6. ovrws} om. 


a 


10. 
13 


evtoAnv] post Kawyy. 
exere| habuistis. 


. adnOes] uere. 


mapaytverar] iam transeunt: transierunt Vg. 
o] pr. nam. 
Tov am apxys| quod erat ab initio. 


BIL 


14. 
16. 


ry: 
18. 
19. 


20. 


21. 


27. 
28. 


16. 


17. 
18. 


19. 
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eypawa 1°, 3°] scribo, 
eypaya vu. ratepes] om, 
aapkos] + est. 

Buov]+est (uid.), 

ouk] pr. guae. 

avrov| om. 

kat 2°] om. 


roo ? prodiit. 





noav 1°} erat. 

ynoav 2°| fuisset. 

pewevnkercay| permansisset. 

pavepwhwowy| praesto fiat. 

exere] accepistis. 

mavres| omnia. 

ort ovK ovdare] guast ignorantibus. 

add’ ort odare] sed (+ quasi Vg.) scientibus. 


. OUK eorw | est. 


24. 


ev vu 1°] post pevero. 

eav}] quod si. 

ever] permaneat: maneat Vg. 
eav | cum. 

gpavdw6y| uenerit: apparuerit Vg. 
oxwper | post wappyo tay. 





. Were] ecce. 


ov ywwoxe nuas] nos inhonorat (Ber.): nos egnorat 
(Buch.). 


ori—avTov | om. 


. Te] qui. 


cay | Cum. 


avtw| post ecopueba. 


. ex avtw| 77 €0. 





exewos| et zi/e. 


. Kabws—exevvos| om. 
. 0 1°]+autem. 

Io. 
II. 
r2. 


ner 





ev tourw| ex hoc q: 7” hoch Vg. Aug. 
avTy—ayyeAva] hoc est mandatum h q. 

ex] pr. gu q. 

onl pr. et. 

vpas] nos h q. 

eyvwxapev] Cognoscimus. 

xpetay exovra] egere h q; necessitatem habere Vg. 
Aoyw| tantum uerbo h (uerba) q. 

ev] pr. et. 

yrooopeba] cognoscimus h: cognoscimur q. 


218 


IV. 


V. 


20. 


ot: 
22, 
23. 
24. 


Onn np 


Io. 


r2. 


14. 
17. 


19. 
20. 


21. 


2. 
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mecopev| suademus q: suadebimus h Vg, 
n al cor nostrum h q. 

ort 2°] om. h q Vg. 

n kapoua. yun] cor nostrum non nos, 
AapBavoper] accipiemus. 

evToAnv] post npuy. 

tas evrohas| mandatum. 

npuv| post edwxey = Vg. 


. ev toutw] hine. 


ywwokere] cognoscitur. 
eAndvbora] uenisse. 


. #n oporoyer] non confitetur: soluit Vg. 


epxerau] uenturus est. 
0 2°—xoopw] his qui in saeculo est. 


. avrou} hii. 


avtwv]| post akover. 


. akovet 2°] post nuwy 2° 
. ayaray|+fratrem suum = De rebapt. 


. OUK ies ignorat. 





tAacpov| propitiatorem. 

addyAovs] post ayamar. 

sige post refearar = Vg. 
post eoruv. 

tov wov| filium suum. 

pe? nov) in nobis. 

exper | habemus. 

mpwros| prior. 

ott | om. 

ewpaxev (bis)] uzdet. 

ov| guomodo. 

amr avrov] a deo. 





ev routw| hince. 
tov Oeov] post ayarrwper 2°. 


. yap] post eorw = Vg. 


tov Jeov| om. 


. HviKkyoara| guae uincit. 
. eorw]|+autem. 
. ovx] pr. et. 





ev Tw voati] post povov. 
TO paptupovr | testimonium. 


: paptupourtes | + in terra. 


aia|+et tres sunt qui testificantur in caelo pater et 
uerbum et sps scs. 
ol Tpets | hi tres. 
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es To ev] unum. 
IO. paprupiay 1°|+ dé. 
tw Jew] in do: filio Vg. 
fapruptay 2°] + elus. 
TI. 0 Geos] post nw = Veg. 
12. Tov woy 1°] + a7. 
13. eypawa] ? scribo. 
14. ort cay 71] quia quidquid : quia quodcunque Vg. 
16. wx] scéz. 
apaptavovta| peccare. 
cory] + enim. 
17. ov] om.= Vg. 
18. o yevvnes ex Tov Geov] natiuitas di: generatio Dei Vg. 
Ig. 0 Koopos] post odos. 
20, ovdapev de] et scimus: scimus Veg. 
tov adnfwov] quod est uerum: uerum Deum Vg. 
ecpev| simus. 
ev To viw| filio, 





In the above collation the Greek has been underlined when 
the Latin supports a Greek reading which differs from that 
contained in Nestle’s text. The differences between the Old 
Latin and Vulgate have also been marked. When the Old 
Latin agrees with the Vulgate the rendering has been printed in 
Italics, or the agreement has been noted by the symbol “= Vg.”; 
when the Vulgate differs from both the Greek and the Old Latin 
its rendering has been added; in all other cases the Vulgate 
agrees with the Greek against the Old Latin. For the “ Vulgate,” 
Nestle’s printed text has been used. The amount of help to be 
obtained from the Old Latin in determining the Greek text is 
not great. There are, of course, but few passages in which 
there is serious doubt as to the true reading. But the collation 
brings out at least one interesting fact, in the number of instances 
where Greek variants are not involved, but where the Vulgate 
agrees with the Greek against the Old Latin. This shows the 
extent to which the Vulgate has revised a not very accurate 
translation into far closer conformity with the Greek text. The 
facts are of some interest in connection with the tendency which 
is clearly marked in the Old Latin to add interpretative glosses. 
In two passages the textual evidence of the Old Latin is of 
special interest. In iv. 3 the reading “ non confitetur” supports 
the view which is suggested by the evidence of Cyprian and 
Tertullian that the original reading in Greek has 7 dsmodoyel 
and that the Ave (represented by the Vulgate “soluit” and 
apparently known to Tertullian) came into the Latin text as an 
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interpretative gloss. In the more famous passage v. 7, 8 the 
Old Latin gives us the gloss in its earlier form in which the 
earthly witnesses precede the heavenly, as in the text of 
Priscillian, whose quotation of the passage is the earliest known 
evidence for the insertion. It is unfortunate that in both these 
verses we are dependent for our Old Latin text on Ziegler’s 
Freisingen Fragments, and have not the help of the Fleury 
Palimpsest, which, though not pure African, undoubtedly 
approaches nearer to the earlier forms of the Old Latin text. 

In the case of the two shorter Epistles we have no help from 
MSS, except the last few verses (11d-end) of the Third Epistle, 
which are extant in the Latin (only) of Codex Bezae, where they 
are found between the Fourth Gospel and the Acts, a position 
which perhaps suggests, as has been pointed out, that in this MS 
the Johannine Epistles were treated as an appendix to the Gospel. 

It has therefore been possible to reproduce only the quota- 
tions of the Epistles which follow the Old Latin text or at 
least afford information about it. The words in these quotations 
which do not agree with the Vulgate have been printed in 
Clarendon type, in order to show how far the citations yield Old 
Latin evidence. A few have been added which are not con- 
tained in the Volumes already published in the Vienna Corgus. 
In their case the reference to Migne has been given with the 
number of the volume in his edition of the Father quoted. It 
may be worth while to tabulate the following renderings, in 
addition to those already given, which they attest : 


O. L. Vulgate. 
aroNapBavew recipere (Luc.) accipere. 
eOviKds gentilis (Hier.) gens. 
évdirvov coram ( ,, ) in conspectu. 
epyov factum (Cyp.) opus (Luc.). 
Kadas sicut (Luc.) quemadmodum. 

quasi (Aug.) 
apBavew admittere (Cyp.) recipere. 
accipere (Luc.) 
wAdvos fallax (Luc. Spec.)  seductor. 
TPOTre LATELY praemittere (Hier.) deducere. 
as sicut (Luc.) tanquam. 


So far as it goes this evidence supports that which has been 
collected in connection with the First Epistle. The Bezan 
fragment, which has been collated with the Vulgate and also 
with the Greek (Nestle’s text has been used in both cases) 
again shows the usual Vulgate accommodation to the Greek, but 
suggests a Greek text further removed from that which Jerome 
made the basis of his Vulgate. 
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The Specu/um quotation of 2 Jn. 11 affords another instance 
of the addition of glosses. The words (ecce praedixi uobis ne 
in diem domini condemnemini) are found in some MSS of the 
Vulgate. 

The text of the Perpignan MS in the two minor Epistles is 
mainly Vulgate. The following readings may, however, be noted : 

2 Jn. 4 gauisus] pr. Karissimi | 7 prodierunt | 8 custodite ne 
perdatis | estis]+in Dno | 9 doctrina]+eius | 12 per chartam 
et atramentum] per atramentum et in epistola | futurum 
uenturum | electae] + ecclesie 3 Jn. 2 | egit | 4 eile 
gaudium | 6 benefacis deducens | profecti sunt] peregrinantur | 
huiusmodi]+ participes | 14 te uisurum (cf. d) | saluta tu amicos 
nominatos. 

2 Jn. 10, 11—Cypr. Sent. Hpisc. 81. ‘Si quis ad uos! 
uenit et doctrinam Christi non habet, nolite eum admittere in 
domum uestram et aue? illi ne dixeritis? qui enim dixerit¢ illi 
aue 2 communicat factis eius malis.” 

leos A. 2 haue SL habe T}. 
3 dixeris S. 4 om. qui enim dixerit S. 

2 Jn. 7-8—Irenaeus, 11. xvi. 8 (ed. Stieren). ‘“ Multi 
seductores exierunt in hune mundum qui non confitentur Iesum 
Christum in carne uenisse. Hic est seductor et Antichristus.” 

2 Jn. 11. “Qui enim dicit eis Aue communicat operibus 
ipsorum nequissimis.” 

2 Jn. 7—Priscillian, p. 30. “Qui non confitentur Christum 
Iesum in carne uenisse, hi sunt seductores et antichristi.” 

2 Jn. 4-11—Lucifer, p. 28 (ed. Hartel). 4. “Gauisus sum 
valde quod inueni de filiis tuis ambulantes in ueritati sicuti 
mandatum accepimus a patre. 

5. “Oro te, domina, non sicut mandatum nouum scribens 
tibi, sed quod habuimus ab initio, ut diligamus nos alterutrum ; 

6. “et haec est caritas ut ambulemus secundum mandata eius. 
hoc est mandatum sicut audistis ab initio ut in eo ambuletis. 

7. “quoniam multi fallaces progressi sunt in saeculo! qui 
non confitentur Iesum Christum uenisse in carnem ; isti sunt 
fallaces et antichristi. 

1 seclo, 

8. “uidete eos, ne perdatis quod operati estis, sed ut mercedem 
plenam recipiatis. 

g. “omnis qui recedit et non manet in doctrina Christi 
deum non habet; qui autem manet in doctrina eius ille et 
patrem et filium habet. 


et 1°—christo] a doctrina eius Luc. 1/5. 


to. “si quis uenerit ad nos et hanc doctrinam non adfert, 
nolite accipere eum in domum et aue nolite dicere ei; 
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rr. quienim dicit ei aue communicat operibus eius malignis.” 

2 Jn. 7—ad Petrum Fullonen. Ep. Imp. p. 198. “ Multi 
exierunt in mundum seductores, qui non confitentur Christum 
Iesum in carne uenisse.” 

2 Jn. 7—Gelasius i. ad Ep. Dardaniae. Ep. 79, p. 221. 
* Qui negat Christum in carne uenisse hic est antichristus.” 

2 Jn. 3—Augustine, ad Rom. c. 12 (Migne, iil. 2096). “ Sit 
uobiscum gratia misericordia pax a Deo Patre et Jesu Christo 
Filio Patris.” 

2 Jn. 5—Augustine, De gratia et libero arbitrio, c. 35 (Migne, 
x. 903). “Non quasi praeceptum nouum scribam tibi sed 
quod habuimus ab initio ut diligamus inuicem.” 

3 Jn. 1—Augustine, ad Rom. c. 12 (Migne, ili. 2096). 
‘Senior Gaio dilectissimo quem ego diligo in ueritate.” 

3 Jn. 5-7—Jerome, Jn Zitum, Lib. i. 701 (Migne, vii. 568). 
“ Charissime fideliter facis quodcumque operaris in fratribus et 
hoc peregrinis qui testimonium dederunt dilectioni tuae coram 
ecclesia quos optime facies si praemiseris Deo digne pro 
nomine enim Domini exierunt nihil accipientes a gentilibus.” 

2 Jn. 7—Spec. 315, 6, ed. Weihrich. 7. “Quoniam multi 
fallaces! prodierunt in hune mundum, qui non confitentur 
iesum christum dominum nostrum? in carne? uenisse hii? 
fallaces et antichristi® sunt.” 


1 fallaces S. 2 dnm nrm ihm xspm MVLC, 
8 om. in carne C. hi L; 


5 antecris | tii S anticristi V. 


2 Jn. 10, 11—Spec. 517, 4. 10. “Si quis uenit ad uos et hanc 
‘doctrinam non adfert, nolite eum recipere in domum! et aue2 ne 
dixeritis ei.? 

tr. “qui enim dicit illi aue* communicat operibus eius 
malignis. ecce praedixi uobis ne in diem® domini con- 
demnemini.° ” 


3 Jn. 4d-end. 
lin domo M. 2 habe SM! aue M?LC, 
3 illi ne dixeritis MLC, habe S abe Mt. 
® diem SMLC. 8 condempnemini M C, 


Copex BrEzak (f. 415). 


qui malefacit non uidit dm 
demetrio testimonium exhibetur ab omnibus 
et ab ipsa ueritate 
et nos uero testimonium perhibemus 
5 et scis testimonium nostrum uerum est 
plura habui scribere tibi 
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sed nolo per atramentum 

et calamum scribere tibi 

spero enim protinus te uisurum 
1 et os ad os locuturum pax tecum 
Salutant te amici tui 

saluta amicos nomatim. 


EPIsTULAE IoHANIs III. 


Lixplicit 
incipit 
Actus Apostolerum. 
2. exhibetur] redditur Vg. 12. pepapTupytar] testimo- 
nium exhibetur, 

4. et nos uero] sed et nos Vg. ort] om. 

5- scis] nosti quoniam Vg. 13. moAAa | plura. 

6. plura] multa Vg. cou 2°] post ypadev. 

7. nolo] nolui Vg. 14. de] enim. 

g. enim] autem Vg. AaAynoopev |locuturum 

uisurum] uidere Vg. 15. cou] tecum. 

to. locuturum] loquemur Vg. ot piAor] amici tui. 


tecum] tibi Vg. 
Ir, tui] om. Vg. 





INDICES. 


—=j-+—- 


A. GENERAL. 


B. AUTHORS AND WORKS. 


C. GREEK WORDS AND PHRASES. 
D. WORDS USED IN THE EPISTLES. 
&. WORDS USED IN GOSPEL BUT NOT IN EPISTLES. 


Roman figures refer to the Introduction. 


A, GENERAL. 


ABSOLUTE statements, writer’s use of, 


53: 

Anointing, 55. 
Antichrist, 49 ff., 59, 69 ff. 
Antinomianism, If., 84. 
Antiochus Iv., 73. 
Aorist, Epistolary, 42, 179. 

meaning of, 82, 131. 
Apodosis, introduced by kal, 63. 
Article, absence of, 51. 

use of double, 6. 
Assurance, xxviii., 98, I21, 141. 
Atonement, Day of, 28. 


Babylonian Myth, 69 ff. 

Barkochba, xviii. 

Belief, 103. 

Blood, meaning of, in Jewish thought, 


15. 
Brotherhood, author’s conception of, 
39, 94. 


Cain, interpretation of history of, 


92. 
Chiliasm, Ixxv ff. 
Christology of Epistles, xvi, xx, 8. 
Commandment, Old and New, mean- 
ing of, 33 ff. 
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Demas, Ixxxiii. 
Demetrius, Ixxxiif., 192 f. 
Demonstrative, use of, for emphasis, 


vi. 
Diotrephes, Ixxxii, 187 f. 
Docetism, xliv ff., Ixxvi. 


Eschatology, xviii, xxi, 37, 51. 
Ethical teaching of opponents, 1. 
Eye-witnesses, 2. 


False Teachers, the, xxxviii ff., 58 f. 
Fellowship, 8, 15, 104, 120. 

First person plural, use in these 
Epistles, 9, 13, 93, 122, 193. 
Forgiveness, meaning of &dpeovs in 

N.T., 20. 


Genitive, after substantives, 5. 
Glosses, 49, 138, 179. 
Gnosticism, xxviiif., 29, 31 f., 83, 85. 
Gospel and Epistles— 
Common types of sentences, v. 
Differences in minor points, xi. 
External attestation, xxii. 
Ideas common to both, viii f, 
Limitations of Vocabulary, vii. 
‘Originality’ of Author, x, xxiii. 
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Gospel and Epistles— 
Parallels in Epistles to the Last 


Discourses, xxiv. 
Peculiarities of Epistles, xiii. 
Phrases Common to both, iff 


Referen = in Epistles to Gospel, 
XxXtV T. 
Similarity and differences of style, 

¥, xxi. 

Heavenly Witnesses, the history of 
the Gloss, 154 ff 

Hospitality, duty af, bexix, lxexxi, 
178, 184. 

Intercession, 145, 14} 

Ttacism, § 

Judaism, x ff. 

Knowledge, meaning in S. John, 20. 

Love, teaching of Epistle on, 117 f., 
122, 125. 

—— tendencies in Epistles, 

Mosacixal Episcopate, development 
of, lxxxvil. 

Marduk, yo. 

Name, meaning of, in Jewish thought, 
+t 

Nominative absolute, use of, 60, 62. 


Organization of Asiatic Churches, 
Isxxixf 


B. AUTHORS 
Addai, Doctrine of, lix. 


Augustine, xxx, Ix, 3, 27, 43, %6, 
TI3, 156 


Babut, 160. 

Bacon, Hi. 

Baruch, Apoalypon eh ae > 
Basilides, siiii, 


Bede, §$f. ty 133. 
+33 
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Relative, infrequent use off v. 
fondness 


aay writer's for, 
Second and Third Episties— 
Relstion to the First, bxxiv ff. ; his- 
torical background of, ixxxiv & 
Secand Epistle— 


Comparison with the Didache, 
Ixxx. 


Sin, meaning of dasariay Qe in 
Gaspel and Epistle, rp. 
universality of, 22. 
Sin unto death, 145% 


Third Epistle— 
Cocenstnnces ete ae 
Relation to the Second, Iexxii, 
IS] 
Tiimat, 698 
Titles of Christ, & 16, 27, 58 105, 
Tt, 175. 


World, the, mesning of, in S. ule 
47, 92£, 107, 


AND WORKS. 


Berger, 156, 197 £ 
Bousset, 62. 


Dom, berxii, lxxxiv, 169, 
ty2, 181, 185. 
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AUTHORS AND WORKS 


Clemen, xxxix, xlii, 2, 59. 

Clement of Alexandria, xxxif., lvi, 
Ixf., III, 159, 169. 

Clement of Rome, lii. 

Coenen, 181, 

Cyprian, lix, 155. 


Daniel, Book of, 73, 75. 
Deissmann, 27, 66, 151, 183, 195. 
Didache, liv, lxxx, 107, 186, 
Diognetus, liv. 

Dittenberger, 67. 


Ebrard, xxv. 

Enoch, Book of, 27, 36, 74. 
Epiphanius, xliii, xlvi ff. 
Eusebius, lixf. 

Ezra, Fourth Book of, 75. 


Findlay, 3, 12, 55, 100. 
Fulgentius, 161. 


Gaius, 181. 
von der Goltz, 111 ff 
Gunkel, 69 


Haring, xxxiv ff. 

Harnack, Ixxxviiff., 182. 

Hermas, liv. 

Hilgenfeld, xlviii. 

Hippolytus, xlvi ff. 

Holtzmann, i, xix, xxix, 118, 153, 
168, 176. 

Hort, xxxviif. 

Huther, xxix, 193. 


Ignatius, xlv. 
Trenaeus, xliii, xlv ff., lv, lix, 3, 111. 


Jerome, lxi, 169. 
Jiilicher, lxxvi, Ixxxi, 164. 
Justin, lv, 81, 89. 


Karl, 3, 42f., 39. 
Knopf, xlvi. 
Kiinstle, 155 ff. 


Law, xxxvif., 17, 42, 128. 
Lietzmann, Ixi. 

Lightfoot, xviii, xxii, xxv. 
Lipsius, xlviii f. 

Liicke, xxviii, xxxii, 168. 
Lyons and Vienne, Letter, lv. 


Mommsen’s Canon, lix. 
Muratorian Fragment, lvii, 
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Oecumenius, 115, 193. 
eee Ivii, lix, Ixi, 25, 38, 112, 
181, 


Papias, tiv, lxxv, Ixxvii, 192. 
Paul, Be Eschatological Teaching, 


Peshitta, lix, lxi. 
Pfleiderer, xliii, xxv. 
Philaster, xlvi. 

Photius, Ix. 

Pirge Aboth, 80. 
Poggel, 191. 

Polycarp, xliv, lii, Ixxv. 
Priscillian, 158, 


Rendel Harris, lxxxvi, 155, 165, 
167, 176. 

Réville, xx, Ixxvii, 

Ronsch, 26. 

Rothe, xxix, I, 44, 88, 139. 


Sabatier, 1xi. 

Sanday, xxvii. 

Schlatter, 30, 40, 45, 92, 95. 
Schmiedel, xliv, 30. 
Schottgen, 148. 

Schwartz, xxii, Ixxvi. 
Sibylline Books, 74. 
Socrates, 113. 

von Soden, xxxii, Ixiv, 60, 198. 
Solomon, Psalms of, 75. 
Spitta, 96. 


Tacitus, 3. 

Talmud (see Schlatter), 25. 
Tertullian, lvii, 113, 133. 
ps-Tertullian, xlvi. 
Thoma, Ixxxvi. 


Weiss, B., li, 8, 83, 86. 
Wellhausen, xxvi. 
Westcott, xxxviif., 23, 

165. 
Wettstein, 23, 47, 176, 184. 
Wilamowitz, lxxxii, 183, 192. 
Windisch, 3, 89f., 177. 
Wohlenberg, 89, 100, 149. 
Wurm, xxxix, xlii, 1, 36, 59, 114. 


88, 113, 


Zahn, xxxf., xlvi, lx, Ixxiii, 7, 112, 


168, 193. 
Ziegler, 164, 197 ff. 
Zimmern, 27. 
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C. GREEK WORDS AND PHRASES EXPLAINED. 


dyaborouety, 191. 
ayarnrol, 34, 81, 117. 
ayyeNla, II, OI, 
dy.os, 6, 56. 

ayvifew, 84. 

ayves, 84. 

aderpbs, 38, 9 
atpew, 85. 
aloxvverbat, 66. 
alrety, 147. 

aidyios, 6. 

ad7jGea, 19, 170. 
adnOuvds, 151. 
apaptlay éxew, 17. 
apxn, 2, 34, 45, 60, 88, 9I. 
domd¢er Bat, 195. 
agiévat, 20. 


Bapus, 130. 
Blos, 97. 


yevvacbar, 68 f., 148. 


yedow, typaya, 41 ff., 46, 142, 187. 


dv6ax7y, 177- 
Soxuacew, 107. 


édy, c. indic., 144. 
elvat €x, I15. 
éxeivos, iv, 33, 84f., 87, 124. 
éxdexTh, 1xxx, 180. 
éxdexTy Kupig, 167. 
e\Odv, 6, 132, 134. 
evronnv AaBetv, 172. 
émdéxer Oat, 189 f. 
epxerOu, 178. 
épwray, 147, 173- 
evododcbat, 182. 


Oavpdgew, 93. 
OeGoOat, 4. 


iiaopds, 119. 

iva, definitive, 19, 80, 124, 130. 
elliptic, vii, 54. 
c. indic., 150. 


Kabaplfew, 16, 21. 
kal... 66, 8. 
kal vv, 64. 

Kat’ dvopia, 195. 
Kkowwvelv, 8. 
kddaow exe, 125. 
Kdo pos, 47. 

Kupla, Ixxx, 167. 


op Bdvew, 178. 
Aoyos, 35. 

Aoyos THs Cwijs, I, 5- 
ve, 89, 111 ff. 


puaprupety, 135, 138f 

HEvVEW, 33, 395 53> 61, 64, 86, 123- 
pucety, 38. 

puovoryevys, 119. 


Ouoroyelv, 108, 121. 
boTts, 7. 
OUTOS; 30.) 34), 052, 17os 
éx TovTov, 116. 
év TOUT®, 9, 100, etc, 


Toaola, 43. 

wad, 36. 

mas, 16, 21, 83f. 

c. negat. , 54, 57; 94- 
c. partic., Vi. 

mappnota, 65, 102. 

melOew, 99. 

mepirarelv, 13f., 174, 183. 

morevew, 104 f., 128. 

wravay, 18. 

mwAdvos, 175. 

Tovey, THY GdnOerav, 14, 
Kad@s movety, 185. 
misty move, 183. 

morais, 80. 

mpearBurepos, 6, 166. 

pos, 7. 


odpé, iF 48. 
év oapkl éhOetv, 109, 175. 
oKavoadov, 39. 
oxorla, 12. 
oxéros, 14. 
omAdYXVA, 97. 
auvepyés, 187. 


texvia, 43, 87. 
TypElv, 30. 


pavepody, 65, 82, 85. 
prrompwrevew, 188. 
Prvapelv, 190. 

pes, II. 


porapar, 4. 
Wuxhy ribévat, 95 f 


Xpiowa, 55 
pa, 51. 
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D. GREEK WORDS USED IN THE EPISTLES. 


The figure in brackets after each word gives the number of times the word 


is used in the Johannine Epistles. 


The figure after each capital gives the 


number of times the word is used in the Book or Group of Books represented 


by the Capital. 
J=Gospel according to John, M= 


Acts, P=Pauline Epistles (excluding the Pastoral Epistles), Pa= 


Matthew and Mark, L=Luke, A= 
Pastoral 


Epistles, H=Hebrews, C=Catholic Epistles (excluding 1-3 John), R= 


Apocalypse. 


dyadomoréw (1) M! LC: IID. rr. 

ayabés (1) J® MS LY AS P38 Pal? HS 
CELE rr. 

dryamdes (317 PE ME LY PP Pa> Ee? 
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<a 14 (dzs), 18, 23, iv. 7 (d25), 
8, 10 (dzs), II (325), 12, 19 (2s), 
20 (der), 21 (dz), v. I (d25), 2 
(zs), 1. 25 5, TI. 2. 
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ENG 31. i 75 U2; 27. Iv. 7, 
7, 11, III. 1, 2, 5, a 

dyyendta (2): 1 iS Bon Neat 

&y.os (7) poi Koa” pe "Pat Hs 
Cl R*: J, ti. 20. 

dryvlfw (1) Jt A? C?: I. iii. 3. 

ayvés (1) P§ Pa? C?: I. iii. 3. 

ane? e po WE e* At ps Pat (Cts 


csorth, (i) N M® 1% A pls pad 
: I. ii. 9, 10, 11, iii. 10, 

i oe F3seTd, 15,010, 017519: 

20 (dzs), 21, v. 16, I. 25-155 


10. 
ec e ise ee AZ Pal He Cos 


afua “@ ye Tins L8 All pl2 721 C2 
: I. i. 7, v. 6 (d2s), 8. 
alpw <a) Mo? A? PAR? oT, i. 


alexbvouat (1) LEP Ch Tee 28. 
alréwo (5) J M® L® Al ps CS; 
lit, 22,;V0 14, 15 (225), 16. 
atrgua ti) ps rs. 
aléy (2) J M3 L? A? re Pa H® C8 
R%;: I. ii. 17, II. 
ear! (6) de M® L4 r Pp Pa’ He 
solv ig: 2 lis) 25, site BS, V 
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18, 19, iv. 6, v. 6, II. 1 (425), 2 
3, 4, III. 1, 3 (d25), 4, 8, 12. 

adnOhs (3) J4 M? A? PP? Pal C?: I 
li. 8, 27, III. 12 


adnOuves (3) Ds EPP He RL ioe, 
v. 20 (dzs 
aAnOGs (1) J" ms LAY Pier .pieede 
add (20). 
aNAG Kat (2) J> M? a AS P35 Pas 
1BI Os Vest of Ine 
GN od (2) J ca L? Al "ps Pa? H?; 
Ion: 19, 


13. 

aATAwY 9) je Mt LEAS Pp? Pal Ht 
CURA aI: 2 Wie EE, ¢235)1Vend 5 
Ii; 12, Il. 

dpaprdves (10) i M? L4 A! P® Pa 
H? C?: I. 1. 10, ii. t (82s), it. 6 
(325), 8, Q, Vv. 16 (d2s), 18. 

eee (16) NESSES ee Pas 

CY R®: I. i. 7, 8, 9 (025), ii. 

a4 12, ili. 4 (425), 5 (625), 8, 9, 
iv. 10, Vv. 16 (02s), 17. 

dy (5) J? M8 L38 Al’ ps He Re: I, 
Ae Sy Oyelite, Lyn eos iv. 15. 

dvayyédw (1) J M! A® P?C!: 


| geen (2) Ji: I. iii. 15 (25). 

dvOpwros (1) J® MiN8+53 [9 Ass pros 
Pa® HY Cl RY: Lv. 9. 

dvoula (2) M47 PS Pah een Tei. 4 

(625). 

ae dg (5) Tey a t5a(G75), 22, 
iv. 3, I. 

détws (1) IIL. 6 

dmaryyédw (2) yp ME A’ Pe Tits 
Tote2 3: 
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a&mrodkauBdvw (1) M1 L’ P®: IL. 8. 
drédduue (1) J M%? L28 A? Pi? Ft 
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I, il. 22 (425), 23 
dpre «) ye INNO PEIN OL IRE) ert 
dpx7 (10) J® M® L§ A* P™ Pal H6 C? 
RoRE Tet. Toth Ap 13, 14, 24 (2s), 
iii. 8, 11, II. 
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Professor of Biblical Literature in Union Theological Seminary, New York. 


‘Professor Vincent’s commentary appears to me not less admirable for 
its literary merit than for its scholarship and its clear and discriminating 
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HEOLOGY has made great and rapid advances 

in recent years. New lines of investigation have 
been opened up, fresh light has been cast upon 
many subjects of the deepest interest, and the historical 
method has been applied with important results. This 
has prepared the way for a Library of Theological 
Science, and has created the demand for it. It has also 
made it at once opportune and practicable now to se- 
cure the services of specialists in the different depart- 
ments of Theology, and to associate them in an enter- 
prise which will furnish a record of Theological 
inquiry up to date. 


This Library is designed to cover the whole field of 
Christian Theology. Each volume is to be complete 
in itself, while, at the same time, it will form part of a 
carefully planned whole. One of the Editors is to pre- 
pare a volume of Theological Encyclopzedia which will 
give the history and literature of each department, as 
well as of Theology as a whole. 
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The Library is intended to form a series of Text 
Books for Students of Theology. 


The Authors, therefore, aim at conciseness and com- 
pactness of statement. At the same time, they have in 
' view that large and increasing class of students, in other 
departments of inquiry, who desire to have a systematic 
and thorough exposition of Theological Science. Tech- 
nical matters will therefore be thrown into the form of 
notes, and the text will be made as readable and attract- 
ive as possible. 


The Library is international and interconfessional. It 
will be conducted in a catholic spirit, and in the 
interests of Theology as a science. 


Its aim will be to give full and impartial statements 
both of the results of Theological Science and of ‘he 
questions which are still at issue in the different 
departments. 


The Authors will be scholars of recognized reputation 
in the several branches of study assigned tothem. They 
will be associated with each other and with the Editors 
in the effort to provide a series of volumes which may 
adequately represent the present condition of investi- 
gation, and indicate the way for further progress. 
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CHRISTIAN ETHICS. By NEwMAN SmytTH, D.D., Pastor of Congrega- 
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An Introduction to the Literature of the Old Testa- 
ment. By Professor S. R. Driver, D.D., D.Litt. 


“As a whole there is probably no book in the English Language equal 
to this ‘Introduction to the Literature of the Old Testament,’ for the 
student who desires to understand what the modern criticism thinks 
about the Bible.”—Dr. Lyman Azssort, in The Outlook. 

Crown 8vo. $2.50 net. 


A History of Christianity in the Apostolic Age. 
By ArtHur C. McGirrert, Ph.D., D.D. 


“The clearness, self-consistency, and force of the whole impression of 
Apostolic Christianity with which we leave this book goes far to guar- 
antee its permanent value and success.” —The Expositor. 

Crown 8vo. $2.50 net. 


Christian Ethics. By Newsan Suvrs, D.D. 


“As this book is the latest, so it is the fullest and most attractive treat- 
ment of the subject that we are familiar with. Patient and exhaustive 
in its method of inquiry, and stimulating and suggestive in the topic it 
handles, we are confident that it will be a help to the task of the moral 
understanding and interpretation of human life.” —The Living Church. 

Crown 8vo. $2.50 net. 





‘Apologetics; or, Christianity Defensively Stated. 
By ALEXANDER BALMAIN Bruce, D.D. 


“We have not for a long time taken a book in hand that is more 
stimulating to faith. . . . Without commenting further, we repeat that 
this volume is the ablest, most scholarly, most advanced, and sharpest 
defence of Christianity that has ever been written. No theological 
library should be without it.”—Zion’s Herald. ; 
Crown 8vo. $2.50 met. 





Old Testament History. By Henry PRESERVED SuitH, D.D. 


“Prof. Smith has, by his comprehensive and vitalized history, laid all whe 
care for the Old Testament under great obligations.” —The Independent. 
Crown 8vo. $2.50 neh. 
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The Theology of the New Testament. By Grorce B. 
StEvENS, D.D., LL.D. 


“Tt is a fine example of painstaking, discriminating, impartial research 
and statement.”—The Congregationalist. Crown 8vo. $2.50 net. 


History of Christian Doctrine. By GerorcE P. FisHER, 
D.D., LL.D. 
“Tt is only just to say that Dr. Fisher has produced the best History 
of Doctrine that we have in English.”—The New York Evangelist. 
Crown 8vo. $2.50 net. 


The Christian Pastor and the Working Church. 


By WASHINGTON GLADDEN, D.D., LL.D. 


“A comprehensive, inspiring and helpful guide to a busy pastor. One 
finds in it a multitude of practical suggestions for the development of 
the spiritual and working life of the Church, and the answer to many 
problems that are a constant perplexity to the faithful minister.” 
—The Christian Intelligencer. 


Crown 8vo. $2.50 net. 





Christian Institutions. By ALEXANDER V. B. ALLEN, D.D. 


“Professor Allen’s Christian Institutions may be regarded as the most 
important permanent contribution which the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of the United States has yet made to general theological 
thought.”—The American Journal of Theology. 


Crown 8vo. $2.50 nef. 





The Theology of the Old Testament. By A. B. Davison, 
D.D., LL.D., D.Litt. 


“We hope every clergyman will not rest content until he has procured 
and studied this most admirable and useful book. Every really useful 
question relating to man—his nature, his fall, and his redemption, 
his present life or grace, his life after death, his future life, is 
treated of.”—The Canadian Churchman. Crown 8vo. $2.50 met. 





The Christian Doctrine of Salvation. By Guxoxcz B. 
Stevens, D.D., LL.D. 
“Professor Stevens has performed a task of great importance, certain to 
exert wide and helpful influence in settling the minds of men. He has 


treated the subject historically and nas given to Christ the first place in 
interpreting his own mission.” —Congregationalist and Christian World. 


Crown 8vo. $2.50 eb. 
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The Ancient Catholic Church. By Rosert Raney, D.D., LL.D. 


“As a comprehensive work on the formative stage of the Church’s ex- 
perience the volume will easily find its place in the front rank among 
books on the subject composed in the English language.” —The Interior. 


Crown 8vo. $2.50 net. 


The Reformation in Germany. By Txomas M. Lrpsay, 
M.A., D.D. 


“The arrangement of the book is most excellent, and while it is a 
worthy and scholarly account it is so arranged that for the student of 
the Reformation it is almost encyclopedic in its convenience and con- 
ciseness. It is a book no library, public or private, can reaily be 
without.”—Record of Christian Work. 


Crown 8vo. $2.50 net. 





The Reformation in Lands Beyond Germany. By Tsomas 
M. Linpsay, D.D. 


“‘ Together these two volumes will at once take their place as the clas- 
sical English History of the Reformation.” —The Expository Times. 
““The good balance of material which he has attained by a self-denying 
exclusion, as well as by much research and inclusion of fresh material, 
makes the work a real addition to our materials for study.” 
—The Congregationalist. 
Crown 8vo. $2.50 neé. 





Canon and Text of the New Testament. By Caspar RENE 
Grecory, D.D., LL.D. 
“The book is a treasury of learning, and its fairness in dealing with the 
matter in hand is admirable. From first to last, the purpose of the 
author is not to show upon how slight basis our confidence in the can- 


onicity of the New Testament is based, but rather upon how solid a 
foundation our confidence rests.” —Journal and Messenger. 


Crown 8vo. $2.50 meé. 


The Greek and Eastern Churches. sy Watrer F. ADEney, 
M.A., D.D. 


“Tt seems to me an excellent and most useful piece of work. I do 
not know anything in English which covers the same ground and 
am sure Dr. Adeney has put us all in his debt by his scholarly, well- 
balanced and judicious treatment.”—Prof. William Adams Brown. 


Crown 8vo. $2.50 net 
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An Introduction to the Literature of the New Testa- 
ment. By James Morrart, B.D., D.D. 


“Tn point of scholarship, breadth of treatment, and mastery of the prob- 
lems at issue, it will bear comparison with Driver’s companion volume 
on the literature of the Old Testament, than which no higher praise 
can be given. . . . The student will find in Dr. Moffatt’s volume the 
most complete presentation as yet attempted by any scholar of all that 
modern critical scholarship has done for the literature of the New 
Testament.’’—Scotsman. 


Crown 8vo. $2.50 net. 





The Doctrine of the Person of Jesus Christ. By u. R. 
MacxintosH, Ph.D., Professor of Systematic Theology, New College, 
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